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EDITORIAL NOTE

TRANSLITERATIONS

This book uses the transliteration standard of the International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES), which is considered as one of the leading standards for Arabic transliteration to the Latin alphabet. When addressing Arabic words and sentences – regarding the most important differences from simplified transliteration – I render the letters ayn ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, hamza ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, dha ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, ta ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, ha ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, saad ([image: image]) as ‘[image: image]’, and ta marbūta ([image: image]) as ‘a’ and in constructions ‘-at’.

Long vowels ([image: image], [image: image] and [image: image]) are transliterated in the following order as ‘ā’, ‘ī’, and ‘ū’. Doubled ([image: image] and [image: image]) are in the following order transliterated as ‘iyy’, with the final ‘ī’, and ‘uww’, with the final ‘ū’. Diphthongs are transliterated as ‘ay’ ([image: image]) and ‘aw’ ([image: image]). Hamzat al-Wa[image: image]l is not written.

For the names of persons, I have given the names in full transliteration. When there is a commonly understood way of writing names in English – as with Fatah, Hamas, and Mahmoud Abbas – no transliteration is given.

NAMES AND ANONYMIZATION

Several of the sources in this book – from the fieldwork in the West Bank, interviews with hackers, and conversations with sources in the Norwegian intelligence services – have been anonymized. This first of all applies to the Palestinians willing to discuss several aspects but who face a military occupation, with all of the dangers that it entails. The same applies to those in the Norwegian intelligence services, who do not face the same repercussions as the Palestinians but nevertheless should not have their careers jeopardized. If there has been any doubt about the necessity of anonymization, I have followed the principle of better safe than sorry.


PROLOGUE

“So, are you still in touch with them?”

I found myself in a small room, no larger than 3 by 4 meters, in front of two officers, an old man and a slightly younger woman, from the Norwegian National Security Authority (NNSA), one of three Norwegian secret service bureaus. They had questions, a lot of questions. Specifically about my fieldwork for my master’s thesis, and the Palestinian groups I had been in touch with in the West Bank and online – the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Hamas and Gaza Hacker Team. I was participating in a joint project between the University of Oslo and the Norwegian Defense Research Establishment as a research assistant to create an online depository comprising of jihadist primary sources and therefore I needed security clearance.

“Well, actually, I am.” I put on some kind of grin to show that it was not a big deal. “I sent Gaza Hacker Team my master’s thesis today. I mean, we had a deal that I would do so to make sure that I actually was a master’s student at the University of Oslo. It was a token of trust.”

The man, looking like a rather less charming and slightly taller Danny DeVito, and the other lady, who did not do much more than vigorously write down everything that I said, did not give any sign of caring about my replies. “I want to know more about the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. How did you get in touch with them?” He
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