
  BEETLES


  Beetles (Coleoptera) are the largest group of insects. Adult beetles do not often share the same living environments or food sources as their larvae. The main characteristic of beetles is their hard wing cases, which are transformed into a pair of wings. In order to fly, the beetle raises the wing cases and takes flight with its skin-like wings. Some types of beetle do not need to raise their elytra to fly: they just spread their wings through the slots on their sides, like the Rose Chafer for instance. There are also species of ground beetle that do not possess wings due to their fused wing cases. Beetles can be very colourful or monotone. Their colours can help them blend into their surroundings. They can be tiny and almost unnoticeable or very large. Europe’s biggest beetle is the Stag Beetle. Beetles undergo a complete metamorphosis (egg–larva–pupa–grown animal). Like other insects, we see them mostly in the warm part of the year. Their larval development may last several years, and the length of the beetle’s adult life can be negligible in comparison. They live in a variety of different environments, and can even be found in caves. The eating habits of some larvae can cause some damage to agriculture as well as in the garden. Others, such as the Ladybird, are the gardener’s best friend, as they get rid of aphids that attack fruit and vegetables.
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  MUSK BEETLE


  This species (Aromia moschata) is a large metallic sparkling beetle most commonly found in willow trees. It also likes to visit umbels or clusters of flowers. Its wing cases are a characteristic copper-green colour. The larvae of the Musk Beetle develop in willow or poplar wood. The adult beetle is characterised by its unusually long antennae. It was named after the secretion from the glands on its body which contain salicylic acid that emits a musky odour. In the past, these beetles used to be chopped up and added to tobacco in order to give it a more pleasant smell.
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  GREAT DIVING BEETLE



  The Great Diving Beetle (Dytiscus marginalis) is an aquatic beetle, as its name suggests. Both the beetle and larva live predatory lives. The larva lives in water and has hollow jaws, which it uses to inject its prey with digestive juices. What remains from the prey is only its shell. The adult Great Diving Beetle hunts for tadpoles in the spring and can even catch small fish. It is an excellent flier, which allows it to explore new ponds and ditches. It flies at night, so is rarely seen in the air. It sometimes crashes into lamps, since it is attracted to light.


  LEATHER GROUND BEETLE



  The photograph shows a Leather Ground Beetle (Carabus coriaceus). It is a common ground beetle in most of Europe, but does not occur in the British Isles. In the world of insects, these beetles are true lions. At night they hunt for soil-living animals: their long and agile legs make them very fast. They have adapted to life on the ground to such an extent that they no longer need to fly. This is why their wing cases are fused. They hunt for everything from snails, earthworms and insects to spiders, which they find in moist and even wet environments which contain rotting wood, leaves and dead plants. Leather Ground Beetles are extremely important to gardens. They defend themselves by squirting a stinking liquid on their attacker.
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  BLACK-SPOTTED PLIERS



  This species (Rhagium mordax) is quite a common beetle. It lives on wooded hillsides where it visits a variety of flowers, feeding on their pollen. Its offspring develop under the bark of dead deciduous and coniferous trees. Once grown, the larva builds itself an oval chamber under the bark, where it develops into an adult beetle in the autumn, and waits in the little chamber until spring.
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