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TRAIL FINDER


SCENIC DRIVES AND VIEWPOINTS


	1. Crescent Beach

	3. Howland Hill Scenic Drive

	8. Moonstone Beach

	13. Point Cabrillo Light Station

	16. Sonoma County Scenic Drive

	17. Doran Regional Park

	20. Point Reyes National Seashore Beaches

	27. Mount Umunhum Summit Overlook

	33. McCloud River Falls

	34. Lassen Volcanic National Park Scenic Drive

	40. Sonora Pass Scenic Drive






ADA ACCESSIBLE


	1. Crescent Beach

	18. Valley of the Moon Trail

	20. Point Reyes National Seashore Beaches

	24. Point Pinole Regional Shoreline

	27. Mount Umunhum Summit Overlook

	33. McCloud River Falls

	34. Lassen Volcanic National Park Scenic Drive

	37. American River Parkway

	40. Sonora Pass Scenic Drive






1 SPOON


	1. Crescent Beach

	6. Redwood Access and Revelation Trail Loop

	8. Moonstone Beach

	17. Doran Regional Park

	18. Valley of the Moon Trail

	20. Point Reyes National Seashore Beaches

	21. Verna Dunshee Trail

	22. Fort Funston

	30. Asilomar Dunes Boardwalk

	32. Sisson Meadow

	37. American River Parkway

	38. Frazier Falls

	41. General Grant Tree Trail

	42. Big Trees Trail






2 SPOONS


	4. Stout Memorial Grove

	5. Simpson-Reed / Peterson Memorial Trail

	9. Arcata Marsh

	11. Drury-Chaney Trail

	12. Founders Grove

	15. Riverfront Regional Park Lake Trail

	20. Point Reyes National Seashore Beaches

	23. Mori Point

	26. Stream Trail

	29. Old Cove Landing Trail

	33. McCloud River Falls

	36. Quarry Trail






3 SPOONS


	2. Coastal Trail: Enderts Beach

	7. Sue-meg State Park Loop

	19. Bear Valley Trail

	24. Point Pinole Regional Shoreline

	31. Taylor Lake

	33. McCloud River Falls

	35. Buttermilk Bend Trail

	39. Meeks Creek Meadow






4 SPOONS


	10. Elk River Trail

	13. Point Cabrillo Light Station

	14. Shakota Trail

	20. Point Reyes National Seashore Beaches

	25. Nimitz Way






5 SPOONS


	28. Henry Cowell Highlights Loop

	33. McCloud River Falls
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View of the Sierras from Sonora Pass
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Douglas Flats picnic area










1 CRESCENT BEACH


WHY GO?

Crescent Beach is a wide, 3-mile-long stretch of sandy beach that is perfect for picnicking, strolling, or riding with a suitable wheelchair. This day-use area provides an opportunity to enjoy a picnic right on the beach. There is easy access to the ocean, and beach wheelchairs are available to borrow.




THE RUNDOWN



	Spoon rating: 1 spoon, ADA accessible

	Type: Scenic viewpoint

	Distance: Negligible

	Elevation: 5 feet

	Elevation gain: None

	Max grade: 2%

	Max cross slope: None

	Typical width: 4 feet

	Typical surface: Concrete

	Season/schedule: Open year-round. Best spring through fall, but summer can be foggy.

	Water availability: None

	Sun exposure: Full sun

	Amenities: Accessible picnic tables and vault toilets, grill, fire rings, trash cans

	Pet-friendly: Yes, on leash

	Cell phone reception: Yes

	Special notes: Collecting driftwood is prohibited. People frequently allow their dogs off leash on the beach, so be careful if you have a service dog.

	Nearest town: Crescent City

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, Redwood National Park, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: A Tolowa Dee-ni’ village once existed at a nearby creek, now known as Nickel Creek. Tolowa people continue to gather here for fishing and collecting of shellfish and other cultural traditions.








FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From Crescent City, head south on US 101 to Enderts Beach Road. Turn right, then continue 0.7 mile and turn right at the sign for Crescent Beach. GPS: 41.43382, -124.09070

Parking: Large paved parking lot with 1 van-accessible parking spot directly in front of the accessible path; you could parallel park along the edge of the parking area for additional accessible parking. Plenty of space for large vehicles and RVs.

Start: The accessible path to the picnic area begins to the left of the accessible parking spot.




THE HIKE

A sidewalk-style path with edge guards leads to two picnic areas. Both areas have accessible picnic tables, but it may be tight to navigate if you use a large wheelchair. The picnic area on the right is less than 20 feet from the parking lot. It is further back from the beach and has a somewhat obstructed view, but it is less likely for sand to be on the pad surrounding the table. It does not have a grill. The second picnic area is about 30 feet straight ahead. It overlooks the beach, but the path may be sandy due to wind and people tracking sand onto it. A grill stands approximately 4 feet high just off the pad. An interpretive sign provides information about the Tolowa and their traditions.
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Fire rings on the beach close to the parking area 
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There are several fire rings and additional picnic tables on the firm, grassy area between the parking lot and the beach. Access to the beach is pretty level, but there may be driftwood to navigate in the winter. Beach wheelchairs—the kind with balloon wheels that have to be pushed by someone else—are available to borrow from a locked storage container on-site. To reserve one, call the park at the number above or visit the Crescent City Park Information Center at 1111 Second Street. A valid form of ID is required.

Once you are finished here, I recommend continuing down Enderts Beach Road to the Crescent Beach Overlook. There is a small parking area just before the end of the road. A short, paved path leads to a deck with incredible views of the ocean, the harbor, and the rocky coastline. It’s a great place to enjoy sunset.










2 COASTAL TRAIL: ENDERTS BEACH


WHY GO?

This hike offers a little bit of everything that makes coastal trails so special: lush coastal forest, incredible views, a creek canyon, and an opportunity for tide pooling. This section is less technical than other portions of the Coastal Trail, but it loses 180 feet of elevation over 0.5 mile, making it a bit of a climb on the way back. Access to the beach requires navigating boulders. Plan to arrive at low tide if you want to visit the beach; a negative tide is the best time to check out the tide pools.




THE RUNDOWN



	Spoon rating: 3 spoons, partially wheelchair hikeable. The first 0.2 mile is relatively flat, followed by a prolonged average 7% grade. Exposed cliffs and eroded areas may be a hazard.

	Type: Out-and-back

	Distance: 1.4 miles

	Elevation: 207 feet

	Elevation gain: 200 feet

	Max grade: 18%

	Max cross slope: 5%

	Typical width: 3 feet

	Typical surface: Compacted gravel

	Trail users: Hikers, bikers

	Season/schedule: Open year-round. Best spring through fall, but summer can be foggy.

	Water availability: None

	Sun exposure: Mostly shaded on the trail, no shade at the beach

	Amenities: Accessible vault toilet, trash cans

	Pet-friendly: No

	Cell phone reception: None

	Nearest town: Crescent City

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, Redwood National Park, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: A Tolowa Dee-ni’ village existed at Nickel Creek. This area continues to be a part of Tolowa people’s cultural traditions.








FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From Crescent City, head south on US 101 to Enderts Beach Road. Turn right, then continue 2.3 miles to the end of the road. GPS: 41.705706, -124.142813

Parking: Paved parking lot at the end of the road and 1 van-accessible spot at the trailhead. There is a 1.5-inch lip from the concrete to the gravel trail surface.

Start: The trailhead is just behind the wooden barrier at a trailhead board.




THE HIKE

The trail follows an old roadbed—this used to be Redwood Highway and was the main route of travel along the coast, though it was likely a trail used by Indigenous people long before that. It starts with large, rough gravel on a 10% decline for 10 feet, then levels out and continues on a 4- to 6-foot-wide trail surfaced with loosely compacted small gravel. You are traveling along the cliff through a forest of Sitka spruce and red alder, with views of the ocean below you. There is a 2% incline with a 5% cross slope towards the inside of the trail for about 20 feet. At 0.1 mile you leave the forest, and it opens up along the cliff with views of sea stacks and the coastline. The surface becomes a compacted mix of small and large gravel.
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At 0.2 mile the trail curves slightly left, and you come to a couple sections of old landslides. There were two concrete barriers on the edge of the trail when I visited; the trail may be closed if the landslides continue. The trail is level and 4 feet wide at the first old landslide, but there is a sharp drop-off on the cliff edge and the gravel is loose, so be cautious. The second section was pretty uneven with some rocks on the surface, but it may be graded by the time this book is published.

At 0.3 mile the trail begins descending. Take a 5–8% decline with a slightly eroded 8% cross slope to the inside of the trail for about 30 feet. It then generally levels out again and reenters the forest. A print interpretive sign on the left provides information about the resilience of coastal forests. Continue hiking on the firmly packed gravel trail; it is slightly uneven and rolling. You’ll pass some large trees with branches that are bent due to the windy, salty conditions of the coast. At 0.4 mile the trail takes a long 2–5% decline and narrows to 3 feet, continuing a little uneven with occasional exposed rocks rising up to 2 inches. Ferns, berries, chickweed, and mint line the trail in the summer, giving it a lush green feeling.

At 0.5 mile the trail forks at a sign. The Coastal Trail continues straight ahead—it is steep and difficult, so I don’t recommend it. The Creekside Trail goes left—this is a narrow, pretty footpath that continues 0.2 mile along Nickel Creek. It’s a nice optional detour. Go right to continue to Enderts Beach. The trail follows the creek canyon, continuing 3 feet wide on a generally 8% decline for about 0.1 mile. At 0.6 mile it levels out for a couple hundred feet, but there are lots of rolls and bumps in the trail and some
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potentially muddy areas. The trail then inclines at 5% for 100 feet or so, as you travel through a tunnel of low-growing spruce, then levels out as you continue through a shrubby area with blackberry vines and pass an interpretive sign about tide pools and the animals you may find there.
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At 0.7 mile you reach the coastline and the trail curves sharply left. This is the steepest section of the trail. Take a 10–12% decline for about 100 feet as you approach the beach, increasing to 18% for about 50 feet. The trail ends on a rocky cliff that juts over the beach. Nickel Creek flows out to sea on your left. The views from here are worth the trip, and there are plenty of places to sit on the rocks, but to reach the beach you have to climb down the rocks to your right—it can be slippery, so be careful. I recommend using hiking poles to help with balance climbing down. There is a cool natural rock arch on the beach and lots of tide pools at low tide. When you’re ready for the return climb, head back the way that you came.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the trailhead at the end of Enderts Beach Road.

	0.5 Go right at the fork.

	0.7 Reach the coastline. Climb down the rocks to get to the beach.

	1.4 Arrive back at the trailhead.
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3 HOWLAND HILL SCENIC DRIVE


WHY GO?

This scenic driving route in Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park brings you up close to giant old-growth redwoods without having to leave your car. The 10-mile-long road follows the Mill Creek canyon and offers a backcountry experience. There are many trailheads along the way, including Stout Grove (hike 4), and access to the Smith River at the end. This is my favorite drive in redwood country.




THE RUNDOWN



	Type: Scenic drive

	Distance: 18 miles round-trip. Allow at least an hour to complete the drive.

	Elevation: 175 feet

	Typical width and surface: Single-lane or narrow two-lane dirt road with few pullouts. Drivable in a standard vehicle. Recreational vehicles, vehicles pulling trailers, and oversize vehicles are prohibited.

	Season/schedule: Open year-round with occasional closures in winter and spring. Best fall through spring before the road gets dusty in the summer.

	Water availability: None

	Sun exposure: Shaded

	Amenities: Vault toilets at trailheads

	Pet-friendly: Yes, allowed on leash on the road and in vehicles

	Cell phone reception: Very spotty

	Nearest town: Services available in Crescent City and Hiouchi

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: This route travels through Tolowa Dee-ni’ territory. Hiouchi, the name of the small town and visitor center in Jedediah Smith State Park, is an anglicized version of the Tolowa word Xaa-yuu-chit, which means “high-status stream/river.”







FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From Crescent City, head 1 mile south on US 101 to Elk Valley Road and turn left. Continue for 1 mile to Howland Hill Road and turn right. GPS: 41.758315, -124.167470

Start: Set your odometer on Howland Hill Road at Elk Valley Road.




THE DRIVE

Howland Hill Road begins as a two-lane paved residential street. You will pass the Sovereign Nation of Elk Valley Rancheria Tribal headquarters, which houses a museum. At 1.0 mile you enter Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park and Howland Hill turns into a narrow two-lane paved road. The speed limit is 15 mph, but I recommend taking your time on this drive. The road is curvy as it climbs uphill, traveling through large Douglas firs and small redwoods. There is a drop-off on the left, which may be disconcerting to some travelers.

At 1.7 miles you reach what appears to be an intersection. There is a small parking area on the left, a gated road on the right, and another gate in front of you—continue straight on Howland Hill Road, watching out for a small bump as you pass through the open gate. The road transitions to dirt and you immediately come to a grove of very large old-growth redwoods. You pass in between these giant trees on a wide single lane with pullouts on either side. Mill Creek is below you on the right, and redwoods and sword ferns cover the hillsides.
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At 2.0 miles you drive underneath a large tree that is partially leaning over the road. You will lose cell service around this point. Continue along the beautiful fern-filled canyon, surrounded by giant old growth. At approximately 2.3 miles there is a slight curve with poor visibility, followed by a hairpin curve at 2.5 miles.

At 3.2 miles you drive between an old fallen tree that has been cut out and is rotted out through the middle—it is pretty neat to look into the interior of a tree from your car. At

3.5 miles, at a curve in the road, you pass another old blowdown with a huge root ball. There are several pullouts and some social trails that go off into the woods. Just beyond this is another giant redwood at a pullout. This tree has a partial goosepen—a hole in the base of the tree—that is at least 5 feet high. It is a popular picture spot, but always respect the trees by not climbing on them.

At 3.6 miles you pass through another gate and come to the trailhead for the Boy Scout Tree. The full trail is difficult, but the first 0.25 mile or so is level enough to stretch your legs, and there are old-growth redwoods at the trailhead. Two accessible vault toilets and one van-accessible parking spot are located here.

At 4.0 miles there are several places where the road narrows to one lane for about a car length as it passes between trees, with pullouts on both sides. At 4.3 miles you reach the Grove of the Titans trailhead, with another vault toilet and one van-accessible parking spot. Boardwalks were recently installed on this trail, which leads to some of the biggest trees in the park. However, there are a lot of steps and about 150 feet of elevation gain in 0.7 mile.
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After the trailhead there is one sharp curve and then the road narrows to one lane and crosses a single-lane bridge over the creek, with good visibility as you approach the bridge. The road widens again, with a few more sections of single lane passing between trees. At about 5.0 miles the canopy starts opening up and there are fewer large old growth trees.

At 5.4 miles the road narrows to one lane with a drop-off on the left to the creek canyon below you, but there are pullouts. The road may be a little more rutted and potholed here. You then enter another grove of redwoods, and at 5.8 miles reach the turnoff for Stout Memorial Grove (hike 4). A small sign points to the left for the grove.

Continuing past Stout Grove, the road widens back out and there are several pullouts. At 6.5 miles you cross Cedar Creek on a wide bridge, followed by a few sharp curves. Enter another grove of larger redwoods, then at 6.8 miles you pass a trailhead for the River Trail—from this trailhead, the River Trail heads north and west along the Smith River to Stout Grove. You’ll start to notice houses across the river. There is another steep drop-off on the left and the road narrows to one lane with pullouts as you start heading downhill.

At 7.1 miles you pass through a gate. Continue straight past another pullout parking area with a gated road. Howland Hill Road becomes Douglas Park Drive and transitions to a paved one lane. Douglas Park Drive continues to be curvy as you enter a residential area. At 7.5 miles the road becomes paved two lanes along the Smith River. You will drive through a wooden covered bridge over Sheep Pen Creek.

At 8.4 miles you reach a T-intersection—go left on S. Fork Road towards US 199, crossing a bridge over the Smith River. There are very pretty river canyon views here. Cross another bridge over the Middle Fork Smith River, then reach a stop sign at a T-intersection. Go left on US 199 to return to Crescent City.










4 STOUT MEMORIAL GROVE


WHY GO?

Stout Memorial Grove is one of the most majestic old-growth redwood forests in Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. Located on the banks of the Smith River, the grove experiences periodic flooding, which limits the growth of understory plants. The redwoods tower 300 feet above a forest floor carpeted in giant sword ferns and low-growing sorrel, creating an awe-inspiring experience. This trail is popular for good reason. I recommend a visit during the shoulder season when the crowds are diminished and the forest is misty, though it is also stunning on a sunny day.




THE RUNDOWN



	Spoon rating: 2 spoons, possibly wheelchair hikeable. After a brief, steep decline the trail is wide and flat with benches along the way.

	Type: Lollipop loop

	Distance: 0.7 mile

	Elevation: 128 feet

	Elevation gain: 33 feet gain, 26 feet loss

	Max grade: 12%

	Max cross slope: 2%

	Typical width: 4 feet, minimum 38 inches

	Typical surface: Firm soil and compacted gravel covered in tree needles

	Trail users: Hikers

	Season/schedule: Open year-round. Best in spring and fall.

	Water availability: None—access to the Smith River is difficult.

	Sun exposure: Shaded

	Amenities: Accessible vault toilets, benches

	Pet-friendly: No

	Cell phone reception: Yes

	Nearest town: Hiouchi

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: Tolowa Dee-ni’ ancestral territory. The Smith River is known as Nii~-li~ in the Tolowa language.








FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From the Hiouchi Visitor Center, turn left on US 199. Continue 2 miles to S. Fork Road and turn right, cross the river twice, then turn right on Douglas Park Road. In 1.3 miles, continue straight onto Howland Hill Road. The turnoff for Stout Grove will be on the right in 1 mile. Continue 0.1 mile on a paved one-lane road to the parking area. GPS: 41.789652, -124.084808

Parking: Circular paved parking lot with 15 parking spots and 1 van-accessible spot near the restrooms.

Start: The exit of the parking loop, next to a large trailhead sign in the north corner.




THE HIKE

The trail begins at the end of the parking loop, to the right of a large trailhead sign with a photo and description of the forest. The pavement at the trailhead is very cracked and broken, with a couple holes and lips up to 2 inches. It may be difficult to navigate using
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a wheelchair. The trail continues paved and immediately takes a 10–12% decline for the first hundred feet, then decreases to 5–8% for another couple hundred feet.
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At 0.1 mile you reach the Stout Grove Loop. You can go either direction, but this description goes right at the loop. The trail is generally flat and compacted gravel along the entire loop, with a few slight dips and rolls. You are surrounded by towering old-growth redwoods, including standing snags and blowdowns—these are important features of a healthy old-growth forest.

At 0.2 mile there is a slight rise and roll on the trail for a couple feet and then it continues generally level, passing between large old-growth trees. You’ll pass a couple snags that are almost completely eroded out and marked by evidence of past fires.

There is a bench at 0.3 mile, and then the trail forks. Go left to continue on the Stout Grove Loop. The River Trail is on the right—it leads about 0.5 mile along the Smith River before connecting with Howland Hill Road and is an optional detour if you want to extend your hike. Continuing on the Stout Grove Loop, there may be some light noise from the highway in the distance, but you can mostly only hear the river.

At 0.4 mile you pass between several large snags and tumbles of old fallen trees, which makes for a very visually interesting experience. There are lots of interesting things to touch as well, including new redwood growth, roots of fallen trees, and tall sword ferns as the trail passes closely next to a blowdown on the right. The trail takes an 8% decline for a few feet with some exposed roots—there is about 3 feet of clearance around the roots—and then inclines again slightly. The trail continues a little more uneven with some slight rolls and cross slopes—evidence of impacts from fallen trees. You will pass between two old blowdown trees with exposed root bases on either side of the trail; another tree trunk lies vertically between them. The trail is about 38 inches wide here.

At 0.5 mile you reach another fork in the trail. Go left to continue on the loop. The Hiouchi Trail to the Jedediah Smith Campground goes to the right. At 0.6 mile you come to the Stout Tree, the largest tree in the grove. A gravel ramp leads up to a wooden platform, allowing an up-close experience of the tree. It is a popular photo spot. The loop ends just beyond the Stout Tree—go right to return to the parking lot.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at the trailhead at the end of the parking lot.

	0.1 Reach the beginning of the loop. Go right.

	0.3 Go left at the fork to stay on the loop.

	0.5 Go left at the fork to stay on the loop.

	0.6 Reach the end of the loop. Go right.

	0.7 Arrive back at the parking lot.
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5 SIMPSON-REED / PETERSON MEMORIAL TRAIL


WHY GO?

This is one of the more unique trails in Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. The forest is a distinctive mix of old-growth redwoods, hemlock trees, and vine maples, with tall sword ferns and redwood sorrel carpeting the ground. The grove is between two streams on the bank of the Smith River, creating a lush and damp environment that is perfect for a variety of wildlife, including rough-skinned newts and red-legged frogs. It is especially lovely in autumn, when the vine maples and other understory plants change color. This trail is designated as an ADA accessible trail by the park, but there are some trouble areas.




THE RUNDOWN



	Spoon rating: 2 spoons, wheelchair hikeable with caution. The trail is generally firm and level, with some narrow spots and exposed roots. Not recommended for standard wheelchairs.

	Type: Bisected lollipop loop

	Distance: 0.93 mile

	Elevation: 160 feet

	Elevation gain: 49 feet gain, 56 feet loss

	Max grade: 3%

	Max cross slope: 8%

	Typical width: 5 feet, minimum 18 inches

	Typical surface: Firm soil and compacted gravel covered with redwood needles

	Trail users: Hikers

	Season/schedule: Open year-round

	Water availability: None

	Sun exposure: Shaded

	Amenities: Accessible vault toilet, bench, trash cans

	Pet-friendly: No

	Cell phone reception: None

	Nearest town: Hiouchi

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: Tolowa Dee-ni’ ancestral territory








FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From the Hiouchi Visitor Center, turn right (west) on US 199. Continue 2.2 miles to Walker Road and turn right. It is easy to miss the turn-off—there is a pullout with parallel parking on US 199 just before you reach Walker Road (you can park here if there is no parking on Walker Road). The trailhead is about 200 feet down Walker Road. GPS: 41.81197, -124.10865

Parking: Two designated accessible spots at the trailhead—neither are painted with an access aisle, but there is usable space in between. About a dozen parking spots are scattered at pullouts along the road.

Start: The trailhead is behind the accessible parking area to the left of the vault toilet.
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THE HIKE

The trail begins generally 4 feet wide on a slightly uneven and rolling compacted gravel surface. It is generally firm, but there are some places with loose gravel. There is a steep cross slope at a natural drainage point near the beginning of the trail. The most level section is about 3 feet wide, so you may need to take care as you cross it.

In less than 0.1 mile, you pass several large blowdowns and then reach the trail fork at the beginning of the loop. I went right on the loop for this guide, but if you are hiking with a wheelchair or walker, I recommend going left to avoid a narrow section of trail. Just ignore the sign pointing behind you that reads Exit. Going right, the trail curves around an old fallen tree and passes closely between two young redwoods with about 3 feet of clearance. There is another section of narrow trail between two blowdowns—it may be pinched to 26 inches wide by plants growing along the edge and some exposed roots up to 2 inches high. The trail widens out again to 4 to 5 feet. You are surrounded by lots of large old-growth redwoods and waist-high sword ferns, but there may be some noise from the highway. You may also notice some very tall redwoods with candelabra crowns—this can happen when a redwood loses its top from breakage or cutting, and the crown regrows from many different sprouts along the wound.

At 0.1 mile there’s a 5% cross slope towards the right for about 4 feet at a natural drainage. You then pass a small sign for the Simpson-Reed Trail—continue straight ahead, being mindful of some exposed roots in the center of the trail. You are traveling just below some of the large trees with candelabra crowns. The trail curves right around an old-growth redwood with exposed roots on the right side of the trail. Pass another blowdown on the left with piles of broken wood on the right; the trail then curves right and left over a few slightly uneven, rolling sections.

At 0.2 mile the trail splits around a few trees. The original trail route goes to the left, but there was a 6-inch-high, 6-inch-wide log across the trail at my visit. The more obvious route passes narrowly between two redwoods—new growth at the base of one of the trees pinches the trail to about 18 inches wide. This is supposed to be corrected, but you may want to confirm with the park. Beyond this pinch point, the trail widens out to 5 feet.
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At 0.3 mile you have a nice view of the creek to the right. The trail curves to the right, passing between old growth, then you reach a fork in the trail at 0.4 mile. Go right on the Peterson Memorial Trail. (The Simpson-Reed Trail continues to the left, bisecting the loop—you can go that way if you would like to shorten the hike by 0.25 mile.) Cross a sturdy, level wooden bridge with handrails. Take a slight rise, then the trail curves left and crosses a footbridge with edge barriers. The trail continues on a compact gravel surface, passing through old-growth redwoods, maples, and hemlocks. One of the maples has grown over the trail and taken root on either side, creating a cool arch across the trail with over 6 feet of clearance underneath. The trail surface gets a little uneven and rolling with a slight cross slope, but it is generally pretty flat. You are continuing deeper into the old-growth forest, and any highway noise you heard at the beginning of the trail should fade.

There is a root across the trail at 0.5 mile, but it can be navigated with 3 feet of clearance on the right. The trail curves right around an old rotted-out tree, then you enter another grove of old growth. At 0.6 mile the trail curves sharply left along the creek. There is one unprotected drop-off with a 5–8% cross slope.

Cross another bridge over the creek at 0.7 mile—it is level, with smooth boards and handrails, but may be slippery so be careful. This is a nice spot to take in the experience for a moment; the creek is lush with plants, and you are surrounded by large redwoods. You then reach the intersection with the other side of the Simpson-Reed Trail loop—go right. You then come to a memorial grove along the creek. There is a bench with an armrest and space to pull over beside it. A wooden fence protects the drop-off. This is the only bench on the trail and a nice place to take a break. Continuing past the bench, there are some really nice old-growth trees, including several big fallen trees that are growing into nurse logs with new trees sprouting from their trunks, another sign of healthy old-growth forest.
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The bench overlooking the creek
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At 0.8 mile there is an interpretive sign about fire in the redwoods and some huge old-growth trees with massive burls at the base towering hundreds of feet above you. Some roots across the trail rise up to 3 inches above the surface, so navigate with care around the trees. The trail continues 5 feet wide on firm compacted gravel. At 0.9 mile it curves right and left and then splits around a large fallen tree—go right to see the exposed roots, but the trail continues to the left of the blowdown and narrows to 4 feet wide. You may start to notice road noise again. You then reach the end of the loop—go right to return to the trailhead.



[image: fig_33_1.jpg]





MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Begin at the trailhead sign to the left of the toilet.

	0.03 Go right at the fork for the loop trail.

	0.4 Go right to continue on the Peterson Memorial Trail.

	0.7 Go right at the fork to continue on the loop.

	0.9 Reach the end of the loop. Go right.

	0.93 Arrive back at the trailhead.
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6 REDWOOD ACCESS AND REVELATION TRAIL LOOP


WHY GO?

This route combines the Redwood Access Trail and the Revelation Trail to create a half-mile ADA accessible loop through lush redwood forest. The Revelation Trail was designed to be accessible for visitors who are blind or low vision; it has guide ropes along the length of the trail and around features such as uprooted trees so that visitors can engage multiple senses. A platform encircles a large redwood tree for an up-close experience.




THE RUNDOWN



	Spoon rating: 1 spoon, wheelchair accessible with two 5–8% inclines for a few feet

	Type: Lollipop loop

	Distance: 0.55 mile

	Elevation: 150 feet

	Elevation gain: 20 feet gain, 23 feet loss

	Max grade: 8%

	Max cross slope: 2%

	Typical width: 5 feet, minimum 3 feet

	Typical surface: Compact gravel

	Trail users: Hikers

	Season/schedule: Open year-round

	Water availability: Water fountains

	Sun exposure: Shaded

	Amenities: Flush restrooms, trash cans, benches, picnic tables, visitor center

	Pet-friendly: No

	Cell phone reception: None

	Special notes: Overhead and protruding objects on the Revelation Trail. Some areas of guide rope may be missing.

	Nearest town: Orick

	Land manager: Redwood National and State Parks, Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park, (707) 464-6101

	Pass/entry fee: None

	Land acknowledgment: Yurok ancestral territory








FINDING THE TRAILHEAD
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Getting there: From Orick, head north on US 101 for 5 miles. Take exit 753 for Newton B Drury Scenic Parkway. Turn left and continue 1.1 miles to Prairie Creek Road. Turn left and the visitor center is on the right. GPS: 41.363760, -124.022936. Note: The parkway is closed on the first Saturday of the month from October to May for Hike and Bike Day.

Parking: There is 1 accessible parking spot directly in front of the visitor center, and 2 spots just past the visitor center on Prairie Creek Road. A parking lot across the road from the visitor center has about 20 spots but they are time limited. Additional parking is on Prairie Creek Road.

Public transit: From the market in Orick, take Redwood Coast Transit route 20 towards Crescent City. The first stop is on the parkway at the Prairie Creek Visitor Center—go left on Prairie Creek Road to reach the visitor center.

Start: The trailhead at the right rear corner of the visitor center.
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The trail with a guide rope through the forest






THE HIKE

This trail has multiple access points. I recommend starting at the trailhead on the right side of the visitor center—this will avoid a section that is at a steep cross slope. There is a new trail access information sign here for the Redwood Access Trail. The trail starts 3 feet wide as it travels to the right of the visitor center, then you come to a wooden trail sign that marks the dedication of this trail in 1981 for International Year of the Disabled. Go to the right at the sign. The trail widens to 5 feet, and you immediately enter a grove of large redwoods. Continue on the level, firm trail through redwoods, sword ferns, and other understory plants. At 0.1 mile there is an old, very low log bench on the right.

At 0.2 mile you reach a signed trail intersection. Go right to continue on the Access Trail to the Revelation Trail. Wooden poles with guide ropes line the right side of the trail, guiding visitors along a wonderful sensory-scape of sword ferns and mossy trees. You soon reach a large tree that has fallen along the side of the trail. It is over 5 feet high and covered in moss, ferns, and other plants. A moss-covered maple also grows low and protrudes over the trail here; the lowest branch is over 6 feet high, but the trunk of the tree is a couple feet into the trail corridor, so be cautious if you are following the guide rope.

Shortly after, some guide rope may be missing as the trail leads
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MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Begin at the trailhead on the north side of the visitor center. Go right at the wooden sign for the Access Trail.

	0.2 Reach an intersection with the Revelation Trail. Go right.

	0.25 Reach another intersection with the Revelation Trail. Go left.

	0.3 Reach a platform around a large redwood tree.

	0.4 Reach the end of the Revelation Trail. Go right on the Access Trail.

	0.55 Arrive back at the trailhead.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Find more trail guides, resources, and information about group hikes at www.disabledhikers.com.


Links provided in this book and trail updates can be found at www.disabledhikers.com/the-disabled-hikers-guide-to-northern-california.


National Park and Federal Recreational Lands Access Passes can be obtained at www.nps.gov/subjects/accessibility/interagency-access-pass.htm.


Information on California State Parks passes can be found at www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=1049.


A simplified fact sheet about wheelchair and OPDMD use is provided by the Department of Justice at www.ada.gov/resources/opdmds.


National Park Service rules for wheelchairs and OPDMD can be found at www.nps.gov/subjects/accessibility/mobility-devices.htm. Similar rules apply at national forests.
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The Stout Grove trail through old-growth redwoods
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The trail passing between blowdowns
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Howland Hill Road
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The wide gravel section of trail approaching an old landslide
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The Stout Tree
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The picnic table nearest to the beach
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The path to picnic tables on the beach
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A large burled redwood
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The trail passing narrowly around trees
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Looking down at Enderts Beach from the top of the hill
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