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    With humility, I wish to register my gratitude to all those who walked with me during my time in Babylon. They provided me with the strength I needed when I was crippled. They gave me a walking stick to stand and soldier on the journey. I owe a debt of gratitude for the comfort, advice, and guidance you gave me, which had a major impact on my life.
I must give credit to a substantial number of people who have made this book what it is today. May the Lord accompany you on your journey! May the Lord bless your life and the lives of those you love with joy and promptness.
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This book takes a closer look at one of the most popular songs, especially to me. It was my namesake Boney M. who popularised it when he sang "Oh how can we sing the Lord's song in a strange land" in one of his Christmas album: The melody of the song is so appealing and the song is as danceable even as a secular song and dance.

During the year, I have thought so deeply about what I can write to inspire many men and women to move in this world smoothly despite this world being so unfriendly and unwelcoming to many people. There are millions of people who find life in this world an uphill task. They look for means to escape from the troubles not only of economic nature but of social order created by other human beings. Indeed, you can have everything you need in this world, but if you lack peace and harmony, you are nothing; the many problems we are witnessing today are largely because of this dysfunctional social order. 

My previous work, an experience of religious life in the 21st century, a journey of faith, hope and love, was directed at those in the Catholic Religious life. After some thinking coupled with my own experiences, I thought of widening the scope and writing another book on a more general topic encompassing many people who may struggle to get a way where there seems to be none. 

I'm using my own experiences as the foundation for this book. I start by telling my story. I hope it will speak to many people across the different corners of the world. 
"We proclaim to you what we ourselves have seen and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ (I John 1:3).
I have used quite several scripture passages from both the Old and New Testament to show how scripture can directly speak to us and help us embark on our journey to the Promised Land. Through the prophets, the voice of God kept making the Israelites think about their relationship with Yahweh, so they could sing psalms and other sacred songs to Him. At the banks of Babylon, the prophets talked to the people, asking them to think twice about what they had done to their covenant relationship. It is the breaking of this covenantal relationship which made them to be taken to Babylon. When they will hearken to the voice of Yahweh, he will bring them back to the land promised to them-land flowing with milk and honey. 

Similar things happen to us: our sins can often lead us to exile; our broken relationship with others can bring us into exile. The hatred others have for us can bring us to the worst Babylonian exile. But faith and patience are the key steps from the deep steep sides of Babylonian rivers to the Promised Land. The Promised Land belongs to us all. Whether we make it there depends on our decisions. Sometimes we are too weak to get ourselves there; that is why we need others, men and women of good will to remind us of our obligations and how to get out of the deep waters to the dry land-wet and green, full of honey and milk.

If you meet one stranded on those rivers of Babylon, be gentle to them; treat them as human beings who really need love and compassion. Help them gently and without judgment and condemnation to get out. When they get out, lead them like a good shepherd to where they have a permanent home-the kingdom of the most loving Father, His redeeming Son and His guiding Holy Spirit. Here they will forever sing the sweet and never ending song to the Lord and will bring many others to the same platform where joy, generosity, love, peace, purity, concern, care, compassion, forbearance and love belong.

This book is about helping the reader with skills and some knowledge of how you can get into exile, but more so what you are supposed to do with your experience in the exile. Can you still sing the song of the Lord no matter what happens to you? 

As usual, all my works are pregnant with rhetoric because I believe that from rhetoric, we can build our own post-exilic experiences. Ten of us can be in the same Babylon and come out with ten different Babylonian experiences because of our uniqueness. Rhetorical questions and expressions lead us to reflection and discovery.

I used several Facebook quotes and expressions in this book; they speak so much to us because they are experiences of different people going through novel experiences. If you look at them deeply, you will come to discover that all these expressions we put on social media are expressions of where we are at a particular time. They are more than often an outcry, either coming from the experiences we are undergoing, or from what we see in our environment; be it in our places of worship, communities, society, or the world. We often don’t have time to ponder their deeper meaning or ask ourselves, what could happen to my friend when she/he puts this forth on the public media? All of us are amateur psychologists who can use this knowledge and skills to help ourselves first and to extend it to others. Pay attention to what these quotes are saying and ask yourself: "what could so and so be going through when they get into the internet"? 
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1.  By the rivers of Babylon 
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Psalm 137



"By the rivers of Babylon​[1] we sat and wept at the memory of Zion.

On the poplars that grew there, we hung up our harps.

For there our gaolers had asked us to sing to them a song, our captors to make merry, ‘sing us one of the songs of Zion.

’ How could we sing a song of Yahweh on an alien soil?

If I forget you Jerusalem!

May my right hand wither!

May my tongue remain stuck to my palate if I do not keep you in mind, if I do not count Jerusalem the greatest of my joys”


——————————————————————————————————————————————
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These psalmists were completely downcast. They must have felt as if the sky had come down on them and covered them, trapped them in the company of their oppressors. They were so exhausted and dispirited that they could not sing the Lord's song in the place of their exile, and it felt like the sky was pressing down on them, trapping them with the people oppressing them and bringing the world to an end. Jerusalem was far away from them. They are living among polytheists-people who had not the slightest notion of Yahweh; people with evil intentions of seeing the Israelites suffer. They mockingly asked them to sing the lord's song, not with good intentions but with ulterior motives: to see them suffer. 

It is very painful when you are already distressed to get people adding salt to the injury. This would stress someone even more. This must have been the experience of the Israelites. They had gone through a lot of suffering; from their earliest days in Egypt and now they were under the Babylonians-all pagan nations according to their understanding. 

What I will talk about in the next chapter was much like what happened to them. If you have experienced nothing closer to this, thank the Lord for it. If it comes your way, learn the techniques to deal with it. Otherwise, it's not a pleasant one.

One thing I like with the psalmist is their commitment and faithfulness to their God and Jerusalem. They swear even when things are not going on well never to forget Yahweh: and the place of his encounter 

"If I forget you Jerusalem!

May my right hand wither!

May my tongue remain stuck to my palate if I do not keep you in mind, if I do not count Jerusalem the greatest of my joys”

Despite the humiliation and hardship they are going through, they still promise to never forget the source of their strength. Even if they are in deep suffering, they lived hoping one day they will return to Jerusalem and enjoy singing to the Lord in the temple built by their ancestor Solomon. How I wish I had the same deep faith like them! How I wish in the depth of my temptations and sufferings I can have the same hope of better times in the days to come. Unfortunately, this is not the way for many of us. When suffering comes something distracts us from the one who gives us hope; we get disillusioned and start thinking that the end of our life has come. We may occasionally move quickly to end it ourselves. This makes the experience even worse to those who have to bear with the loss. We extend our suffering to others. We make others suffer because of our own suffering, because of our selfishness, lack of patience and lack of a wider vision. We look at the impossibility and not focus on the way out. We say "I can't make it" because the work seems enormous. We focus more on the size of the wall and not the brick, as Will Smith, tells us about his experience "Stop thinking about the damn wall... "There is no wall. There are only bricks. Your job is to lay this brick perfectly. Then the next one; don't be worrying about no wall. Your only concern is one brick" ​[i] 

We need the deep faith of the Israelites that one day they will get back home. This is the same faith we find with Job; "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him (Job 13:15a)". Job is categorical that even if God kills him, he is still going to trust Him. What a faith! Job is focusing on one brick at a time-the God he knows to be steadfast and trustworthy God.

Read this beautiful preaching of unwavering faith in God. "Job could endure hardship through circumstances that have caused many to go crazy and others to have taken their own lives. Instead of self-destruction, Job said, yet will I trust him!"

Where do you stand today amid your suffering? Are you still bitter and angry with God? Or, determined to say "yet will i trust him"? Where are you? How do we know we can trust God? We know it because His Word is true and they will not return to Him void. Every Word he utters will accomplish in what He sent it to do, including those He speaks concerning you and I...As with Job, whatever test we may find ourselves in  today, God expect us to trust Him in it. He expects us to do what we are told in Proverbs 3:5-6-Trust in the Lord with all thine (your) heart; and lean not unto thine (your) own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy (your) paths"​[ii] 

Then Habakkuk picks up with the same note when he says; 

"Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will be joyful in God my Saviour.
The Sovereign Lord is my strength;
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
he enables me to tread on


2.  Formed through suffering





3.  What about a strange land? 
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