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Dear Reader,

Please understand that not only is it impossible to include a complete collection of different species feces within this book, it is also impossible to describe all poop in detail. Therefore, I leave it to you, dear Reader, to utilize the fine tools of the internet and libraries to further your study of this subject, where you will find a plethora of various poop, both in still frame and in video form. At the end of this book, you will find links to other websites you can use to further your exploration into this topic. Please understand that links expire and websites change, so I do apologize if any of the links I provide have done just that. You will also find a glossary. When a glossary term is used for the first time, it is in bold.

I have placed several questions throughout the text. Please, try to answer them before moving on. Many of them are like a scavenger hunt within the poop (yes, you read that correctly) and will aide you in your learning.

I normally prefer real books, but I highly recommend the digital format for this one. My ebooks are normally free with the purchase of a physical copy, so please take advantage of that. The reason for this is that I include many outside links to videos and such you may want to visit while reading this book. If you have the paper version, you will have to type the links in manually. With the e-version, all you have to do is click.

I can only hope that this book inspires you enough to learn more of the world of poop. Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Ms Cauldron

THANK YOU

I want to give a big thank you to Zoo Knoxville and the people that work there, Amy Flew, Michael Ogle, Rachel Varnell, and Sarah Glass. Without them, this book would not have been possible.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE PURPOSE OF STUDYING POOP

BIRDS

REPTILES

INSECTS, ARACHNIDS, AND OTHER CREEPY CRAWLIES

MAMMALS AT THE ZOO

RUMINANTS

WATER BASED ANIMALS

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​




[image: ]


THE PURPOSE OF STUDYING POOP

In this book, we will not only see the varying types of poop out there, but we will also learn why it looks the way it does.

Let’s begin with the most common poop to study, scat.

[image: image]

(Scat of a red fox)

Scat is the poop of wild animals, and it comes in a variety of shapes, colors, and yes, flavors. According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary, the first known use of scat as the meaning of animal excrement was in 1927. Prior to that, it was solely used to shoo away kitties. The first time​[1] someone told a cat to “Scat!” was in 1838.

Taking scat apart and looking at it can tell you what the animals who produced it have eaten, and therefore give you a better understanding of where the animal has been, how healthy the population is, and if any diseases are plaguing them. It’s a very useful tool, especially for those who take care of our wildlife. If you enjoy this book, and think you might like to work in a field where studying animal poop is part of your job, I encourage you to look into the different careers in wildlife management. The websites listed at the end of this book can help you with that.

Do you have some scat in your backyard? You probably do and don’t even know it! Want to learn more about scat? Jeff the Nature Guy has an excellent video on it. This video is best viewed after reading this book, so its link has been placed at the end.
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EVERYONE’S SEEN BIRD poop. It lands on cars, sidewalks, and even people’s hair! But have you ever wondered why it’s two different colors? Why doesn’t it look like your poop? Let’s find out.
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SEE THAT PICTURE? THAT’S poo from my own chickens. I’ve raised countless chickens, ducks, and turkeys, and other than the size of it, all their poo looks the same. But what about an ostrich?

When you think about an ostrich, you probably think that since it’s a big animal, it should excrete big, brown poo, you know, like a cow or something. But it doesn’t. Ostrich poop is just like any other bird, only much, much bigger.

All birds have white stuff, and brown/black stuff in their poop. But why? 

When a person, such as yourself, goes potty, your kidneys pull out the wastes from your blood, mix them with water, and then let it all go in the form of urine, that yellow stuff you probably call pee. Birds do the same thing, only without so much water. Their pee is actually uric acid (ow!) and therefore white. It’s called urate. That dark stuff you see in the white, that’s their actual poo. 

But, and this is the really fun part, a bird doesn’t have a bunch of plumbing down there like we do. It all comes out of the same place. That place is called a cloaca. And when they lay an egg? Yup, same place. Just think about that next time you order fried eggs for breakfast!

CYRANO GREEN ARACARI

[image: cyrano green aracari5.JPG]

The green aracari is a toucan from South America. Its poop looks very different from a chicken’s.

Can you guess why? The reason is diet. A toucan eats different stuff than the chicken does. While a chicken will eat fruits, vegetables, and insects, it is unable to fly and can only eat what it can find on the ground. The toucan lives in the trees and is able to have a more fruit and nut based diet than the chicken. Can you tell what this toucan was recently fed by looking at its poop?

[image: cyrano green aracari6.JPG]

See the different colors and shapes of the seeds? Those are the parts that didn’t digest all the way. That’s because seed hulls don’t digest very well. It’s things like this that help us discover what an animal’s diet is.

Some people keep these birds as pets. To see a pet aracari playing with a Golden Retriever, watch this video here:

https://youtu.be/ZU3xc6q2QAA

BARN OWL

[image: barn owl5.jpg]

Owls, along with storks, hornbills, and many other species of birds, pass what’s called a pellet. Owls eat their food whole and are unable to digest certain items, such as the hair and bones. These items are regurgitated, that’s a real fancy word for thrown up, in the form of a pellet. Pellets dry out pretty quickly, and a really fun project is to dissect them to see what the owl has recently eaten. You can sometimes find whole skeletons inside one pellet. The end of this book tells where you can search to get your own pellet.

Here’s a video of a barred owl regurgitating a pellet:

https://youtu.be/PTLaxqmcYeY

Owls don’t just regurgitate pellets. They poop like all the other birds too, except it’s mostly white. Can you think why?

[image: barn owl2.JPG]

If you’ll remember, the black part of bird poop is the solid stuff, like your poop, and the white part is their pee, or urates. Since an owl regurgitates so much of its solid matter, it mainly just excretes urates.

CRESTED SCREAMER

[image: Crested_Screamer_from google.jpg]

Photo by Trisha Shears

Obviously, the crested screamer likes to scream. You would too if your poop was purple. What?! The poop of the crested screamer can be purple? Yes, crested screamer poop is often times purple.​​[2]

For a video of a crested screamer “screaming”, visit

https://youtu.be/SeaByXgH7nU

[image: crested screamer4.JPG]

Crested screamer poop is tapered at one end, giving it the appearance of a long chocolate kiss. Mmmm, yummy. This is also what peacock poop looks like.

CRANE

[image: image]

Photo Courtesy of A. Basit of Animal Wildlife

Cranes are about the size of a peacock or the crescent screamer, but their poop looks more like regular bird poop than chocolate kisses.

[image: crane3.jpg]

BALI MYNAH

[image: bali mynah10.JPG]

Originally from Indonesia, the Bali mynah is an endangered species. They can’t fly very far, and even though it’s illegal, a lot of people keep them as pets. They make their nests in holes in the trunks of trees and eat mainly fruit and insects. The mom and the dad share the chores of constructing their nest, sitting on their eggs, and raising their chicks.​[3]

The Bali mynah, golden taffeta weaver, and superb starlings all have toxic poop, that means poisonous (Who wouldn’t want toxic poop?). Their poop isn’t always toxic. It’s just when they’re stressed that toxins are emitted with their poop. But since that means their poop could be toxic at any time, Zoo Knoxville must keep them constantly quarantined, or separate from the other animals. While the toxins are obviously not harmful to them personally, this poop can be a great weapon to use against their predators2.

[image: bali mynah.JPG]

Unlike what our imaginations would lead us to believe, toxic poop does not glow green or purple. (Although, that would be pretty awesome!) Toxic poop looks just like normal poop, and that is why it is so dangerous, and so important to treat in a safe manner.
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REPTILES

Reptile poop is very similar to bird poop. It is white and black just like birds, and the white part is also called urate. This is because reptiles use a cloaca like birds do. Remember what a cloaca is?

COMMON LIZARD

[image: lizard2.JPG]

See the white spot on the rock? That is a urate deposit from a common lizard. The hot sun and dry air turn it into a flat powder, making it look almost like someone spray painted the rock.

GUATAMALAN BEARDED LIZARD

[image: guatamalan beaded lizard2.JPG]

This is the poop from a Guatemalan bearded lizard. The urate is easily seen next to its regular dark poop. Do you see the similarities between this and the chicken poop near the beginning of the book?

What about how different it is? See how the dark parts have hair in them? That’s because the bearded lizard eats mice and other animals with fur. The hair doesn’t digest completely and comes out in their poop. 

KOMODO DRAGON

[image: komodo dragon5.JPG]

Photo by Michael Ogle

Can you tell where the urates are in this picture? That’s correct. It’s that white stuff to the right of the logs of poop.

Komodo dragons know all about poop. In fact, after they kill their prey, they will sling the intestines around until all the poop comes out. Then, they will eat the empty intestines. Some dragons will even roll around in their prey’s poop in order to smell gross. That way bigger animals won’t try to eat them
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