
CALLED AS WE ARE

BY ED NEELY

Copyright © 2016 HAYES PRESS. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, without the written permission of Hayes Press.

Published by:

HAYES PRESS 

The Barn, Flaxlands

Royal Wootton Bassett

Swindon, SN4 8DY

United Kingdom

www.hayespress.org

First Edition August 2017

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible® (NASB®), Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission (www.Lockman.org).  Scriptures marked RV are from the Revised Version Bible, 1885 (Public Domain). Scriptures marked KJV are from the King James Version, 1611 (Public Domain).  Scriptures marked NKJV are from the HOLY BIBLE, the New King James Version® (NKJV®). Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc.  Used by permission. 


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

CHAPTER ONE: CALLED AS WE ARE

CHAPTER TWO: LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR

CHAPTER THREE: TEMPTATION

CHAPTER FOUR: THE CITIES OF REFUGE AND THE CITIES OF THE LEVITES

CHAPTER FIVE: IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH

CHAPTER SIX: THE GLORY OF THE HOUSE

CHAPTER SEVEN: MOSES’ WRONG ANSWER

CHAPTER EIGHT: A SEPARATED NATION

CHAPTER NINE: A LACE OF BLUE

CHAPTER TEN: IN THE SHADOW OF CALVARY

CHAPTER ELEVEN: THESE TEN TIMES

CHAPTER TWELVE: THE DAY SHALL DECLARE IT

CHAPTER THIRTEEN: PERSONAL WITNESSING

CHAPTER FOURTEEN: LIGHT IN THEIR DWELLINGS

CHAPTER FIFTEEN: THE SIN OFFERINGS

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: THE SWEET SAVOUR OFFERINGS

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: THE SHEPHERD’S RODS

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: PROPHETS OF REVIVAL!

CHAPTER NINETEEN: JEALOUSY

CHAPTER TWENTY: THE QUIET TIME

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE: FURNISHED LIBERALLY

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO: A CHOSEN RACE

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE: QUAKE!

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR: HOLY LIVING

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE: GOSSIP

CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX: MAKING DISCIPLES

CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN: THE CHOSEN SERVANT

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT: PRAISE IN PRAYER

CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE: CHRIST IN MATTHEW’S GOSPEL

CHAPTER THIRTY:  THE ERROR OF MONARCHIANISM

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE: SONS OF THE MIGHTY

CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO: MOSES THE MAN OF GOD - CHOSEN, PREPARED AND CALLED

CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE: CHOICES

CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR: ON THE THRONE - GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE NATIONS

CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE: WHY THE EXCITEMENT?

CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX: GIVING TO GOD

CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN: BETHLEHEM

Further Reading: The View From Goak Hill: A Christian's Perspective on Life and Living

Also By Ed Neely

About the Publisher

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER ONE: CALLED AS WE ARE
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God doesn’t think and do as we think and do, and clearly He does not think and do as we think He ought: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (1). 

An example of a difference might be seen when God called Abraham to be a father of nations. He gave him a wife who was barren. Eventually, contrary to all nature, he had a son, Isaac, who also received a barren wife. Ultimately, however, Jacob was born. Jacob, Isaac’s son, in turn, married a girl that he did not love and another whom he did, but who was also barren. Three barren generations, according to human wisdom, is hardly the way to propagate and populate a multitude of peoples and nations. We simply would not have done things that way! God’s ways are not our ways! 

Again in the New Testament when God desired to develop a people for Himself, a capable people endowed with wisdom and ability, He began with a very small group of very incapable, unlearned and seemingly undesirable men. Had the religious leaders and the rabbis of the time been garnering disciples, they would have chosen from the ranks of the ceremonially clean, the ones they thought righteous according to the Law, men of sufficient intelligence and interest to study the Torah, perhaps with a view to becoming rabbis themselves, certainly men who were examples to others, who could display sterling disciple qualities; (men whom John the Baptizer through the Spirit’s wisdom called ‘offspring of vipers’ (2)). 

Instead, Jesus, doing His Father’s will, called to Himself a curious cross-section of contemporary society: down-to-earth and somewhat self-centred fishermen, more concerned with who was greatest among them than the Great One who walked in their midst; zealots who were in almost constant revolt against the Romans rather than those who were zealous for the things of God; a despised turn-coat tax collector suspected of fleecing rather than feeding God’s sheep; and one other who seemed to rob them blind, whose end was destruction. Jesus’ twelve disciples excluded His very own family, though after His crucifixion some are named as part of His people. His disciples had a mixture of Greek and Semitic names, perhaps a Judean along with Galileans, indicating a real microcosm of the Judaism of His day. 

Nor, as we see, was this to be a unique choosing of disciples, as Paul reminded the Corinthian church: “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, “the weak things, the base things, the things which are despised, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things which are, that no flesh should glory in his presence” (3). The wisdom and nobility of this world might have been highly prized by those of Corinth and those like them of Greek and Roman origins who prized their wisdom, but again we are reminded of the vast differences between the ways of God and men. Not only is the word of the cross foolishness to those who are perishing, but God still uses those who might be considered foolish and of no consequence to convey His message, “fools for Christ’s sake” (4). 

It is not the brilliance, strength and nobility of man that can appreciate the plans of God, not human self-confidence, but self-effacing faith that opens for us the narrow way and an understanding of His Word that enables us to realize that we “have the mind of Christ” (5). If Christ had chosen His own followers on the basis of human wisdom and good breeding the twelve apostles, the heroes of the New Testament, as well as us might well have been passed by. Instead He chose the very ordinary, turning human understanding and the worldly way of thinking upside down, that He might do extra-ordinary things through His own to His glory and one day receive them - and others through them - into the glorious courts of heaven.

Not only were the unschooled and ignoble called to discipleship and the fellowship of the Son of God, but a long list of those possessed in earlier days of the grossest sins had been likewise called, washed, sanctified, justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (6), not because God had any affinity with iniquity, but to demonstrate His grace and mercy and to prove the efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ on their behalf. God has called the dead in transgressions to life in Christ and as those so called we glorify His name.

In the wisdom of God not only has the way of salvation been hidden from the wise and understanding and revealed to babes, but the path of the disciple as well seldom discloses to the unbeliever the glories that shall be and the peace we have now in our hearts. Even the Apostle Paul was considered foolish, was defamed in his ministry, dishonoured, disgraced, reviled, persecuted and considered the off-scouring of all things. He laboured at his own expense, and was sent out as Christ was sent out; a lamb in the midst of wolves, weak for the sake of the weak, a servant of men that his Master might be glorified and the gospel might flourish. At times even reviled among churches that should have known better, he suffered at the hands and tongues of his brethren. His day of acknowledgement and reward awaits God’s soon-coming day of recompense. 

God, like Paul, does not wish that His message be distorted by association with the things that are so prized by the wisdom of this world. Those things, which James describes as sensual and demonic, are the very antithesis of the wisdom that is from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering and without hypocrisy (7). All in the New Testament churches and we ourselves were called as we were;

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,

O Lamb of God, I come! (8)

It has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him (9). In the meantime we should strive daily to be more like Him here and now. That desire, rather than an undue striving to excel in the things of the world, is to be our aim (10). The Holy Spirit through the Word of God reveals what a balance in these things should be.

We are not, therefore, to continue in the behaviour and character in which we were called. We commence our discipleship as infants in Christ. Then we are taught and begin to grow. We find that the message of the cross which at first attracted us through the Spirit’s gracious working contains more than justification. It concerns our sanctification; it concerns a renewal of attitude and action in response to the revelation of God; it calls for righteousness in thought and deed. It teaches us that the way to exaltation is humility and often humiliation, the way of obedience the way to the revealed wisdom of God. 

Our involvement in this call by Christ is to an active rather than passive participation in what God has called us to, an inclusion in something amazingly and completely different from what is all around us. We actually talk to God and expect answers! We are invited to bring our praises right into His very sanctuary. We are welcome to discuss our individual concerns, but more than that, when as a people for God we present the fruit of lips making confession to Christ’s name (11) we join with saints, angels, and heavenly beings, thrilling the heart of God with thoughts of His Son. Thanks be to God that we were called as we were! Thanks be to God that we are not now as we once were! Thanks be to God that there are even better things ahead!

References: (1) Is.55:8,9 (2) Matt.3:7 RV (3) 1 Cor.1:26-29 (4) 1 Cor.4:10 (5) 1 Cor.2:16 (6) 1 Cor.6:9-11 (7) Jas.3:15,17 (8) C. Elliott (9) 1 Jn.3:2 (10) 1 Cor.7:17,24 (11) Heb.13:15 RV
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CHAPTER TWO: LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR
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“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt.7:12).

Love Your Neighbour

Our text, this key verse from the Sermon on the Mount, concisely expresses the practical form that Christlikeness should take in our actions towards others. Its context, the inappropriateness of earthly anxiety, demonstrates the additional effect that its practice will have upon ourselves. The Lord had just finished telling His listeners that He had come to fulfil the law and the prophets. This summation of both of these, closely resembling the royal law of James 2:8, epitomizes His desire for the behaviour of all who would be sons of the Kingdom.

Leviticus 19:18 is quoted seven times in the New Testament, each time through its context revealing something further of the Person who fulfilled it, and giving further direction to those who would be His disciples: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. Matthew 5:44 adds the love of enemies; 19:21, responsibility to those less fortunate; 22:39, the impossibility of loving God without loving one’s fellow. Mark 12:33 shows the superiority of love over sacrifices and offerings, while the quotation in Galatians 5:13-15 underscores its importance in our lives in fellowship with believers. Luke 10:25-37 stresses the necessity for action rather than passivity in its fulfilment, and James 2:8-9 shows how that fulfilment requires special care. Matthew 7 begins with the need for a correct estimation of the character of others and ends with a right estimation of God. 

John also uses this order for the believer, while the unbeliever must firstly come to know God through Jesus Christ: 


“If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also” (1 Jn.4:20, 21).

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him” (1 Jn.5:1).


Hurtful Criticism

If we are to be like Christ we must avoid being censorious: “Judge not, that you be not judged.” This condemnation of others betrays the presence of hypocrisy in one’s own life, a “beam” evidenced by a lack of love. The admonition against such judging, like the command to throw the first stone in John 8:7, redirects one’s attention from the desire to correct or punish others to the need for personal repentance. 

This doesn’t mean that there is never the necessity to judge someone else. Indeed, the verses indicate that once a believer’s own life is in order, he should remove the “mote” from his brother’s eye, and Galatians 6:1 echoes the teaching that spiritual ones should aid in the restoration of those who have yielded to temptation. Furthermore, Matthew 7:16 give us the key to judgemental matters, saying, “You will know them by your fruits.” But a critical nature uncontrolled develops bigotry and is most unbecoming of a disciple of Jesus Christ. Our progress is to be made through prayer (verses 7-11) not through criticism, a point about which preachers and writers need also to be reminded. And if this is true in our relation to non-believers, how true it is concerning those linked with us in the Kingdom. David’s heart smote him after he had cut off part of Saul’s robe while they were in the cave, David’s hiding-place; so should ours when we attack in others the works and position of which such robes speak. “But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!” says Paul (Gal.5:15).


“Put on therefore, as God’s elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, if any man have a complaint against any ...” (Col.3:12,13).


The dual effect of this is outlined by Paul in Romans 14: 


“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way ... For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.” (vv.13,18).


Moral discrimination is necessary, but it must work in conjunction with love, and whoever converts a sinner from the error of his way saves a soul from death and covers a multitude of sins says James (Jas.5:20). Peter joins the thoughts: “above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins” (1 Pet.4:8).

Don’t Cast Your Pearls Before Swine

The covering of sins, however, does not give permission to the unbelieving to treat precious things as paltry. Neither dogs, nor those so-called in scripture (compare the use of dogs and swine in 2 Peter 2:22) have an appreciation of holy things; nor do swine value either pearls or those who offer them. “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor.2:14). What the natural man can see is the very practical translation of Christ and His word through our lives as we treat others as we would be treated.

Ask, Seek, Knock

Christlikeness will demand prayer. Peter reminds us of the Lord’s attitude throughout His life here, culminating in His crucifixion, in all of which He left us an example that we should follow His steps: reviled, yet unreviling, threatened, yet unthreatening (1 Pet.2:21-23). But prayer is more than taking one’s frustrations to the Father. In Luke’s fourteen references to Christ in prayer there is not one hint of this. Indeed, He calls on His Father to forgive the very ones crucifying Him; and instructs the disciples to pray, forgiving others, that their own debts might be forgiven. Consistent and continuing communication with the Father is the very essence of Christlikeness. With due regard to the Greek tenses, Wuest amplifies verses 17,18 this way:

“Keep on asking for something to be given and it will be given you. Keep on seeking, and you shall find. Keep on reverently knocking, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who keeps on asking for something to be given, keeps on receiving. And he who keeps on seeking, keeps on finding. And to him who keeps on reverently knocking, it shall be opened.

If we who are evil know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more does a heavenly Father know how to dispense good and unhurtful gifts?” The culmination of this, the supreme Good Thing given to His own is the Holy Spirit (Lk.11:13). It is significant that the “Golden Rule” verse comes where it does after the parenthetical account of prayer. What is more, the word therefore indicates that the good we do for others is to be patterned on what we have received from God. Alford says: “... give that which is good for each, to each, not judging uncharitably on the one hand, nor casting pearls before swine on the other.”

That is, we do for others not what suits us, making ourselves and our tastes the standards by which others must receive, but rather we do what we might have reason to believe they would like to have done unto them. And this standard of behaviour is not to be used with the idea of obtaining for ourselves our own desires from another. The exhortation is not seen to be manipulative, either in Matthew 7:12 or in Luke 6:31. It is a guide, not a goal for one’s actions: “Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did not please Himself” (Rom.15:2,3).

Nevertheless, God is debtor to no man. When Job prayed for his three friends so that they would not be judged according to their folly, God not only answered his supplication on their behalf, but also restored to him what he had lost, and doubled the amount. As we fulfil the royal law, there will be blessings which also accrue to our account down here. Christlikeness brings with it present as well as future blessings: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness; faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. It brings the security and fellowship that such qualities imbue, and reciprocal blessings coming from others who will react in kind to the Christian treatment accorded them.

Anxiety

On a very practical note, much of the anxiety that unfortunately at times characterizes human behaviour will disappear as we observe the Lord’s teaching. Worry changes nothing but the worrier, and that not for the better. It can’t change yesterday nor tomorrow; its only power is to rob the present of much of its potential. Be not therefore anxious, for though each day has its share of evil, this very practical Sermon on the Mount speaks blessing upon blessing to all who will seek first His kingdom, and His righteousness. In our doing as we would have done to us, we both glorify God and bring many benefits to the lives of others and our own.

Matthew 7:12, through its fulfilment of the law and the prophets has a parallel with the love commandments of Matthew 22:36-40. Our correct horizontal relationships, man with man, as we live as sons of the kingdom, must flow out of that great vertical relationship of love we have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER THREE: TEMPTATION
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When believers are tempted they emerge from the temptation in two groups, the one much larger than the other. Temptation either leads to the fulfilment of our own lust, in turn conceiving sin and bringing forth death (Jas.1:15); or it strengthens our faith in God. Those who endure temptation are promised a crown of life (Jas.1:12). God gives us encouragement to meet each temptation with the knowledge that there is a way of escape.

Scripture teaches us all we need to know about temptation, concerning both the tempter and his methodology. A comparison of Genesis 3 with Luke 4 shows the scope of the trial: the tempting of body, spirit and soul with the lust of the flesh, and lust of the eye, and the vain glory of life. It also shows how to deal with its source. Eve desired the food of the tree for her body, delighted her eyes with it, and longed-for wisdom through it. She took and ate. The Lord Jesus Christ, tempted by Satan to satisfy His hunger by a miracle, denied His body: “Man shall not live by bread alone”; delighted not in the vision of worldly kingdoms: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve”; and rejected any temptation to act independently to His own glory: “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”. 

Every temptation is a variety of these. The scope falls well under the protection that God has provided for the believer. The power of the tempter pales under the pronouncement of God the Spirit who indwells us: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you (Jas.4:7; 1 Pet.5:9). We know that we will be beset with temptation and the Scripture teaches us how to be victorious over it. We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices.

Above all there must be the desire to overcome. We must not allow our minds to become sin’s breeding grounds and then expect to be immune to its effects. Daniel’s mind was skilled in all wisdom, endued with knowledge and understanding science, quick to be educated in language and custom, but all that together would not protect him in temptation. Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself. It was that purpose that brought about the proving of his faith through the threats of kings, pomp of power, plots of presidents, and mouths of physical and spiritual lions. In God’s eyes he was a man greatly beloved, perfect and entire, lacking nothing (Jas.1:4), of whom the world was not worthy (Heb.11:32,38).

Purpose of heart will lead to separation of the godly from all that threatens to lead us in our own enticement and lust. Joseph’s example is a good one for us all. Faced with temptation, he fled, and Paul exhorts us in his advice to Timothy to do the same: “Man of God, flee these things” (1 Tim.6:11; 2 Tim.2:22).  Finally the armour of God will enable us to stand where flight is impossible. The victories of Josheb-basshebeth, Eleazar and Shammah (2 Sam.23:8-12) are won daily against far more dangerous foes by those who arm themselves as directed in Ephesians 6:10-18.
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