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A Note From George

When I wrote the Home Bible back in 2010, I wanted to create a book that would improve the quality of ordinary homes and the lives of people across Britain. The world of home design may have moved on since then but the core principles of everything I wrote remain the same. The Home Bible was about space and how to make rooms work rather than about stylist fashions and that’s what makes the book timeless. That’s what this Room by Room series is all about: breaking it down into separate projects, equipping you with all you need to know about each space and how to transform the home you live in.

Every single home – and type of home – in the UK has potential. Bags of it. Whether you live in a tiny flat or apartment, a grand detached home or something in between, it’s important to remember that it’s not the size that matters, but the way you actually use your space. Small rooms can be beautiful. There are solutions for every scenario, whether you’re working on one room or the whole house.

Each ebook contains a fully comprehensive list of resources, from the planning process and costing, to managing the build and finding the right experts. It will help you to create spaces that work to suit the specific needs of your family, transform your lives and hopefully add a bit of value. Complete with tricks of the trade, expert design know-how, layout planning and materials to suit all budgets, this series should be accessible and inspirational for everyone – it’s your home bible.

I hope that you enjoy these ebooks and they help you to make the most of your home, Room by Room.


How to draw

From a very early age, I loved to draw. I always had a pen in my hand, sketching objects, buildings and spaces around me. Drawing became a part of my everyday life, and to this day it continues to give me such pleasure. I’m incredibly lucky: something that fills me with such joy is now a big part of my job. Drawing is probably the most important element of being an architect. It allows me to communicate my ideas about a space or building to everyone involved in a massively visual way.

Architectural drawing is not just about creating a ‘finished’ product; it’s an organic process, which grows and develops with every stroke of pencil. It’s a way of testing and rethinking the different ideas and methods of resolving design problems, as well as finding solutions that aren’t immediately evident.

When I am redesigning the layout and spaces of a home, I come up with a variety of different ways to reconfigure the space. It’s through the process of drawing that I can quickly see the different layout options and potential design. It’s very rare that the first design sketch manages to encapsulate what I’m thinking and solve all of the problems. When I get my ideas down on paper, they seem to flow and present new solutions all on their own.

It is so important that you get the drawing right for your home, well before you start any physical building works. If you get the design right at the outset, it will save you a huge amount of time and money. The last thing you want to do is make changes to the design once the building work has started. Get it down on paper, play with it until you are happy, and then create a final drawing from which everything in your new space will be built.

Freehand drawing

One of the first things you’ll hear me ask when I take on a home project is: Do me a drawing. Not surprisingly, whenever I make this request of anyone who isn’t an architect, or an artist or a draughtsman, I get the same reply: I can’t draw!

This is absolutely rubbish! If you can lift up a pen and make markings on a piece of paper then, as far as I’m concerned, you can draw.

Think back to when you were a kid. I bet you did drawings of some description every single day – whether you were sketching, drawing airplanes, rockets, dolls, houses, birthday cards for your mum or your favourite cartoon character. Drawing is a fundamental activity in every kid’s life, and it was something enjoyable, too, because there was no one there who told us we couldn’t do it!

The problem is that most of us stopped. Other things in our lives took over, and before we knew it, we gave up drawing for computers, mobile phones and digital cameras. We may also have developed a sneaking suspicion that drawing is for kids, and we weren’t actually very good at it. But look at it this way: it isn’t a case of you can’t draw; you simply stopped doing it!

In order to rethink your home and get your ideas across to your architect or builders, it’s time to start drawing again.

What you’ll need:

•  Any sheet of paper will do, but if you want plenty of space to explore your ideas, a big pad of A3 paper will be perfect

•  A pencil (or pens, whichever you feel comfortable with)

•  A good eraser

•  Your imagination

•  Don’t worry about rulers for your first drawings. The idea is to get your ideas down in a way that everyone can understand, and play with them until you feel you’ve got them exactly right. That means lots of erasing and ripped-up sheets of paper en route.


Pictures are a language that everyone understands, and creating drawings helps everyone on the project to visualise exactly what you want your home to be.



2-D space planning

Once you’ve explored your idea, and experimented with the fun of free-thinking and freehand drawing, it’s time to test those ideas on a measured, two-dimensional space plan. If you have the original plans supplied by your estate agent, or any old architectural plans, that’s a fantastic starting point.

The most important element of this exercise is to ensure that you are drawing to scale. For example, if you are looking to replan your kitchen or your bathroom, the dimensions of the existing space are absolutely critical to replanning the space properly. You need to be entirely sure that the standard elements, such as baths, sinks, toilets, appliances and kitchen units can actually fit accurately into the space you have.

So, make sure your existing plans are to scale. Next, you need to get yourself a scale rule. This is the most important tool you’ll need when working out what will fit where in your replanned home. If your ideas won’t actually fit in the space you have, it’s time to go back to the drawing board.

Starting from scratch

If you don’t have any existing plans of your home, it’s very simple to produce your own. To create your own plans and begin the process of accurately replanning it, you need the following:

•  Sheets of gridded paper. This will not only help you to keep all of your lines straight (most of our houses are square), but will allow you to draw your plans to scale. For example, 1 centimetre on the gridded paper may equal 1 metre of your home’s space.

•  A decent set of pencils and pens, and an eraser!

•  A measuring tape to accurately measure the existing spaces. Make sure it’s a minimum of 5 metres in length.

•  A decent-sized roll of tracing paper. If you can’t find this at your local art-supply shop, then buy a cheap roll of greaseproof paper from your local supermarket. It will do the job just as well!

Your first drawings

A good place to begin is to put together a small library of drawings of all of the standard elements you need to design into your space. Appliance, fixtures-and-fittings and furniture companies quite often provide measured plans of everything they sell. Collecting together the standard sizes from the product catalogues will help you when you are redesigning the spaces. Get them for everything you can find, from kitchen appliances and bathroom fittings to wardrobes and bedroom furniture.

Once you’ve got your measured, ‘to-scale’ plans drawn up, the fun begins! Here’s what to do:

•  To test out many different ideas and configurations, simply place sheets of the tracing or greaseproof paper over your plans and let your pen start doing the work.

•  By simply sketching over and over the same space, you can look at rearranging the elements in the space in many different ways.

•  You can look at moving the walls or the window positions, or simply moving around the bathroom fittings in the existing space, to find the most efficient and easy-to-build plan.

•  Cut out scale drawings of your appliances, fittings and key bits of furniture, and pop them on top to see if your ideas actually work in practice. Move them around until the configuration is just right. When it works, sketch them onto the paper.

•  You can place sheets on top of sheets as you investigate different options, and remove the ones that don’t work as you go. But keep them to one side; you never know when the seed of an idea will germinate into something new and better!


With any part of architectural design or building game, it’s always worth knowing and fully understanding all of the rules before you become brave enough to bend or break them.



This process will undoubtedly take time, because there are literally countless ways of redesigning the very same space. But this time is so worth investing; at some point everything will just fall into place and you will be happy in the realisation that you have the design solution absolutely right – on paper, at least!

The beauty of the grid

The simple grid has been used for literally hundreds of years to design buildings and whole cities. From the layout of urban metropolises like Manhattan – ruthlessly laid out on a gridded street pattern – to the designs of modern skyscrapers by architects like Mies van der Rohe, grids have been used to strictly and accurately plan buildings and their elevations.

Today, most of our existing homes are designed using a combination of straight lines to form rooms – which are often rectangular or square in plan. In other words, almost everything in architecture is undertaken using some sort of grid. Grids get the scale right and allow us to explore the space with some accuracy.


The grid is a beautiful way of keeping your new design scheme well organised, rectilinear and spatially efficient. One of my favourite architects, Alvar Aalto, used the grid in many of his house plans, breaking away in some areas to create exciting, curved forms. My favourite of his house designs is Villa Mairea, in Finland, where he has achieved breathtaking beauty by combining a more formal L-shaped layout with sumptuous curves and stark diagonals.



Drawing to scale

From your point of view, using gridded paper will not only ensure that you get that all-important scale of your existing spaces right, but it will also help you to redesign those spaces in a logical, simple and straightforward manner. Don’t get me wrong: I’m not against using curves and organic shapes when you are redesigning your home. Not at all! These exciting forms can transform architecture into something special; however, you need to understand the rules of the grid before you decide to break them.

It’s also important to realise that curved spaces are more expensive to build; they can be difficult when it comes to fitting in standard rectangular pieces of furniture or appliances; and, when they are badly designed, curved walls can often make a space very inefficient. So think very carefully before going crazy with wilful shape-making.

There’s no reason why you can’t achieve something similar with your own home; for a design beginner, the grid makes life simple.

Simple alignment

Alignment is a design principle that is a little difficult to describe. It’s commonly used by architects when they’re going through the process of creating efficient plans. In my design office, you’ll often hear people talking about ‘aligning walls’ to line up with other walls, or having corridors ‘line up’ with windows to give you a view out in a particular space.

Creating spaces that are balanced and aligned with each other means that they become simple and well organised; in turn, they are efficient and make great use of the space you have. For example, building walls that are randomly staggered – or corridors that bend and weave their way through a space – often creates complicated and in efficient plans that aren’t particularly user-friendly, or, more important, easy to build.

As you are sketching over your existing home layouts – particularly if you are using gridded paper to keep an element of control in the creation of the new spaces – you will realise how easy it is to align all of the individual elements to create a balanced plan and elegant spaces.


Aligning walls and spaces to create very uncomplicated lines and routes through a space keeps the architecture simple and straightforward.



Creating a floor plan

If you don’t have layouts or plans, accurately measure your space, including windows, doors, storage space, radiators, stairs, electrical and phone outlets, chimney breasts and anything that features in your rooms. You’ll only need to do this process once, but you might want to make a few photocopies!

1  Lay a piece of tracing paper over the top and do a rough draft sketch.

2  Now you can arrange the space, moving appliances, fixtures, furniture and even
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