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The True Logos and the Light
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"In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." — John 1:4–5

Every generation is shaped by the ideas it embraces. Ideas build civilizations, inspire revolutions, shape cultures, direct education, influence governments, and determine the course of history. Every philosophy, every worldview, every scientific theory, every theological system, and every cultural movement begins with a way of seeing reality. At the heart of every age lies a fundamental question:

Where does truth come from? Is truth discovered through autonomous human reason? Is it constructed by culture? Is it determined by experience? Or has truth been revealed by the living God? This book is an invitation to return to the foundation upon which all true knowledge, wisdom, and life must stand—the eternal Logos, Jesus Christ.

John begins his Gospel with words that intentionally echo the opening chapter of Genesis: "In the beginning was the Word (Logos), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." Before there was creation, there was the Logos. Before there was light, there was the One who would speak light into existence. Before humanity searched for God, God revealed Himself. The Bible begins not with humanity's search for truth but with God's gracious act of self-revelation. 

The eternal Logos is not merely God's Messenger. He is God's perfect self-revelation. He is the Word through whom all things were created, the Light that shines into darkness, the Wisdom of God incarnate, and the King through whom the Kingdom is revealed. Everything God desires to make known about Himself reaches its fullest expression in Jesus Christ. Yet Scripture also reveals another story unfolding alongside this glorious revelation. It is the story of humanity's continual attempt to establish knowledge apart from God.

From the serpent's question in Eden—"Did God really say?"—to the Tower of Babel, from the wisdom of ancient empires to the philosophies of Greece, from the confidence of the Enlightenment to the autonomous thinking of modern culture, humanity has repeatedly sought to become its own final authority. This is not a rejection of intelligence. It is the elevation of autonomy. Reason itself is a magnificent gift from God. Logic, language, scholarship, science, philosophy, hermeneutics, and critical thinking all reflect the remarkable capacities with which humanity has been created.

The Christian faith has never called believers to abandon the mind. On the contrary, Jesus commands us to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. The danger arises only when these gifts become detached from the One who gave them. Reason becomes autonomous. Wisdom becomes pride. Knowledge becomes self-exalting. The creature attempts to sit in judgment over the Creator. 

This book therefore does not argue against reason. It argues for the redemption of reason. It seeks to demonstrate that every human faculty reaches its highest purpose only when illuminated by the Holy Spirit and governed by the eternal Logos. The central conflict of Scripture is not ultimately between faith and reason. Nor is it between science and religion. It is between revelation and autonomy.

Will humanity receive God's self-disclosure with humility, or will it insist upon defining reality according to its own understanding? That question echoes from Genesis to Revelation and confronts every generation anew.

The answer is found in Christ. John declares that the Logos became flesh. The eternal Word entered history. The invisible God made Himself visible. The Light of the world stepped into human darkness. In Christ, God's revelation is no longer merely spoken, it is embodied. To know Him is to know the Father. To walk with Him is to walk in the Light. To follow Him is to enter into the life of the Kingdom.

This book traces that magnificent journey through seven interconnected themes that together reveal the beautiful progression of God's work in redemption. 

It begins with the Logos, for everything starts with God's self-revelation in Jesus Christ. From the Logos comes the Light, for God's revelation always brings illumination. As the Light shines into creation and into the human heart, it exposes darkness, reveals truth, and awakens life. The work of illumination is applied by the Holy Spirit, who opens blind eyes, leads believers into all truth, glorifies Christ, and writes God's Word upon the heart. The Spirit does not replace the Scriptures; He illumines them, enabling believers to behold the glory of the One to whom they testify.

This divine illumination confronts the mind, the battlefield where revelation is either received or resisted. Scripture teaches that the human mind was affected by the Fall, yet it also proclaims the glorious promise that the mind can be renewed through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. The Christian life is therefore not an abandonment of thought but its restoration. God does not ask His people to think less deeply; He calls them to think more faithfully.

The renewed mind responds with Emunah—biblical faith. Faith is not blind optimism nor irrational belief. It is the steadfast, covenantal trust that receives God's revelation and lives in confident obedience even when circumstances appear contrary to what God has promised. Faith is the open hand that receives what the Logos has revealed.

From faith grows wisdom. Scripture presents wisdom not merely as intellectual achievement but as the skill of living according to God's revealed truth. Wisdom is revelation embodied. It is truth translated into character, discernment, worship, justice, compassion, and holy living. The wise person is not simply one who knows many things, but one whose life increasingly reflects the mind of Christ.

Finally, these transformed lives become the visible expression of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom is the manifestation of men and women who have been shaped by the Logos, illuminated by the Light, renewed by the Spirit, governed by divine wisdom, and empowered by faith. Through such lives, heaven begins to touch earth. The reign of Christ becomes visible in homes, churches, communities, vocations, and every sphere of human life.

This progression forms the theological framework of the entire book:

Revelation → Illumination → Transformation → Manifestation

God reveals Himself in Christ. The Holy Spirit illuminates the truth of that revelation. The believer's mind and heart are transformed. The Kingdom becomes visible through lives that reflect the character of the King. This movement is not an abstract theological formula. It is the very rhythm of Scripture itself. 

Genesis begins with the Logos speaking and light entering creation. The prophets continually call God's people back to His revealed Word. The Gospels reveal the Logos made flesh. Pentecost records the Spirit illuminating hearts with holy fire. The Epistles describe renewed minds walking in wisdom.

Revelation concludes with the New Jerusalem illuminated by the glory of God and the Lamb, where there is no more night because the Light has triumphed forever.

This book is therefore not merely a study of theology. It is an invitation. An invitation to rediscover the beauty of the eternal Logos. To walk in the Light rather than the darkness. To allow the Holy Spirit to illuminate every thought. To submit every idea, every philosophy, every ambition, and every desire to Christ. To recover a mind set ablaze by the truth of God. To exchange autonomous thinking for joyful dependence upon divine revelation. To become a people whose lives proclaim not merely the message of the Kingdom, but whose very character becomes its visible witness.

For the Light still shines. The Logos still speaks. The Spirit still illumines. The mind can still be renewed. Faith still overcomes. Wisdom is still found in Christ. And the Kingdom of God is still advancing through those who walk in the Light of the eternal Logos. 

May these pages not simply inform your understanding. May they illuminate your heart. May they renew your mind. May they deepen your love for Christ. And may they lead you ever more fully into the glorious Light of the One who declared: "I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
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Walk by the Logos of Christ, not the logos of this world
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The world, including at times even segments of the Church, often operates according to the logos of logic: human reasoning, philosophical systems, intellectual analysis, and accumulated knowledge that is detached from divine revelation.

While logic in itself is a useful tool of reasoning and order, it becomes limited, and even distorted, when elevated as the highest authority of truth. Scripture contrasts this human-centred wisdom with the Logos of Christ, which is not merely a system of thought, but the living wisdom and revelation of God Himself.

God calls believers not to be governed by the autonomous reasoning of this age, but to walk according to the divine Logos revealed in Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 1 makes a radical distinction between worldly wisdom and divine wisdom revealed in Christ. Paul writes: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness [absurd and illogical] to those who are perishing and spiritually dead [because they reject it], but to us who are being saved [by God’s grace] it is [the manifestation of] the power of God. 19 For it is written and forever remains written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise [the philosophy of the philosophers], and the cleverness of the clever [who do not know Me] I will nullify.” 20 Where is the wise man (philosopher)? Where is the scribe (scholar)? Where is the debater (logician, orator) of this age? Has God not exposed the foolishness of this world’s wisdom? 21 For since the world through all its [earthly] wisdom failed to recognise God, God in His wisdom was well-pleased through the [c]foolishness of the message preached [regarding salvation] to save those who believe [in Christ and welcome Him as Saviour]. 22 For Jews demand signs (attesting miracles), and Greeks pursue [worldly] wisdom and philosophy, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, [a message which is] to Jews a stumbling block [that provokes their opposition], and to Gentiles foolishness [just utter nonsense], 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks (Gentiles), Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 [This is] because the foolishness of God [is not foolishness at all and] is wiser than men [far beyond human comprehension], and the weakness of God is stronger than men [far beyond the limits of human effort].

The cross is not simply a religious symbol; it is the divine interruption of human logic. It dismantles the assumption that God can be reached, understood, or controlled through human intellectual ascent. To the natural mind, the cross appears irrational. But in reality, it reveals a higher order of wisdom that transcends human reasoning altogether.

Christ did not come merely to offer a “better philosophy” or a “higher ethical system.” He came to dismantle the authority of autonomous human wisdom and replace it with divine revelation. When Paul speaks of God destroying the wisdom of the wise, he is not condemning intelligence itself, but the exaltation of human reasoning as self-sufficient truth. In this sense, Christ confronts what could be called the logos of this age—a system of reasoning that excludes God, relies solely on human intellect, defines truth through consensus or empirical limitation, and resists revelation that transcends natural understanding. Thus, Christ is not merely an addition to human knowledge; He is the revelation that judges and reorders all knowledge.

1 John 3 declares: “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.” When this is read alongside Paul’s teaching, a deeper theological link emerges: the “wisdom of this age” is not neutral.  It is part of a fallen system of thinking that resists God’s revelation. And therefore, it participates, directly or indirectly, in the works Christ came to undo. This does not mean all human reasoning is evil. Rather, it means that any system of thought that excludes God becomes vulnerable to distortion, pride, and deception. It means we are called to seek God’s wisdom, knowledge and understanding above the logos of this world. In biblical terms, “works of the devil” are not only moral sins but also systems of deception that distort truth, identity, and dependence on God. When wisdom becomes self-exalting and godless, it begins to operate within that fallen framework.

James makes this contrast even sharper in chapter 3: 13 Who among you is wise and intelligent? Let him by his good conduct show his [good] deeds with the gentleness and humility of true wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be arrogant, and [as a result] be in defiance of the truth. 15 This [superficial] wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly (secular), natural (unspiritual), even demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder [unrest, rebellion] and every evil thing and morally degrading practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure [morally and spiritually undefiled], then peace-loving [courteous, considerate], gentle, reasonable [and willing to listen], full of compassion and good fruits. It is unwavering, without [self-righteous] hypocrisy [and self-serving guile]. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness (spiritual maturity) is sown in peace by those who make peace [by actively encouraging goodwill between individuals].

James identifies two distinct sources of wisdom. Earthly wisdom is rooted in self-interest, driven by ambition and comparison, produces disorder and conflict, and ultimately described as “demonic” in origin. Heavenly wisdom is pure and morally clean, peace-loving and gentle, open to reason and correction, full of mercy and good fruit, and consistent and sincere. Wisdom is not neutral in Scripture. It has a source (as illustrated in Proverbs). Therefore, when wisdom is disconnected from God, it does not remain merely “human”; it becomes spiritually misaligned and produces destructive fruit.

Modern thought often assumes that knowledge is inherently liberating. But Scripture warns that knowledge detached from God can inflate pride, produce fear, justify rebellion, and create a false sense of control. 2 Timothy 1:7 states that God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind. A “sound mind” in biblical terms is not merely intellectual sharpness—it is a mind anchored in divine truth, rightly ordered under God’s authority. When reasoning becomes disconnected from God, it may appear strong but becomes internally unstable, because it is built on limited perception and fallen assumptions.

Solomon stands as a powerful contrast to autonomous logic. When given the opportunity to ask for anything, he requested wisdom; not human wisdom, but divine wisdom to govern under God’s authority. Because of this, his understanding exceeded natural reasoning. Yet even more importantly, his wisdom functioned properly only while it remained aligned with God.

The implication is significant. Human intelligence is insufficient as a foundation, but divine wisdom elevates, clarifies, and orders human understanding. True wisdom is therefore not the absence of reason, but reason submitted to God’s Logos. The message of Scripture is not anti-reason, but anti-autonomy. Believers are not called to reject thinking, but to reject the idea that human reasoning is the final authority of truth.

The contrast can be summarised as follows:

• The logos of logic is equal to human reasoning elevated as ultimate authority.

• The Logos of Christ is equal to divine wisdom revealed in a Person, who is Truth itself.

To walk in the Logos of Christ is therefore to submit understanding to revelation, allow Scripture to redefine perception, and interpret reality through the crucified and risen Christ. In Him, wisdom is not merely discovered; it is embodied. And in Him, all knowledge finds its proper place, not abolished, but reordered under the Lordship of the true Logos.
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How logos as logic became the foundation of Western thought
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To understand how the logos of logic has saturated the thinking of the world and many believers, we need to return to the history of logic. And such a history, in many ways, is the history of humanity's attempt to understand reality through reason.

Although people from ancient civilisations such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China employed rational thought and developed sophisticated systems of mathematics, law, and philosophy, it was in ancient Greece that logic was first formalised into a systematic discipline. From there, it became the cornerstone of Western philosophy, science, education, law, and eventually the modern university.

Yet behind the development of logic lies a fascinating story. The Greek concept of logos—a word with profound philosophical and theological significance—became one of the most influential ideas in human history. While philosophy interpreted logos primarily as reason or rational order, the Bible revealed Logos as something infinitely greater: the eternal Word of God manifested in Jesus Christ. Understanding this distinction is essential for appreciating both the strengths and limitations of human logic.

The English word logic comes from the Greek word logikē, which itself derives from logos. The word logos is one of the richest words in the Greek language. Depending on context, it can mean word, speech, reason, rationality, discourse, explanation, principle, account, wisdom, and order. The Greeks believed the universe possessed an underlying rational structure that could be discovered through careful reasoning. Logic therefore became the method by which truth could supposedly be uncovered.

In its simplest definition, logic is the science of correct reasoning. It seeks to determine whether conclusions necessarily follow from premises. For example, all humans are mortal. Socrates is human, so Socrates is mortal. The concern of logic is not whether one likes the conclusion, but whether the conclusion follows correctly.

Long before Greek philosophers, many civilisations reasoned logically without having formal systems. The Egyptians built engineering marvels requiring mathematical precision. The Babylonians developed astronomy through observation and calculation. Indian philosophers developed systems of debate centuries before Christ. Chinese thinkers developed intricate political and ethical reasoning. However, these cultures generally treated reasoning as part of broader wisdom traditions rather than isolating it into an independent academic discipline. The Greeks were the first to ask: "What are the universal rules that govern all reasoning?" That question changed intellectual history.

Around the sixth century BC, Greek philosophers began looking for a rational explanation for reality instead of explaining everything through mythology. Thinkers such as Thales proposed that nature operated according to discoverable principles. Anaximander sought the ultimate source (archē) behind existence. Pythagoras argued that numbers revealed the hidden structure of reality. These philosophers believed reality was orderly rather than chaotic. This conviction prepared the way for the idea of logos.

Around 500 BC, Heraclitus introduced one of philosophy's most influential concepts.  He taught that although everything appears to change constantly, there exists an eternal Logos governing the universe. People may not understand this Logos, but it orders all things. For Heraclitus, the universe is rational
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