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​Disclaimer
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The information, ideas, and strategies contained in this book are not intended as a substitute for professional medical, legal, or financial advice. The reader should consult a competent professional before adopting any of the suggestions in this book or drawing inferences from it. The author and publisher specifically disclaim all responsibility for any liability, loss, or risk, personal or otherwise, which is incurred as a consequence, directly or indirectly, of the use and application of any of the contents of this book.

For more information about the author, please email:  
tony@autonomic-software.com
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"IS THIS HOW WE END OUR LIVES?"

— Andrea Gigliotti, as a federal marshal, 
handcuffed her husband
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Dedication
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This book is literally just a conversation, so yeah, I ramble sometimes. That's just how convos go. Enjoy the fun parts, sit with the hard parts, and don't skip the dark days; they matter.

To Andrea, who stayed when it was darkest and had the courage to ask the question no one else could: "Is this how we end our lives?"

To my kids, who went through something no family should ever have to face, and did it with courage and grace. Real ones.

And to every family who's been chewed up by a justice system that lowkey forgot its whole purpose, to protect the innocent.

May this story bring light to the dark places and hope to anyone still living in fear. Fr.
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Introduction
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This is a deeply personal story that hits different: part memoir, part business history, part first-hand account of what federal prosecution actually looks like up close. And it makes one thing very clear: an indictment alone can destroy your entire life, even when the case against you is genuinely weak. No cap.

A family that built something real gets put through the legal system: a system where the DOJ has way too much power, almost zero oversight, and operates in ways most people have absolutely no idea about.

Grand juries approve 99.99% of indictments. Basically, a formality. Prosecutors lie during investigations. They threaten families until people plead guilty just to make it stop. They manipulate witnesses. They hide evidence that could actually help the defendant. All of it.

And they did ALL of that over a business deal where the customer was satisfied, and the product did exactly what it was supposed to do. The audacity is unmatched.

The writer says he was handcuffed and shackled in his own hallway. His wife, after 45 years together, looked at him with a terror he had never once seen before and asked if this was how their lives were going to end. That image lives rent-free.

This happened to a law-abiding business owner with a spotless 40-year reputation. Not a red flag in sight, until the government decided otherwise. He walks you through all of it firsthand: the investigation, the arrest, the reputational damage, and everything that came after.

The emotional weight of this story is completely real, and the fact that it includes actual primary documents, like the indictment and the judge's own remarks, makes it hit even harder. This isn't just a story. It's receipts.
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Chapter 1
Legal Background: The Indictment 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE
NASHVILLE DIVISION

[image: C:\Users\Bilal Ghazi\Desktop\Tony\Working files\Clean file final\Chapter 1.png][image: ]UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA 
v. 
ANTHONY GIGLIOTTI  
ALEXANDER GIGLIOTTI  
indictment

COUNT ONE

THE GRAND JURY CHARGES:

At all times material to this Indictment:

[image: ]
I. Background - Who's Involved

1.  So Anthony Gigliotti was the CEO of a company called Autonomic Software - they made software for both private companies and government organizations. Based out of Danville, California. Legitimate business. Been doing it for decades.

2.  Alexander Gigliotti, Anthony's son, was VP of the same company.

3.  On their website, Autonomic was very upfront about how their software worked: "Loads of power companies run energy rebate programs that can cover the full cost of installation and support. So if a rebate is available, the cost to the customer is literally zero." Transparent. On their own website. In writing.

Bottom Line: Paragraphs 1-3

[image: ]Two family members running a legit California software company. Their own website literally said the customer pays nothing when a rebate is available. They weren't hiding the ball; it was public-facing marketing copy. Keep that in mind as this unfolds.  
4.  The TVA, a federal agency, was out here giving out money to encourage energy conservation across Tennessee. They did this through a program called EnergyRight: basically handing out incentive payments to businesses going green.

5.  Lockheed Martin; yes, that Lockheed Martin, the massive aerospace and defense company, was also involved.

6.  TVA hired Lockheed Martin to actually run the EnergyRight program. The program rules said incentive payments could only cover up to 70% of materials costs. And to qualify for any payment, the customer had to have actually spent money on materials. That's the key rule. Keep that in mind.

Bottom Line: Paragraphs 4-6

[image: ]The TVA created a green energy incentive program and handed Lockheed Martin the keys to run it. The rule was: incentives max out at 70% of materials costs, and the customer has to have actually incurred costs. This rule is the entire foundation of the government's case - so yes, it matters. A lot.  
II. The Scheme

What They're Claiming Happened

7.  In early 2016, Autonomic installed their power management software in Rutherford County schools in Tennessee. And they told the schools upfront: you won't pay anything; the EnergyRight rebate covers it. Which, as we established, was literally on their website.

8.  Around May 10, 2016, Autonomic sent 47 invoices to Lockheed Martin by email, showing the costs associated with each school. The invoices were addressed to Rutherford County Schools and showed what each school's installation cost. Lockheed Martin then sent incentive payments back to Autonomic matching each invoice. Standard rebate process. But the government says: the schools never actually paid anything. And THAT is their whole case.

9.  Lockheed processed invoices totaling $588,240, and the government claims that number was way higher than the actual value, especially since they're saying the software didn't work as promised.

Bottom Line: Paragraphs 7-9

[image: ]Autonomic installed the software, told the schools they'd pay nothing (because the rebate covered it), then submitted 47 invoices to Lockheed to collect those rebates. The government's argument: the invoices listed costs the schools never actually paid. Autonomic's argument: that was literally the whole point of the program. 

10.  Alexander sent an email to Lockheed on May 23, 2016, breaking down the invoice: $22 per computer for software, $8 per computer for support. The government's position: the schools never paid those costs. That's the receipts they're hanging everything on.

11.  Then, on January 22, 2019, during the investigation, Anthony reportedly told TVA investigators that Alexander had no involvement in the TVA or Nashville school work. The government says that was a lie - that Anthony knew full well Alexander had been communicating with TVA and Lockheed the whole time. This is what became the obstruction angle.

12.  All of the above, paragraphs, 1 through 11, are re-alleged and incorporated into every count that follows. Basically, everything already said applies to every charge below. Stack it up.

Bottom Line: Paragraphs 10-12

[image: ]Paragraph 10 is the government's smoking gun email - Alexander's breakdown of per-computer costs. Paragraph 11 is where it gets really serious: Anthony allegedly told investigators Alexander wasn't involved, which the government says was a lie. That statement during the investigation became its own weapon in the case.  
III. The Actual Charges

COUNT ONE: Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud

13.  Count One allegations re-alleged and incorporated. All of paragraphs 1 through 11 above? Still fully in play.

14.  The government is saying that from May 2016 all the way through January 2019, Anthony and Alexander worked together, knowingly and deliberately, to run a scheme to get money through fraud. Specifically: 47 invoices sent by email across state lines, totaling $588,240, which the government calls fraudulent. Charged under federal wire fraud conspiracy law. Serious charges.

Bottom Line: Count One

Wire fraud conspiracy is the big one. By charging a conspiracy, the government can hold both Anthony and Alexander responsible for each other's actions across the entire 3-year window. Every email sent across state lines is potentially its own federal offense. This is how the charge count stacks up so fast. 

[image: ]"Wire fraud" = using electronic communication (email, phone) across state lines to carry out a scheme to defraud. Every single email = potentially a separate federal crime. That's why 47 invoices = potentially 47 counts. 

COUNTS TWO THROUGH FOUR

Individual Wire Fraud Counts

15.  Counts 1 through 11 allegations re-alleged and incorporated. Everything above still applies.

16.  Three specific invoices they're calling out individually:

	Count

	Date

	Wire Communication


	Two

	May 10, 2016

	Invoice #2154, Barfield Elementary, $13,800, sent by email across state lines.


	Three

	May 9, 2016

	Invoice #2156 Blackman High School, $24,660, sent from California to Tennessee by email.


	Four

	May 10, 2016

	Invoice #2178 Riverdale High School, $25,170, also sent by email across state lines.



Bottom Line: Counts Two Through Four

[image: ]Each email = a separate federal charge. That's how wire fraud works - every transmission is its own count. Three schools, three emails, three individual charges stacked on top of the conspiracy count. The government is being very deliberate about building the number of charges up.  

COUNTS FIVE THROUGH SEVEN

Mail Fraud

17.  Counts Five through Seven allegations re-alleged and incorporated. Still all applies.

18.  Now they're going after the physical mail too:

	Count

	Date

	Wire Communication


	Five

	June 13, 2016

	Invoice #2155, check for $6,699 sent by physical mail.


	Six

	June 21, 2016

	Invoice #2173, check for $6,575.80 sent by physical mail.


	Seven

	June 21, 2016

	Invoice #2177, check for $8,639.40 sent by physical mail.



Bottom Line: Counts Five Through Seven

[image: ]Each physical check mailed = another federal charge. Mail fraud this time. Same playbook as wire fraud - just applied to the postal system instead of email. Three more charges stacked. The government is building a case that looks enormous on paper, even if it all stems from the same underlying transaction.

FORFEITURE - WHAT THEY WANT TO TAKE

19.  Forfeiture allegation re-alleged and incorporated. Paragraphs 1 to 11 still in play.

20.  If convicted on even ONE count, the government wants everything; any money or property tied to the alleged scheme gets seized. And if the original money is gone, spent, moved, or mixed with other funds, the government can still come after OTHER assets of equal value as a substitute. Basically, they will find a way to collect. No matter what.

GRAND JURY FOREPERSON [image: ]
MARY JANE STEWART  

ACTING UNITED STATES ATTORNEY[image: ]

[image: ]SARA BETH MYERS  

ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

From:
To: tony@autonomic-software.com
Date: 9/10/2024   9:11:40 AM
Subject:
"Is this how we end our lives?" That’s what my wife Andrea asked me. I was handcuffed. Shackled. Hauled off to jail. No cap.

The DOJ waited until days before the statute of limitations would have deleted the whole case. Then they dropped an indictment. Four counts. On me, my son, and my company.

Before that, between 2017 and 2020, a TVA investigator named Ryan Wilson was doing his little side quest. I put all the docs in this book. The full indictment, too. So, you can see how the DOJ plays their game. Spoiler: it’s straight garbage. They stretch facts like taffy. They intimidate witnesses. They can lie as much as they want. You? You can’t. Period.

I hope this book makes you laugh, think, and see how much power the DOJ just helps themselves to.

Getting an indictment is basically a slam dunk for prosecutors. Why? Because they wait until the last second, then throw a mess of contradictory nonsense at a grand jury. And boom: indictment. Real talk: nobody at the DOJ even wanted this case.

One prosecutor used it as a stepping stone. She wanted to look like a white-collar crime boss, taking down "bad guys" from California. Then she ran for county DA. She lost. Lol.

That "poetic license" writers get? Prosecutors steal it. They bend it however they want. Question: does the DOJ lie when building a case? That’s an understatement. Fr fr.

Read this book. You’ll laugh. You’ll learn. You’ll see how people in power rig the system for their own gain. 

Out of the last 16 years, one party held power for 12. That’s plenty of time to stack the government with their people. You can’t flush all that corruption out in four years. The rot stays: bad policies, bad investigations, grand jury abuse. "The resistance" lingers and gets away with almost anything.

They move witnesses. They intimidate targets. They bury solid cases. Watch how
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