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viiPreface

 

Anyone with an interest in language is likely to be an observer and collector of curiosities, and often a contributor. And when the interest is lifelong, the collection can become quite large. I’ve been a collector as long as I can remember. Many of the findings I’ve been able to use in various books, but there are always items that don’t fit into anything, and remain gathering dust in a bottom drawer – or, these days, in a computer file labelled ‘miscellaneous’. I’ve brought the English-language ones out of retirement for this book.

The pieces were accumulated serendipitously, encountered through listening, reading, and lecturing in local, national, and global situations, and the randomness is reflected here. Several are favourite extracts from books and magazines. Some are selections from dictionaries and other reference works, chosen to capture their general character. The personal contri-butions always came out of reactions to radio programmes, conference talks, or blog posts.

The topics are wide-ranging and reflect many of the language issues that loom large in the popular mind, such as accents, dialects etymology, proverbs, place names, punctuation, everyday usage, and language change. Recurrent themes are global as well as national, historical as well as present-day. Another perspective is literary, with Shakespeare, Dickens, and Swift accompanied by neglected personalities such as Tom Brown and writers from the pages of Punch magazine. viiiThe desire to be playful with language motivates many of the pieces, and in these pages I send a nostalgic wave to the ludic enthusiasts of the 20th century, such as Ross Eckler, Willard Espy, and Dmitri Borgmann. I continue this theme into the 21st century, illustrating how people like to outdo each other in inventiveness, even in situations where language play might seem a distant prospect, such as during a pandemic.

The collection follows in the tradition of Elizabethan commonplace books and Victorian cabinets of curiosities. Encountering linguistic creativity, in its many forms, has been an endless source of fascination, and I hope that delight will transfer to readers of this anthology.
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Baptism?

This is a word that’s always been used in relation to people, so I was surprised to find it being applied to an object.

To mark the 40th anniversary of the Hvězda Cinema in the small Czech town of Uherské Hradiště, the organisers had published an illustrated memorial book to mark the occasion. Along with the festival director and one of the sponsors, I was invited to be a godfather for the book. It was to be ‘baptised’. We stood at the front of the cinema while a copy of the book was brought on, resting on a tray. On top of the book were three glasses of white wine. After a few words from the director, we each took up a glass and then … solemnly poured it over the book. (The soaked book was greatly valued and would raise a goodly sum at auction.)

I had not come across this tradition anywhere else, but I introduced it to Wales in 2012, when the first collection of writings by Anglesey authors, Môntage, was launched at the town hall in Llangefni – but using red wine this time. (Môntage puns on the Welsh name for the Isle of Anglesey, Ynys Môn.)

I am by no means the first to be a book’s godfather. In the preface to the long narrative poem Venus and Adonis (1593), we read that Shakespeare dedicated the work to Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton (1573–1624), and calls him its godfather. I’d like to think that a cup of sack was poured over a copy.

So, I pour an imaginary glass of wine over this entry, to launch my Miscellany.
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A Victorian univocalic – A

One of the word-games the Victorians liked to play was to construct poems in which all the words contained the same vowel – univocalics. Here’s an example from 1875, using the letter A. It’s entitled ‘The Russo-Turkish War’. The author is not known.


Wars harm all ranks, all arts, all crafts appall:

At Mars’ harsh blast, arch, rampart, altar, fall!

Ah! hard as adamant, a braggart Czar

Arms vassal swarms, and fans a fatal war!

Rampant at that bad call, a Vandal band

Harass, and harm, and ransack Wallach-land.

A Tartar phalanx Balkan’s scarp hath past,

And Allah’s standard falls, alas! at last.
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Collecting collectives – 1

A collective noun is a word that describes a group of things, such as a herd of cows, a flock of sheep, or a gaggle of geese. This has prompted innumerable games and competitions where the aim is to find a humorous collective for a concept. Some of them date from the Middle Ages. These selections illustrate the creative madness that goes on today. Beware: the genre is contagious, and few can read these entries without wanting to do better!




	a barrel of guns
	a bout of boxers



	a battery of electric cars
	a brace of dentists



	a block of trolls
	a brightness of prodigies



	a blush of prize-winners
	a bungle of DIY enthusiasts



	a body of undertakers
	a burst of pipes



	a bond of secret agents (at least, in Britain)
	a chuckle of comedians
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Equivocating

Another Victorian game, author unknown. This one is an extract from a love letter, hidden within a complete text which the lady’s objecting father might read. The lover reads only the alternate lines, asterisked here.


To Miss M—

 *The great love I have hitherto expressed for you

 is false and I find my indifference towards you

 *increases daily. The more I see of you, the more

 you appear in my eyes an object of contempt.

 *I feel myself every way disposed and determined

 to hate you. Believe me, I never had an intention

 *to offer you my hand. Our last conversation has

 left a tedious insipidity, which has by no means

 *given me the most exalted view of your character.

 Your temper would make me extremely unhappy

 *and were we united, I should experience nothing but

 the hatred of my parents added to the anything but

 *pleasure in living with you. I have indeed a heart

 to bestow, but I do not wish you to imagine it

 *at your service. I could not give it to anyone more

 inconsistent and capricious than yourself, and less

 *capable to do honour to my choice and to my family.

 Yes, Miss, I hope you will be persuaded that

 *I speak sincerely, and you will do me a favor

 to avoid me. I shall excuse you taking the trouble

5 *to answer this. Your letters are always full of

 impertinence, and you have not a shadow of

 *wit and good sense. Adieu! Adieu! believe me

 so averse to you, that it is impossible for me ever

 *to be your most affectionate friend and humble

 servant.
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Dickens’ voice portraits – 1

In Our Mutual Friend (1865), of Bradley Headstone:


Grinding his words slowly out, as though they came from a rusty mill.
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There’s a catch(phrase)

Joseph Heller’s novel Catch-22 (1961) is one of the few novel titles to have given a word to the English language as a whole: we routinely talk of a ‘catch-22 situation’. Usually, artistic titles reflect what is already in a language (e.g. Great Expectations) rather than contribute something new to it. In fact, Heller’s original name for the book was Catch-18, but just before publication it was noticed that another novel with a similar title was due out at the same time: Leon Uris’s Mila 18. So the publisher added four to the name to avoid any confusion. It was an inspired phonaesthetic choice. To see this, imagine knocking on a door with the rhythm of Catch-22 and compare it with a knock which has the rhythm of Catch-18. The extra syllable adds a noticeable pace and urgency. I wonder whether the original title, with its more leisurely auditory connotation, would ever have entered the language?
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The Wright story

Of all the characters that lie behind many of the entries in this book, none to my mind beats the story of Joseph Wright (1855–1930), whose masterwork was the six-volume English Dialect Dictionary, published between 1898 and 1905, which he financed himself. It took him 23 years to collect all the material – around 117,500 senses of words, taken from over 3,000 dialect glossaries, works containing dialect words, and the contributions of over 600 voluntary readers and correspondents.

He was born in Thackley, a village in West Yorkshire. When he was six, he got a job driving a donkey cart, carrying tools belonging to local stoneworkers. A year later he was working half a day in a cotton mill, replacing full bobbins on the hundreds of spinning machines by empty ones. The other half day was spent in the local primary school – though this, he later said, taught him very little. He learned to read and write using the Bible and Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, and was self-educated through a weekly purchase of Cassell’s Popular Educator.

Two or three evenings each week he went to a local night-school, where he began to learn French and German. By the time he was 20, he’d taught himself Latin and shorthand. He became a schoolteacher and saved enough to train as a philologist at Heidelberg University, before taking up a post at Oxford in 1888. There’s no other linguistic story quite as dramatic as the one in which an illiterate quarry-boy and millworker becomes a professor of comparative philology at Oxford University.
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Comic alphabets – 1

One of the many comic alphabets aimed at children, especially popular during the 19th century. The author is unknown.




	A was an apple-pie



	 
	 



	B bit it
	M mourned for it



	C cut it
	N nodded at it



	D dealt it
	O opened it



	E eat it
	P peeped in it



	F fought for it
	Q quartered it



	G got it
	R ran for it



	H had it
	S stole it



	I inspected it
	T took it



	J joined for it
	U upset it



	K kept it
	V viewed it



	L longed for it
	W wanted it



	 
	 



	X, Y, Z and Ampersand



	All wish’d for a piece in hand.
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How much, did you say? – 1

A series of articles in Around the Globe (2012), the magazine of Shakespeare’s Globe, explored the value of references to money in Elizabethan England, many of which are obscure today. A crown is a case in point.

In Act 3 of All’s Well That Ends Well, Helena devises a cunning plan to ignite the affections of her alienated husband, Bertram, for which she needs the help of her new acquaintances, a widow and her daughter (who Bertram fancies). The widow is naturally suspicious, but Helena persuades her:


You see it lawful then. It is no more

But that your daughter, ere she seems as won,

Desires this ring; appoints him an encounter;

In fine, delivers me to fill the time,

Herself most chastely absent. After,

To marry her I’ll add three thousand crowns

To what is passed already.




WIDOW: I have yielded.



 

How should the actors say the last two lines? It’s not enough for Helena to speak the financial inducement in a routinely cajoling tone of voice, and for the Widow to reply in the tone of ‘Oh well, then, all right’, for 3,000 crowns was a lot of money. A crown was a gold coin of varying value in different countries, but in the England of Shakespeare’s time it was 11worth about 5 shillings, a quarter of an old pound. Three thousand crowns was therefore about £750.

According to the website of The National Archives, £1 in 1600 is equivalent to around £100 today. So, Helena was offering the widow about £75,000 in today’s money. No wonder she yields so readily. The point is missed unless we get a ‘wait for it’ pause after ‘add’ in Helena’s offer and a truly amazed (‘gulp’) reaction. And it illustrates just how much Helena wants her husband back.
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Proverbial wisdom – 1

A translation of proverbs from around the world, from my As They Say in Zanzibar (2006).


	A proverb places the words in one’s mouth. [Switzerland]

	’Tis a good word that can better a good silence. [Netherlands]

	Good words make us laugh; good deeds make us silent. [France]

	Small cares make many words; great ones are mute. [Germany]

	Words do not make flour. [Italy]

	A kind word warms for three winters. [China]

	A true word is not beautiful and a beautiful word is not true. [Japan]

	Words will pay for most things. [Spain]

	A good word never broke a tooth. [Ireland]

	Who does not understand half a word will not be wiser for a whole word. [Finland]



And from England:


	Actions speak louder than words.

	Many a true word is spoke in jest.
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Excuse me?

Starting a conversation with someone at a party is often the hardest part. So, in 1996, a group of researchers at the Media Laboratory of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology came up with the idea of Groupware – a lapel badge that lights up when you meet someone with similar interests. When people arrive at the party, they answer a small set of questions and their answers are coded onto the badges. The badge has five small lights which can flash either red or green. When two wearers meet, their badges communicate by infrared beams and swap data about their owners. The more alike the interests, the more the green lights show, and vice versa. Either display, evidently, could start a good conversation.
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A glorious lipogram

A lipogram, a word of Greek origin, refers to a text that ‘leaves out a letter’. Anyone wishing to explore the genre in English will find the greatest challenge in e, which occurs far more frequently than any other letter, and disallows such important words as the, past tense forms ending in -ed, and much more. Ernest Vincent Wright (1872–1939), from Los Angeles, achieved lasting fame in the world of English language playfulness by publishing in 1939 a 50,000-word e-less novel, Gadsby. To make sure no instances inadvertently slipped in, he tied down the e-bar on his typewriter. The result has been praised for its naturalistic descriptions and dialogue. Here’s an example from the middle of the story:


As Gadsby stood, on a chilly fall day, in front of that big glass building which was built for a city florist, admiring a charming display of blossoming plants, a small girl, still in Grammar School, said, shyly:-




‘Hulloa.’

‘Hulloa, you. School out?’

‘On Saturdays, school is always out.’

‘That’s so; it is Saturday, isn’t it? Going in?’

‘In!! My, no! I can’t go into that fairyland.’

‘No? Why not, pray?’

15‘Aw, I dunno; but nobody has took kids -’

‘Took? Took? Say, young lady, you must study your grammar book.’



 

Gadsby was reprinted by the American independent publisher Ramble House in 2004 and has been through several editions.
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Wellerisms

A Wellerism typically has three parts: a statement of some kind, usually idiomatic or proverbial; a speaker identification; and an incongruous situation or recipient that adds a humorous twist. The name comes from Charles Dickens’ character Sam Weller and his father, though the genre is much older, and has been traced back to classical antiquity. Here’s an example from The Pickwick Papers (1837):


‘How are you, ma’am?’ said Mr Weller. ‘Wery glad to see you, indeed, and hope our acquaintance may be a long ’un, as the gen’l’m’n said to the fi’ pun’ note.’



17Examples from the 19th century


	‘I’ll try another bit,’ as the jockey said when his horse ran away with him.

	‘Yours is a very hard case,’ as the fox said to the oyster.

	‘I’ll let you know when I come back again,’ as the rheumatism said to the leg.

	‘Won’t suit me at all,’ as the man said to the tailor who refused him credit.

	‘So I’m told,’ as the church bell remarked when it heard of the villager’s death.



Examples from the 20th century


	‘A little behind in my work,’ said the butcher as he backed into the meat grinder.

	‘I beg your pardon!’ sang the convict, as the governor passed down the corridor.

	‘I got the point,’ said the man as he brushed the wasp off his neck.

	‘We’ll have to rehearse that,’ said the undertaker, as the coffin fell out of the car.

	‘Hell, yes!’ murmured the devil, picking up the phone receiver.



The genre continued into the 20th century, with many adaptations, such as the suggestive ‘… as the actress said to the bishop’ used by detective fiction writer Leslie Charteris, and the Tom Swifties (p. 34) that parodied the style of young adult adventure books.
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Mosaics

The cento was another popular Victorian pastime – the word is from Latin, where it


	A glorious devil, large in heart and brain,

	Doomed for a certain term to walk the night,

	The world forsaking with a calm disdain,

	Majestic rises on the astonished sight.

	Type of the wise who soar, but never roam,

	Mark how it mounts to man’s imperial race!

	High is its perch, but humble is his home,

	Fast anchored in the deep abyss of space.
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Global English
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archy writes …
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Variations on a theme
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How did Shakespeare pronounce his name?
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Verbatim




	24healthy, wealthy, and wise

	shiver, quiver, and quake

	hickory, dickory, dock

	snap, crackle, and pop

	cheery, beery, bee

	rub-a-dub-dub

	hot diggety dog

	abba-dabba-doo

	oobie-doobie-doo

	kitchy-kitchy-koo





	better, greener, faster

	dream, believe, succeed

	see it, say it, sorted
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Lingua prancas – 1





	aide memwire
	Will somebody please help me change this plug? [aide memoire]



	anno domino
	It’s taken me a year to use my double six. [anno domini]



	bon boyage
	happy peripatetic scoutmaster [bon voyage]



	dad nauseam
	a grumpy old man [ad nauseam]



	et netera
	superfluous online content [et cetera]



	faux pad
	The flat has no original features. [faux pas]



	modus hoperandi
	At work, I have several sites to visit, so I use a pogo stick. [modus operandi]



	nun sequitur
	I’m not sure why, but she’s giving up the habit. [non sequitur]



	past de deux
	We used to be an intimate couple. [pas de deux]



	rainon d’être
	The sudden realization you should have brought an umbrella. [raison d’être]
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Car numbers
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Tom Brown 1 – on conversations






















29[image: ]

Dickens’ linguistic portraits – 1
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Expressions that never made it



	His grandmother and mine had four elbows. [We are very good friends.]

	Butter is gold in the morning, and silver at noon, but lead at night. [Its supposed effects on the stomach]

	Your tongue runs upon wheels this morning. [You’re very talkative.]

	The parson always christens his own child first. [Charity begins at home.]

	Stand out of my spitting place. [Stand out of my light.]

	Don’t put tricks upon travellers. [Don’t make fools of us by telling us false tales.]

	My belly begins to cry cupboard. [I’m very hungry.]

	London is gone out of town. [Grown tremendously]

	31My service to you. [Cheers!]

	To be at the top of the house before the stairs are built. [To run before you can walk]

	Your love’s a million. [You’re much too kind.]

	Hold your tongue and mind your knitting. [Mind your own business.]
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Collecting collectives – 2





	a clamber of roofers
	a company of friends



	a cloud of websites
	a complement of clauses



	a cogitation of intellectuals
	a contemplation of mystics



	a collection of postal workers
	a conundrum of crosswords



	a column of journalists
	a copse of policemen



	a commission of sins
	a crop of hairdressers
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The dangers of lexicography
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Swifties











	‘I couldn’t get any apples,’ said Tom fruitlessly.

	‘Is that the local cemetery?’ Tom asked gravely.

	35‘Look at the lambs gambolling!’ said Tom sheepishly.

	‘I’m a terrible shot with a rifle,’ said Tom aimlessly.

	‘This cream’s off,’ said Tom sourly.





	‘Can I become a chorister,’ Tom inquired.

	‘I telephoned you twice,’ Tom recalled.
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Grammar as fun
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English inn-names – 1
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A Victorian univocalic – E
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Literally …



	to be happy as castanets [Spanish] = to be ecstatic

	to feel poodle-well [German] = to be on top of the world

	to look like September [Russian] = to have a long face

	to be like a dog in a canoe [Puerto Rican Spanish] = to be very nervous

	camel-hearted [Hindi] = timid

	the end is musk [Arabic] = a happy ending

	have a fly on the nose [Italian] = have a chip on the shoulder

	standing on one leg? [Yiddish] = in a hurry?

	to cut a hair in four [French] = to split hairs

	when snakes wore vests [Chilean Spanish] = a long time ago

	be a Buddhist priest for three days [Japanese] = be a quitter

	a face full of spring air [Chinese] = radiant with happiness





	teach a parson the Lord’s Prayer = teach your grandmother to suck eggs
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Lockdown 1 – weakdays



	Moanday

	Chooseday

	Whensday

	Blursday

	Freeday

	Satallday

	Someday
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Being – 1





	I’s not
	I isn’t
	I baan’t



	I’m none
	I aren’t
	I ben’t,



	I ain’t
	I ammet
	I byen’t,



	I en’t
	I amno’
	I byun’t



	I yun’t
	I bain’t
	I binno
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How much, did you say? – 2
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A word-change astonishing wrestle
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Proposals from Punch – 1
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Word Ways remembered – 1
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Usage – 1
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Dickens’ voice portraits – 2
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Wright’s words – 1
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I don’t get it – 1










51[image: ]

Proverbial wisdom – 2



	Good painters need not give a name to their pictures; bad ones must. [Poland]

	A name doesn’t harm us if we don’t harm the name. [Estonia]

	A dog with money is addressed as ‘Mr Dog’. [USA]

	Don’t call the alligator a big-mouth till you have crossed the river. [Belize]

	Bad is called good when worse happens. [Norway]

	Good silence is called saintliness. [Portugal]

	When you are chased by a wolf you call the boar your uncle. [Slovenia]

	You come with a cat and call it a rabbit. [Cameroon]

	The beginning of wisdom is to call things by their right names. [China]

	Proverbs are so called because they are proved. [Italy]





	Call a spade a spade.
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Going global – 1





	a bad moon with a belly ache
	said of someone who’s stubborn or who doesn’t take advice



	a brain like a fizz
	said of someone who’s distracted, unable to think properly (from the sound of bubbles coming out of a bottle)



	that won’t change the price of cocoa or coffee
	it won’t make the slightest difference



	cool your brain(s)
	relax, calm down



	dance top in mud
	try to do something impossible or too difficult (a top won’t spin in mud)



	eat like curry barb wire
	said of someone in a very bad temper



	finger and ring
	said of two people who are always together, or very close



	eat parrot head/tongue
	said of someone who talks too much



	that’s half-pick duck
	that’s not the whole story – from taking only half the feathers off



	have brother in mango tree
	be very well connected



	53that’s house and land
	describing an exceptionally large object, such as a huge umbrella



	lie like flatfish
	said of someone who tells enormous continuous lies (stretching out the truth, in the way a flatfish lies very close to the ground)



	make skylark
	said of someone fooling around or being irresponsible



	monkey say cool breeze
	said to counsel patience (your time will come)



	don’t put cockroach before fowl
	don’t put temptation in someone’s way



	don’t put water in your mouth
	don’t hold back from saying something



	rain can’t wet
	said of someone who won’t change their mind



	we need to take night to make day
	we need to make an all-out effort



	even wet paper could cut you
	everything is going wrong for you



	what jail is this?
	said when you find yourself in an unexpectedly difficult situation
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Lockdown 2 – zooming in





	zoombie
	the zombie-like state when someone leaves an overlong online meeting



	zoombombing
	an unexpected or unwelcome appearance during a Zoom meeting (on analogy with photobombing)



	zoom coma
	the state of lethargy that follows a long session in a Zoom room



	zoomdate
	a relationship formed after meeting someone in a Zoom room or other online forum



	zoomed out or zoomed up
	exhausted by spending too much time in Zoom rooms



	zoomer
	a member of Generation Z who lives life chiefly in Zoom rooms or other online meeting places



	zoomped or zumped
	the ending of a relationship formed in a Zoom room or other online forum
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The mother of all words



	mother

	passion

	smile

	love

	eternity

	fantastic

	destiny

	freedom

	liberty

	tranquillity
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All you need is —
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Dylan’s drome
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A lexicon of laughter





	baby-sitter
	one who mounts guard over a baby to relieve the usual attendant [1952]



	channel-surf
	to switch rapidly between different television channels in a forlorn attempt to find anything of interest [2003]



	comfort food
	mood-enhancing food that meets the approval of one’s taste buds but not of one’s doctor [2008]



	end-reader
	one who peeps at the end of a novel to see if she got him [1952]



	flag day
	a day on which collectors solicit contributions to a charity in exchange for small flags as badges to secure immunity for the rest of the day [1901]



	59jaywalker
	a careless pedestrian whom motorists are expected to avoid running down [1952]



	middle age
	between youth and old age, variously reckoned to suit the reckoner [1952]



	perpetrate
	to commit or execute (especially an offence, a poem, or a pun) [1962]



	Santa Claus
	an improbable source of improbable benefits [1972]



	tracksuit
	a loose warm suit intended to be worn by athletes when warming up or training, but sometimes worn by others in an error of judgment [2003]









	accountant
	a person who will prove that two and two did make four, but, after deducting professional fees, now only comes to three



	birthday cake
	a consolation prize awarded annually



	cat
	a partially domesticated animal who keeps you as a pet



	recommendation
	a name generally used for the highest-priced dish on any menu
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Could they have said it?


Clear cases


	O’Brien says ‘that’s Her Greatness done and dusted for the night’ – a colloquial idiom not recorded until 1953. (4)

	Mary says Sybil was ‘banging on about her new frock’ – not recorded until 1979. (4)

	William has paid Mrs Hughes a compliment, who responds by saying: ‘Stop flannelling and get on’ – a slang use, meaning ‘flatter’, not recorded until 1941. (4)

	Gwen asks Anna if she hid her absence from the others: ‘Did you cover for me?’ – a sense (covering up for an employee) not recorded until 1968. (5)

	Lady Violet suggests a foreign husband for Mary: ‘You can normally find an Italian who isn’t too picky.’ Meaning ‘fastidious’, very colloquial, first recorded in 1957. (6)



61Possible cases


	Matthew describes a pair of cufflinks as ‘a bit fiddly’ – not recorded until 1926. (2)

	Evelyn describes his horse as being ‘as jumpy as a deb at her first ball’ – an abbreviation not recorded until 1922. (3)




Would English people have used these Americanisms?


	Thomas tells O’Brien: ‘Don’t be such a grouch’ – recorded in the US in 1901. (5)

	Marty tells Matthew that Sybil has discovered politics, ‘which of course makes Papa see red’. Recorded in the US in 1901. (6)

	Gwen tells Sybil: ‘Forgive me, m’lady, but you don’t get it.’ Recorded in the US in 1926. (6)
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Dickens’ linguistic portraits – 2
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Perverbs



	The road to hell is paved with rolling stones.

	A bird in the hand makes the most noise.

	An apple a day is the mother of invention.

	Too many cooks make light work.

	A new broom gathers no moss.

	A stitch in time keeps the doctor away.

	A watched pot is in the eye of the beholder.

	Don’t throw the baby out while the sun shines.

	Early to bed and early to rise makes Jack a dull boy.

	If at first you don’t succeed, get out of the kitchen.

	The more things change, the harder they fall.
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Comic alphabets – 2
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Collecting collectives – 3





	a deceit of impostors
	a file of programmers



	a delivery of midwives
	a flood of plumbers



	a digest of restaurant critics
	a fragrance of florists



	a discourse of phoneticians
	a galaxy of astronomers



	a drift of snowploughs
	a gambit of chess masters



	a fabrication of storytellers
	a grid of electricians
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A Biercian alphabetical selection




	admiration n.
	Our polite recognition of another’s resemblance to ourselves.


	bard n
	A person who makes rhymes. The word is one of the numerous aliases under which the poet seeks to veil his identity and escape opprobrium.


	consolation n.
	The knowledge that a better man is more unfortunate than yourself.


	demented n.
	The melancholy mental condition of one whose arguments we are unable to answer.


	envelope n.
	The coffin of a document; the scabbard of a bill; the husk of a remittance; the bed-gown of a love-letter.


	fault n.
	One of my offenses, as distinguished from one of yours, the latter being crimes.


	70guilt n.
	The condition of one who is known to have committed an indiscretion, as distinguished from the state of him who has covered his tracks.


	heaven n.
	A place where the wicked cease from troubling you with talk of their personal affairs, and the good listen with attention while you expound your own.


	ignoramus n.
	A person unacquainted with certain kinds of knowledge familiar to yourself, and having certain other kinds that you know nothing about.


	joy n.
	An emotion variously excited, but in its highest degree arising from the contemplation of grief in another.


	kindness n.
	A brief preface to ten volumes of exaction.


	lecturer n.
	One with his hand in your pocket, his tongue in your ear and his faith in your patience.


	magic n.
	The art of converting superstition into coin.


	novel n.
	A short story padded.


	omen n.
	A sign that something will happen if nothing happens.


	patience n.
	A minor form of despair, disguised as a virtue.


	quantity n.
	A good substitute for quality, when you are hungry.


	railroad n.
	The chief of many mechanical devices enabling us to get away from where we are to where we are no better off.


	scribbler n.
	A professional writer whose views are antagonistic to one’s own.


	71telephone n.
	An invention of the devil which abrogates some of the advantages of making a disagreeable person keep his distance.


	ultimatum n.
	In diplomacy, a last demand before resorting to concessions.


	valor n.
	A soldierly compound of vanity, duty and the gambler’s hope.


	weather n.
	The climate of an hour.


	X
	in our alphabet being a needless letter has an added invincibility to the attacks of the spelling reformers, and like them, will probably last as long as the language.


	year n.
	A period of three hundred and sixty-five disappointments.


	zeal n.
	A certain nervous disorder afflicting the young and inexperienced. A passion that goeth before a sprawl.
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Why Snowtober won
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A Shakespearean find
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Incontrovertible




	imperturbable
	inescapable


	impervious
	inevitable


	imponderable
	inextricable


	incalculable
	innumerable


	incongruous
	inscrutable


	ineffable
	insuperable
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The queerest thing
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The taming of the shrew?
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A Victorian univocalic – I
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Wright’s words – 2




	dabberlick (noun)
	Known in Scotland, especially Banffshire and Nairnshire.








	dottled [adjective]
	Known in Scotland and Lincolnshire.








	fubsy [adjective]
	Known in Lancashire and Yorkshire.














	rickmatick [noun]
	Known in parts of Scotland and Ireland.








	smittling [adjective]
	Known in Lincolnshire, Lancashire, Yorkshire, and further north.








	squinch [noun]
	Known in Devon and throughout the West Country of England
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Anagramming



	greyhound – hey, dog, run! (1898)

	negation – gets a ‘no’ in (1926)

	decimal point – I’m a dot in place (1928)

	incomprehensible – problem in Chinese (1929)

	cabaret – a bar, etc (1941)

	inconsistent – n is, n is not, etc (1943)
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Dickens’ voice portraits – 3
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Tom Brown 2 – on poetry
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Lockdown 3 – Covidese




	covads
	television and other commercials made at home or selling virus-related products


	coventine
	a quarantined nunnery


	covexit
	the elimination of the COVID-19 virus in a country, and maybe, one day, the world


	covictory
	the anticipated situation when the virus is finally brought under control


	covidalliance
	a relationship born online during a period of lockdown or at a distance while outside


	Covidentry, sent to
	made to leave a social group because of a fear that the person has the virus


	covideo
	a home video made during lockdown


	covidese
	the vocabulary created in 2020 to laugh in the face of the virus


	covidiot
	the usual term of abuse for anyone thought to be breaching lockdown guidelines; the condemned behaviour is covidiocy


	covidivorce
	the likely outcome for a married couple who haven’t survived the pressure of self-isolation


	88covidodge
	a sudden movement to avoid coming into contact with a passer-by during a period of social distancing; also called a covid waltz


	covidreaming
	vivid or nightmarish dreams experienced during a virus lockdown, such as seeing yourself unable to get into a restaurant while everyone else is eating inside


	coviduals
	people (individuals) who devise a creative approach to coping at home


	covidiversity
	an online institution offering academic courses while universities are closed


	covipet
	an animal obtained to give the owner a permissible reason to leave the house; many kinds, such as covicats, covidogs, and coviparrots


	coviewing
	watching a movie or other show online along with others in different houses


	covignette
	a small design or anecdote circulated online to keep spirits up


	covigorousness
	the state of keeping extra-busy during lockdown


	covilla
	a rather nice second home, especially abroad, which is now unreachable


	covillain
	someone who takes advantage of the crisis to commit crimes


	covindaloo
	an unexpectedly hot takeaway ordered during lockdown


	covindictive
	taking one’s COVID-related frustrations out on others


	89covincible
	a personal belief that one is immune from the virus


	covindicated
	the state following an antibody test, positive or negative


	covintage
	wine produced during 2020


	covirginity
	a state of enforced chastity due to lockdown


	covirility
	the male feeling of ‘it’s not going to get ME’


	covitroll
	an online vitriol-spreading covidiot


	covocabulary
	new words and senses that describe the COVID-19 event
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A proverb poem
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A punctuated relationship
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How much, did you say? – 3
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Proposals from Punch – 2
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A laughing matter



	The laugh of sympathy – I hear what you’re saying and I’m enjoying it.

	The laugh of disbelief – I hear what you’re saying and you can’t be serious; you’re kidding me.

	The laugh of embarrassment – I hear what you’re saying and it’s making me feel uncomfortable.

	The laugh of awkwardness – I hear what you’re saying and I’m finding that really difficult to respond to.

	The laugh of rejection – I hear what you’re saying and there’s no way I’m going to comment (very common in media interviews).

	The laugh of surrender – I’ve no idea what to say about that.





	The laugh of empathy – I know I’m saying something unpleasant and I hope you don’t mind.

	The laugh of avoidance – I realise I’m saying something tricky so I want to move on to a different topic.

	95The laugh of apology – I realise I’ve just used a sensitive or taboo word, and I hope it’s not offended you.

	The laugh of incompleteness – I don’t need to finish my sentence as I’m sure you can see what I’m trying to say.

	The laugh of finishing a topic – I’m done – very common in online chat, especially with LOL (p. 96).
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Lolling



	After a remark, to mean ‘I’m kidding’.

	After a remark, to mean ‘I’m especially happy about what I’ve just said’.

	At various points in a message to mean ‘I hope you like what I’m saying’.

	At the end of a sentence to signal a change of topic.

	At the end of a message to signal ‘It’s your turn to talk now’.
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Descriptions – 1
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Nashisms
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No way



	in your dreams

	what planet are you on

	when pigs fly

	and I’m a monkey’s uncle

	and I’m the Queen of Sheba

	and my Uncle Joe has hair

	when hell freezes over
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Echo verse





	Glutton: My belly I do deifie.


	Echo:
	Fie!



	Glutton: Who curb’s his appetite’s a fool.


	Echo:
	Ah fool!



	Glutton: I do not like this abstinence.


	Echo:
	Hence!



	Glutton: My joy’s a feast, my wish is wine.


	Echo:
	Swine.



	Glutton: We epicures are happie truly.


	Echo:
	You lie.



	Glutton: Who’s that which giveth me the lie?


	Echo:
	I.









	Glutton: Wilt hurt me if I drink too much?


	Echo:
	Much.



	Glutton: Thou mock’st me, nymph; I’ll not believe it.


	Echo:
	Believe it.



	102Glutton: Is’t this which brings infirmities?


	Echo:
	It is.



	Glutton: Whither will’t bring my soul? canst tell?


	Echo:
	T’hell.









	Glutton: Wouldst have me temperate till I die?


	Echo:
	Ay.



	Glutton: Shall I therein find ease and pleasure?


	Echo:
	Yea, sure.



	Glutton: Will it my life on earth prolong?


	Echo:
	Oh, long!



	Glutton: Will’t bring me to eternal bliss?


	Echo:
	Yes.



	Glutton: Then, sweetest Temperance, I’ll love thee.


	Echo:
	I love thee.
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Going global – 2




	eat with long teeth
	eat unwillingly or without enjoyment


	a when-we
	naming anyone who’s always talking about the ‘good old days’, ‘when we … ’


	pavement specials
	mongrel dogs or cats of no clear breed, presumably conceived on the street


	a monkey’s wedding
	the simultaneous occurrence of sunshine and rain


	hold thumbs
	to bring good luck or avoid harm, as ‘cross fingers’


	have a cadenza
	be extremely agitated about something – possibly from Danny Kaye’s 1948 children’s recording, ‘The Lost Fiddle’, where a fiddle ‘gets so excited that he has a big cadenza’.
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Proverbial wisdom – 3



	It is easier to speak than to say something. [Ukraine]

	Speak of the miracle, but don’t mention the saint. [Philippines]

	Turn your tongue seven times before speaking. [France]

	Wine and children speak the truth. [Romania]

	Those who speak much must either know a lot or lie a lot. [Germany]

	Speak, lest tomorrow you be prevented. [Kenya]

	An untouched drum does not speak. [Liberia]

	Slander by the stream will be heard by the frogs. [Mozambique]

	A crow in a cage won’t talk like a parrot. [USA]

	Who speaks of it commits it not. [Italy]





	Many a true word is spoken in jest.

	Speech is silver; silence is golden.

	Dead men tell no tales.
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Lingua prancas – 2





	add hoc
	Don’t forget the wine. [ad hoc]


	café au late
	They’re taking a long time with the coffee. [café au lait]


	Château-eneuf-du-Pape
	Surely the pope has sufficient real estate. [Châteauneuf-du-Pape]


	coq au van
	We’re getting a home delivery of poultry. [coq au vin]


	Côtes du Phone
	I’ve left my mobile on the beach. [Côtes du Rhône]


	crème brûleg
	The ointment’s working on my lower limb. [crème brûlée]


	tea culpa
	Actually, I’d prefer coffee. [mea culpa]


	vain rouge
	I certainly have no problem being a redhead. [vin rouge]


	bone appétit
	a dog’s dinner [bon appétit]


	bun appétit
	Hope you like the cake. [bon appétit]
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Dickens’ linguistic portraits – 3
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Being – 2





	you are on the ferry –
	I can see you are


	you be on the ferry –
	you work on board a ferry
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Speak the speech




	Observe, if you please, that
	On the one hand


	Occasionally it is whispered that
	On the other hand


	Of course, it will be said that
	On the other hand, you will see


	Of no less import is
	On the whole, then, I observe


	Of the final issue I have no doubt.
	Once more, how else could


	On the contrary
	One fact is clear


	110One word more and I have done.
	Perhaps, sir, I am mistaken in


	Only a few days ago
	Perhaps the reason of this may be


	Our position is that
	Permit me to add another circumstance.


	Our position is unquestionable.
	Permit me to remind you


	Over and over again it has been shown that
	Please remember that if
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Forgery?
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Word Ways remembered – 2
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Unfinished proverbs



	Ask a silly question …

	What the eye cannot see …

	If the cap fits …

	Those who laugh last …

	People who live in glass houses …

	The proof of the pudding …

	An apple a day …

	Many hands …

	If you scratch my back …

	A bird in the hand …
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Thank you – and then?



	You can express your happiness: a pleasure, my pleasure, great pleasure.

	You can express your absence of concern: not at all, that’s OK, that’s all right, no problem, no trouble, no worries.

	You can say the thanks is unnecessary: don’t mention it, don’t worry about it.

	You can express your appreciation that you had the opportunity to provide the service: you’re (very) welcome (the favourite of restaurant staff).

	You can offer a repeat: any time.

	You can just make a positive noise: of course, awesome, great, fantastic, cheers, you got it, absolutely, sure, yeah (with an appropriate intonation).
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The importance of proofreading



	Such works [of art] are intended to appal in their own right.

	Tatum … continued to work in the [jazz] idiom until after his death.

	The Khoisan now live mainly in the Kalahari Dessert.

	This was his best-known bonk.

	The quantum hypothesis explained the observed rate of emission of radiation from hot bidies very well.





	Index of Prohibited Boos

	the beauty of Carolingian rat

	Vatican, a scared city

	Word War I … World Wart II

	proper and common nuns





	mewdicine [training for vets who specialise in cats?]

	disagreenments [disputes over environmental policy?]

	backruptcy [due to the cost of private surgery to correct a slipped disc?]

	theatre of cruety [playwriting in which salt and pepper pots play a major role?]

	nagazines [periodicals aimed at those whose relationships are breaking down?]

	merdicine [for French doctors who specialise in gastro-intestinal problems?]
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Take a gander
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A Victorian univocalic – O
















121[image: ]

Lockdown 4 – quarantimes




	quarantanned
	how one looks, following an overuse of tanning equipment during lockdown


	quaranteaching
	what all teachers have to do while schools are closed


	quaranteam
	any group – sporting, musical, theatrical … – performing together online


	quaranteatime
	meeting online to share a cup of tea during lockdown


	quarantechnology
	any device, physical or digital, that helps pass the time while staying at home during a lockdown; also quarantech


	quarantedium
	for many, the daily state


	quarantee
	the promise made by a government or other organization to do something to help people suffering financial loss during lockdown; also, the first drive in golf where the golfers have to maintain social distancing


	quaranteen
	a youngster who becomes a teenager in 2033


	quaranteenager
	there are few things more fearsome


	122quaranteeny
	an infant no longer able to go to a crèche or nursery-school


	quaranteething
	of babies: first teeth coming through while in lockdown


	quaranteetotal
	giving up alcohol during lockdown


	quarantime
	the sense of timelessness while in lockdown


	quarantini
	a looked-forward-to Martini-type drink while having to stay at home


	quarantip
	any idea that helps you survive a period of lockdown


	quarantipple
	an increased reliance on alcohol during lockdown


	quarantough
	a description of the times we live in during lockdown


	quarantrendy
	describing any new fashion, recipe, game, exercise … that becomes popular during lockdown


	quarantunes
	songs composed to raise spirits


	quaranTV
	television programmes or online videos being watched assiduously
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Usage – 2










	For which party will you vote for in the March 9th election?

	We all have marriage role models, couples to which we look up to and aspire to be like.

	From which country does a Lexus come from?
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Skipping changes
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Descriptions – 2
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Blending




	abnormous [abnormal + enormous]
	exceptionally large


	bewilderness [bewilderment + wilderness]
	total confusion


	camerature [camera + caricature]
	a deliberately manipulated photograph


	daffynition [daffy + definition]
	a humorous definition [as often in this book]


	evidentually [evident + eventually]
	something that will be clear in due course


	flightseeing [flight + sightseeing]
	tourism by helicopter, or the like


	grandificent [grand + magnificent]
	exceptionally splendid


	horrorscope [horror + horoscope]
	a horoscope predicting the worst


	130infomaniac [information + maniac]
	anyone fascinated by trivia [as the author of this book, and possibly its readers]


	jargantuan [jargon + gargantuan]
	the scale of the task facing anyone trying to keep up with the latest jargon


	kidult [kid + adult]
	media watchers of an intermediate age


	lumbersome [lumbering + cumbersome]
	extremely awkward or ponderous


	mirthquake [mirth + earthquake]
	of someone shaking with laughter


	nonsensational [nonsense + sensational]
	an event thought to be unnecessarily overpraised


	odditorium [odd + auditorium]
	a place displaying oddities and curiosities [such as this book]


	pushency [push + urgency]
	demanding immediate attention


	queuetopia [queue + utopia]
	an imagined world where one queues for everything1


	rendezwoo [rendezvous + woo]
	a meeting place for lovers


	scandiculous [scandalous + ridiculous]
	absurd amount of attention given to a piece of juicy news


	torrible [torrid + horrible]
	of a highly unpleasant heatwave


	ubookquitous [book + ubiquitous]
	a bestseller


	131vidiot [video + idiot]
	a video-game or video-watcher obsessive


	wegotism [we + egotism]
	anyone who uses the editorial ‘we’ too much


	xpectacle [expectation + spectacle]
	an anticipated great event [excuse the alphabetical cheat]


	yumptious [yummy + scrumptious]
	really delicious


	zedonk [zebra + donkey]
	the hybrid offspring of a zebra and a donkey
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Nonsense verse
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Collecting collectives – 4




	a grumble of complaints
	a lineage of ancestors


	a harmony of choirs
	a leash of dog walkers


	a jam of tarts
	a number of mathematicians


	a trunk of elephants
	a pack of suitcases


	a knot of shoelaces
	a pontification of pundits


	a litigation of lawyers
	a pray of priests
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Wright’s words – 3




	backsyfore [adjective or adverb]
	Known in Devon, Cornwall, and Shropshire.








	betwittered [adjective]
	Known in Yorkshire.








	cheeping-merry [adjective]
	Known in Lancashire.








	haveage [noun]
	Known in Devon and Cornwall.








	slonky [adjective]
	Known in Ireland, Scotland, Northumberland, Kent – virtually anywhere, it would seem.
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Comic alphabets – 3
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Old saws



	Drink only with the duck. [i.e. water]

	Often a full dexterous smith forges a very weak knife.

	The cock is brave on his own dunghill.

	The greater and higher the hill, the greater the wind on it.

	The middle way of moderation is always golden.

	He that does not when he may, shall not when he would.

	When the cup is fullest, then carry it most carefully.

	That which is cheaply bought brings a poor return.

	No man can succeed by being speechless.

	There are more stars than two.

	Seldom is Friday like the other days in the week.

	The thing that is said is said, and forth it goes.
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English inn-names – 2
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Word bluffing


LOADBERRY


	A container for soft fruit in a supermarket: ‘Put the strawberries in the loadberry.’

	A type of birthmark: ‘He hopes to get his loadberry removed surgically.’

	A small, enclosed landing-place for the unloading of boats: ‘The house had a loadberry attached.’

	A kind of mobile phone with a special facility for downloading data: ‘Have you seen the latest loadberry?’




BEEN-TO


	The name of a travel brochure: ‘Do you want the been-to for Greece?’

	A ramshackle toilet outside a house: ‘It was very cold in the been-to.’

	141A person who has travelled to England to be educated: ‘From the way she talked you could tell she was a been-to.’

	A log kept by the Royal Shakespeare Company of the plays Friends of the RSC have seen: ‘According to the been-to, Mr Brown has seen six plays last year.’




COCKABULLY


	A type of peaked hat: ‘He wore his cockabully at a jaunty angle.’

	A sexually arrogant male: ‘I hate those cockabullies who are always trying to get off with you.’

	A small blunt-nosed freshwater fish: ‘The cockabully is a corruption of a Māori word, kokopu.’

	A farmyard bird with many hens: ‘He’s a fine cockabully, strutting around.’
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Oxen, brethren, children, and that’s it?



	vaxen, for VAX computer users

	bixen, for BIX users (an information exchange system)

	matrixen, for lots of matrixes

	boxen, for lots of boxes
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Going global – 3



	couldn’t find a grand piano in a one-roomed house

	couldn’t lead a flock of homing pigeons home

	couldn’t fight his/her way out of a paper bag

	couldn’t knock the skin off a rice pudding

	couldn’t tell the time if the town hall clock fell on him/her

	as useless/useful as an ashtray on a motorbike
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How much, did you say? – 4
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Bierce on language




	circumlocution n.
	A literary trick whereby the writer who has nothing to say breaks it gently to the reader.


	discussion n.
	A method of confirming others in their errors.


	eulogy n.
	Praise of a person who has either the advantages of wealth and power, or the consideration to be dead.


	fib n.
	A lie that has not cut its teeth.


	interpreter n.
	One who enables two persons of different languages to understand each other by repeating to each what it would have been to the interpreter’s advantage for the other to have said.


	lexicographer n.
	A pestilent fellow who, under the pretense of recording some particular stage in the development of a language, does what he can to arrest its growth, stiffen its flexibility and mechanize its methods.


	linguist n.
	A person more learned in the languages of others than wise in his own.


	146loquacity n.
	A disorder which renders the sufferer unable to curb his tongue when you wish to talk.


	me pron.
	The objectionable case of I. The personal pronoun in English has three cases, the dominative, the objectionable and the oppressive. Each is all three.


	monologue n.
	The activity of a tongue that has no ears.


	oratory n.
	A conspiracy between speech and action to cheat the understanding.


	positive adj.
	Mistaken at the top of one’s voice.


	prevaricator n.
	A liar in the caterpillar state.
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Dickens’ voice portraits – 4
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Having a go
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Love counts
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Proposals from Punch – 3
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Spoken and sungen





	bledden (bleed)
	letten (let)


	cutten (cut)
	putten (put)


	drovven (drive)
	setten (set)


	drucken (drink)
	sprungen (spring)


	grutten (greet)
	stooden (stand)


	hitten (hit)
	strodden (stride)


	hodden (hold)
	stucken (stick)


	keppen (keep)
	throssen (thrust)
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Grammar and Glamour




	asterisk and disaster`
	common element ‘star’, from Latin asteriscus and earlier Greek ‘little star’; Italian dis + astro ‘ill-starred’


	dentist and dandelion
	common element ‘tooth’, from French and earlier Latin dens; French dent de lion ‘lion’s tooth’, describing a plant whose leaves have a toothed outline


	salary and sausage
	common element ‘salt’, from Latin salarium ‘money paid to soldiers to buy salt; Latin salsus ‘salted [meat]’


	lettuce and galaxy
	common element ‘milk’, from Latin lac ‘milk’, here describing the milky appearance of the juice from the plant; earlier Greek galaxias kuklos ‘milky circle’ (as in the Milky Way)
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Proverbial wisdom – 4



	Conversation is a ladder for a journey. [Sri Lanka]

	A good conversation is better than a good bed. [Ethiopia]

	After three days without reading, talk becomes flavourless. [China]

	Gossip needs no carriage. [Russia]

	That which is said at table should be wrapped up in the tablecloth. [Italy]

	The story is only half told when one side tells it. [Iceland]

	It may be true what some say; it must be true what all say. [Scotland]

	Lovers have much to relate, but it is always the same thing. [Germany]

	Those who gossip about their relatives have no luck and no blessing. [Netherlands]

	Too much discussion will lead to a row. [Côte d’Ivoire]





	Least said, soonest mended.
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Lingua prancas – 3



a cappella



	a cappellad
	The choirboy sang on his own, because the organist was off sick.


	a cappellag
	One of the unaccompanied singers came in late.


	a clappella
	I was the only one who applauded.






magnum opus



	magnum opud
	The dessert was too big.


	magnum opuss
	I think I feed this cat too much.






158sine qua non



	sine qua none
	I’m perfectly happy with my own company.


	sine qua nun
	Is that sister doing something she needs to confess?


	sine quad non
	You can’t borrow my four-wheeled bike.


	sink qua non
	You can remove all the furniture but leave the kitchen alone.


	cine qua non
	No video filming allowed!
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Alliterative authorship
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Wanted
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Lockdown 5 – Corona …




	coronababy
	a new human conceived during lockdown; also called a coronial; a member of what will be called Generation C


	corona bonus
	an unexpected benefit from having to stay at home or while out shopping


	coronacoaster
	ups and downs of mood during a typical lockdown day


	coronacut
	the usually unfortunate result of self-hairdressing during self-isolation


	coronadance
	dancing in the street while maintaining social distancing


	corona donor
	someone you would not want to meet


	coronalert
	what we all have to be


	coronaliterature
	any creative writing about life during the crisis – including listings like this one; also called coronalit, along with its genres – coronapoem, coronanovel, etc.


	corona loaner
	anyone prepared to lend anything to help people get through the crisis


	corona loner
	someone who avoids all possible social contact when out taking exercise


	163corona moaner
	someone who can’t talk about anything else; also corona groaner


	coronanoia
	an irrational fear that the virus is all around us or is being passed on by the objects we see around us, such as radio masts; also coronoia


	coronaphobia
	a fear of coming into contact with the virus, especially as lockdown eases


	corona phoner
	someone who unnecessarily telephones everyone they know to check on their state of health


	coronapocalypse and coronageddon
	any interpretation of the virus as the end of the world


	coronarhoea
	a side-effect of the coronavirus


	coronarita
	a Margarita type of drink consumed during lockdown


	coronasphere
	the whole world


	coronaspiracy
	the view that a company or country – or any group of people – is hiding the truth about the origins or spread of the virus


	coronasplainers
	people who think they know more about the virus than anyone else; their behaviour is coronasplaining


	coronavacation or coronacation
	an enforced holiday from work as a result of having to stay at home


	coronaverse
	the whole world, and possibly other places to which the virus may already boldly have gone; also, poetry written while in isolation


	164coronavicar
	a church minister who maintains online services during lockdown; similarly, there are coronapriests, coronabishops, and even a coronapope


	coronawash
	washing of the hands after imagining they might have been in contact with the virus


	corooning
	singing to others online or in the street
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How old?







	an [ahn], twegen [tway-uhn], þri [three] …

	then for the tens [with the final -g pronounced like the y of you] up to fiftig (50), siextig (60) …

	then with a hund prefix, hundseofontig (70), hundeahtatig (80), hundnigontig (90), hundteontig (100, also shorted to hund and hundred).
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Eating words
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Dickens’ linguistic portraits – 4







170[image: ]

Usage – 3
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A Victorian univocalic – U
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Pickles on accents
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Me, myself, and I



	If I keep a green bough in my heart, a singing-bird will come. [China]

	‘If I rest, I rust,’ says the key. [Germany]

	God does not shave – why should I? [Bulgaria]

	I can tell by my own pot how the others are boiling. [France]

	The fish said, ‘I have much to say, but my mouth is full of water.’ [Georgia]

	Ideas start with ‘I’. [USA]

	Who teaches me for a day is my father for a lifetime. [China]

	Those who cheat me once, shame fall them; those who cheat me twice, shame fall me. [Scotland]

	Their mosquito won’t bite me. [Côte d’Ivoire]

	The friends of my friends are my friends. [Belgium]

	Your liberty ends where my nose begins. [USA]

	The enemies of my enemies are my friends. [France]

	My banjo has no bells on it. [Nigeria]

	I gave an order to a cat, and the cat gave it to its tail. [China]

	If my aunt had wheels, she might be an omnibus. [Netherlands]

	If you don’t like my apples, don’t shake my tree. [USA]
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I don’t get it – 2
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Descriptions – 3
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Going global – 4






	Kettle
	a saucepan


	Train
	a cart


	pot-of-all-kinds
	a fruit salad


	jacket
	a blouse


	blow-up
	a young man


	fardie
	a godfather


	madish
	a godmother


	178to be sergeants
	to be good friends


	diceling
	a dock plant


	prickle-bush
	gorse


	egg shirt
	a loose overshirt in which penguin eggs are collected


	bosom of eggs
	the egg shirt when filled
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Comic alphabets – 4
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Collecting collectives – 5




	a quake of seismologists
	a stack of librarians


	a ring of keys
	an assessment of examiners


	a scarcity of ghosts
	an assortment of fonts


	a scattering of kittens
	an audit of accountants


	a sea of bishops
	an illusion of magicians


	a snap of photographers
	an intrusion of spammers
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Proverbial wisdom – 5



	The wise read a letter backwards. [Germany]

	By writing we learn to write. [France]

	Good scribes are not those who write well, but who erase well. [Russia]

	Those who can read and write have four eyes. [Albania]

	Never argue with someone who buys ink by the barrel. [China]

	One can study calligraphy at eighty. [Japan]

	What one writes remains. [Netherlands]

	Wise silence has never been written down. [Italy]

	When in anger, say the alphabet. [USA]

	Life without literature is death. [Latin]





	The heart’s letter is read in the eye.
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Not so long ago



Different stress



	Now
	Then




	abdomen
	abdomen


	acceptable
	acceptable


	acumen
	acumen


	balcony
	balcony


	barricade
	barricade


	blackguard
	blackguard






184Vowels




	
	Now
	Then




	aerial
	ae as in air
	a and e kept separate


	amenity
	e as in me
	e as in met


	armada
	second a as in ah
	second a as in may


	beauty
	byou-tee
	boo-tee


	borough
	ou as in unstressed the
	ou as in no


	Brazil
	il as in ill
	il as in eel






Consonants




	
	Now
	Then




	annihilate
	h not pronounced
	h pronounced


	anxiety
	anx as angz
	anx as anks


	axiom
	akseeum
	akshum


	brick-kiln
	n pronounced
	n not pronounced


	bristle
	t not pronounced
	t pronounced


	brothel
	th as in thin
	th as in this
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Tom Brown 3 – on boring books
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Dickens’ linguistic portraits – 5
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Swingin’ the alphabet
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Wright’s words – 4




	beflum [verb]
	Known in Yorkshire and Scotland.








	buzznacking [noun and verb]
	Known in Cumbria, Devon, Somerset, Yorkshire.








	doggery-baw [noun]
	Known in Lincolnshire.








	jawbation [noun]
	Widespread across the eastern and southern Midlands, and the southern counties from Sussex to Somerset.








	189mattery [adjective]
	Known in Northumberland.








	wordify [verb]
	Known in Devon and Yorkshire.
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Word Ways remembered – 3
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Another Shakespearean find
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Going global – 5




	I’m all behind like the cow’s tail
	I’m running very late


	I didn’t come up the river on a bike
	I’m no fool


	to have larks for breakfast/supper
	to be extremely eloquent


	put a tooth in it
	get to the point


	the same man with his knee bent
	said of two very similar people, things, or events


	you could trot a mouse across it
	said of very strong tea
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Usage – 4



	Mother won’t want to go to the wedding tomorrow. In the old days it was different. She would used to have chosen to go.

	There’s someone at the door. It’s the man that you want to have come to see you.

	They must not be having developed a sense of responsibility.
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New proverbs
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Being – 3
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Proposals from Punch – 4
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Lockdown 6 – a miscellany




	BC
	Before Covid or Before Coronavirus; also BCV


	BCE
	Before the Covid Era or Before the Coronavirus Era


	drivecation
	getting into one’s parked car to gain the feeling of going on holiday


	elbump
	a gentle nudge used to avoid hand-shaking; now obsolete and possibly illegal when there is a 2-metre rule; also, elbowshake


	infodemic
	the spread of false news about the virus


	isobar
	a home stock of alcohol brought in to survive lockdown


	isobath
	taking a bath alone, or with fresh water, just in case


	iso-breaker
	a remark made at the beginning of an online conversation that makes everyone feel comfortable


	isocooking
	devising or sharing new home recipes during lockdown; also called isobaking


	iso-creams
	the possibility of cones, wafers, etc. fitted with an edible app that would warn you if you were getting too close to someone else eating them; also, iso-lollies


	200isodesking
	having a desk at work or at home that is at least 2 metres away from anyone else


	iso-hockey
	a possible variant of the traditional game in which you are not allowed to come within 2 metres of any other player


	isolocks
	the growth of hair resulting from the inability to go to a hairdresser


	lickdown
	a ban on offering your ice-cream cone to others; see also iso-creams


	lochdown
	a ban on visiting Scottish lakes


	lockdowner
	anyone in a state of imposed isolation


	locksit
	the way out of a period of lockdown; also lexit and loxit


	locktail
	a cocktail created during a lockdown; usually drunk during a locktail hour


	maskee or masker
	anyone wearing a protective face-mask


	masklessee
	anyone refusing to wear a protective face-mask


	miley
	rhyming slang for the virus, as in ‘Have you ’ad the miley?’ – from the singer Miley Cyrus


	morona
	anyone behaving in an idiotic way – a covidiot


	risolating
	experiencing an irrational desire to eat rice-pudding during lockdown


	riso-pudding
	a failed attempt to create a new rice-based dessert during lockdown


	201ronavation
	getting on with home improvements during lockdown


	safewishing
	the usual way of ending an online message; also, safetywishing


	scamdemic
	the spread of online fraudulent messages purporting to be from genuine sources


	twiceolation
	a second period of enforced quarantine


	thriceolation
	a third period of enforced quarantine


	upperwear
	the part of your clothing that can be seen on screen


	viso-president
	a politician who keeps a safe distance from the president


	Y2K
	short for Y2Kovid – the real start of the new millennium
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Comic alphabets – 5



	O fer and over

	O fer arm [overarm – bowling in cricket]

	O fer board

	O fer night

	O fer the garden wall

	O fer the hill [unable to do something because of old age]

	O fer the rainbow [song in The Wizard of Oz, 1939]

	O fer the top [war cry of soldiers attacking from a trench during World War I]

	O fer there [popular 1917 American wartime song]

	O fer to you

	O fer we go

	O for a beer/drink/etc.

	O for goodness’ sake

	O for the wings of a dove/the open road/etc. – literary references
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F*** is off


204[image: ]

Dickens’ voice portraits – 5
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How much, did you say? – 5
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Long, longer …



	Llan-fair-pwll-gwyn-gyll-goger-y-chwyrn-drobwll-llan-tysilio-gogo-goch

	‘Church (of) Mary (in the) hollow (of the) white hazel near the rapid whirlpool (and) church of (saint) Tysilio (by the) red cave’





	Taumata-whakatangi-hanga-koauau-o-Tamatea-turi-pukaka-piki-maunga-horo-nuku-pokai-whenua-kitana-tahu.

	‘The hilltop where Tamatea, the man with the big knees, conqueror of mountains, eater of land, traveller over land and sea, played his kōauau to his beloved.’






	207The-hill-with-a-hole-in-it

	Where-Times-fell-off gulch – Times was the name of a dog

	Down-where-the-minister-land-his-things – a beach name, where a clergyman landed during a storm in 1906

	The-ridge-where the goat-jump-off





	The-hill-with-a-pond-in-it-on-the-east-side-of-the-gulch-come-down-by-the-ridge-where-the-goat-jump-off
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English inn-names – 3
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Telling the future, almost
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Making a living from non-standard English
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It is perfect
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Astrolinguistics
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English Language Day
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