
   

  ABOUT THE AUTHORS


  Mystery Stalks the Prairie was written by two Montanans, Mrs. Roberta Donovan of Lewistown and Captain Keith Wolverton of Great Falls, a deputy sheriff for Cascade County.


  Mrs. Donovan, a former newspaper reporter and editor, wrote this book and Captain Wolverton, an experienced lawman and the officer in charge of investigating reports of cattle mutilations, UFOs and hairy creatures, provided the information and technical advice.


  This is the second book for Mrs. Donovan. Her fictionalized account of her father’s boyhood in Montana’s early days, Ike—Boy of the Breaks, was published in November, 1975, by T.H.A.R. Institute of Raynesford, Montana, the same firm publishing this book.


  Mrs. Donovan is now an associate of T.H.A.R. Institute. Before joining the Institute’s staff in March, 1976, she served for 12 years as editor of the Lewistown (Mont.) News-Argus.


  She continues to do freelance writing for a number of publications, including some of national scope, and is a correspondent for the Billings (Mont.) Gazette.


  Mrs. Donovan is a member and past president of Montana Press Women and in 1968 was named that organization’s Montana Press Woman of the Year. She has won more than 100 state and national awards for her writing.


  Mrs. Donovan is the mother of six grown children and has seven grandchildren.


  Captain Wolverton, a native of Great Falls, has been a member of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Department since 1965. He was one of two men responsible for establishing the Cascade County K-9 Academy, where lawmen and their
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  dogs are trained in a unique school. It is the only resident K-9 training academy in the United States. Captain Wolverton taught at the academy until 1975 when he was transferred to duty with the sheriff’s office in Great Falls.


  The events in this book represent countless hours of research and investigation on the part of Captain Wolverton and his fellow officers.


  Over the years Captain Wolverton has attended a number of seminars and special schools to continue his specialized training as a law enforcement officer.


  In 1972 the Great Falls Exchange Club selected Captain Wolverton as their Law Officer of the Year from all of the Great Falls, Cascade County and Malmstrom Air Force Base lawmen, as well as area members of the Montana Highway Patrol.


  Captain Wolverton has been active in the Cascade County Sheriff’s Posse which his father helped establish and has assisted in a number of rescues. He particularly enjoys participation in this organization because it is horse mounted. He is also a director of an Explorer Scout post.


  Captain Wolverton is married and has two daughters and a son.


  Editor’s note: Roberta Donovan died in 2005. Keith Wolverton died in 2019.
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  Members of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Department team investigating cattle mutilations, sightings of unidentified flying objects, and the appearance of strange biped creatures look over some of the information they have assembled. They are (left to right) Deputy Ken Anderson, Undersheriff Glenn Osborne, Clerk Elaine Anderson, Deputy Arne Sand and Captain Keith Wolverton. Deputy Shirley Peterson was not present for the picture.






  1


  A CUT WITH A SERRATED EDGE


  Who?Why?


  From the beginning, these have been the two questions lawmen in a five-county area of north-central Montana have asked as they investigated one cattle mutilation after another.


  Despite their best efforts, they have not yet found the answer.


  Each baffling bit of evidence is scrutinized as they persist in their efforts to solve the mysteries and put an end to the bizarre incidents.


  One of the most startling clues might have gone undetected if it had not been for the law officers’ meticulous examination of the dead cow’s carcass.


  The Cascade County’s Sheriffs Department had been called the afternoon of September 22, 1975, to investigate the death of two cows on a ranch near Belt, southeast of Great Falls. A veterinarian, who had seen the cows earlier, suspected mutilation and had advised the rancher to call the sheriff.


  Initial examination of the first cow showed lawmen that the cow had obviously been mutilated. Dead about two days, the cow’s bag, teats, rectal area and reproductive organs were removed, thus making it possible to look completely through the bag area and out the rectal opening.


  What made this investigation different from those that had preceded it was the strange way the hide had been cut in removing the bag.


  One of the deputies, in lifting some of the remaining hide, discovered that the cut, obviously made with a very sharp instrument, had serrated edges similar to those created with pinking shears. This was the first time the officers had encountered this type of cut.


  Captain Keith Wolverton, Cascade County Sheriff’s Deputy who had been working on mutilation cases for several months, decided to seek an expert opinion on the cut edge. A sample of the serrated hide was taken to a Montana medical pathologist, who confirmed the cut was made with a very sharp instrument. Captain Wolverton then took a sample to a well-known veterinary pathologist in Colorado and received the following report:


  “This strip of skin had a long, straight cut edge with regular serrations (approximately 3/16 of an inch in width). Hair in one area had knowingly been clipped but in untouched areas the hair had been cut at the laceration edge. Changes on the skin edge resembled neither tooth marks of a predator, nor those of wire lacerations. The changes were similar to those that could be made by a knife except the regular striations.”


  The pathologist’s reports were of primary importance to the small team of law officers investigating such incidents because the reports directly challenged the theory frequently advanced by some people who said mutilations did not occur but the severance of tissue from a carcass was the work of predators.


  Coyotes may feast upon a carcass, but they do not leave a neatly serrated edge where they gnaw away the hide!


  Colored photographs of the carcass, taken by Deputy Ken Anderson, provide additional evidence that the hide cut had a precise serrated edge.


  The serrated cut discovery was considered a major break-
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    This photograph and the closeup of the cut (following page) show the way this cow’s hide was cut, leaving an evenly serrated edge. The report of an animal pathologist ruled out any possibility of the cut being done by a predator. Lawmen have not been able to determine what type of instrument may have been used to make the cut.
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  through in a sometimes frustrating and often perplexing investigation. Reports of possible cattle mutilations had been received in the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office since August, 1974, but the number of such incidents began to markedly increase during the late summer and early fall of the following year. Although some mutilations were attributed to predators, it was obvious in other cases something else had occurred.


  But what?


  Each report was extensively investigated and bits of evidence were assembled, studied, analyzed. It was obvious that the cattle were dead. However, in many instances it was equally discernible that the cattle were mutilated.


  The question of who or what is causing mutilations continues unanswered today.


  Many theories have been advanced. Some of them are proclaimed by concerned and reliable citizens who believe a wide spectrum of possibilities from Satan cults to flying saucers. However, these associations have not been proven.


  After almost a year of intensive investigation, Captain Wolverton remarked, “I’m no longer as eager to find out who is doing it as I am to discover why!”


  Like working on a giant jigsaw puzzle, law officers have pieced together bits and scraps of information, but they are not always certain that they have a connection with the complete picture. The officers always thoroughly investigate the entire episode.


  An important puzzle segment was found just 24 days after the serrated cut was discovered.


  On October 16, 1975, the sheriff’s department was called to investigate the death of another cow in the Belt area. The perplexity of the situation was increased by the fact the dead cow was found in a securely locked pasture and there were no visible tracks in the area.


  The absence of tracks has consistently been one of the most baffling aspects of the cattle mutilations in Montana. The few tracks that have been found around mutilations were those of other cattle. The absence of tracks is unusual because the ground around the dead cows was often soft, muddy or covered with snow.


  Examination of this cow showed that its left jaw had been skinned, its tongue excised and the right eye removed, not from the socket, but through the bone directly above the eye.


  A significant discovery was made by the veterinarian who removed certain organs and other parts of the carcass for a toxicology examination. In skinning the animal, the veterinarian found what appeared to be a needle mark on the upper left leg. The mark went through the hide and into the flesh.


  Did this indicate that the animal was injected with a drug to either anesthetize or kill it before the mutilation took place?


  The tissue around the mark was removed for examination, along with the heart, liver, lungs, skeletal tissue, and bladder. In addition, the cuts around the head and eye were removed for analyses.


  No drug was positively identified in analyses, but laboratory examination identified another unique clue. Cut areas on the jaw and around the eye not only had a serrated edge, but were burned.


  Immediately after the first discovery of a serrated cut, officers tried to duplicate the cuts with various instruments, including a pizza cutter, leather stitcher and pinking scissors. The results were similar, but not identical.


  Perhaps, the lawmen jested, whoever or whatever was do-
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    In skinning a mutilated cow, a veterinarian discovered what appeared to be a needle puncture wound in the upper left leg. The photo shows the wound (arrow) after the area around it was removed for analyses. Lawmen pondered whether the wound meant the cow had been injected with a drug to either anesthetize or kill it before mutilation.
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    Another clue to the mystery was added when a section of this cut area on the jaw was examined at a laboratory. It showed that the cut not only had a serrated edge, but that it had also definitely been burned.


  ing the mutilations had a giant cooky cutter that made the serrated cuts!


  After discovery of the burned and serrated cut, officers learned from a visitor to their office, who had had experience with laser beams, that this type of edge could be produced in metal using lasers. As yet it has not been possible to determine if serration can be produced on cowhide with laser.


  Another mystifying bit of evidence surfaced when Under-sheriff Jerry Skelton of Judith Basin County investigated a calf mutilation near Utica.


  Undersheriff Skelton was called October 9, 1975, to investigate the death of the bull calf. Its testicles had been removed, as well as the cords leading to them. The only evidence he found at the scene—and it seemed to have no logical explanation—was that several stones, weighing as much as six or seven pounds each, were moved from a nearby rock pile. The rocks were turned over and moved around.


  Undersheriff Skelton removed some parts of the calf for examination by a toxicologist and left the carcass at the place where he found it.


  Ten days later, at the request of the rancher who owned the calf, Undersheriff Skelton returned to the scene.


  During the ten days since the first investigation a snow had fallen in the area and later melted. The calf was found covered with a filmy white substance that stretched from the carcass to the surrounding ground like a cobweb. Laboratory tests identified it as petroleum distillate.


  No one seems to know why the calf was shrouded in the substance.


  But perhaps the most unusual incident investigated so far has involved not cattle, but a Shetland pony.


  It took place in Teton County northwest of Great Falls
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    Part of its male organs were removed from a calf through this incision. The mutilation took place in Judith Basin County.
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    This is the same calf as on the preceding page, in a photo taken ten days later. It shows the white residue which stretched from the calf to the ground like a cobweb. The substance proved to be a petroleum distillate.


  and Pete Howard, the Sheriff, asked the assistance of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office in investigating the possible mutilation.


  Captain Keith Wolverton and Deputy Arne Sand responded. The Cascade County officers and Sheriff Howard were joined by a veterinarian and two livestock inspectors. They found the Shetland stud lying on its left side. All of its male organs had been removed and it was evident a very sharp instrument had been used in the tissue removal.


  When the veterinarian, in the course of his examination, opened the horses throat, he discovered two puncture wounds with corresponding bruises.


  The most surprising development came when the veterinarian cut open the horse’s body and found that it contained no blood except for a minute amount which he collected in two small vials.


  Since the horse had weighed about 600 pounds, the veterinarian estimated the horse should have about 60 pounds (or 60 pints) of blood. He suggested that removal of this quantity of blood with hand-operated equipment would require a minimum of 90 minutes. A battery-operated pump devise would have reduced the time to approximately 15 minutes.


  In subsequent cattle investigations wherein all of the blood was removed, an animal pathologist stated that it is usually impossible to remove all of the blood because when a third of the blood is removed the veins collapse.


  However, it could be done, he stated, by injecting a saline solution into the heart (while the animal is alive) to increase the heart action and pump the blood faster. He added that it is next to impossible to detect the saline solution during autopsy.


  The Shetland pony was seen by its owner’s neighbor about
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    One of the few mutilation cases investigated so far that has not involved cattle is this Shetland pony which was killed in Teton County. All of its male organs had been removed with a sharp instrument and the carcass was completely void of blood. A pathologist stated that it is impossible to remove all of the blood because by the time a third of it is removed, the veins collapse.
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    Close examination of the Shetland pony (see preceding page) by a veterinarian disclosed two puncture wounds in the throat. Similar puncture marks were found later in the jugular veins of other mutilated animals and in each instance the two wounds were the same distance apart.


  three or four days before its carcass was found. The neighbor told officers he saw the small horse lying on the bank above an irrigation ditch and thought it looked sick or dead, so he yelled at it. When it raised its head, the neighbor assumed it was all right and went on. Later the same evening he saw the horse lying on the pasture side of the irrigation dike, where its carcass was found, but the neighbor was busy irrigating, and he did not stop to investigate.


  The veterinarian was unable to determine the cause of the animal’s death. Puncture throat wounds suggested the injection of drugs or another substance to tranquilize or kill the Shetland pony.


  Through investigation it was established that the Shetland pony was mutilated during daylight hours and yet no one saw it happen or even saw anything unusual in the area.


  To determine the exact time of mutilations has not been possible, but it is believed most of them occur at night.


  Even though many mutilations are reported in Montana, not one person has ever reported seeing one take place.
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  CASE OF THE MISSING CALF


  Evidence gained in investigating a number of mutilations, including the Shetland pony, seemed to indicate that the animals were tranquilized or anesthetized (but not killed) before they were mutilated. A veterinarian’s theory that the drug Ketaset, could have been used for this purpose greatly interested investigating officers.


  The lawmen decided to perform an experiment to observe the effects of Ketaset on a calf. A Teton County rancher, who was interested in seeing the mutilations solved, offered to donate a crippled steer calf for the experiment.


  A veterinarian conducted the experiment with lawmen from both Teton and Cascade Counties observing.


  The 250-pound calf was initially injected with 5 cc of Ketaset. Seven and a half minutes later the calf still appeared normal, so another 10 cc of Ketaset was injected.


  Within three and a half minutes the calf was down on the ground. By the time four minutes had passed, the calf’s heartbeat had increased from 60 to 120 beats per minute. During the rapid heartbeat, the veterinarian inserted a 12-gauge needle in the calf’s jugular vein and the blood pumped out rapidly and regularly.


  The calf s heartbeat slowed to 90 within 12½ minutes and after 21 minutes had passed, the calf was on its feet. Twenty-eight and a half minutes after injection of Ketaset, the calf was no longer under the influence of the drug. The calf was later returned to its owner.


  Those witnessing the experiment agreed that during the period of time when the calf was rendered unconscious by the drug, it was unable to resist anything that was done to it.


  The experiment proved that Ketaset could be used to quickly render an animal helpless and that it increased the heartbeat, which reduced the time needed to remove the animal’s blood.


  The experiment was but a part of the intensive efforts being made by law officers all over north-central Montana to solve the mysterious mutilations. With the advent of August, the number of mutilations increased considerably and at times the officers were hard-pressed to follow up on all reports.


  Pete Howard, Sheriff of Teton County, may have set some sort of record when he investigated reports of three mutilations in one night.


  The first report involved a 12-day-old heifer calf that had appeared to be in good health two days earlier when seen by the rancher. The calf was found in an isolated area, lying on a grassy hillside about 50 yards from a stock pond. Sheriff Howard commented on the fact that there seemed to be water nearby in most mutilation cases.


  This particular incident was one of the few in which tracks were found in the area. A set of visible tire tracks in the grass indicated a vehicle had come down from the top of the hill, stopped on a small bench above the calf, and had later turned around and gone back up the hill.


  However, there were no tracks visible in the immediate area of the calf s carcass.


  There was no indication of a struggle and the investigating officers were unable to find any blood in the area. When the postmortem was done by a local veterinarian, he found the body cavity almost completely void of blood. Even the heart had very little blood in it.


  The vulva and rectum had been removed from the body, along with a piece of hide about one foot in diameter. Also missing were some of the internal organs, including the bladder.


  Although the mother cow was in the area when lawmen arrived, she made no effort to go near the dead calf, nor would other cattle in the herd go near it.


  After delivering the calf carcass to the veterinarian for autopsy, Sheriff Howard asked Cascade County Deputies, Captain Keith Wolverton, Ken Anderson, and Arne Sand, to join him and assist with the investigation of the other two mutilated calves.


  These two dead calves had been reported by a Fairfield area rancher. The area where they were found was quite remote, with no houses nearby. As in the previous case, there was a pond of water near.


  It appeared that one of the calves had dropped into the water and had been dragged back away from the water about 12 or 14 feet. The sheriff’s report stated: “It appeared that possibly two people had dragged the animal as there were no hesitation marks in the skid path as would likely be present if one person had dragged it.”


  This calf was a Black Angus heifer about four months old. It was missing the tip of its left ear, the vaginal and rectal areas had been removed, and the tail. As has been noted in a number of mutilations, the animal’s eyes protruded extensively.


  The second calf, a five-month-old Hereford heifer, had a large diagonal incision under the left rib section, near the flank. The intestines were protruding from the wound, through which the female reproductive organs had been removed. Again, the tip of the left ear was missing.


  The incision in the calf s side was the kind usually made when performing a Caesarian on a cow to deliver a calf, giving further credibility to the theory that whoever was doing the mutilations was familiar with anatomy and surgical procedures.


  The carcasses of the two calves were found about 12 feet apart.


  The owner said when he first viewed the dead calves he noted that the herd from which they came was watering at the pond, but in an area they normally did not use. He said the cattle appeared to be quite listless.


  Shortly after the officers arrived, the cattle spooked and ran off.


  A neighbor reported seeing a car drive through the herd a few nights earlier. Officers speculated on the possibility the animals were selected before mutilation.


  Just one week after officers investigated the three calf mutilations in Teton County, the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office received two calls one day and another on the ensuing day regarding cattle mutilations in their county. Each of the three incidents had unusual circumstances not encountered earlier and these added to the mystery.


  A unique mutilation method was revealed in an investigation north of Cascade involving a bull calf.


  The rancher found the dead calf while checking cattle on top of a high butte. The calf was lying on its left side, about 40 feet from a stock tank. Again, water was near the mutilation site.


  The right hind leg of the calf had been removed in a cir-
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    The incision in the side of this mutilated calf is the type used in performing caesarians on cows, causing lawmen to consider the possibility that those doing the mutilations were familiar with anatomy and surgical procedures. The calf’s female organs had been removed and the intestines were protruding from the wound.
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    Puncture wounds like these in the jugular vein of the animal have been found in a number of mutilation cases. The theory has been advanced that a salt solution (to facilitate blood removal) was injected in the one opening while the blood was pumped from the other.
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    This is Square Butte, north of Cascade, where a mutilated calf was found on top of the butte. The area would have to be reached either by a county road, or by climbing a drainage that went from a pipeline at the top of the butte to a pump-house 600 feet below. Although the area was carefully searched, no footprints or tire tracks were found.
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    Lawmen encountered something different when they examined this mutilated calf, as the hind leg had been removed in a cut that went through the bone, as well as the flesh, just below the hip socket. Even though the bone was severed, there was no bone dust.


  cular cut that appeared to be made with a sharp instrument. The cut went completely through the leg bone just below the hip socket. Even though the bone was severed, investigating officers could find no trace of bone dust.


  The circular cut extended toward the midsection, exposing the stomach area. All of the sex organs had been removed, including the testicles, but the empty scrotum was still intact.


  In turning over the calf, officers found one of its internal organs mashed beneath its left front quarter. Officers agreed the organ had to have been removed first, placed on the ground and the calf turned over on top of it.


  Although the entire area was checked, no footprints or other evidence were found. Five nights earlier, a car had been observed at 7:30 and at 11:50 p.m. on the approach from the main county road. The top of the butte may also be reached by climbing a pipeline drainage from a pumphouse 600 feet below to the top of the butte.


  The absence of tracks baffled officers when they investigated another reported mutilation the same week, near Belt. Few tracks have ever been found at mutilation sites, but this time it was an even greater mystery because the dead cow was found in a plowed field.


  A theory had been advanced earlier that whoever was mutilating stood on a sheet of cardboard to avoid leaving tracks. However, in this case, the use of cardboard, as well as footprints or vehicle tracks, would have pressed down the furrows of loose soil. The cow was found three-quarters of a mile from the fence line and road.


  When the rancher first found his cow, he noticed that one ear was missing. After dragging her out of the field, he noticed that the two teats on the right side had been cut off and
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    When officers turned over the dead calf, they found that one of the calf’s organs had been removed and the calf laid on top of it, smashing it.
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    This mutilated cow was found in a plowed field, three quarters of a mile from the fence line, but there were no tracks in the area. The rectal area had been removed.
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    This wound underneath the front leg in the mutilated cow (previous photo) did not hold special significance at the time of the investigation. Months later some deputies from Idaho remarked that they had found a similar wound in a mutilated cow in their area, and a veterinarian had discovered the wound went all the way to the heart.


  the rectal area removed, obviously with a very sharp instrument. It was at this point he called the Sheriff’s Office.


  Later examination showed that the cow had an incision underneath the front leg. Sgt. Les Bobier, one of the investigating deputies, cleaned the area and opened the wound, but no special significance was given to it until months later when some deputies from Idaho were visiting the Cascade County Sheriff’s Department.


  In looking at the department’s photos of mutilations, one of the Idaho deputies remarked about this cow’s incision. He said there had been a similar wound in a mutilated cow his department had examined. They had called in a veterinarian to do an autopsy and the veterinarian inserted an instrument into the wound and discovered that the opening went all the way to the heart.


  Was this another piece of the complicated puzzle?


  Another mutilation report was received the same day—August 14, 1975—from another rancher in the Belt area. Incidentally, this date was the exact first anniversary of the first mutilation report received by the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office.


  A writer of “who done it” stories might have dubbed this incident, “The Mystery of the Missing Calf.”


  In this instance, the rancher found his mutilated Hereford cow in a locked pasture, about one-half mile from the county road. Her calf, born earlier in the spring, was missing. Lawmen were unable to find any tracks except those made by the cattle.


  At the time of this writing, the calf has not been found.


  This cow mutilation differed from the other cases because the reproductive organs and teats were not removed. The cow’s left ear, tongue and some hide were
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