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Honey Cafferty lives a happy but precarious existence as a traveling saleswoman, searching for a sense of belonging. From her colorful wagon she brews decoctions to cure ennui, sleeplessness, hysteria—and after a visit from a mysterious Mexican curandera—she believes she’s found the way to improve a man’s libido. But how can she package her “Elixir of Love” without being run out on a rail from the nearest town for selling something that produces such carnal effects?


Sheriff Joe Tanner is protective of his little town and downright hostile toward anyone who takes advantage of the fine folk in Two-Mule, Texas. When sees the gypsy wagon roll into town, he’s ready to hurry the snake oil salesman on his way, but Honey isn’t what he expected. When the men of the town begin to plead exhaustion and place the blame for their state squarely on the pretty little blonde’s shoulders, he has to investigate.


Dedication


For you Lone Star Lovers fans, now you know Two Mule’s naughty past…
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1880, West Texas

The wind whispered softly through the short, scrubby oak trees lining the creek, arriving at last at Honey Cafferty’s back door where it tousled the hollow wooden chimes she’d hung above the stoop of the only home she’d ever known.

The sound, like half a dozen reed flutes, rose and fell with each stirring of the air, rousing her from her restless slumber. She’d opened the shutters of her windows in hopes of catching a breeze after the stifling white-hot heat of the day. As the warm air drifted over her moist skin, she sighed with relief and let herself drift back to sleep.

A scrape, like a footstep on sand, came from the side of her wagon. Honey jerked fully awake and snuck her fingers beneath her goose-down pillow for the revolver that was never far from reach.

She eased up from her mattress, making sure she stayed away from the pools of silver moonlight that shone through her small windows and peered around one casing, her pistol cocked and loaded, ready for whatever trouble awaited her outside.

She worried for the horses she’d tied to trees next to the shallow creek and wondered why they’d remained quiet. Someone was out there. She could feel it. And she never ignored the intuition her father had said was as much a part of her Irish heritage as her red hair, green eyes and the touch of fey that kept her hitching her wagon to follow the stars.

A shadow passed in front of the window and another scuff sounded next to the door. She drew back, not wanting to act too quickly. The advantage would come when the intruder slammed through the back door expecting to find her groggy from sleep and unprepared.

Her eyes narrowed on the door and her arm descended, the butt of the pistol resting in one hand, a finger sliding around the trigger.

“I bring the plants you want,” a raspy voice said from beside her. A round face rested on the windowsill like a disembodied head.

Honey stifled a shriek and lowered her weapon. “Señora Garza! Why didn’t you call out to me? You scared me half to death.”

“Girl like you shouldn’t live in a wagon,” the old woman groused. “You need ground beneath your feet, not wheels.”

Ignoring the familiar complaint from her old friend, Honey grumbled, “I came by to see you today.”

“I been walking in the hills. Found somethin’ special for you.”

Honey set down her pistol on the built-in dresser. “You didn’t have to come all this way. You know I wouldn’t leave without restocking my supplies and visiting a while.”

The old woman’s index finger appeared above the windowsill. “This is magic plant. Have to pluck at midnight on a full moon.”

Honey tried one more time—she really did need the sleep. “It can’t keep until tomorrow?”

“Gotta brew tonight. Fresh. Make very special medicine.”

Honey groaned inwardly. The heat had sucked the energy right out of her, but she knew the curandera meant well. She believed in the magical properties of the plants she harvested. If brewing her potion by the light of the full moon kept the old woman happy, she wasn’t going to complain. Señora Garza’s “magic” kept them both fed and clothed.

“I build fire. You get dressed.”

The curandera squatted in her brightly colored cotton skirt and busied herself uncovering the smoldering embers of Honey’s campfire. While she blew on the coals and slowly added kindling to raise a flame, Honey slipped on a wash-softened pair of blue jeans, tucked in her shift and tied back her hair. Although she would have liked to go barefoot to the fire, she slid on slippers, knowing scorpions might be about.

Stepping down the folding steps of her stoop, she shivered slightly at the hint of chill in the breeze—a reminder summer waned and she’d soon have to find a place to ride out the winter. Somewhere…needy. A quiet town ready for a little shaking up and whole lot of her healing potions.

“So, what’s so special about this medicine?” Honey asked as she drew near the crackling fire. “What will it cure?”

Señora Garza muttered a low incantation in an incomprehensible mix of Spanish and Comanche, her graying black braids swaying as she chanted. Honey’s iron stew pot sat in the middle of the flames filled with water that slowly burped as it started to boil. When she’d finished her spell, Señora Garza smiled a wide, toothless grin and dropped gnarled bits of roots into the water. “It no cure illness. It gives fuerza to a man’s parts.”

Honey shook her head, not understanding.

The old woman rolled her eyes. “His cojones, mija. Makes his pinga strong and virile.”

Honey was glad the darkness masked the heat blooming on her cheeks. “What am I supposed to do with something like that?” she whispered fiercely, although no one else was around to hear their scandalous conversation. “Won’t it cure a headache or settle a stomach, too? I can’t tell decent folks it makes a man’s…” she cupped her hand and made a gesture at the juncture of her thighs that indicated a lengthening cock, “…his…thing hard,” she sputtered. “’Sides, who needs something like that?”

The old woman’s shaggy eyebrows waggled, and she laughed. “You tell the women what you have. They will buy.”

Honey wasn’t done with her tirade—the heat in her cheeks fueled a spirited anger that ripped right through her and settled as always on her tongue. “What the hell am I gonna call it?” Images of bottles labeled “Miracle Manhood Enhancer” and “Poker Potion” came to mind. Jesus, Mary and Joseph. She’d be run out of the next town, tarred and feathered for her licentious product.

“Easy, mija. Call it…” Señora glanced back with a wicked grin, “…’Elixir of Love’.”

Honey sucked in a deep breath. It had a ring to it all right. “Elixir of Love,” she repeated, liking the soft, romantic sound of it more now. She lifted her arms and practiced her slogan. “Cleopatra’s secret weapon that captured the undying love and devotion of Caesar and Marc Antony.”

The bruja snorted and started to cackle. “It no makes a man fall in love. Nothin’ to do with the heart. Makes a man horny.”

“Horny?”

“Builds his juices. Makes him feel like he will die if don’t find a woman to—” She clapped her hands three times in rapid succession.

With a mortified blush heating her cheeks, Honey got Señora Garza’s meaning. However, “Elixir of Virility” was just too crass. “Elixir of Love” it would remain.

Nothing excited her like playing with her slogans. When her imagination was engaged, it seemed the sky was the limit for her ambitions. And she had big brass-band-and-Fourth-of-July kinds of dreams. Someday, she’d have enough money saved up to build a house and get the kind of life she’d only seen from the top of her wagon seat as she rolled past the towns.

Her eyes widened with excitement. “I’ve got it!” She tilted back her head and raised her hands for dramatic flair. “Straight from the bazaars of Zanzibar—” That had a nice ring to it. She hoped like hell Zanzibar was somewhere near Egypt. “I bring you the very potion Cleopatra used to conquer Caesar.” A very nice ring indeed.

Señora Garza’s excited cackle rose like the twittering of a hoarse bird. “Only you be careful, or you be the one who gets conquered, mija.”


Chapter One
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“Sheriff, you’ve gotta do somethin’ about that woman.”

The note of exasperation in Curly Hicks’s voice was one Joe Tanner had heard often in the past couple of days—at least from the unmarried men of the town. He didn’t need to ask which woman Curly was talking about. He already knew who was responsible for Curly’s agitation. Her name was on everybody’s lips, although the tones with which her name was spoken varied widely.

He was curious what the normally reticent shopkeeper had to say about the lady in question. “Just what do you want me to do about her, Curly?”

“Send her packin’! She’s up to somethin’. Cain’t tell you ’xactly what, but ever since she came, nothin’s been the same.”

So he wasn’t the only one to notice. Since the day Honey Cafferty’s fancy-painted wagon had rolled into town, the mood around Two Mule had seemed…expectant, like the town itself was wakening from a long slumber and had suddenly discovered every joyful holiday was all wrapped inside one bright, shining moment.

Which posed a dilemma for Joe. Two Mule had elected him to keep the peace, and things had been riding smooth like a Conestoga over flat land—no bumps, no bone-jarring thuds. So far, the townsfolk had been pretty satisfied with their lives. It was a quiet place—the right kind of town to set down deep roots—and he intended to keep it that


































































































OEBPS/i/i1.png





Apache License
                           Version 2.0, January 2004
                        http://www.apache.org/licenses/

   TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, REPRODUCTION, AND DISTRIBUTION

   1. Definitions.

      "License" shall mean the terms and conditions for use, reproduction,
      and distribution as defined by Sections 1 through 9 of this document.

      "Licensor" shall mean the copyright owner or entity authorized by
      the copyright owner that is granting the License.

      "Legal Entity" shall mean the union of the acting entity and all
      other entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common
      control with that entity. For the purposes of this definition,
      "control" means (i) the power, direct or indirect, to cause the
      direction or management of such entity, whether by contract or
      otherwise, or (ii) ownership of fifty percent (50%) or more of the
      outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of such entity.

      "You" (or "Your") shall mean an individual or Legal Entity
      exercising permissions granted by this License.

      "Source" form shall mean the preferred form for making modifications,
      including but not limited to software source code, documentation
      source, and configuration files.

      "Object" form shall mean any form resulting from mechanical
      transformation or translation of a Source form, including but
      not limited to compiled object code, generated documentation,
      and conversions to other media types.

      "Work" shall mean the work of authorship, whether in Source or
      Object form, made available under the License, as indicated by a
      copyright notice that is included in or attached to the work
      (an example is provided in the Appendix below).

      "Derivative Works" shall mean any work, whether in Source or Object
      form, that is based on (or derived from) the Work and for which the
      editorial revisions, annotations, elaborations, or other modifications
      represent, as a whole, an original work of authorship. For the purposes
      of this License, Derivative Works shall not include works that remain
      separable from, or merely link (or bind by name) to the interfaces of,
      the Work and Derivative Works thereof.

      "Contribution" shall mean any work of authorship, including
      the original version of the Work and any modifications or additions
      to that Work or Derivative Works thereof, that is intentionally
      submitted to Licensor for inclusion in the Work by the copyright owner
      or by an individual or Legal Entity authorized to submit on behalf of
      the copyright owner. For the purposes of this definition, "submitted"
      means any form of electronic, verbal, or written communication sent
      to the Licensor or its representatives, including but not limited to
      communication on electronic mailing lists, source code control systems,
      and issue tracking systems that are managed by, or on behalf of, the
      Licensor for the purpose of discussing and improving the Work, but
      excluding communication that is conspicuously marked or otherwise
      designated in writing by the copyright owner as "Not a Contribution."

      "Contributor" shall mean Licensor and any individual or Legal Entity
      on behalf of whom a Contribution has been received by Licensor and
      subsequently incorporated within the Work.

   2. Grant of Copyright License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      copyright license to reproduce, prepare Derivative Works of,
      publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute the
      Work and such Derivative Works in Source or Object form.

   3. Grant of Patent License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      (except as stated in this section) patent license to make, have made,
      use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Work,
      where such license applies only to those patent claims licensable
      by such Contributor that are necessarily infringed by their
      Contribution(s) alone or by combination of their Contribution(s)
      with the Work to which such Contribution(s) was submitted. If You
      institute patent litigation against any entity (including a
      cross-claim or counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that the Work
      or a Contribution incorporated within the Work constitutes direct
      or contributory patent infringement, then any patent licenses
      granted to You under this License for that Work shall terminate
      as of the date such litigation is filed.

   4. Redistribution. You may reproduce and distribute copies of the
      Work or Derivative Works thereof in any medium, with or without
      modifications, and in Source or Object form, provided that You
      meet the following conditions:

      (a) You must give any other recipients of the Work or
          Derivative Works a copy of this License; and

      (b) You must cause any modified files to carry prominent notices
          stating that You changed the files; and

      (c) You must retain, in the Source form of any Derivative Works
          that You distribute, all copyright, patent, trademark, and
          attribution notices from the Source form of the Work,
          excluding those notices that do not pertain to any part of
          the Derivative Works; and

      (d) If the Work includes a "NOTICE" text file as part of its
          distribution, then any Derivative Works that You distribute must
          include a readable copy of the attribution notices contained
          within such NOTICE file, excluding those notices that do not
          pertain to any part of the Derivative Works, in at least one
          of the following places: within a NOTICE text file distributed
          as part of the Derivative Works; within the Source form or
          documentation, if provided along with the Derivative Works; or,
          within a display generated by the Derivative Works, if and
          wherever such third-party notices normally appear. The contents
          of the NOTICE file are for informational purposes only and
          do not modify the License. You may add Your own attribution
          notices within Derivative Works that You distribute, alongside
          or as an addendum to the NOTICE text from the Work, provided
          that such additional attribution notices cannot be construed
          as modifying the License.

      You may add Your own copyright statement to Your modifications and
      may provide additional or different license terms and conditions
      for use, reproduction, or distribution of Your modifications, or
      for any such Derivative Works as a whole, provided Your use,
      reproduction, and distribution of the Work otherwise complies with
      the conditions stated in this License.

   5. Submission of Contributions. Unless You explicitly state otherwise,
      any Contribution intentionally submitted for inclusion in the Work
      by You to the Licensor shall be under the terms and conditions of
      this License, without any additional terms or conditions.
      Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify
      the terms of any separate license agreement you may have executed
      with Licensor regarding such Contributions.

   6. Trademarks. This License does not grant permission to use the trade
      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,
      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the
      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.

   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or
      agreed to in writing, Licensor provides the Work (and each
      Contributor provides its Contributions) on an "AS IS" BASIS,
      WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or
      implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions
      of TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A
      PARTICULAR PURPOSE. You are solely responsible for determining the
      appropriateness of using or redistributing the Work and assume any
      risks associated with Your exercise of permissions under this License.

   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,
      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a
      result of this License or out of the use or inability to use the
      Work (including but not limited to damages for loss of goodwill,
      work stoppage, computer failure or malfunction, or any and all
      other commercial damages or losses), even if such Contributor
      has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing
      the Work or Derivative Works thereof, You may choose to offer,
      and charge a fee for, acceptance of support, warranty, indemnity,
      or other liability obligations and/or rights consistent with this
      License. However, in accepting such obligations, You may act only
      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf
      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,
      defend, and hold each Contributor harmless for any liability
      incurred by, or claims asserted against, such Contributor by reason
      of your accepting any such warranty or additional liability.

   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a
      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the
      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier
      identification within third-party archives.

   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.
   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.
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