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Introduction
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When it comes to famous American pioneers and frontiersmen, there are really only a hand full of historical figures that the average person can identify, usually Daniel Boone or Davy Crockett. And, unless you are a history buff, they are one and the same—that tall rifleman (depicted below) with broad shoulders dressed in light brown buckskin clothes, an overcoat with leather tassels and a cap made out of raccoon pelts.
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Rifleman with coonskin cap and buckskin clothes

A television series titled "Daniel Boone," that aired 103 episodes on NBC from 1964 to 1970, featured Fess Parker in the lead role and focused on Boone's adventures. Fess Parker had previously portrayed Davy Crockett in a Walt Disney miniseries that aired on ABC in 1954-1955. The same actor portraying both Boone and Crockett may have contributed to the confusion.

For better or for worse, Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett have come to represent American expansion into ‘The Wild Frontier’ (‘The Wild West’ before there were cowboys). However, it is unfortunate that Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett are so often paired together. Not only were their personas and legacies entirely distinct, but the spirits of the ages they come from are entirely different as well. Blending these two figures together prevents us from understanding the real men and the cultures that they belonged to. Simply stated, Daniel Boone (1734-1820) was a pioneer and Davy Crockett (1786 -1836) was a frontiersman.
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Daniel Boone (left) and Davy Crockett (right)

According to Davy Crockett biographer Brian A. Crandall, the words ‘pioneer’ and ‘frontiersman’ are often used interchangeably possibly because you can't have one without the other. But they are two different categories of people. Crandall makes this distinction between pioneers and frontiersmen not to over generalize, but to put Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett in their proper historical and cultural contexts.

Pioneers were men and women who left regions of relatively high population density to establish communities often times on the other side of the mountain or a river. Daniel Boone, the quintessential pioneer, was born into a Quaker community who certainly saw the value of having "the town" so to speak. He is known for founding "Boonesborough," one of first English speaking settlements west of the Appalachians. Ultimately, Daniel Boone's legacy as a scout and land speculator is bound up in the movement of tight-knit communities who sought to settle some place new, but also wanted to maintain a link with their family and friends back east.

Frontiersmen; in contrast, were people born and/or enculturated on the frontier. On the one hand "The Frontier" represents the fringes or borders of a civilization. But more than that, a frontier is a culture that has its own unique social norms and customs. Davy Crockett may not have been born on a mountain top in Tennessee, but he was a part of "The West" in a way that Daniel Boone was not. For Davy Crockett "The West" was simply home. For Daniel Boone the west was his occupation, with his paycheck coming from the thirteen colonies. Davy Crockett's relationship with the thirteen colonies was as a tourist and resident alien. He became the political representative, a congressman, of a people whose way of life did not revolve around "The Town," but their own somewhat autonomous cabin estates.

Despite their differences, one thing Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett have in common is that both men reportedly had Bigfoot encounters during their lifetimes.
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Daniel Boone reportedly shot a ‘Yahoo’

Legend has it that Daniel Boone once shot and killed a mysterious creature he called a “Yahoo” sometime between 1778 and 1779. Described as a huge, hairy, man-like beast, the story sounds eerily familiar to modern-day accounts of Bigfoot encounters. Although there’s no official record in Daniel Boone’s journals, this tale has lived on in Appalachian folklore, passed down through generations. Some say the "Yahoo" was just an old word from Gulliver's Travels... others believe Boone encountered exactly what we've been tracking for decades: a Bigfoot (a.k.a. Sasquatch).

Daniel Boone wasn't the only historical figure to come face-to-face with something unexplainable in the deep woods.
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Davy Crockett’s reported Bigfoot encounter

Less than six months before Davy Crockett was killed at the Alamo, he wrote a letter to his brother-in-law (Abner Burgin) in which he related his encounter with a large, hairy creature in the woods near Nacogdoches, Texas in 1836. Certainly, the description of the creature given by Crockett matches the classic description of a Bigfoot (a.k.a. Sasquatch). The claim of Crockett that the creature warned him to leave Texas is unnerving. However, Crockett “swore” his account was true not once, but twice in the letter.

Were the reported Bigfoot encounters of Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett based on fact, folklore, or a little bit of both? Well, that’s what we hope to find out.
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Daniel Boone: The Pioneer
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Daniel Boone

In the mid-1700s, the English colonists lived almost entirely between the Allegheny Mountains and the Atlantic Ocean. These narrow boundaries continued until the beginning of the American Revolution. However, by the end of the war, the western boundary extended to the Mississippi River, and several pioneers and backwoodsmen began to move westward. One of the most noted of these pioneers was Daniel Boone.
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Boone House evolved from a one-story log house, built by Squire Boone in 1730

Daniel Boone was born in Oley Valley, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, on 2 November 1734, the sixth of 11 children. His father, Squire Boone, Sr., was a Quaker blacksmith and weaver who met his wife, Sarah Morgan, in Pennsylvania after he emigrated from England.

Like many children who grew up on the frontier, Daniel’s childhood education was limited. Daniel learned how to read and write from his mother, and his father taught him wilderness survival skills. Although some historians have portrayed him as a youth so in love with hunting that he was semiliterate, Daniel actually could read quite well. He often carried books including the Bible and Gulliver's Travels on his hunting trips.

Daniel was given his first rifle when he was 12 years old. He quickly proved himself a talented woodsman and hunter. An early story tells of when he was just a young boy; Daniel wandered one day into the forest some distance from home, where he built himself a rough shelter of logs. There, he spent days at a time with only his rifle and game for company. It was during this time that Daniel reportedly killed his first bear. This outdoor experience trained him for his future career as a fearless hunter and woodsman.

In 1748, Squire Boone was expelled from the Society of Friends after his son, Israel, married a woman who was not a Quaker and refused to adopt her husband’s faith. In Quaker terms, Israel “married out” but it reflected poorly on his father. The family responded by leaving Pennsylvania and moving to North Carolina. Daniel was 15 years old at the time.

By October 1750, Squire Boone had acquired 650 acres of land in the Yadkin River Valley, in present-day Davie County, North Carolina. Daniel helped his father clear and farm the land, but his love for the woods and skills as a hunter often pulled him away.

Soon after moving to North Carolina, Daniel went on his first “long hunt” in the Blue Ridge Mountains with his friend, 13-year-old Henry Miller, who worked as an apprentice to Squire Boone. Enjoying the experience so much, Daniel declared hunting was his “business of life.”

Daniel became known as a “Long Hunter,” a frontier explorer and hunter who went off to the western frontier for months at a time. Boone also hunted as far west as the Shenandoah Mountains, which are in present-day Virginia and West Virginia.

While living in North Carolina, the Boone family became well-respected. In 1753, the area where the Boone family lived was organized into Rowan County. Squire Boone was named the Justice of the Peace. Meanwhile, Daniel’s ability to acquire deerskins increased his reputation as a hunter.

When the settlers encountered trouble with the local Native American Indians in 1753, Daniel joined the Rowan County Militia. He served with the British military during the French and Indian War (1754-1763), a struggle to control the land beyond the Appalachian Mountains. In 1755, he worked as a wagon driver in General Edward Braddock’s attempt to drive the French out of the Ohio Country, which ended the Braddock expedition at what is known as the Battle of the Monongahela.
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Image depicts retreat of mortally wounded General Braddock and his troops.

Daniel Boone survived the bloody battle in which over 500 men were killed and over 450 wounded and witnessed Colonel George Washington's coolness under fire first hand.

Boone returned home after the defeat and married Rebecca Bryan, a neighbor in the Yadkin Valley, on 14 August 1756. The couple initially lived in a cabin on his father’s farm before building a small cabin in the wilderness, far removed from other settlers’ homes. The couple would eventually have ten children. Boone supported his growing family through hunting, trapping, and the fur trade, making long treks into the wilderness of western Carolina. Ever a debtor, Boone paid some of his creditors by selling off parcels of his land and moving further westward into the Yadkin Valley.

In 1759, a conflict erupted between European colonists and the Cherokee Indians, their former allies, in the French and Indian War. After the Cherokee raided the Yadkin Valley, many families, including the Boones, fled to Culpepper County, Virginia. Boone served in the North Carolina militia during this “Cherokee Uprising.” His hunting expeditions deep into Cherokee territory beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains separated him from his wife for about two years.

During this time, Boone began exploring the territory to the west, pushing his way as far as Boone’s Creek, a branch of the Watauga River in Eastern Tennessee. Near this creek, there once stood a beech tree (depicted below) with the inscription: “D. Boon Cilled a Bar [killed a bear] on [this] tree in the year 1760.”

[image: ]

One of Daniel Boone’s Bear Trees

Daniel Boone is known for killing a lot of bears. "Boone Bear Trees" became one of America's earliest tourist attractions. They were considered honorable relics for the towns that had them. This, of course, led to counterfeit Boone Bear Trees, while the real ones gradually grew old and died. The last known survivor (depicted above), estimated to be over 350 years old, fell down in a storm in 1920. However, that was not the end of the last Boone Bear Tree. Some of its wood was fashioned into gavels that were used in the Jonesborough County courthouse. 
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Roadside marker erected by Daughters of the American Revolution

In 1924, the Daughters of the American Revolution erected a monument on the site where the tree once stood, now inaccessible on private land, but there's a public historical marker (shown above) along
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