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July 21, 1656 - Elizabeth Key Wins Freedom from Slavery
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Attorney and father of Elizabeth's illegitimate son, William Grinstead, won a lawsuit granting Elizabeth Key, daughter of Englishman Thomas Key and his black slave consort Martha, freedom. 

Thomas Key (1595 - 1636)

Native to Bristol, Gloucestershire, England, and Thomas migrated to the Virginia Colony in 1616. Thomas would marry Sarah, last name unknown, sometime later. Sarah owned property across the James River in Isle of Wight County. Thomas and Sarah had become Virginia tobacco planters and lived apart on their separate plantations for long periods. Thomas gained election to the Virginia House of Burgesses. He fathered a child by a black indentured servant named Martha in 1630. Thomas at first denied that the child, named Elizabeth, was his. Eventually he admitted that she was his daughter. The authorities considered this child, Elizabeth, to be illegitimate because Thomas was already married. Thomas took responsibility for the baby and had Elizabeth baptized. He then placed her in indentured servitude with Humphrey Higginson shortly before his death in 1636. During these early years, the institution of slavery had not yet developed, so this was not unusual. Black and white indentured servants usually gained their freedom after serving the time required of their indentured servant contracts. 

Elizabeth Key (1630 - January 20, 1665)

The daughter of Thomas Key and a black slave woman named Martha, Elizabeth was native to Warwick County Virginia. She was six years old when her father placed her in servitude with Humphrey Higginson, a wealthy tobacco planter and her godfather. The indenture was supposed to last until Elizabeth was fifteen. She was to gain her freedom at this time. When Elizabeth was nine, Higginson sold her contract to a man named John Mottram and returned to England. Mottram took Elizabeth to Northumberland County, which was undeveloped, in 1640. Mottram, one of the first settlers in Northumberland County, developed a tobacco plantation. When Mottram took her to this remote region, Elizabeth's indentured contract "disappeared." She could now remain a slave forever. Needing more help, he imported a number of indentured servants from England in 1650. One of these servants was a man named William Grinstead. 

William Grinstead (1636? - 1661)

His parents name are unknown, however William was native to England. It is possible that his father was an attorney and that William had learned enough of the profession to represent Mottram in his various legal affairs while he was still a servant. After his term expired, he became a lawyer with his own practice. While still in servitude to Mottram, he and Elizabeth had met and fallen in love. Together, the couple had two sons. As an indentured servant, Elizabeth was forbidden to marry, thus their children were considered illegitimate with an uncertain future. 

Freedom

Mottram died in 1655. Elizabeth became listed as part of the planter's assets, to be disposed of. Grinstead used his skills as a lawyer to sue to win her freedom. The court decided that Elizabeth, based on English common law, was free. Mottram's estate filed an appeal and this time the court decided that she was still a slave. Grinstead did not give up. He again filed suit. This time the case went to a special committee set up by the Virginia House of Burgesses. This committee investigated, and then sent the case back to the courts. On July 21, 1656, this court granted Elizabeth and her children their freedom on three counts:

Her father was an Englishman

She was a baptized Christian

Her father had not intended her to be a slave when he originally set up the contract when she was a girl. 

The court ordered the estate to compensate her for her excessive years of servitude with corn and clothing. 

Grinstead married Elizabeth later on.

Aftermath

The Virginia House of Burgesses would later pass a law that conferred slave status on the status of the mother, not the father. Born partly from the Elizabeth Key case, the new law effectively created permanent status for all babies born of mothers in servitude. Thus, the institution of slavery began its evolution.

Note to reader:

This article should have been included in Colonial American History Stories - 1215 – 1664, however due to an oversight it was omitted. The author considers it important enough to include in this time line. 
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March 10, 1753- Liberty Bell Hung
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Six months after the bell arrived from England workers hung the bell that the nation would later call the "Liberty Bell." As a worker tested the bell for sound, a crack developed. The new State House bell would have to be re-cast.

Ordering the Bell

The Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania ordered a new bell for the State House on November 1, 1751 from Whitechapel Foundry in London, England. The firm was to place an inscription on the bell from Leviticus 25:10 which would read: "Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants thereof." The inscription refers to the Old Testament’s Jewish tradition of the "Jubilee." During this time, which occurred every fifty years, the Jews were to return borrowed property to its owners and free slaves. Many historians think that Speaker of the Pennsylvania Assembly Isaac Norris to commemorate the 1701 Charter of Privileges granted to William Penn by the King. The Charter of Privileges was Pennsylvania’s first constitution and granted self-government to the colony. Whitechapel Foundry delivered the bell to Philadelphia on September 1, 1752. The bell remained in storage until March 10, 1753, when workers hung it. Upon testing its tone, the bell cracked. They would have to recast the bell.

Pass and Stow

The Assembly sent the bell to two local foundry workers, John Pass and John Stow, to recast. The men melted the bell down and recast it, adding a small quantity of copper to the bell. After workers hung the recast bell, no one was pleased with the tone. They sent the bell back to Pass and Stow again. The men obliged, recasting the bell. Workers raised this bell on June 11, 1753. The Assembly was still not happy and ordered a new bell from Whitechapel Foundry. This one, when it arrived, sounded no better than the first one, so the Statehouse Bell remained in its steeple above the Statehouse. 

Ringing the Bell

The bell rang frequently after the third casting. It summoned the legislature to session, and to announce special events. The bell tolled when King George III ascended the throne and summoned the people together when the Sugar Act and the Stamp Acts passed Parliament. The bell tolled when the First Continental Congress went into session in the State House in 1774. It is unlikely that the bell tolled after passage of the Declaration of Independence because steeple that held it was in disrepair. During the Revolutionary War, workers removed the bell and moved it away from Philadelphia when the British occupied the city to prevent them from melting it down for cannonballs. It was hidden in the floorboards of the Zion Reformed Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania.

The Crack

No one knows when the crack appeared. Most agree that it developed in the 1840's. The bell had seen heavy use, summoning the Pennsylvania legislature to order, ringing on the Fourth of July and other celebrations. Workers found the crack. Since Philadelphians wanted to ring the bell on George Washington's birthday, they attempted to repair the bell. Workers drilled the crack wider to prevent it from vibrating together. The repair failed. Upon ringing, another crack developed. The bell would ring no more. 

Symbol of Freedom

The bell was not always called the Liberty Bell. At first Philadelphians simply referred to it as the State House Bell, as it hung in the steeple above the State House. After the Revolution people began calling the State House Independence Hall, because it was there that, the Continental Congress passed and proclaimed the Declaration of Independence. Sometime in the 1830's the bell began being seen as a symbol of liberty. Abolitionists seeking to stamp out slavery adopted the bell as their symbol and first called it the "Liberty Bell," in 1837. The Abolitionists interpreted the inscription on the bell in a literal, biblical sense, that slaves should be freed every fifty years. After the Civil War, the Bell joined the American flag as a symbol of unity for the nation, serving as a reminder that once Americans all struggled together for a common goal, independence. For many years, the Bell went on tour around the nation, serving as a symbol of unity and freedom. The bell once again rests in Independence Hall. Those interested may visit the Liberty Bell. For information, contact:

Independence National Historical Park

143 South Third Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106

(215) 965-2305
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July 11, 1753 - Fort Le Boeuf Construction Begins
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Fort Le Boeuf was the destination of George Washington's first military mission when Royal Virginia Governor sent the twenty-two year old Lieutenant Colonel to the fort to confront the French Commander over the growing French infiltration into the Ohio River Valley in December 1753.

Fort Le Boeuf 

The French constructed Fort Le Boeff about fifteen miles inland from Lake Erie, guarding a portage road on Le Boeff Creek that ran from Lake Erie to French Creek on the Allegheny River. Waterford, Pennsylvania is near the site of the fort. French Captain Francois Le Mercier commenced construction of the fort on July 11, 1753. Commander Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre took command of the fort on December 3, 1753. Saint-Pierre was in command when George Washington, sent by British Governor Robert Dinwiddie, who presented the governor's demand that the French abandon their forts in the disputed Ohio River Valley. Le Boeuf was the second of four forts the French constructed to guard their claims in the Ohio River Valley.
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July 18, 1753 - Lemuel Haynes Born
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Writer, Revolutionary War soldier and minister, Lemuel Haynes achieved things unavailable to blacks in the American Republic’s early years.

Indentured Servant

His mother was white, reportedly of some status. Little is known of his father except that he was of African descent. Both parents abandoned Lemuel at five months old. They sold him into indentured servitude to David Rose of Middle Granville, Massachusetts. Lemuel worked the fields of Rose's farm during the day and filled his nights with reading and study. His books of choice were the Bible and theological tomes. When he reached his teen years, he frequently conducted the Sunday service at the Rose's church. He wrote many of the sermons himself.

Freedom and War

His indentured contract expired when he turned twenty-one years old. He enlisted in the local militia and went on to serve with Ethan Allen's Green Mountain boys. He was part of the action when Americans captured Ticonderoga on May 19, 1775. During the War Haynes wrote poetry and other literary works. 

After the War

When the northern campaigns ended, Haynes returned to work for Rose in Granville. He had the opportunity to study at Dartmouth College. However, he decided to study Latin and Greek with clergymen in Connecticut. By 1780, he acquired a minister license. Elizabeth Babbitt, a young white schoolteacher, proposed marriage and he accepted. He and Elizabeth had ten children. In 1785, he became an ordained Congregational minister. 

Ministry Career

His first ministry was at Torrington, Connecticut at Hemlock Church (now first Congregational Church). After spending two years at Torrington, he went to Rutledge. There he served at the West Parish of Rutland, Vermont for thirty years. During this time, he achieved international renown as a writer and minister. Middlebury College bestowed an honorary Master of Arts degree in 1805. From Rutland, he went on to minister South Granville Congregational Church during the last years of his life. This church is recognized as a National Historic Landmark since 1975. The house is located on Washington County Route 27. It is just a short distance from NY 149 in the small hamlet of South Granville.
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August 04, 1753 - George Washington Becomes A Master Mason 
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Many of the Founding Fathers belonged to the fraternal organization called the Masons, or Freemasons. 

Freemasons

The Freemasons trace their origins to the mason craft guilds that formed in the Fourteenth Century. The Masonics are loosely organized as local lodges, with no central organization regulating them. In the United States, the local lodges have a regional organization, usually at the state level. The Masons retain the three basic levels of the ancient craft guilds, Apprentice, Journeyman and Master Mason. Masons can attain other levels within the organization that can vary between regions. George Washington attained his Master Mason level on August 4, 1753 when he was twenty-one years old. He would remain a Mason his entire life and was buried with Masonic honors after his death.
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August 10, 1753 - Ben Franklin Appointed Joint Deputy Postmaster-General Of British North America
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The British Parliamentary Post had appointed Franklin as Philadelphia postmaster in 1737. On August 10, 1753, The British crown appointed him to serve as Deputy-Postmaster in conjunction with William Hunter. Several reforms took place under Franklin that made the British Parliamentary Post profitable for the first time in its existence in the colonies. Franklin devised a simple accounting method for local postmasters and had mail riders transporting mail between post offices during both day and night hours. He surveyed new post roads, covering over 1600 miles as he surveyed roads between Virginia and New England. He also introduced the penny post into the colonies. The penny post allowed letters to be mailed locally for a penny. These and other reforms streamlined the mail delivery system, increasing efficiency and revenue as more people were inclined to use the mail system.
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August 28, 1753 - British Crown Authorizes Dinwiddie to Take Action
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Alarmed by French expansion in the Ohio River Valley, British Royal Governor of Virginia Robert Dinwiddie delivered a report on French activities to the British Board of Trade in June 1753. 

Board of Trade

The Board of Trade, established in 1696, oversaw British North American Colonial affairs. The Board evolved out of a series of royal boards, beginning in 1622, created to manage the colonies. The colonies grew in population and importance, rendering these various boards inadequate to the task of managing them. In 1696, King William III created the Board of Trade. It consisted of eight members, who bore the responsibility of managing foreign and domestic trade, overseeing care of the poor and supervising colonial affairs. Their function with the colonies included collecting information from the royal governors and then filing reports to the King. The Board also reviewed all laws passed by the colonial assemblies and nominated candidate for royal posts to the king. After receiving instructions from the King, the Board then relayed his orders to the various governors. The Board had the power to annul laws passed by the colonial assemblies. 

Authorization for Action

Many of the British traders that worked in the Ohio River Valley, including notables like William Trent and George Croghan, became alarmed by the French expansion encouraged Governor Ange Duquesne de Menneville, Marquis Duquesne. Their reports back to Dinwiddie had caused him to file a report in June with the Board of Trade. The Board responded on August 28, 1754, authorizing Dinwiddie to investigate the matter of French expansion into areas claimed by the British. Dinwiddie responded by appointing a young George Washington to undertake an expedition to the area.
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Late Summer - 1753 - Fry-Jefferson Map Published
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Gathering tensions between France and Great Britain created the need for an accurate map, as the British government felt sure that the French had encroached on British territory in North America. The lack of an accurate map prevented the British from having proof of French incursion, so the government commissioned two skilled surveyors, Peter Jefferson and Joshua Fry, to draft a map of Virginia and the upper Ohio River Valley. 

Peter Jefferson (February 29, 1708 – August 17, 1757) 

The son of Thomas Jefferson and Mary Field, Peter was native to Chesterfield County, Virginia. Peter received little education as a child; however, he was a copious reader and educated himself as a cartographer and surveyor. He married Jane Randolph, with whom he had nine children. Their eldest son, Thomas, became the author of the Declaration of Independence and the second United States President. A family friend, William Randolph, died in 1745. Randolph, a widower, had appointed Jefferson as guardian of his estate and his four children. Before his marriage, Jefferson had acquired 1000 acres to farm, and then purchased an additional 200 acres from Randolph to build a home. Called Shadwell, Jefferson completed the home, which he and Jane occupied. Thomas Jefferson was born in the Shadwell House. Jefferson, along with another surveyor named Thomas Lewis, surveyed the famous Fairfax Line," which delineated the boundary of the Great Northern Neck. Jefferson and Joshua Fry had established the Loyal Land Company in 1746, receiving 800,000 acres as a grant. Fry and Jefferson also collaborated in completing previous work on the Virginia-North Carolina border in 1749. 

Joshua Fry (1699–1754)

The son of Joseph Fry, Joshua was native to Somerset, England. After receiving an education at Oxford, he migrated to Virginia around 1726. After his arrival, he took a teaching position at the College of William and Mary. He married Mary Micou Hill, with whom he had five children. Fry gained election to the Virginia House of Burgesses, where he served on the commission in charge of determining the North Carolina/Virginia boundary line. He served as a commissioner at the 1752 Logstown Treaty and received a commission as a colonel in the Virginia Regiment. He died after falling from his horse on a mission into the Ohio territory. Upon his death, George Washington succeeded to his position. 

French Encroachment

Maps of the Virginia frontier were few. Captain John Smith had drafted a map in 1612 and Augustine Herrman had published one in 1673. These maps had focused on the Tidewater area and provided little information on the interior. The British Board of Trade had requested that the colonies provide a better map, to no avail. After the end of Queen Anne's War in 1713, the need for an accurate map became paramount. The Board of Trade pressed again for a map. Finally, in 1731 Virginia's Lieutenant Governor Sir William Gooch sent the Board of Trade a map that had very little detail. The Treaty of Utrecht, that had ended Queen Anne's War, provided boundaries that delineated boundaries between the French and English colonies. However, without an accurate map, the British could not prove that the French were encroaching into British territory. At last, in 1750, Virginia Governor Lewis Burwell commissioned Fry and Jefferson to produce a map.

The Fry-Jefferson Map

Fry and Jefferson were under pressure to produce the map quickly, so they relied on previous maps, their own surveys of the region and testimony from local plantation owners. By 1751, the men completed the first draft of their map and dispatched it to London. The Board of Trade paid Fry and Jefferson 150 pounds each for the completed map. The men added more detail to their map, which they published in late summer 1753. They titled this map the Map of the Inhabited Part of Virginia containing the whole Province of Maryland, with Part of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and North Carolina.
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APRIL 9, 1754 - SLAVE GIRL PRISCILLA BEGINS HER HORRIBLE JOURNEY
APRIL 17, 1754 - FRENCH FORCE BEGINS BUILDING FORT DUQUESNE
MAY 9, 1754 - FIRST NEWSPAPER CARTOON IN AMERICA - JOIN OR DIE™
MAY 28, 1754 - BATTLE OF JUMONVILLE GLEN - SETS OFF FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR
JUNE 3,754 - LIEUTENANT COLONEL GEORGE WASHINGTON COMPLETES CONSTRUCTION OF FORT NECESSITY
JUNE 19, 1754 - FRANKLIN HEADS PENNSLYVANNIA DELEGATION TO ALBANY CONGRESS
JULY 4, 1754 - GEORGE WASHINGTON SURRENDERS FORT NECESSITY TO FRANCE
JULY 10, 754, - ALBANY PLAN OF UNION ADOPTED
JULY 17,1754 - KING'S COLLEGE OPENS
NOVEMBER 22, 1754 - ABRAHAM BALDWIN BORN
DECEMBER 17,1754 - GEORGE WASHINGTON LEASES MOUNT VERNON
DECEMBER 18, 1754 - FIRST STUDENTS ARRIVE MOORS CHARITY INDIAN SCHOOL
DECEMBER I8, 754 - BENJAMIN FRANKLINS SECOND LETTER ON PLAN OF COLONIAL UNION - ADDRESSES T 1OUT REPRESEN
JANUARY I, 1755 - ALEXANDER. HAMILTON BORN
JANUARY 22, 1755 - GEORGE WASHINGTON BUYS BLACKSMITH TOOLS
MARCH 17,1755 - TREATY OF SYCAMORE SHOALS
MAY 10, 755 - WASHINGTON APPOINTED AIDE DE CAMP TO BRADDOCK
MARCH 12, 755 - FIRST STEAM ENGINE IN COLONIES PUMPS WATER FROM A MINE
APRIL 3,1755 - BIRTH OF SIMON KENTON
APRIL 12,1755 - BEN FRANKLIN RECEIVES LETTER DESCRIBING DEATH BY TAPEWORM
APRIL 5, 1755 - COUNCIL OF ROYAL GOVERNORS AT ALEXANDRIA CONCLUDES
JULY 9, 1755 - BATTLE OF THE MONONGAHELA - FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR
JULY 13,1755 - GENERAL EDWARD BRADDOCK DIES
ACADIAN EXPULSION BEGAN
SEPTEMBER 08, 1755 - BATTLE OF LAKE GEORGE BEGINS
SEPTEMBER 17, 1755 - WASHINGTON APPOINTED COLONEL VIRGINIA REGIMENT
SEPTEMBER I8, 1755 CONSTRUCTION OF FORT TICONDEROGA (FORT CARILLION) BEGINS
NOVEMBER I8, 1755 - CAPE ANN MASSACHUSTETTS EARTHQUAKE
DECEMBER 14,1755 - SPECIAL COLLECTION TAKEN FOR REFUGEE FRENCH ACADIANS
APRIL 1, 1756 - FORT MCCORD MASSACRE
APRIL 4, 1756 - THE BATTLE OF SIDLING HILL
APRIL 8, 1756 - THE I756 SCALP ACT ENACTED
APRIL 18, 1756 - BATTLE OF GREAT CACAPON
APRIL 19, 1756 - GEORGE WASHINGTON LETTER TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNER ROBERT
MAY 5, 1756 - DECLARATION OF WAR - FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR BEGINS
JUNE 4, 1756 - QUAKERS LEAVE ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
JULY 07,1756 - ISAIAH THOMAS APPRENTICED TO ZECHARIAH FOWLE
AUGUST 14 - 1756 - FRENCH CAPTURE FORT OSWEGO
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