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Anatomy

 


The penis is attached to the rest of the body
by the root or radix

 


The rest of the penis is called the body or
corpus

 


The body has two surfaces: the dorsal and the
ventral or urethral

 


The dorsal surface faces up in the erect
penis and the ventral faces down (i.e. the ventral surface is the
‘underside’ of the penis)

 


The ventral surface of the penis has a median
visible ridge called the raphe

 


The raphe runs from the meatus (opening of
the penis) across the scrotum to the perineum (area between scrotum
and anus)

 


The raphe is exclusive to men

 


The scrotum is homologous to the labia minora
and labia majora in women

 


The penis is made up of three columns of
tissue: two corpora cavernosa which lie next to each other on the
dorsal side and one corpus spongiosum which lies between them on
the ventral side

 


The urethra traverses the corpus
spongiosum

 


The corpora cavernosa are homologous to the
body of the clitoris in women

 


The corpus spongiosum is homologous to the
vestibular bulbs beneath the labia minora in women

 


The enlarged and bulbous-shaped end of the
corpus spongiosum is called the glans penis or simply glans

 


The glans of the penis is homologous to the
clitoral glans in women

 


The glans penis is covered by the foreskin or
prepuce

 


This is a loose fold of skin that in adults
can retract to expose the glans

 


The foreskin is attached to the underside of
the penis via the frenum (or frenulum)

 


The foreskin is homologous to the clitoral
hood in women

 


 


Normal Variations

 


Pearly penile papules are raised bumps of
somewhat paler color around the base of the glans and are
normal

 


Fordyce's spots are small, raised,
yellowish-white spots 1–2 mm in diameter that may appear on
the penis

 


Sebaceous prominences are raised bumps
similar to Fordyce's spots on the shaft of the penis, located at
the sebaceous glands and are normal

 


 


Developmental Disorders

 


Hypospadias is a somewhat common birth
(congenital) defect in which the opening of the urethra is on the
underside, rather than at the end, of the penis

 


It is usually corrected by surgery

 


Micropenis is the presence of a very small
penis

 


This condition may be developmental or
congenital in origin

 


Diphallia (or penile duplication, PD) is the
presence of two penises

 


It is exceedingly rare

 


 


Puberty and Penile Growth

 


On entering puberty the penis, scrotum and
testicles begin to develop

 


During this process, pubic hair grows above
and around the penis

 


Penile growth is typically complete not later
than age 17, and possibly earlier

 


 


Size

 


The human penis is larger than average in the
animal kingdom in relation to body mass

 


The human penis is larger than that of any
other primate, both in proportion to body size and in absolute
terms

 


95% of adult males fall within the interval
10.7 cm - 19.1 cm (or 4.23 in - 7.53 in)

 


It has been suggested that this difference is
caused not only by genetics but also by environmental factors such
as culture, diet, chemical/pollution exposure etc

 


The average erect human penis is
approximately 12.9–15 cm (5.1–5.9 in) in length

 


The typical girth or circumference is
approximately 12.3 cm (4.84 in) when fully erect

 


Most penises are below average in size

 


The longest officially documented human penis
was found by Doctor Robert Latou Dickinson

 


It was 34.3 cm (13.5 in) long and
15.9 cm (6.26 in) around

 


 


Curvature

 


Few penises are completely straight

 


Curves are commonly seen in all directions
(up, down, left, right)

 


Sometimes the curve is very prominent but it
rarely inhibits sexual intercourse

 


Curvature as great as 30° is considered
normal and medical treatment is rarely considered unless the angle
exceeds 45°


 


Changes to the curvature of a penis may be
caused by Peyronie's disease (see below)

 


 


Erection

 


Erection can occur in sexual and
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