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As I wrote in my introduction to Volume I, ‘It takes all sorts to make a world,’ Badger said these very words to Mole in Kenneth Grahame’s children’s classic of English Literature ‘Wind in the Willows’. It had its first publication in 1908. It’s true, people do differ. What one person might consider as odd another person may not, so we should make allowances for people’s differences. Despite these differences, people still share similar traits in their personalities. Also, they often share the same values, attitudes, and beliefs. All this was no more evident than in the residents of the street I lived in as a child growing up.

Observing people (‘people watching’), in my street and neighbourhood, became my pastime, as a child. I quickly found out that observing people and events from whatever vantage point, whether it is from a window inside the home or out in the street, is a fascinating hobby. Especially watching and being a participant in what, in decades to come, will be history, as it unfolds before your very eyes.

My name is Alison and I wish to introduce you, the reader, to a world gone by, and one that I grew up in, in the first half of the 1950s. My descriptive narrative focuses on some of the memorable characters that lived in the street that I also inhabited.

Please note that if the reader wishes to dive straight into reading the character portraits, they can skip the introduction I present here and revisit it to provide more background depth to each character’s narrative.

I hope you find these characters as entertaining as I did whilst growing up. They certainly left a memorable impression on my young and curious mind, so much so that I can clearly recall them and the incidents involving them that occurred in our neighbourhood. I remember them all, especially the traits and habits of the characters I describe that lived in our street. 

I had an excellent view from my top bedroom window, situated at the front of our house, to watch the inhabitants of our street and its visitors. From my position, I could see what was going on outside for quite a distance, up and down the street. When I wasn’t watching from my bedroom window, I was outside on the street.

I lived in a street in the coastal seaside town of Southend-on-Sea in the county of Essex, in the South-East of England. I suppose it was a street typical of most streets in towns in Britain during the first half of the 1950s. 

It was a street mostly absent of cars, as most people couldn’t afford a car back then. Besides, cars were mainly reserved for the export market, to kick-start Britain’s economy after the war. So the street offered us youngsters a safe place in which to play during the first half of the 1950s. 

Many residential streets in Britain were designated by the local authorities as ‘Play Streets’, although, unfortunately for us youngsters, ours was not awarded that privilege. Local authorities had the power under The Street Playground Act 1938 to prohibit through traffic or restrict traffic in those designated residential streets to specified times during the day. This enabled youngsters in those streets to play outside free from the dangers of vehicles.

We youngsters would loiter in our street until it was time to go back indoors for bed. So we were well-placed to witness anything exciting happening in our street and neighbourhood. I was able to observe, without arousing suspicion, the daily comings and goings in my street. The street became our playground, and the neighbours and visitors to our street, unbeknown to them, of course, provided us youngsters with a lot of entertainment. 

Most of our young lives were spent out on the street playing or simply hanging around with nothing much to do. That is, in what spare time we had when we weren’t attending school or undertaking chores around the home. Youngsters obeyed their elders by helping out in those days. The deprivations of the post-war years also meant there were not many toys around for us to play with. 

Toy production ended during the war. This was to allow manufacturers to redeploy the labour force and raw materials that were available for production for the military to help the war effort. Toy manufacturing resumed again after the war. Though, of course, it took a while for toy production levels to recover to their pre-war levels. (Betsy, the final youngster I portray in this volume, must have found the wait extremely frustrating!) 

The reader would think that we youngsters were bored being deprived of toys and having to endure such hardships for so long. But not so, we youngsters had to find our own entertainment by using our inventiveness and creativity, which was often more fun! This usually happened outside and away from the prying eyes of our elders. We would improvise and use whatever means we had to hand. We made use of what was available in the streets to create something out of the simplest of materials. We made makeshift toys, such as go-karts from old hardboard boxes and pram wheels. We also played in the old, bombed-out sites dotted here and there about town, created by the enemy planes during the war.

The Luftwaffe’s unmanned aircraft, the V-1 missiles, nicknamed ‘buzz bombs’ and ‘doodlebugs’, and the V-2 rockets, rained down on towns and cities during June 1944 until the end of March 1945, leaving in their wake a mass of destruction. These missiles often missed their target, the main City of London, by miles, so towns like ours in the South-East, directly under the flight path, often got the brunt! The Luftwaffe’s sustained aerial bombing campaign caused heavy casualties, with even more civilians left homeless; this exacerbated the housing problem, which had been a major concern even before the war. 

The bombed-out sites, however, gave us, youngsters, an unusual and therefore exciting environment to play in. We happily played amongst the flattened ruins and rubble, occasionally alighting on bits of shrapnel left over from the bombing era, much to the boys’ delight! They would collect these and covet someone else’s pieces and do swaps.

Apart from creating our own amusements out on the streets, there was also enough activity happening in our community to engage our interest. There were a lot of comings and goings in our street and neighbourhood; neighbours, including new residents to our street, visitors, and passers-by were all going about their daily business. 

There were several newcomers to the neighbourhood, and returning neighbours, as well as absentees. Neighbours and other inhabitants, demobbed only a few years earlier from fighting overseas in the war or those just returning after completing their national service, were settling back into their old routine. There were also young men leaving to join the armed forces and undertake their national service abroad, or elsewhere in the United Kingdom. 

Also, of course, there was the influx of foreign war refugees and immigrants from Eastern and Central Europe, who settled throughout Britain, as well as abroad. Included in this group of immigrants were those from the Commonwealth. The British Government invited those from the Caribbean and from the Indian subcontinent to make up for the labour shortage caused by the war. Not that we had any people from those exotic places in our street.

We did have at least one foreign immigrant from Eastern Europe who lived in our street. I nicknamed him our ‘Mystery Man’. (I have included a character study of him in the final volume of my trilogy ‘It Takes All Sorts!’ ‘The Outsiders.’) His presence on our street provided a lot of intrigue, especially for curious children like me. 

Much of Eastern Europe was under Soviet control after the war and therefore had communist regimes installed. Communism and the red scare had reared its head again in the 1950s (as it had done in previous decades), this time under McCarthyism, a communist campaign carried out in the United States.

An American Republican politician, Senator Joseph McCarthy, fed the fear provoked by communism when he made his famous conspiracy speech in Wheeling, West Virginia on 9th February 1950. In his speech he claimed that he had a list (listed on a sheet of paper he was holding aloft to his audience) of names of, “... individuals who would appear to be either card-carrying members or certainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping to shape our foreign policy.” Those people suspected of having communist ties were tried at the ‘House of Un-American Activities Committee’ (HUAC) Hearings; as a result they often found themselves blacklisted and lost their jobs. 

A purge of pro-communist books from all types of American libraries both in the United States and abroad followed in 1953. (I explore in Volume I and in Volume III of my trilogy, the communist hysteria that gripped America during the 1950s, and its ramifications in Britain at that time. I also include the spies uncovered during the era of McCarthyism, who were accused of communist espionage.)

* * *
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Accommodating returning servicemen and the flood of immigrants that came to settle in Britain after the war led to serious overcrowding. Britain was in the midst of a housing crisis with a severe housing shortage, as I hinted at earlier. Properties had either been condemned as slums, or damaged or destroyed in the Blitz. Housing became even more of an urgent issue as a result of the post-war baby boom, which reached its highest level in Britain in 1946. The housing problem was even an issue before the war, as I noted earlier. The government policy then was to knock down the slums and rebuild. However, the war intervened and scuppered their rebuilding programme. 

As a result of the lack of housing, newcomers and residents had to endure living in cramped conditions, often sharing overcrowded accommodation in rented premises or living with family members. (In this Volume II, young Betsy had an aunt living with her who shared the family’s accommodation.) Living in rented accommodation was not a recent phenomenon; this type of housing was common in the Victorian era and in all decades leading up to the 1950s. 

People often found themselves living in properties that were in a dilapidated state: these were poorly heated, damp, and overcrowded. This is not at all surprising when one considers that a lot of housing stock was either condemned before the war for slum clearance, or had been completely destroyed or damaged and made virtually uninhabitable by the enemy’s bombing campaign during the Blitz and towards the end of the war with the buzz bombs and the flying rockets. 

The post-war Labour Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, had an electoral mandate to improve people’s living conditions; providing adequate housing was on their list of reforms. However, the Government had to stall their housing programme after the war while they concentrated their efforts on getting the economy back on its feet. (I describe in more detail in my introduction to Volume I, the newly elected post-war Labour Government’s housing policy.)

Neighbours tried to make the best of a bad situation by making do with what they had; they maintained their homes as best they could. In between their daily household chores, neighbours would stand outside in the street and observe the activity going on around them, and gossip with one another and exchange news. This was often their only contact with the outside world beyond their doorstep, other than news provided by the newspaper, radio, and the cinemas’ Pathe news bulletins. 

Everybody knew everybody in those days. Neighbours back in the first half of the 1950s lived in such close proximity that they knew each other’s lives intimately. So we youngsters observed and overheard a lot of what was going on in our neck of the woods. With all the heightened activity in our street and neighbourhood, there was naturally a lot to see and hear, so we youngsters never grew bored. 

The street and surrounding neighbourhoods were also a hustle and bustle of activity when visiting tradesmen came calling to offer their services and wares. These tradesmen were a feature of street life before the inception of the supermarket and the arrival of the car, where you could buy everything you needed in one shop and transport it home in a car. 

We youngsters looked forward to the tradesmen’s regular, weekly visits. We would observe them with great curiosity, bartering and selling their wares. We also enjoyed listening to their banter and gossip with the neighbours.

In between visits from the local tradesmen, people were out and about shopping daily for perishable foods. The majority of the population here in Britain did not own a domestic refrigerator in the post-war era. In contrast, consumers in the United States were lucky enough to own such a useful appliance, which could store fresh food for longer. The domestic refrigerator only became more affordable for the average consumer here in Britain in the following decade. 

We youngsters were able to observe all this activity when people were out and about shopping because we would often accompany our mothers on their regular shopping trips. We would be called upon to help carry the bags of shopping, or we would enthusiastically undertake a shopping errand on our own.

We were also able to observe people out in the street and neighbourhood, when they used public transport or good old-fashioned walking to and from the shops some distance away. Rationing and general shortages also caused people to have to queue in shops daily for their rations and other goods that were few and far between. This allowed us youngsters even more opportunities to observe all the increased activity going on around us. 

The parade of shops offered an exciting hunting ground for us youngsters. We would hang around the cluster of shops, looking in shop windows and drooling over the few items that were in store that we couldn’t have as much as we would have liked, while rationing was still on. There was the bakery, which was my favourite shop, apart from the sweet shop, which also functioned as the local newsagent and tobacconist. (Tobacco was also rationed.) There was also the local butcher, grocer, greengrocer, and because we lived on the coast, we were fortunate to have a fishmonger. 

The ironmonger’s shop fascinated us as youngsters. It stored all manner of hardware for domestic use, from tin baths to smaller receptacles, including tools for the home and garden. Every nook and cranny was utilised for storage and display, both inside and outside the shop. The counter drawers housed smaller items, such as nails and screws, bought by the ounce. We youngsters also found the cobbler’s shop interesting. We would watch in fascination, the cobbler huddled in a corner of his cramped, dark, and dingy shop while he mended his customers’ shoes. 

There was also a haberdasher, which was another exciting shop full of colourful items, such as ribbons, threads, and buttons. Not that there was much on offer while utility clothing was around, because these items were limited; extra embellishments on clothing were banned. However, some decorative materials, such as ribbons, were allowed and were utilised for decorating hats.

Food and other commodities in Britain were still not easily obtainable in the early to mid-1950s, which is one of the reasons why the government continued enforcing rations; they started rationing items at the beginning of World War Two. Rationing was also a method (that was also used in World War One) to prevent people from panic buying and ensuring that everyone had their fair share of what food and other essential items were available. (I explain in more detail the reasoning behind the Labour Government’s decision to enforce rationing in the post-war era, in my introduction to Volume I.) 

The Government decided to continue the rationing scheme in the post-war period basically because of the lack of supplies and the lack of money to import more. This was especially so in the case of food.

Britain has always relied on food imports; over half of its food is supplied by imports. These imports are, to a large degree, supplied by boats since Britain is an island. However, during both World Wars, German U-boats (undersea boats) attacked British boats carrying cargo, namely, imported food, in an attempt to starve the British population into surrender. So in preparation for this, the government started rationing before food and other supplies dried up. After the war, food supplies and other commodities were still in short supply. 

* * *
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In spite of all the hardships we as a nation had to endure in the post-war years, people were still able to cheer themselves up and have fun, just like we youngsters were more than capable of doing. People were determined to have some fun and enjoy themselves, and who could blame them!

Adults and youngsters alike flocked to the cinema in their millions. It was not unusual to attend the cinema several times a week back in those days. Towns boasted several cinemas’, so people could take their pick as to what film they wished to see. The film industry churned out thousands of films in the 1950s, so filmgoers really were spoilt for choice. The 1950s was the last of the golden age of the cinema. Attending the cinema, going to the ‘pictures’ as most people called it, was the most popular pastime back in the early 1950s. There you could forget all about the hardships of everyday life and be transported into a world of fantasy.

Going to the cinema was certainly high on our youngsters’ lists of activities. In common with thousands of other youngsters, we were regular attendees of ‘Saturday Morning Pictures’. This programme of entertainment was specifically aimed at entertaining youngsters every Saturday morning and shown in cinemas throughout the country. The Walt Disney animated cartoons were especially popular with most youngsters, as they were with us. (This was, of course, before staying in and watching television in the home became more popular than going out to the cinema.)

Ballroom dancing was the second most popular leisure activity in Britain, after the cinema, especially for girls. (Our youngster Betsy enjoyed tap dancing, while her parents were keen amateur ballroom dancers.) Like the cinema, ballroom dancing gave its participants and audience a chance to enter a world of glamour and romance.

Fishing was enjoyed by the male population. (It was a hobby enjoyed by Richard, the first youngster featured in this Volume II, and his father.) Angling with a rod and line was the most popular participant hobby in the 1950s, as it still is today. 

Another popular leisure activity people enjoyed in the 1950s was sport. Football (soccer) was the most popular spectator sport back then, as it is today. Most people that lived during that era will remember the famous FA (Football Association) Cup Final in the year of the Queen’s Coronation in1953. It was played on 2nd May at the Wembley Stadium in London and was broadcast live on the radio. Its star player, Stanley Mathews, became famous for helping Blackpool to win the Cup; they beat Bolton Wanderers by four goals to three.

Cricket was yet another popular sport in the 1950s, enjoyed particularly by the male population. Cricket fans will never forget when the England cricket team, captained by Len Hutton, regained the Ashes on 19th August after nineteen years! The Oval, England’s famous cricket ground, provided the venue for the fifth and final test. This historic game took place in the same year as the Coronation, in 1953.

Another popular spectator sport back then was car and motorbike racing. (Our youngster Richard was particularly interested in these two sports.) Boxing was another favourite British spectator sport, as was greyhound racing and horse racing.

Horse racing made the headlines a few days after the Queen’s Coronation when jockey Sir Gordon Richards won the Epsom Derby on 6th June 1953. The fact that he had attempted to win this race twenty-eight times previously, made as many headlines as actually winning it!

The sport of mountaineering captured people’s imaginations when mountaineers Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay achieved the climb of the century; they conquered the summit of the tallest mountain in the world, Mount Everest. (Jeremy, the other youngster to feature in this Volume II, was only too keen to relay to me this great sporting event in detail!) It certainly caught the population’s attention the world over because it was transmitted worldwide on the eve of Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation on 2nd June 1953. 

Another great sporting event of the century that caught everyone’s imagination was the sport of athletics. Roger Bannister broke the four-minute mile record on 6th May 1954. (Once again, Jeremy enthusiastically filled me in on all the details of the race.) These two achievements in sporting history, in the field of mountaineering and in athletics, were indeed, ‘a tonic to the nation’ after what the population had suffered through wartime and what they still had to endure in the austere post-war era.

People also enjoyed themselves on days out. Families went on day trips by train to places like the seaside and the countryside. They longed to get away from it all and leave all their day-to-day problems behind them at home. The seaside was the most popular destination; the 1950s was the golden age of the British seaside resort. Bank holidays were spent with many people heading for the train stations to whisk them off to the nearest seaside resort. There they could forget their troubles and spend a thoroughly enjoyable day in the fresh air, away from the smog-filled inner cities.

People also spent their two weeks’ holiday from work, (although not all workers were entitled to paid holidays), staying at bed and breakfast guest houses, and frequenting camp and caravan sites dotted around the country. These included, of course, the famous Butlins and Pontins family holiday camps. These types of holidays were also very popular during the first half of the 1950s, before foreign travel took off in the late 1950s. Package holidays abroad, however, occurred as early as May 1950, with a charter flight from Gatwick, London, to the French island of Corsica. But only for the very few who could afford it.

People also spent days out attending events to which the public were invited. One such national event was the Festival of Britain. The Festival, which opened on the 3rd of May 1951 and ended on the 30th of September, took place in London on a former bomb site on the South Bank of the River Thames. The Festival offered the British public a good time, providing an escape from the deprivations of the war that continued into the post-war era. According to its organisers, it was a ‘tonic to the nation’ and ‘a pat on the back’ for all that the British people had sacrificed and endured during and after the war. It was also a celebration of Britain’s past and current achievements in science, art, design, and technology. Many of these innovations would feature in the new housing and towns being created in that era.

The Festival of Britain’s many attractions included: modern architecture and sculptures; exhibitions; pleasure gardens; an amusement park; a funfair; a miniature railway; water features; and open-air dancing and firework displays in the evening. The Festival was full of ‘fun’, ‘colour’, and ‘gaiety’, according to its promoters, and everyone that went agreed. An estimated eight and a half million people attended these attractions. Youngsters also visited with their schools or families’.

Another fun event that the British were invited to, was the celebration of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2nd June 1953. It was an international event. Again, it offered the British people a brief respite from what they had to endure in those austere, lean years of controls, rationing, and scarcity of goods. The Ministry of Food even allowed for the distribution of an extra allowance of sugar and margarine so that people could make their own celebration cakes. (Sugar eventually came off rationing in September of that year and margarine in May the following year.) People were really made to feel as if they were part of Britain’s history in the making. 

Many people travelled to London to line the Coronation procession route in a show of patriotism. Many of those people camped overnight to ensure they had a good vantage point to greet the young princess Elizabeth in the Gold State Coach as it passed by on its way to Westminster Abbey, where she would be crowned Queen Elizabeth II. Those that did not travel up to London did not feel that they were missing out on anything because they were able to watch the procession and ceremony broadcast live on television. 

The Coronation was the biggest, major outside event to be televised worldwide, and the first televised broadcast allowed inside Westminster Abbey for the actual service. (The first televised major outside event was the Coronation procession route of the Queen’s late father, King George VI, and the Queen Mother, Queen Elizabeth, televised in May 1937. However, this televised event was on a much smaller scale; television as a medium was still relatively new, with only a small, select audience. Cameras were also not allowed in Westminster Abbey to film the actual Coronation.) 

An estimated two-thirds of the British population watched the Coronation in June 1953. Patriotism was alive and well in the 1950s. Street residents in towns and villages throughout Britain also held street parties on the day, (with their extra baking provisions), and participated in other public events during that spring and summer. (Our street was no different. The youngster, Betsy, ensured that she was invited to our street party, along with every other child in our street.)

* * *
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Behind the scenes and despite the hardships that were still in place, life was gradually improving for the British people. The previous decade, the 1940s, had been a milestone in improving peoples’ lives.

The introduction of the welfare state helped to protect the economic and social well-being of British citizens. The comprehensive state-run welfare reforms introduced in the 1940s had a considerable impact on the lives of the British population, and, of course, on the lives of my characters, in ‘It Takes All Sorts!’ 

The 1942 Beveridge Report was an important document; it provided a blueprint for the modern welfare state. In it, the Report’s author, William Beveridge, a British economist and social reformer, set out the main principles for eradicating what he called the ‘Five Giants’ in our society. These were ‘Want (poverty), disease, ignorance, squalor, and idleness.’ To achieve this goal, the government would provide a system of state-funded and comprehensive social security, by way of social insurance provisions and benefits ‘from the cradle to the grave’. 

The Labour Government executed a range of measures to provide for these provisions and benefits, (which I have outlined in my introduction to Volume I). The National Health Service (NHS), in particular, which provides free health care for all at the point of delivery, regardless of income, would benefit the youngsters’ portrayed in this Volume II. 

Medicines, such as antibiotics, namely penicillin, was now available for free to treat common childhood bacterial infections. Also, routine vaccinations against childhood diseases, such as whooping cough (pertussis), (considered a childhood disease in the 1950s), were provided on the NHS at no extra cost to the parent or carer.

The National Health Service came into force on 5th July 1948, (at midnight on 4th July to be precise). The NHS has survived for over half a century. Although the NHS has been much criticised since its inception, this has mainly been due to its exorbitant cost. However, the importance of the National Health Service for the benefit of the British population cannot be overestimated. It was a startling achievement, due in no small measure, to the efforts of one man, Labour Minster for Health, Aneurin Bevan, considered by many to be the father of the National Health Service. The millions of British citizens who have since benefited from the free medical services provided by the National Health Service owe him a huge debt of gratitude. 

The 1944 Education Act (also referred to as the ‘Butler Act’) led to major reforms in the field of education. The Act was introduced by Education Minister, R.A. (Rab) Butler, in the Conservative-led wartime coalition government; it was implemented by the post-war Labour Government. The Act allowed for free secondary education for all pupils up to the age of fifteen. It also raised the school-leaving age from fourteen to fifteen. 

Since the 1944 Education Act had such an impact on the lives of the youngsters I portray in this Volume II, I give more details regarding this Act here, and in my second character portrayal of Jeremy, who was a grammar school pupil. Schools were streamed according to three types: grammar, technical, and secondary modern, with pupils selected for each school according to their different abilities. In effect, it was a tripartite system. However, since the technical school failed to materialise, it became a bipartite two-tier system. 

The grammar school offered its pupils an academic education with an emphasis on conceptual reasoning, that is, abstract ideas. The secondary modern school, in contrast, offered its pupils an education based on concrete ideas. The grammar school would provide society with skilled professionals, whilst the latter would provide society with, in the main, an unskilled workforce. Pupils who were fortunate enough to pass the eleven-plus examination obtained a state-funded scholarship to the grammar schools. (Grammar (direct-grant) schools that took fee-paying students still existed; however, these were in a minority.) 

Streaming pupils in this way was supposed to offer a fairer system whereby pupils would be taught with those of the same ability regardless of their financial circumstances. The introduction of the state-funded scholarship would enable poorer pupils who were judged to be more academically gifted, based on their performance in the eleven-plus examination, to attend the grammar schools. (The eleven-plus exam is a form of IQ (Intelligence Quotient) test; however, these IQ tests are not infallible!)

The youngster, Richard, whose character portrayal begins in this Volume II, couldn’t wait to leave compulsory education and the newly installed secondary modern school he attended, (nor indeed, could I). It was Jeremy, the youngster whose character portrayal follows Richard’s, who really benefited from the 1944 Education Act. As I stated earlier, grammar schools included state-funded grants for those, like him, who passed the eleven-plus examination, enabling them to attend the prestigious grammar school and achieve a far superior education. Jeremy would therefore be rewarded with a head start in life. 

* * *
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Despite the Labour Government’s achievements in ensuring the economic and social well-being of its citizens from the ‘cradle to the grave’, it was not enough to keep them in power. In spite of the successful reforms introduced in the 1940s, the population here in Britain in the first half of the 1950s, were still generally worse off than other countries that had been affected by the war. This was even the case when compared to the aggressors in the war, Germany. West Germany was experiencing rapid economic growth in the 1950s compared to Britain; the same cannot be said for East Germany, which was well behind West Germany in terms of living standards. The British population had to endure rationing and shortages for a longer period than most other countries. 

Despite the war having ended, Britain was still subjected to a period of economic austerity in the first half of the 1950s. The Labour Government’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir (Richard) Stafford Cripps, introduced these austerity measures in order to allow the British economy to recover from the costly Second World War. Financing the war had left Britain’s economy in tatters, they had borrowed heavily and were now heavily in debt. Britain was greatly indebted to the United States Government. 

Britain had accepted assistance during the war in the form of supplies of military hardware, clothing, and food from the United States Government, (as they had done in the First World War). These vital supplies Britain needed to win the war were provided on loan by the United States under the Lend-Lease programme, on the understanding that they would receive repayment back in kind. Britain also received a substantial grant from Marshall Aid as part of the Marshall Plan, provided by the United States government. However, other loans from the United States had to be paid for. The Labour Government pooled their efforts into paying back these loans. (I describe in more detail these loans in Volume I of my trilogy.) 

In their bid to kick-start the economy and address the balance of payments deficit, the Labour Government concentrated its efforts on an export drive. Manufacturing of British goods was, in the main, reserved for the export market. A case in point is the export of cars: Britain was the world’s largest export supplier of cars in the early 1950s. The domestic market was therefore deprived of such luxuries. 

The British population were reminded of the importance of the government’s reliance on exports, as opposed to imports, with the slogan ‘Export or Die’. The government could not afford to pay for imports, namely food, and raw materials for manufacturing goods; this was one of the reasons for the government’s continuation of the rationing scheme of food and consumer goods. Essential imports were in short supply, hence the emphasis on the need to export in order to pay for vital imports. Such deprivations must have had a demoralising effect on the British people.

Unsurprisingly, the Labour Government only just managed to remain in power by the skin of their teeth following the General Election on 23rd February 1950. The austerity measures that were still in force contributed to the Labour Government’s misfortunes at the ballot box. As did their decision to continue to invest in the maintenance of Britain’s military commitments overseas rather than invest in Britain’s infrastructure and industries at home. It is worth noting that the Labour Government had already committed itself to costly social welfare reforms, such as setting up the
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