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Hell is an intense subject, and there are a lot of misconceptions about what will happen there. If you think that the flames of hell are only literal flames, you will want to read what James Olah has to say about another possible option.

As he develops the topic, he seeks to give a realistic idea that you can envision what existence will be like in this place.
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HELL IS SUCH AN OFFENSIVE TOPIC that many don’t want to talk about it. I’ve had mixed reactions when I told people this was my next project. Each gave their view and opinion, both positive and negative.

As much as people are offended by the thought of hell, many sure don’t have a problem telling people to go there or to color their speech with the word. It makes the response of “Yes/No” more emphatic. That’s a “H” of a good/bad place. They want to deny hell, but they have a hard time getting it out of the vocabulary, and they do recognize that it is a terrible place.

Are you afraid to think about hell, let alone talk about it? What specifically bothers you about it? How would it affect your life if you knew, beyond a reasonable doubt, that hell existed? Would you consider your relationship with God more seriously, or would you say, “That’s interesting,” and then move on unchanged?

If you purposely didn’t take God’s warning of hell seriously and refused to make plans of where you will spend eternity, would it be God’s fault or yours if you ended up there?

Suppose that a category five hurricane was heading to your home. That means the wind velocity is over 157 MPH. The authorities tell you to get to a safe place if you want to remain secure. The police and National Guard come around, making sure people are leaving and assisting those who need help. You decide to stay. Your reason: “I’ve lived here all my life, and I’m not leaving now.” The hurricane comes and is very destructive with the rain, floods, and high winds. There is the total destruction of your house, and you almost drown, but someone saves you. Arriving at a safe shelter, you start complaining that the government didn’t do enough to keep people safe. Was your self-imposed danger the fault or the government or your stubbornness?

There are many biblical warnings about a destructive storm coming, and it’s called hell. You can choose to get out of the way, or you can wager that it is not on the other side of death. If you lose this bet, there’s going to be unpleasant hardships to endure. In the above scenario, people received a warning about the hurricane, and most chose to seek safe shelter. If there was a strong possibility of the reality of hell after death, would you do something to avoid it?

This book describes hell, as revealed in the Bible. It then seeks to go beyond the description of hellfire and expose certain realities that most have not sought to consider or define. It is the purpose of this book to cause you to think about the various possibilities of what the burning torment of hell is.​[1]

Just as a warning of an imminent hurricane is about actual danger, I am not writing this book as a scare tactic but as an eye-opener to genuine danger. It is better to know the truth and reject it than to deny hell based on false perceptions you’ve acquired in life. I trust this will be an eye-opening book that will help you understand this vital topic.

James Olah
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Chapter One: Hell
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My motivation and reason for writing this book

OUR LIFE EXPERIENCES help form us into the person we become. Our experiences can cause us to become cynical and hide from who we are or become positive and mature and become stronger. Let me tell you about some of my life experiences that formed the attitude that motivated me, not just in writing this book, but also the attitude that shaped this book's tone.

After graduating from my ministerial training, I worked as a spray painter in a shop for three years. I was young, and I needed experience in ministry. I volunteered in my wife’s home church as a youth worker under a seasoned pastor's direction. I took the factory job to support my family.

In the second year in the shop, we got a large order and needed a lot of temporary help, so the company hired college students for the summer. They were all friendly, and we talked a lot. There is one person with whom I talked that made a lasting impression on me. I don’t even remember his name. We talked about God, and eventually, the subject came to heaven and hell. Remember, I had finished my theological training at this time, and as many who come out of school, ‘I knew it all’ and wasn’t afraid to talk about it. As we talked about hell, I became passionate and very emphatic about who goes there. His response to that conversation made a lifelong impression on me that I shall never forget.

In concluding my remarks, his response jolted me from my topic to how I communicated with him. “It seems as though you are taking great pleasure that I am going to hell” was the response that dropped me where I stood. Yes, I was winning the argument, I thought, but at what price? I have since discovered that you never win an argument if you lose the person. You may stand firm on truth, but usually, the person only becomes more determined in their position. The result of that conversation is that this man’s response helped me gain a heart of compassion for those who disagree with me. I don’t back down from the truth, but neither do I seek to destroy a person when standing for truth.

Some think it is wrong to say that God condemns people. Notice, however, what Jesus included in His invitation to salvation in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (NIV) He included love, sacrifice, condemnation, and a message of hope and how to secure acceptance with God. If love motivates God when dealing with a person in need of salvation, it certainly needs to motivate me. This verse also reminds me that the consequences of our sins also need to be discussed.

Our motivation in how we speak to others is a choice. My decision affected my discussions about heaven, hell, eternity, and God’s salvation and how I preached about it. I learned to look at people through the eyes of God’s love and concern. I trust you will hear this tone in my book, as well.

The other motivation in writing this book is that I want people to respond to the truth and not be held captive by lies. There are so many lies that people believe about hell. They base the lies to which they cling on half-truths and ignorance. When it comes to God and eternity, don’t fabricate self-serving beliefs to soothe your hearts and minds. We would be foolish not to use a source of objective truth about the unknown as we seek to decide our afterlife.

How do we know there is a hell?

THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY we can know about hell’s reality. The scientific method won’t work on exploring what cannot be seen or experienced. The method by which we can know about this place is through revelation. Someone with knowledge of that realm must reveal that it exists and the kind of lifestyle there. After all, if hell exists, someone created it, and that person is qualified to reveal the truth about it to us. Let me help you understand how revelation works by sharing a true story from my life.

In 1998 I visited Burma and Thailand on a mission trip. We concluded our trip to Thailand for a few days because of business. One afternoon I had time to myself. There were four of us in the group, and we all went our separate ways for a while. I decided to do something that afternoon when I was alone, which caused me to have recurring memories of that trip. There was a visit to a little secluded building, not far from our hotel. There were only two other people present. The person there put their hands on my body, which people don’t normally do. Do you know what I did?

How will you reach a conclusion as to what I did that day? Based on generalizations about where I was or how you might act in that situation, you could speculate about me. You might judge me based on how someone you know acted in a similar situation. Those who know me could base it on what they know about my character.

Even when people speculate, they may think that their reasoning is more accurate than my testimony of the actual happenings. What are some assumptions people might draw as to what I did that afternoon?

Did I go souvenir shopping and buy something very unusual? Did I spend the afternoon at the pool to swim and sit in the hot tub and then get a massage afterward? Was I propositioned? Did I meet with a prostitute? After all, Thailand has a reputation for rampant prostitution.

Do you know what happened? That which happened came to my memory often after I returned home.

The only reliable way to know what happened is to allow me to reveal the actual events of that day. I am the only one knowledgeable enough to reveal the activities of that afternoon. Here is what happened. I went to a tailor, and he was in the second stage of fitting me for a suit. I wore that suit many Sundays when I preached in the months and years to follow. I liked that suit and its fit. I had many suits over the years, but there is nothing like a tailored suit.

I told you that story to get you thinking that there are some accounts we can only learn from the person to whom it happened. This event took place so long ago you cannot investigate my actions. No one there would remember me. It was before video surveillance. To learn what happened, I must give you the specifics.

Now let’s apply the principles we just learned to our understanding of hell. What do you know about hell? People have all kinds of vivid ideas imagining hell. Just ask Dante. But what’s the truth about hell? Have you visited hell? There is no one on earth that we can question who has been there or can answer our questions with experiential knowledge about that place. Hell is not a place we can study and learn about by using the scientific method.

Does an exceptionally brilliant person has added insight into a place that they have neither seen nor experienced? Even intellectuals do not have the upper hand in determining if hell exists or not and what happens there. Great thinkers of this world have no advantage in determining how to understand or escape this place. If a person is loud and aggressive in proclaiming their message about what comes after this life, does her forceful presentation make her right? Even if a person is adamant in his devotion to his claim, does that make him right? Do you see that brilliance, loud talking, or assuredness do not have the upper hand in giving you details about the specifics of hell, how one escapes it, or what happens there? They all have only misguided theories and erroneous suppositions about hell. Incorrect ideas have infiltrated people’s instruction and thoughts because they have no experiential knowledge of hell.

Did you have wrong impressions about what happened to me in Thailand? What was your opinion after I revealed what happened? Some people may question me yet, but only their self-serving, vivid, and ignorant imaginations motivate them. Upon what kind of reasoning have you developed your ideas about hell? Are they based on the ideas of human reasoning or the revelation from the God who created hell? If God created hell, then He wants you to know about its existence as well as the correct exit plans so you can avoid it.

By what authority?

If we want to know what follows this life concerning heaven and hell and how to avoid hell and go to heaven, then we need to gain our knowledge utilizing a direct revelation from the One who exists in the eternal realm of the unseen world. Do you know who created hell? Do you know who created heaven? Do you know who has determined entrance requirements for both? Do you know the One who will pronounce your verdict on judgment day? We need to address such issues if you want to consider the reality of your afterlife honestly. Ensure that the people you are listening to are not just purporting their personal views, based on unfounded ideas or perceptions, but a trusted resource.

For this reason, I will use the Bible as my source of revelation about the truth of an afterlife. There is no other source that has the authority of the Bible. No other holy book offers such complete detail about God, life after death, how to be reconciled with God, how God provides redemption and acceptance. No other book has proved itself as reliable as the Bible. I could spend several chapters telling why I believe the Bible is the Word of God and that it is the only authoritative revelation to man. The purpose of this book is to talk about hell. The authority I am basing this on is the Bible, which claims to be the Word of God. If you are interested in a book that explains this truth more fully, then I would recommend Josh McDowell’s book, “Evidence that Demands a Verdict,” or “Inerrancy” by Norman Geisler. The following article gives a short overview of the teaching about the Bible: https://bible.org/seriespage/1-bibliology-bible 

My purpose in this book is to bring the Bible’s teachings together about hell. There are numerous reasons the Bible comes under attack by various groups. People don’t want to hear God’s view on morality, truth, and what is righteous or submit to God’s revelation about their condition and the consequences for their actions and decisions. Most don’t want to think there is only one way to heaven. When people listen to and accept God’s revelation, it can lead them to a peace accord with God, settling what happens following death. Peace with God now gives you peace about facing the unknown after you die.

We all want to get the best accommodations for our eternal afterlife. Most prefer non-smoking to smoking. It would be wise to focus our attention on getting the truth that gives us a proper understanding of the afterlife. Such understanding comes from revelation, not presumption or scientific research. It would be foolish to base your decisions about the afterlife only on your reasoning or the views of a person who has not experienced the afterlife. The option which seems most logical to me is to listen to God’s revelation as found in the Bible. Neither the future nor the afterlife is a mystery to God. He exists in the realm to which all will go.

Whenever anyone tells you about hell, the first question that should come to your mind needs to be, “By what authority is he/she making this statement?” We can only make proper decisions based on truth. My purpose in this book is to share the truths of hell, as God reveals them in the Bible, in an honest manner so you can make a decision based on God’s revelation rather than the contrived ideas of man.

Some thoughts about hell

THERE IS NOTHING MORE terrifying than the thought of going to hell. Yet we hear people say to those who offend them: “Go to hell.” They condemn people there in such a frivolous way that they no longer take hell seriously. They are willing to condemn a person to hell for all eternity just because they offended or hurt them. How could a decent person condemn another to such a terrible judgment for such a minor offense?

Is hell a real place?

Is hell a real place? Religions don’t agree on the existence of hell or what hell is like, or even its length. Christian Science believes hell is a state of mind. Jehovah's Witness and Seventh Day Adventists say that the unsaved dead experience soul sleep and then judgment and annihilation. Mormons tend to be Universalists in that most will go to heaven. New Age Movement, Unity, and Hinduism all believe in reincarnation, so life continues for an undetermined length of time. The Unitarian Universalist believes there is no hell, so all will be saved. A group called The Way believes in soul sleep in which the dead experience nothing. Islam believes in a place called hell but does not say if it is eternal. Buddhism believes in reincarnation, but they also hold various views on hell. They believe in both a hot and cold hell. Judaism has some teachings on hell, but nothing is defined.

The Bible is specific about the details of hell. That which is most important about this teaching is not just what is said, but the One who gives us substantial teaching on the topic. The One who affirms the teaching on hell created it, administers it, and is the judge that sentences people there. I am talking about Jesus Christ, the second member of the Godhead. Hell is not a product of man’s imagination devised to scare or control people, nor is it the devil’s kingdom, but is a revelation from God that He wants us to know and is a place to fear and avoid at all costs.

Hell is just a scare tactic

I ATTENDED MY BROTHER’S church in California, and the pastor talked about the gospel as preached in the book of Acts by both Peter and Paul. He spoke about how Peter and Paul used God’s judgment in the proclamation of the gospel. The Bible speaks of the presentation of the gospel in various ways. Jesus spoke with Nicodemus about being born again, basing His teaching on both the love and judgment of God. (John 3:3, 16-18) When he talked with the woman at the well, He talked about living water and how salvation would quench the soul's thirsting.

In Acts 10, Peter is talking with Cornelius about salvation. Notice the emphasis on judgment in his gospel message. "He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that this is he who is appointed by God as the Judge of the living and the dead." (10:42) When Peter speaks of the living and the dead, he refers to all humanity; none will be exempt. There will be a judgment time, as described in Revelation 20:11-15. It is essential to know that Jesus will judge our lives, and nothing will be hidden from Him. “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,” Hebrews 9:27 - NIV. God says we are to live with the expectation that he will evaluate our lives. God, the Father, appoints Jesus to be the judge of humanity.

"The times of ignorance, therefore, God overlooked. But now he commands that all people everywhere should repent because he has appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he has ordained; of which he has given assurance to all men, in that he has raised Him from the dead." Acts 17:30-31 (emphasis added). This time, Paul is preaching to Athens' citizens, and as he shares the gospel, he reminds them that man will face judgment day when Jesus Christ will examine each life honestly and fairly. On judgment day, those without a Savior are found wanting because their unforgiven sins will receive eternal condemnation.

As I begin this book, the truths in these passages remind me that talking about the judgment of those not reconciled to God is proper. It is truthful, and therefore right to warn of the coming judgment and the condemnation of hell for all who reject the finished work of Christ in His provision of salvation. The truth is that there is an aspect of God that should be feared. The writer of Hebrews addresses this issue: "but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which will devour the adversaries. How much worse punishment, do you think, will he be judged worthy of, who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and has counted the blood of the covenant with which he was sanctified an unholy thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, "Vengeance belongs to me," says the Lord, "I will repay." Again, "The Lord will judge his people." It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." Hebrews 10:27; 29-31. The phrase "who has trodden underfoot the Son of God" refers to those who have rejected the work of salvation provided by Jesus Christ on the cross. They treated God's salvation no better than garbage, and as a result, refused reconciliation with God.

This passage declares that God wants you to consider the judgment you will face when you die seriously. When we don't take His judgment seriously, we tend to live any way we want. When we know there is “hell to pay,” this can be an appropriate force to change our thinking or make us sit up and take notice of the direction of our life.

The reason I address this issue of judgment is that so many people say, “You Christians are only trying to scare people into heaven by making them afraid of hell.” Many say that proclaiming hell is only a scare tactic Christians use. Don’t you think that the reality of hell ought to scare us? Torment for eternity should make us afraid. Most people reject hell, not because they don't believe there is a hell, but because they are afraid of it. To acknowledge it means they should deal with it.

As I write this book, as I mentioned earlier, my concern is that if a person is going to reject hell, they ought to reject the truth rather than the lies used to describe or negate hell. If you are rejecting hell, what is the basis you use for denying it? Upon what truth, evidence, or revelation do you base your conclusion? Our basis for boldly declaring hell’s reality comes from the One who is the judge of all humanity, as well as the creator of both heaven and hell.

Preparations for reading this book

WHY SHOULD YOU READ this book? First of all, it addresses a solemn topic that most are afraid to consider. It gives truths about hell without sensationalism. When you hear truthful facts, then you can consider what you believe about a particular belief correctly. Most people deny hell or don’t take it seriously because deep down, they do believe there is such a place, and they don’t want to end up there.

In this book, I start off addressing some of the significant teachings of the Bible about hell. For some, it is a rehash of the Bible’s teaching, but for others, it will be your first time hearing these truths discussed rationally. If you have not heard these truths, or haven’t spent time investigating the teaching about hell, then this book will help you see these more clearly in the first half. The second half of the book addresses biblical teachings about hell from a different perspective. Here we will look at truths that we don’t typically associate with the teachings of hell and notice that they become the very backbone of what, I believe, describes hell in a more detailed manner. I think some of these apparent torments of hell, described in the scriptures, have long been overlooked and need to be considered. I will wait until the end to share these with you. I hope these new insights will help you gain a more realistic understanding of this place of torment.

The secular world has minimized the teachings about hell, and too many have contrived their own ideas of hell as a basis for rejecting it. What are these ideas that make people think hell is not such a terrible place? Some say: “All my friends will be there, and we will party.” “I can't stand Christians, so at least I'll be away from them.” “If God could send people to hell or allow children to suffer, I don’t want to be in His heaven.” One day there will be an end to this world and all life on it. Every description Jesus gives of hell indicates that it is a place we should avoid at all costs.

Take God seriously on this topic, especially as we understand His nature, for you see, He is the God of truth. In John 14:6, Jesus said, "I am the truth." 1 John 1:5 declares that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. Light is an expression of being sinless and walking in the truth. John 16:13 reveals: "...when he, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth." If you want to know the truth, then ask the God of truth to open your eyes to the truth and give you the courage to accept what He has revealed in His word. Ask Him to release you from the lies that you have used to hide from your responsibility to prepare for what comes after death.

Why this topic is hard

Many find such topics hard to consider. They pull away from the thorny issues of life or are afraid to see themselves as they are. Jesus presents a specific reason why some find it challenging to study this topic. It’s not that the topic of hell is complicated to understand; the problem is that it is straightforward, and they don’t want to comprehend it. People just don’t want to think they are headed there after death. For some reason, they think ignorance, avoiding the truth, or denying God releases them from their responsibility, which comforts them enough to do what they want in life. What is there in our being that refuses to consider hell? Listen to what Jesus says on this topic.


“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.” John 3:19-21 - NIV


Dealing with the reality of hell means we have to be willing to come face to face with the dark side of our human nature, and we don’t like what is there. When a woman discovers she has cancer, she then has a choice: ignore it or deal with it. Get proper
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