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Introduction

School started out like any other day. The students were sitting in their homeroom waiting for the announcements of the day. Among the students sat four best friends who love to solve mysteries that occur at the school. This has taken them on some interesting adventures during the school day.

In the small town of Tibbett, Ohio, there stood an ordinary School called United Middle School with rolling hills and lush, growing plants surrounding it. The school used for students during the day, but at night and on weekends, it housed community activities. The building was the color of fire-red, with tall glass windows and rows lined with lockers.

A typical day at United Middle School started with a loud bell telling students to go to their homerooms. Laughter and talking happened as students made their way to their classes. Friends were glad to be together, and teachers were sharing what was happening in their classes that day.

The four friends looked forward to each day. Each day brought another adventure for them to investigate. Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max lived right down the street from the school. In fact, their parents were neighbors. The four students were best friends and formed a close-knit group that loved to solve mysteries that happened around the school during the day and play together in the evening before it was time to go to bed. Because of their love of problem-solving, they earned the reputation as the school’s very own mystery solvers, known as the Young Investigators.
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JAKE IS THE NATURAL leader of the group. He has a keen sense of justice and the ability to listen and collaborate with others. He is the glue that holds the group together. Jake is tall for his age, with a big mop of brown hair on top of his head, and he smiles a lot. He’s always the first to jump into action whenever he sees something out of place. But his leadership was never about being in charge; instead, he liked to have input from every member of his group, and his friends were helpful in that aspect. His friends knew they were better together than if they struck out on their own.

Emily is a cautious and analytical person. She was always right by Jake’s side, helping him solve every single case. She has a knack for noticing details that others miss. Her cautious nature comes from a desire to be precise in all she does, and she is very thorough in her investigations. Emily’s dark eyes seem to see right through situations that others overlook. She can look at a puzzle and solve it right away, and she is also able to dissect information. Despite her tendency to be methodical, she embraces the group’s adventures, although it causes her to step out of her comfort zone.

Amy is an imaginative dreamer and the very heart of the group. She sees the world through a lens of wonder, often envisioning things that aren’t there and making the most mundane things come alive. Amy’s vivid imagination and creativity often lead to solutions in their mysteries. She has auburn hair, always adorned with a colorful clip or ribbon that bounces as she walks through the halls, letting everyone know she’s there. She can get lost in her thoughts as she goes about her day. Amy’s curiosity is boundless; she believes there is a mystery around every corner of the school, just waiting for her and her gang to solve.

Max is the skeptical one in the group. He’s practical and grounded, often questioning everything someone presents as a mystery. Max balances the team’s dynamics with his quiet strength, sturdy build, and calm demeanor. Although he’s skeptical at first, Max learns to trust the bond with his friends, relying on their support and guidance when they don’t know what’s happening around them.
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✔ MIA TORRES – THE fearless one. Always up for a challenge, she thrives on excitement and probably would chase an actual burglar just to see where they’re going. Has a talent for thinking outside the box—sometimes way, way outside the box.

✔ Chip Bennett – The wildcard 2.0. Chip loves chaos, solving puzzles, and eating snacks mid-investigation. If there’s a mystery, he’s in it for the fun, not necessarily for the logic.

The six of them together? They were unstoppable if you counted the mishaps as help.

From missing lockers to phantom school bells, from slimy gym floors to band uniform disasters, no case was too weird for them to solve.

And The United Middle School?

It was about to get a lot more interesting.
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Chapter 1: The Case of the Missing Museum Masterpieces
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Field Trip Frenzy

Jake pressed his forehead against the bus window and groaned.

“This was supposed to be a fun field trip,” he said. “Art, history, maybe a cool cafeteria with giant cookies. You know. Normal stuff.”

Instead, it was chaos.

The Greenfield Museum of Art loomed ahead, big and fancy and way too quiet for a bus full of United Middle Schoolers barreling toward it.

Inside the bus, Mia was singing something about "ancient paintings coming to life," and Chip had turned his backpack into a "time traveler survival kit," which mostly included a flashlight, three melted candy bars, and a rubber chicken.

"We're gonna discover buried treasure!" Chip announced, pointing dramatically out the window.

"We're visiting a museum," Max muttered from behind his book. "Not a pirate ship."

"Same thing!" Chip grinned. "Hidden secrets! Ancient traps! Ghost pirates!"

Rusty, Principal Thompson’s golden retriever who had come along as the official “Field Trip Morale Officer,” barked once, like he agreed with Chip.

Emily looked worried. "Technically, museums do have artifacts," she said. "Maybe Chip will accidentally set off an alarm system again."

"One time!" Chip shouted, holding up a single finger. "That happened one time!"

Mia giggled. "It was two times."

Jake leaned back in his seat and shook his head. The Young Investigators, Jake, Max, Emily, and Amy, had solved a lot of strange mysteries around United Middle School. But surviving a field trip with Chip and Mia? That might be their biggest challenge yet.

Mrs. Pease stood at the front of the bus, trying to organize the permission slips for the thirty-ninth time.

"Everyone stay together when we get off the bus!" she shouted. "And remember, the buddy system!"

Principal Thompson adjusted his baseball cap and gave everyone a thumbs up. "Let's make this the best museum trip ever!"

Jake gave Max a look.

Max gave Jake a look.

They both sighed.

Best museum trip ever? With Chip and Mia?

Yeah, right.
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THE SECOND THEY WALKED through the museum doors, everything went wrong.

First, Mia tried to "rescue" a statue she thought was trapped in a glass case. (It was not trapped. It was, in fact, art.)

Then, Chip loudly claimed he found a "secret message" written on the floor, it was just the EXIT sign reflected in a puddle.

Meanwhile, Jake, Emily, Max, and Amy tried to focus on the actual tour.

"This is the famous painting The Lady with the Green Feather," the tour guide explained, pointing at a portrait of a serious-looking woman with a giant green plume sticking out of her fancy hat.

"Legend says," the guide continued, lowering his voice dramatically, "that this painting is the pride of the entire museum."

Emily scribbled notes in her small blue notebook. "Lady. Green feather. Important. Don't touch."

Amy leaned in and whispered, "I bet that thing’s worth a fortune."

Jake nodded. He was about to ask a question when Chip poked him in the side.

"Pssst," Chip whispered loudly. "What if the feather is a clue to a secret passage?"

"It's a hat," Jake hissed. "It’s not a treasure map."

Chip winked. "That's what they want you to think."

Mia took out a magnifying glass and started inspecting random things on the wall.

Max groaned and buried his face in his hands.

"Why are they like this?" Max muttered.

Before Jake could answer, the museum lights flickered.

The entire group gasped.

And then —

BEEP BEEP BEEP BEEP!

An alarm blared through the museum.

The lights turned red.

Rusty started barking like crazy.

Jake spun around and froze.

The Lady with the Green Feather...

was GONE.

Only an empty frame was left hanging on the wall, swinging slightly like someone had just ripped the painting down seconds ago.

Mia gasped so loud it sounded like a balloon deflating.

Mrs. Pease dropped all her permission slips.

Principal Thompson's baseball cap fell off.

The tour guide fainted onto a velvet bench.

Jake turned to Emily, Max, and Amy.

"We have a problem," he said.

Emily was already flipping open her notebook to a fresh page.

Max scanned the room like a human security camera.

Amy giggled, cracked her knuckles , and said, "Here we go again."

Jake took a deep breath. "Young Investigators, assemble."

And right behind them, Chip and Mia high-fived each other.

"This is gonna be awesome," Chip said.

Jake wasn’t sure if it would be awesome.

But it was definitely going to be interesting.
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