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Romans Chapter 12: 

2 and be not conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, for your proving what [is] the will of God—the good, and acceptable, and perfect.
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A Note to the Reader

I did not set out to write a book about a cloth.

I set out to follow the evidence where it led — through the science, through the history, through the ancient languages of men who saw what they saw and wrote it down as faithfully as they could. What I found, at the end of that following, was not a relic. It was a threshold.

The cloth in Turin has been called a shroud for centuries. A shroud is a cloth of death. But I want to suggest, from the first page, that this name has always been insufficient — that what the cloth actually records is not death but the moment of passage through it. It is not a burial cloth. It is the evidence left at the only door in history that was ever opened from the inside.

The man who went in came out changed beyond what death could hold. The cloth retained the impression of that change. What it shows us, if we are willing to follow it through every dimension it opens — from the flat linen to the sphere it encodes, from the shadow to the face — is not a corpse. It is a man becoming what God always intended him to be.

That is transformation. That is what this book is about.

This is not the final word on the cloth. It is the first river. Three others flow from the same source. This one — the invitation, the threshold, the face — belongs to Easter.

The Cloth of Transformation

Trans – forma – tion [the bringing up of an appearance/form on the other side free from sin; perfect]

[Another of the great mysteries of the world concerns the authenticity of what is known as the Shroud of Turin considered by many to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ. The word “shroud” does not appear in any part of the text in the Bible. Much testing and applied science has neither proved nor disproved the genuineness of the tradition and as with any artifact there is something that it has to say. The challenge is to reveal the purpose of this legacy. It appears to be one of teaching and the call to repentance and transformation. But the cloth’s image also reminds us of man’s sub-animalistic willingness to torment and provoke murder upon another human being. Until His transformation Jesus was on Earth as an example to be seen merely as a human with special gifts, and a servant of God. The authenticity of this shroud can be questioned until theend of time, age during, everlasting, but its proof lies in the testimony of the life of Jesus, then in the witness of what this bandage over the many wounds of man’s transgressions represents for all to see. If accepted as truth’s witness it provides us with a way to set free our minds and transform our thoughts and actions as expected of us. In the acceptance of God’s Word, and by repentance He will happily receive us. To this purpose His wisdom in offering scripture is set forth. The cloth of transformation is the doorway to belief. That it exists and remains preserved over the millennia allows it as a powerful message from God and as such a gift from Christ himself, that believers may cherish its expression of truth and divine expectation.]

[image: A painting of a person lying on a bed

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

The Burial of Jesus ca. 1195 French, From the Ingeborg Psalter  Musée Condé Chantilly, France

[Even with the cloth of death, life persists – we are given cause to continue to think of Jesus and of our own demise. Together we are forced to consider an end time. Only some unlocking of mystery not well understood, such as that presented by the burial cloth of Jesus, popularly known as the Shroud of Turin, by revelation can provide for a form of final resolution and godly judgement. In the Bible in the terms of the Apocalyptic finality and continuance are laid forth as food for thought but also more importantly for clarity and revelation regarding things seen but as disclosed in:

2 Corinthians Chapter 4: 

18 we not looking to the things seen, but to the things not seen; for the things seen [are] temporary, but the things not seen [are] age-during.

In the Museo della Sindone in Turin, Italy, lies a linen cloth bearing remarkable markings—commonly known as the Shroud of Turin. It has undergone extensive examination through both scientific study and historical analysis, yet neither has provided definitive satisfaction for those seeking conclusive evidence that the markings represent the crucified body of Jesus Christ.

A shroud suggests something hidden beneath—a cloth covering what lies in death. Yet the term "shroud" proves insufficient, reflecting only death's shadow. Here exists an element of protection, of preservation. A mystical truth reveals itself. The cloth in Turin transcends mere covering; it becomes an envelope for the greatest of all messages. For a millennium it has remained silent, yet the body of Christ cannot be contained. His human mission is complete.

If we perceive our destiny only through the lens of death as we pass through time, the future dissolves into memory. Destiny becomes mere conversation. Beneath the shroud of heaven lies the possibility of negating death forever. As the earth turns and the sun awakens us daily, we are given the opportunity to cast aside our faults to their own demise. The entire universe undergoes change that lies openly before us to witness. We are participants granted free choice: to accept the natural rhythm of our surroundings or deny the truth of our involvement—and die.

Man is given every means to preserve his life eternally, yet death seeks to capture his spirit. This need not be so. The command for eternal life rests in repentance. The purpose of the shroud is to provoke thought, addressing the moment of creation, completing the circle offered in Genesis. Past and future are one—mindfully inseparable but for the delusion wrought by blindness in interpretation, even thatof life itself. All the acts of Christ are woven into the fibers of this great cloth. Witnessed together, they speak of the necessity for transformation—unless they too suffer lasting demise by being buried within a tomb of forgetfulness carved in the rock of willful denial.

The shroud—or rather, cloth of transformation—allows us to see a life lost, a human death. But death proved transitory. Christ was not found; only an image absorbed into the cloth remained. Yet it is known that Jesus did rise on the third day and his tomb was empty.

Mark Chapter 9:

31for he was teaching his disciples, and he said to them, `The Son of Man is being delivered to the hands of men, and they shall kill him, and having been killed the third day he shall rise,'

Matthew Chapter 4:

13and having left Nazareth, having come, he dwelt at Capernaum that is by the sea, in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtalim,

14that it might be fulfilled that was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying,

15`Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations!—

16the people that is sitting in darkness saw a great light, and to those sitting in a region and shadow of death—light arose to them.'

17From that time began Jesus to proclaim and to say, `Reform ye, for come nigh hath the reign of the heavens.'

[Reform] from Greek - Metanoia -meta [beyond]and noia [mind]- transformation. This sense of reform, metanoia, is a command to change or improve one’s mind beyond apparent concept and form. Faith occupies that gap between the mind and what could be and is the key to the kingdom.

Isaiah says, “The Lord degraded the land of Zebulun of Naphtali” (Is 9: 1,2). The region of Zebulun and Naphtali were the two Northern most regions of Israel. Isaiah was referring to the Assyrian invasion of Israel, the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC. Zebulun and Naphtali were the first regions to be destroyed.

William Canby to Thomas Jefferson 

Wilmington, 8th month 29th, 1813. 

...and it occurred to me, in order thereto, that we should become Christians, for he that hath not the spirit of Christ is none of His and this knowledge and belief are, I think, strongly insisted on by divers of the Apostles, who had personally seen and ,were eye-witnesses to his majesty, ...

Reply by Thomas Jefferson: 

"Sir! 

I have duly received your favor of August 29th, and am sensible of the kind intentions from which it flows, and truly thankful for them; the more so, as they could only be the result of a favorable estimate of my public course, as much devoted to study as a faithful transaction of the trust committed to me would permit.  

"No subject has occupied more of my consideration, than our relations with all the beings around us, our duties to them and our future prospects.  

"After hearing all which can probably be suggested concerning them, I have formed the best judgement I could, as to the course they prescribe, and in the due observance of that course, I have no reflections which give me uneasiness.  " An eloquent preacher of your re1igious society, Richard Mott, in a discourse of much unction and pathos, is said to have exclaimed aloud to his congregation that " he did not believe there was a Quaker, Presbyterian, Methodist or Baptist in Heaven."  

"Having paused to give his congregation time to stare and wonder, he added " in Heaven God knows no distinction, but considers all good men as his children and brethren of the same family."  

" I believe with the Quaker preacher, that he, who observes  those moral precepts in which all religions concur, will never be  questioned at the gates of Heaven, as to the dogmas in which  all differ ; that on entering there, all these are left behind, and  that the Aristides and Catos, the Penns and Tillotsons, Presbyterians and Papists will find themselves united in all the principles which are in concert with the Supreme Mind.  

" Of all the systems of morality, ancient or modern, which have come under my observation, none appears so pure as that of Jesus. 

" He who follows this steadily need not, I think, be uneasy,  

although he cannot comprehend the subtilties and mysteries erected on the doctrines of Jesus by those who, calling themselves his special followers and favorites, would make him come into the world to lay snares for all understandings but theirs. "  Their metaphysical heads, usurping the judgment seat of God, denounce as his enemies all who cannot perceive the logic of Euclid, in the demonstrations of St. Athanasius that three are one, and one, three. 

“In all essential points you and I are of the same religion, and I am too old to go into the unessentials.  

"Repeating, therefore, my thankfulness for the kind concern you have been so good as to express, I salute you with friendship and brotherly love. (Signed) Thomas Jefferson."  Monticello, Sept. 18th, 1818. 

[One of the world’s great mysteries, yet unsolved, is the correlation between those curious events which led to Christ’s ominous journey to the cross. The foot path is long and arduous. That pathway is described here as found in the Bible. The ultimate sacrifice and death of Jesus Christ was to be consecrated as part of God’s mission for him. It is given to employ and be rendered in the execution of that holy phenomenon of crucifixion. Jesus, the man, was stressed to his very limit. He capitulated only to the father. May the son prove his worthiness to Him  and so it was done. We saw his last breath and celebrated his first new one. We are left to consider the wondrous judgement measured by the deeds and feats rendered by any man at the sunset of his opportunity for repentance.]

The Bible texts following are from the 1898 Young's Literal Translation by Robert Young who also compiled Young's Analytical Concordance.

Throughout are images of paintings illustrating works by old masters generally done in the period of the discovery in the medieval era of the shroud of Turin in France. They generally depict specific events leading up to and including the crucifixion itself. Powerfully, they offer a pictorial reference to corresponding biblical text. 

The Shroud of Turin appeared in Lirey, Francein 1354, likely acquired by the Crusader Geoffroi de Charny, a French knight. 
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Geoffroi de Charny ca. 1352

(ca. 1306 - d. 19 September 1356)

from Demandes de la Chevalerie'

Painted by Jean de Noir

Biblioteca Nacional de Espana

The belief in the existence of authentic images of Christ is connected with the old legend of King Abgar of Edessa and the apocryphal writing known as the Mors Pilati ("the Death of Pilate"). 

To distinguish at Rome the oldest and best known of these images it was called the vera icon (true image), which in the common tongue soon became "Veronica," also “Mandylion”
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The Mandylion, was a face cloth honoring Ste. Veronica.

Mandylion [Byzantine Greek 'small cloth' or 'towel'] is now in the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris

It remained under Imperial protection until the Crusaders sacked Constantinople in 1204 and carried off many of its treasures to Western Europe. 

The earliest known reference to the Image of Edessa dates to the 4th century, when it described by Eusebius as a gift to the 1st-century  King Abgar V “the Black” of Edessa.

Abgar V is said to be one of the first Christian kings, having been converted to the faith by Thaddeus of Edessa, one of the seventy disciples. 

The church historian Eusebius recorded that the Edessan archives contained a copy of a correspondence exchanged between Abgar of Edessa and Jesus. The correspondence consisted of Abgar's letter and the answer dictated by Jesus. On 15 August 944, the Church of St. Mary of Blachernae in Constantinople received the letter and the Mandylion. Both relics were then moved to the Church of
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