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EVERY home has an object or animal that is the special pride of it. It may be a pet that every family member deeply adores, it could be an old car that cannot be sold for one reason or another or even a tree or a garden that has special memories for the family. And so everyone wants it retained. At home, that special thing is the mini. It has been in the family for as long as I can remember and we all adore it. Dad proudly claims that though it has seen better days, he would not exchange it for any prize. Or for any other car, old or new. The car brought me home from that Jericho maternity when I arrived into this world, mum says. I also witnessed it do the same for Madeleine. That is my little sister.  

That pride of the family at Grandpop’s home was Goliath. Goliath was a ram, which Grandpop bought many years ago, according to the family legend. Grandpop had named him after some American fable...about Dan’l Webster and the devil or something like that...which seemed to fascinate him greatly. He claimed to have read the story during his student days. It never seems to dawn on anyone in the family how the name came about. And of course Grandpop’s memory gets foggier day after day. It can no longer be relied upon, it being especially difficult to separate what is inside his head from what is outside, itself a result of his fruitful fancy. I often feel he is putting on airs.

Initially, Goliath had been intended for the family Christmas grill and soup. Grandpop throws some kind of party every Christmas for the entire family – what he is used to calling ‘his clan’. It sometimes makes sense seeing that he calls himself the last Matata ancestor. You should see him sitting contentedly at the head table on such occasions and educating his grandsons the proper ancestry of the Matata clan – which, of course, begins with him; he claims to be the oldest living ancestor. The party does miracles for the family, I totally agree. It is often good to see all my uncles and aunts in their true colours. Most of us, especially those running away from the noisy city, will thoroughly enjoy both the festivities and the idyllic life of the Christmas season in the countryside. The festivities go on for days and us city dwellers often go back to the city in the new year. Or so it used to be before I started living with my grandparents. And Goliath of course.

So that party I spoke of has been happening every Christmas for as long as I can remember.  Unless, of course, if Christmas comes when Grandpop has lost his head. A goat, or a ram, of course, is usually the central part of the festivities. A kind of family tradition or ritual, I hear, descended from the culture of our fore fathers. Something happened to stop this, that is, Goliath becoming the central part of anybody’s soup. If my memory of the legend serves me right, the party got put off or something like that. But if you ask me, the strange spirit of Goliath simply took over and something else had to give up its life in place of Goliath and he got to carry the day. Something keeps me thinking Goliath is the opposite of Abraham’s ram. When Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac remember? I keep thinking that the ram offered to Abraham never died! It appeared at Grandpop’s farm in a new name! 

The following Christmas after Goliath evaded the knife, something else happened to save him a second time. Don’t ask me what. By the time the third year came, Grammy had become so fond of Goliath that she could not bear to see him face the knife. So he was saved again. At least that is how the story goes. But if you ask for my side of the story, Goliath has a way of stopping his own misfortune every time the end of his days seems nigh. There is a dark spirit in him that reads Grandpop’s family very well. Every time the thought of making soup out of Goliath enters their heads, his spirit takes over turning their minds topsy-turvy to making them throw in the towel. Grandpop now argues that he is saving Goliath for that special Christmas when ALL his descendants will gather – which is a cock and bull story. Apart from the fact that it is not likely to happen, I think what Grandpop doesn’t want to admit is that he has given up about the animal and it is the evil spirit in Goliath that controls how his foggy mind sees things. It is probably this evil spirit that turns Grandpop into a Mr. Hyde every now and then especially when Christmas is around the corner – I’ll tell you that particular story another day. What I am simply trying to get through to you is that Goliath is not an ordinary animal; he is no run off the mill farmyard beast.

You see, Goliath is an enormous ram who weighs nearly a hundred kilograms. You may think I am lying through the teeth or talking through the hat but I tell you it is true. And that is judging purely from his size. He could weigh a lot more. He is as large as a buffalo. He spends his days in a special pen erected next to Grammy’s kitchen. I imagine he even had a hand in his pen being put up where it is! Think of it yourself. How does a ram about to become a family’s food get to be housed in the most comfortable part of Grandpop’s compound? Next to the ever-warm Grammy’s kitchen? It is a little obvious, isn’t it? He
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