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Introduction

Welcome to the
Step by Step through End Time Events: Study Guide! This
small group curriculum was developed to answer the often confusing
questions regarding what the Bible teaches will take place next in
the future. For example, when will the Rapture take place? What
occurs during the Tribulation Period? When will the Antichrist
appear? These and many more common prophecy questions will be
addressed and answered in this series.

The three sessions in this series are designed
to help simplify the important biblical prophecies still to come.
Specific attention is given to:

The imminent Rapture of believers to be with Christ
for eternity,

The nations that will align against Israel in the
last days according to Ezekiel 38 and other biblical
prophecies,

The future global government and one-world leader
called the Antichrist who will promise peace during the Tribulation
period, and

The future Jewish temple that will stand in
Jerusalem, along with the numerous preparations already in place
today.

We think you will be amazed at how many of these
events are approaching fulfillment in our world today and how clear
Scripture is on what we see taking place in today’s events.

In three sessions we cannot cover every detail
of these events, but we can provide tremendous insights for
understanding the relationship between today’s events and biblical
prophecy in a fresh, new way. Rather than being confused by
biblical prophecy, you will have a greater appreciation of God’s
ongoing plan as we look forward to eternity with Christ. 

We look forward to how this study will help you
both better understand your own Christian faith and how it will
help you in sharing your faith with others. Through it, we hope you
will be better able to contend for the faith (Jude 3) as well as to
show Christ’s love to those in need.

This study guide was created to
use with our videos available as M4Vs or DVDs at:

https://www.jashow.org/resources/step-by-step-through-end-time-events.html.
We have also included the links to our transcripts for each of the
programs on our site.

For Your Group

The Step by Step through End Time
Events: Study Guide is uniquely designed to help provide an
opportunity to hear from top experts and insights from world
leaders on Bible prophecy as it relates to today’s current issues.
We encourage group discussion, with groups of no more than twelve
in size, or to divide larger classes into smaller groups for a
portion of each study to discuss questions.

Group leaders (or table leaders in larger
groups) are responsible to direct each meeting, prepare for each
session’s study time, build relationships with group members, and
seek to involve each person in a meaningful manner. Through this
personalized combination of quality teaching and interactive
discussion, we have designed each session to provide an educational
and life-changing experience for each person involved. 

How to Use This
Guide
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At the start of each session is a brief summary
of the session along with a couple of opening questions related to
the topic. Each group will want to discuss this material together
before watching the DVD. This “Interact” section is written to
prompt discussion, surfacing the difficult questions the DVD will
later answer. Each person should feel free to share their
perspective on this segment as time allows, providing a variety of
viewpoints before watching the teaching material.
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Next, each session includes watching a video
segment of approximately 20 minutes in length. The DVD should be
prepared and cued ahead of time to maximize the group’s time
together. 

[HINT: If meeting in a public venue or are
simply meeting in location that requires you to be mobile, you can
cue the DVD using a laptop computer, a portable DVD player, or even
purchase the downloadable version of the series for your computer
or mobile device.] 

Though you are encouraged to comment during the
episode itself, it is important to watch the video in full
as a group since this teaching will be the basis of your group’s
discussion (or read the transcripts on your own).

Encourage participants to take notes either in
this guide or their own notebooks to help better recall material to
discuss later. Please note that the questions to follow will
include some questions that encourage people to share an opinion
while other questions ask for a specific answer. Group leaders will
need to guide the group to biblical answers when required. “Leader
Resources” are included in the back of this study guide to help
with these questions, often including quotes from the video used in
the session.
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Following the video segment, leaders can begin
by asking what parts stood out the most to viewers. As people share
their feedback, a transition can be made to the study questions
provided in this guide. When Scripture references are included, ask
a group participant to look up the verses and read them for the
group. These questions, along with reflections on God’s Word, can
provide a powerful time of learning during this segment
together.
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Faith without action is useless according to the
Bible. As a result, each session includes an “Apply” section
immediately following the time of learning. Participants will be
challenged to choose at least one way to act upon the material
discussed, offering several opportunities for life change among
those in the group. From session to session, group leaders can ask
how participants have applied their learning and foster a growing
environment that both equips believers and encourages others.
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Each session also ends with a brief segment of
additional material that includes quotes from the video and notes
factual information not discussed in the rest of the group
discussion. This material can be discussed if additional time
remains during group time, as a homework exercise, or to highlight
during a related portion of the study by the group leader.

Additional Resources

At the end of this study guide, we have provided
several additional resources related to this series. This study
guide is only a small portion of the numerous books, DVDs,
transcripts, articles, internet, and audio resources available on
this topic.

A WORD TO DISCUSSION LEADERS

We realize that many study guides leave leaders
with either too little assistance or far too much material to
adequately use in a discussion group. To assist you as a group
leader, we have provided a short “Leader Resources” section at the
end of this study guide. It answers some of the factual questions
mentioned in each session in a concise manner that can be quickly
referred to during a discussion and used for your preparation.

However, for those desiring additional material,
we encourage leaders to visit the prophecy section of our website
at JAshow.org. If you do not find
the answers you are seeking, you can even email us at mailto:jasnews@johnankerberg.org
and just ask. We’ll be glad to help.

THE MAIN THING

When studying aspects of Bible prophecy and
world events, it is sometimes easy to forget that God has revealed
this information to us to encourage holy living and outreach in our
daily lives now. We are not to live in fear but with hope. The
ultimate goal is not only to understand God’s Word; the goal is to
mature in Christian faith and share it with others.

Jesus provided the perfect example in his own
incarnation. He left heaven to live among sinners, giving his life
on behalf of our sins. As you study Step by Step
through End Time Events, we encourage you to continually focus
on maturing in this quality of love and to seek opportunities to
show Christ-like compassion to those around you, whether it is your
neighbor next door or those around the world.

WHY STUDY BIBLE PROPHECY?

The Bible gives at least five important reasons
for the study of Bible prophecy:

1. It is Profitable: Prophecy comprises at
least 25% of scripture (2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16).

2. It is Proven: There are over 1,000
prophecies in the Bible. Of those, 500 have been fulfilled. The
fulfillment of the other 500 is just as sure as those that have
already come to pass (2 Peter 1:19).

3. It is Practical: Prophecy is just as
practical as discerning the daily weather (Matthew 16:2-4).

4. It is Purifying: Knowing that Christ can
return at any moment makes every moment count (1 John 3:2-3).

5. It is Promised: There will be an eternal
reward for students of prophecy (2 Timothy 4:8, Revelation
1:3).

Since you will be making decisions today that
will affect tomorrow, you must know today what will happen
tomorrow.

Everyone has a Worldview, the way we see and
understand the events in our world today. Therefore, we must have a
prophetic-biblical worldview to understand why our world is acting
as it is today. Since One-Fourth of the Bible is prophecy, we must
know how to study and understand prophecy. 

SURPRISING FACTS CONCERNING BIBLE PROPHECY

…Approximately 27% of the entire Bible contains
prophetic material.  Half of that has already come true. Half
remains to be fulfilled.

…Of the Old Testament’s 23,210 verses, 6,641 contain
prophetic material, or 28.5%.

…Of the New Testament’s 7,914 verses, 1,711 contain
prophetic material or 21.5%.

…Of the Bible’s 31,124 verses, 8,352 contain
prophetic material, or 27% of the whole Bible.

…1,800 verses deal with the Second Coming of
Christ.

…In the New Testament, 318 verses deal with the
Second Coming of Christ.

…Every 25th Bible verse in the New Testament refers
to the Second Coming.

George Sweeting, Today in the Word (Chicago, IL:
Moody Publishing, 1989), p. 40. Cited at
http://www.bible.org/illus.asp?topic_id=1190.

PROPHETIC MATERIAL IN THE BIBLE

Old Testament

Number of Predictive Verses—6,641

Total Verses—23,210

% of Predictive Verses—28.5

New Testament

Number of Predictive Verses—1,711

Total Verses—7,914

% of Predictive Verses—21.5

Entire Bible

Number of Predictive Verses—8,352

Total Verses—31,124

% of Predictive Verses—27

Source: Adapted from statistics in J. Barton
Payne, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy (New York: Harper
& Row, 1973).

Session 1: The Coming Rapture
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The next event in Bible prophecy is the Rapture.
This “any moment” event is often confusing for Christians. Some
teach it will happen before the Tribulation Period mentioned in
Scripture while others teach it will occur in the middle or end of
that period. What does Scripture really say?

In this session, we’ll take a look at the major
passages related to the biblical teaching of the Rapture and
discuss where they fit in the timeline of prophetic events. As we
do, we believe you’ll be encouraged at what Christ has in store for
our future as believers. Further, you’ll find yourself inspired to
a deeper life of devotion and a greater sense of urgency in sharing
your faith with others, knowing the Rapture could take place even
today.

1. When were you first exposed to the teaching
of the Rapture? How was the idea communicated? How did you feel
about the information at the time?

2. Skeptics often belittle Christians who seek
to understand end time events, claiming such study is unimportant.
What are some ways in which Bible prophecy is important to
understand for believers (NOTE: If time allows, you may wish to
look at “Why Study Bible Prophecy?” in the introduction for
background information on this issue).
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Watch Dr. Ankerberg and Dr. Jimmy DeYoung
discuss the question “The Coming Rapture” featuring the major
biblical passages related to the doctrine of the Rapture. 

As you watch, take notes in the space provided
on specific points of interest and questions you would like to
address during your discussion time to follow.

You may want to read the program transcripts for
Program 1 on our site at: 
https://www.jashow.org/articles/general/step-by-step-through-end-time-eventsprogram-1/.

(Approximately 21 minutes in length)

Comments:

Questions:
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3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. Where do we get the
word Rapture? What does it mean?  

4. Read John 14:1-4. What do these verses teach
about the return of Jesus? 

5. What is the significance of the phrase “And after
this” found in Revelation 4:1? How does Dr. DeYoung interpret this
idea in the video?

6. Dr. DeYoung shares that the word church is used
19 times in the first three chapters of the book of Revelation
before the Rapture in chapter 4:1. It’s used zero times during the
next 16 chapters, the seven years of tribulation. Why is this
significant?

7. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10. How do these verses
describe what takes place at the Rapture?

8. Dr. DeYoung uses Revelation 3:10 to teach that
the church will not be left to endure the seven year Tribulation
but will instead be taken to be with Christ in the Rapture before
this time. Read Revelation 3:10 together. What will God spare
Christians from in the future?

9. Read Daniel 9:27. What does Dr. DeYoung share
about the Antichrist that is shared in this verse?

THE "ANTICHRIST" IN SCRIPTURE

Serves as an indication that the end is near:
“…you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.” 1
John 2:18

Denies God and His Son Jesus: “Such a man is
the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.” 1 John 2:22

Does not acknowledge Jesus: “…every spirit
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit
of the antichrist.” 

Does not acknowledge Jesus came to earth in human
form: “Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as
coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person
is the deceiver and the antichrist.” 2 John 1:7

10. Dr. DeYoung discusses prophecy with the context
of three pillars. What time periods do these three pillars
represent? At what point are we in the timeline of these
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