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Connect with me

 

Want to get all of my upcoming books for FREE?  
Check it out here:  https://goo.gl/QY6jg3

 

 

Website:  http://www.ebdurran.com/   

 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/ebdurran/ 

 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/AuthorEBDurran 

 

Pinterest:  https://www.pinterest.com/ebdurran/ 

 


It’s none of their business that you have to learn to write. Let them think you were born that way.


	- Ernest Hemingway



FORWARD
 

Maybe you’ve written your entire life. Maybe you always wanted to but were always told that’s not a “real job”. Maybe you said you would do it after… after the kids start school… after the kids finish school and go to college… after you retire. 

We all come to writing from different places, but we all have things we can learn to improve our writing and make it more impactful.

Whether you are getting started or have been at it a while, I want to share some of the best tips and advice I’ve ever received on writing, editing, and not falling to discouragement.

We won’t reinvent the wheel, time-tested advice proven to work is what I share with you today.

I hope this short book gives you some useful ideas and encouragement to keep writing. We need your voice and your story in the marketplace now.

Everybody walks past a thousand story ideas every day. The good writers are the ones who see five or six of them. Most people don’t see any.


	- Orson Scott Card



 


If you want to be a writer, you must do two things above all others:  read a lot and write a lot.


	- Stephen King



Put Pen to Paper – Just Write

 

Most of us are not able to quit our jobs and begin living the "writer's life" that we dream of. Countless writers never get started because they think there is no time to write. There is always time to write. If you want it... if it is in your heart to write... there is always time to write.   

Make time every single day to write. Even if for just 15 minutes. Write something every day. 

Afraid you can't carve out the time?  Try these suggestions:

1. Instead of catching up on your TV shows, turn the TV off and write. There are only two ways to improve our craft: to read, and to write. Start slow. Instead of watching two shows from your DVR, only watch one and spend the time of the other writing.

I write only when inspiration strikes. Fortunately it strikes every morning at nine o’clock sharp.


	- W. Somerset Maugham



 

2. Do you carpool or ride public transportation to work? Then write! J.K. Rowling used the time on the train during her work commute to create the most well-known wizarding world ever. What can you do on your commute?
 

3. First drafts are often crap. (blunt, but true) Do not waste your time trying to make your draft perfect while you are writing. Time is a precious commodity! Get it all out. Finish your entire draft - then go back for your edits and rewrites.

People on the outside think there’s something magical about writing, that you go up in the attic at midnight and cast the bones and come down in the morning with a story, but it isn’t like that. You sit in back of the typewriter and you work, and that’s all there is to it.


	- Harlan Ellison



 

4. Do not attempt to write to please everyone. It isn't possible to please them all, and if you try, you will end up with bland writing that appeals to no one. Write something you want to read. Make it the most exciting, well thought out book possible, that if you were the reader you could not wait to read the next chapter.
 

5. You don't need a longer, fancier word if the one you use does the job. Pretentiousness comes from trying to make your writing wordy instead of clear and concise.
 

6. Being too descriptive is worse than not providing enough. You want to give your reader a sense of the scene, but you also want them to be able to picture themselves in your story. Draw your readers in by allowing them to envision those details in their imagination.

 

7. Don't be afraid to show the other facets to your character or topic. Your hero or heroine is sometimes a sarcastic jerk in specific situations. Your villain donates to charity or volunteers to help their community in some way. Your topic may be the greatest thing since sliced bread, but here is its one weakness - and how you can overcome it.
 

8. Write from your heart - you must love the world and characters you are creating. Make them memorable.  J.K. Rowling was once asked at a seminar why Dumbledore didn't allow Snape to become the Defense Against the Dark Arts Teacher in book five. People’s imagination lives in the worlds writers create. There are backstories and reasons for everything that happens - even if it's not included in the book.

First, find out what your hero wants, then just follow him.


	- Ray Bradbury



 

9. Make time for your friends and family; and even more, make time for self-care. If you are beginning your writing career as a side-hustle from your pays-the-bills job, make self-care a priority to ensure you don't burn out.
 

10. Be patient. When writing books, if you plan to go the traditional publishing route, patience is your best asset. But even in the self-published world, you must have patience. You will not build a loyal fan base overnight. Same for bloggers and any other content writer, you must have patience and keep writing and putting your voice out into the world.
 

11. If you write longhand, keep a good stock of supplies on hand. We can be a bit OCD about our writing equipment, and don't like to switch to a different type of pen or paper in the middle of a good writing flow.
 

12. Don't write a cliché into your writing thinking it is familiar to readers. Clichés don't enhance your writing, and readers often find them boring and overused.
 

13. Set a schedule. Even if you only have 30 minutes most days, put it on your schedule and protect that time. Even if you don't have the inspiration or motivation, protect that time and write.

The secret of getting ahead is getting started.


	- Mark Twain



 

14. If you can't write one day, think about your story, topic, plot, or characters. Observe strangers at the restaurant. Do any of them remind you of one of your characters, if so, what behaviors or characteristics is that person exhibiting? Do they have any noticeable quirks? Do they talk animatedly or with their hands? How would you describe it?
 

15. Give yourself permission to write badly. And support that belief by reading the essay by Anne Lamott, Shitty First Drafts: http://wrd.as.uky.edu/sites/default/files/1-Shitty First Drafts.pdf 

 


So the writer who breeds more words than he needs, is making a chore for the reader who reads.


	- Dr. Seuss



Strengthen Your Words
 

1. Show, don't tell. Show your readers with vivid language what you are trying to convey. Allow them to picture it in their imagination.
 

2. Be prepared to 'kill your darlings'. It's said that editing and rewriting equals your first draft minus about 10%. You will slash through your original drafts when rewriting to make them clear and concise.
 

3. Cut out all the adverbs. Your dialog should be strong enough to stand on its own without the need for extra descriptors.

Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.


	- Anton Chekhov



 

4. Check your use of the words: ‘appear’, ‘seem’, and ‘believe’. These words can reduce credibility and authority in the minds of your readers.
 

5. Identify your crutch words - those words that you use out of habit that add nothing to the writing.
 

6. Remove double spaces at the end of sentences. While one (and sometimes still) an accepted practice in some business writing, it has no place in your book.

Substitute ‘damn’ every time you’re inclined to write ‘very;’ your editor will delete it and the writing will be just as it should be.


	- Mark Twain



 

7. Remove awkward or clunky phrases. Remember the point of every single sentence in your writing is to move the story forward. If it doesn't add anything to the writing, scratch it.
 

8. Vary your sentence structure and length. Sentences with the same length




	- John Irving









	- William Faulkner










	- Neil Gaiman
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