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I've been teaching English in South Korea and Canada for 15 years to every level and type of student and I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities: five years at a science and engineering school and four years at a major university in Busan where I taught high-level classes for students majoring in English. These days, I teach mostly Chinese students at an academy in Vancouver, Canada. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking or on the hunt for the most delicious kimchi I can find. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I've completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost 15 years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I truly hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have—I'll always take the time to respond. 

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

Jackie Bolen (www.jackiebolen.com)

Twitter: @bolen_jackie

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

If you can't get enough ESL games, activities and other useful stuff for the classroom in this book, you can get even more goodness delivered straight to your inbox every week. I promise to respect your privacy—your name and email address will never be shared with anyone for any reason. Sign-up here.

If you're interested in this book, you may also want to check out these by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books:

101 Activities and Resources for Teaching English Online

39 Awesome 1-1 ESL Activities for Kids

67 ESL Conversation Topics for Teenagers and Adults (Complete lesson plans)
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​Picture Prompt
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Skills: Speaking/Listening/Writing

Time: 5 minutes

Level: Beginner-Advanced

Materials: Picture/PowerPoint image

Show students an image about whatever holiday you want to talk about and have them generate questions or speculate about the picture. This is a nice way to help students activate their prior knowledge because it's likely not the first time they've encountered most holidays, except for the unusual ones. 

For lower-level students, this can be purely descriptive: 

Q: What do you see?

A: I see a Christmas tree, presents and some kids. 

Q: How many presents are there? 

A: There are 5 presents. 

For high beginner/low intermediate students, have an image which can generate questions such as:

What is happening in this picture?

How does that person feel?

Why do you think so?

For advanced students, have an unusual image. Encourage them to create a narrative to explain the story.

Teaching Tips:

If you want to use this as a writing activity with beginner or low-intermediate students, give them a worksheet of questions to answer.

Procedure:

	In advance, prepare an image, either PowerPoint or a picture large enough for the class to easily see.

	Divide students into pairs or small groups. This is better for higher-level students. Beginners should do this with the teacher and the entire class. 

	Depending on the level of the students:



−  Elicit descriptive sentences about the image. Encourage them to make their own questions to ask a partner.

−  Have them discuss what they think is happening in the picture, how the person/ people feel and why they think so, etc.

−  Have them create a narrative about the image. (Unusual images work well for this).

−  Absolute beginners can say words that they know (Christmas tree, Santa, presents), or answer simple questions (How many presents are there? There are 3 presents). 

−  Optionally, have them write their responses. 
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Skills: Reading/Writing/Listening/Speaking

Time: 5 minutes

Level: Beginner-Advanced

Materials: whiteboard and markers or butcher (A3) paper and pens

It's often the case that students already know a lot of English vocabulary words related to popular holidays like Christmas, Halloween or Easter. This is a nice activity that helps them activate their prior knowledge and makes any new vocabulary they might learn more memorable. 

Write “Christmas” (or any holiday) in the middle of the board or paper and have students take turns adding as many words or images related to that word as possible. For large classes, have students work in groups with separate pieces of paper taped to the wall or the top of the table/grouped desks. After a given amount of time (2-3 minutes, or when you see no one is adding anything new), discuss their answers.

Teaching Tips:

For large classes, butcher paper works best because more students can write at one time. If that isn’t possible, have 5-6 board markers available.

If you're using butcher paper (or A3 in a pinch), prepare in advance by taping it to the wall unless students will be working at their desks. If students will be working at their desks, write the word on each table’s page in advance, but don’t hand them out until you have given your instructions.

Procedure:

	Write a holiday on the whiteboard or butcher paper.

	Have students take turns adding as many words or images related to that word as possible.

	After 2-3 minutes (or less, if no one is adding anything new), discuss their answers.
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Skills: Speaking/Listening

Time: 5-15 minutes 

Level: Beginner-Advanced (best with children)

Materials: None

I love a no-prep, no-materials activity, and students generally enjoy this one. Begin the class by telling the students you are an alien. You landed just a few minutes earlier, right outside the school. Since you are new here, you don’t know a lot about a certain holiday that is coming up and need some help understanding it. 

For example, you might want to talk about Christmas. For lower-level students, elicit vocabulary words related to the holiday like Christmas tree, presents, turkey dinner, etc. For higher-level students, it might be possible to dig into the traditions and reasons why they exist. Whatever the case, feign ignorance to make this activity more fun! 

Procedure: 

	Begin the class by telling the students you are an alien. Since you are new here, you don’t know anything about a certain holiday and need help.

	Students can help you learn some new vocabulary words, or explain the various traditions. 
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Skills: Reading/Writing

Time: 10-20 minutes

Level: Beginner-Advanced

Materials: A puzzle

Puzzles are an excellent way to review vocabulary and I find that most students enjoy doing them, particularly teenagers. They can also work very well for “quiet” classes that don't have a lot of outgoing students in them where it's hard to do some of the more active games like charades. 

It's easy to make puzzles yourself using something like Discovery.com's Puzzlemaker (www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker). It's the best option since you can include all the specific vocabulary that you'd like. I prefer to use the criss-cross option because it has the most educational benefit since it deals with meanings as well as vocabulary words. 

For beginners, it's possible to do something like a letter scramble criss-cross. For example: 


−  b n n y u (bunny)

−  a e t s e r (Easter)

−  b b r a t i (rabbit)


Procedure:  

	Go to Discovery.com and find the puzzlemaker.

	Design your puzzle (criss-cross is best!), using words and definitions. Alternatively, give hints about the word related to the context you'd use it in instead of the actual definition. Or, do some word scrambles for beginners. 

	Have students complete the puzzle. I usually make it a bit competitive by putting them in pairs and awarding the first couple of teams a prize of some sort. 

	It's up to you whether or not to allow dictionaries or textbooks. In my experience, they usually don't help that much. 
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Skills: None, just for fun! 

Time: n/a

Level: All

Materials: Candies in a jar

Put holiday-themed candies in a glass jar (candy corn, Easter jelly beans, etc.) and count how many you are putting in as you do it. Seal up the jar well. Then, let each of your students have one guess as to how many candies there are. I usually do this by giving each student a small piece of paper. They have to write their name, class, and guess. Then, the person who guesses closest to the correct number gets the entire jar of candies. They can choose to share, or not! 
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