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      Ethan Lockhart had found his mate, and he wasn’t very happy about it. He didn’t want a mate—didn’t need a mate. The Fates had already messed with his life in ways that had changed everything, and none of it for the better.

      But they just had to go and throw the woman of his dreams in his face when they knew damn well, thanks to their meddling, he couldn’t claim her. Yeah, he was tired of playing their games, but somehow he would have the last laugh. All he had to do was avoid her, and her mouthwatering scent.

      Camryn Dochart was proud of the life she lived. As the owner of Cam’s diner, she worked hard but never had the time to play hard. She longed for a mate. Someone to share her life with.

      When her sexy hunk of a man strolled into her diner, she thought she would finally get her happily ever after. Little did she know, her mate had no intention of giving in to the Fates.
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      Ethan Lockhart paced the hall, debating on whether or not he should knock on the door, or walk the fuck away. He had come for answers. Or had he? Had it been something more that led him back to his current location?

      The first time he’d met Willow K. Sprout in the middle of a busy sidewalk, he had thought she was off her fucking rocker—mentally. The second time he met her, he wondered what kind of fucking game she was playing. What would a third meeting with the owner of Fairy Tales & Happy Endings bring?

      He almost didn’t want to know.

      Before he could summon up the courage to knock, the door flung open. He nearly jumped out of his skin.

      “Mr. Lockhart, I can’t imagine what brings you to my doorstep—yet again.”

      His golden eyes raked over the attractive woman. He didn’t see anything peculiar about the woman standing in the open doorway. Quite the opposite. She was remarkable. With her long chestnut hair spiraling well past her shoulders and her captivating green eyes, he would even use the term beautiful. A quick scan of her thoughts told him that she was truly surprised to see him again.

      “I—uh, was hoping you had a couple of minutes to speak with me.”

      Willow glanced at her watch and back to Ethan. “I suppose I could spare a little bit of time for you, though I’m not sure what good it will do.” Willow motioned for Ethan to enter.

      “Did I not send you to your mate?” She sniffed the air around him as he passed her.

      “You did. But—I had no desire to find my mate. I think you had mistaken me for my brother, who, at the time—was desperate to find and claim his mate.”

      “I assume the mating was successful?” she asked, although he sensed that she damn well knew the answer to her question.

      “Yes, Ma’am, it was. Wyatt and Callie have a few things to work out between them, but they are getting along just fine.

      “Good. Please take a seat.”

      Ethan did as he was told and settled onto the couch across from Willow. “Here’s the thing. I’m not interested in claiming my mate. I want to find out if there’s a way to break the connection I have with her?”

      Willow looked genuinely perplexed. “You don’t want your mate? Is there something wrong with her?”

      “Not at all. If I were in the market for a mate, Camryn would be exactly who I was looking for.” A vision of Cam passed through Ethan’s mind. Legs that seemed to go on forever, breasts that begged to be sucked into his waiting mouth, pouty lips that screamed kiss me, and those knowing green eyes of hers. Gods, what he wouldn’t give to look deep into her eyes while his cock was buried deep inside of her tight pussy.
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