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Kumusta (Koo-moo-stah), or Hello.

Maayong Buntag. (Mah-ah-yong-Boo-tahg), or Good Morning.

My name is Xander.

Other books in this series include:

Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words in parenthesis to help you pronounce them easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am attempting to help others pronounce the words by the way I hear them.
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Kumusta (Koo-moo-stah), or Hello.
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Ang pangalan ko ay Princess(ahng pahng-eye-lan-ko-aye Prin-sess), or My name is Princess.

I speak Filipino. 
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THE NATIONAL LANGUAGES of my country are Filipino and English.

Where is the Philippines located?

The Philippine islands are located in Southeastern Asia.

My country consists of more than 7,107 islands.

Together they form the three major groups of islands: Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.
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I LIVE ON THE ISLAND of Luzon. What fun stuff is there to do here in Luzon?

In IIocos Norte there are seven churches many people like to see, and there is also a lighthouse. 

There are beautiful beaches, waterfalls, casinos, fancy hotels, Spanish-style villages, canoeing, hanging coffins at Echo Valley, and caves to explore. 
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Here I am with the hanging coffins behind me.

THE SUMAGUING CAVE features ancient stalagmites and underground lakes.

Off the West coast on the Island of Palawan, there are underground rivers and hidden lagoons. 
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In the Iwahig River, in Palawan, it is so dark you’ll be able to see the Milky Way and large swarms of fireflies are in the bushes on either side of the river. 

The best part is that you can put your hand in the river’s water and see bioluminescent plankton light it up!
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This is a magical sight!

I WANT TO TELL YOU about the food in my country. We have our version of fast food called “turo-turo.” This means, ‘to point’ when translated. Customers visit food vendors who have various dishes and point to what they want.
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RICE IS A COMMON SIDE dish in most meals. 

I really like Suman! It’s this awesome rice cake dish where they wrap the rice cakes in banana leaves and steam them. So good!

Have you ever tried rice?

Adobo is a popular meal here in my country. This recipe has a Spanish origin. This is a stew made with meat, usually chicken and pork seasoned with garlic, salt, pepper, and soy sauce.

Kare Kare is an oxtail stew.

Halo Halo is a dessert made with fruit, milk, ice, and sweet red beans. 

Leche Flan is a smooth, wobbly golden custard that tastes like sweet caramel heaven.

Turon is a think of a crispy banana spring roll that's sweet and crunchy! You take ripe saba bananas (sweet plantains), wrap them in thin spring roll wrappers with a sprinkle of brown sugar inside, then fry them until golden and caramelized.

Bicol Express is a stew made from pork, coconut milk, and chilies.

Roasted pig is a very popular dish here. Do you think you would try it?

There are many exotic fruits such as durian and mangosteen found here. 

Have you ever heard of them?

[image: ]

NOW I WANT TO TELL you some facts about my country.

The Philippines is often called the "Pearl of the Orient Seas." It’s also the only country in Asia where Christianity is the main religion.

Manila Bay is one of Asia’s best-known harbors.

Laguna de Bay is the largest lake in the Philippines. It is located east of Manila. 

This freshwater lake is about 140 miles or 220 kilometers in length, with an average depth of about 2.8 meters (9.18 feet) and an elevation of about 1 meter (3.2 feet)above sea level.

The Banaue rice terraces are a system of irrigated rice terraces in the mountains of north-central Luzon. They were created more than 2,000 years ago by the Ifugao native people. 

This site is breathtaking and some people claim it is the 8th wonder of the World.
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HERE IS A PHOTO OF me and Blessica, my sister, in front of the Banaue rice terraces.

The Philippines are full of rainforests, mountains, and beaches.

The weather is always warm. The average temperature is 80 degrees Fahrenheit or 26.7 degrees Celsius. 

The Philippines are located in the area known as ‘The ring of fire.’ This area is known for volcanic eruptions and earthquakes.

The Mayon volcano is the most active in the Philippines.
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THE TAAL VOLCANO IS the second most active volcano in the Philippines with 33 historical eruptions documented. 

All of these eruptions are concentrated on Volcano Island, an island near the middle of Taal Lake.
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DURING THE WET SEASON, we get heavy winds and monsoons (heavy rains). 

Sometimes we get typhoons; they are like a hurricane.

**
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MY COUNTRY IS HOME to many different plants and animals.

Some of the animals here are goats, deer, hogs, monkeys, hornbills, fruit pigeons, the Philippine eagle, the Palawan parrot, and the tarsier.
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THE TARSIER IS RELATED to primates such as monkeys and lemurs. It has soft, velvety
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