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Our Goal is Stopping Yours...
A new season, a new start, and a new way to turn my life upside down.
It was never meant to be this way. 
When I met Amelia, the new press girl for our club, I knew there was something different about her. But, given that I’m involved with one of the biggest up-and-coming influencers in the country, it’s not like I could do anything about it.
Yet I can’t deny how intriguing I find her, and it doesn’t take long till I’m drawn closer than I ever should have been - and find out more about her mysterious past than I think she thought she’d ever share...

Like a moth drawn to a flame...
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Amelia
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I rolled my shoulders back and took a deep breath. Standing there, in front of the arch that led into the stadium, I still couldn’t quite believe it. 

SALTFORD FOOTBALL CLUB was marked out above the entrance in giant, metallic letters; I couldn’t count how many times I had imagined this moment, focused in on how it was going to feel for me to stand here in the moments before I went in for the first time. As soon as I had gotten the offer, nearly a month ago now, I had been focused on nothing more than arriving and making the very best impression that I possibly could.

Press officer – not exactly how I had imagined that I would get behind-the-scenes in the league, but hey, I would take what I could get. I knew that I was the best decision that this club had ever made, I just needed to make sure that all of them knew it. I had worked my arse off to get to this point, and I wasn’t going to blow it now that I was here.

I made my way through the turnstile that led into the stadium, flashing my staff card at the man behind the counter; he nodded, waved me in, and a moment later, I found myself standing in the center of the enormous stadium that I had seen so many times on television. How many times had I watched them play here? How many trophies had they won in the very spot that I was standing? I could picture those images from just last season, them lifting the FA cup to round up their first double – the league and the cup, both gone to them. And deservedly so. 

And now, I was part of the squad. I paced around the outside of the field, admiring the perfectly-kept greenery in front of me. This place was pretty damn near perfect, thanks to the major renovation after Hans Klinnsman had come in to take over; all this money had come pouring in, and they had been able to spruce up both the team and the stadium they played in.

Shit, Hans Klinnsman! I was actually going to meet him today, for the first time, and I was still having a hard time wrapping my head around that. I was sure that I wasn’t going to be seeing a whole lot of him – not like he didn’t have better things to be doing with his time, after all – but he had cleared out a few minutes to talk to me about what I was going to be doing here now that I had officially joined the team, and my palms were getting sweaty just thinking about it.

“Amelia?”

I spun around, sure that someone was going to ask what I was doing here and tell me that I needed to go – but instead, I found myself looking at a young woman, with a broad, press-friendly smile on her face.

“Hi,” she greeted me. “I’m Tanya, Hans’ assistant. He’s waiting for you in his office.”

“Of course,” I blurted out, and I hoped that she couldn’t tell how giddy I was in that moment. I had to see this through, had to make sure that I made a good impression. Just because I had signed a contract didn’t mean that he couldn’t make my life hard if he decided to – I had to convince him that he had made the correct choice in bringing me on, now that the team had garnered some international fame and needed help guiding their players in the right direction.

This would be the first year that Saltford were playing in the Champion’s League. First year that they had made it to such a high-profile international competition. After the run they’d had last season, it didn’t surprise me – they were the most impressive team in the league by far, playing this really modern game where so many clubs around them were trying to catch up with what had been in vogue in Europe ten years before. 

Hans had been a big part of that – not just the change in style, but the way that the club was seen everywhere, too. He had that big personality that the media loved, but he managed to balance it with a sense of humility to boot. The dances and celebrations he took in the dugout whenever they scored had gone viral a few times, and he was one of those  managers who everyone wished they could have had for their team instead of having to hate that he managed one of their rivals. 

Hopefully, that attitude would transfer to the way he dealt with me, too, though you could never tell. If the last few years working in PR had taught me anything, it was that people could string along pretty much any story that they wanted to the public with the right team to try and sell it. That was what I was here for, now – to try and sell the stories of these players to the public at large, before they headed off to Europe for the first time and made a name for themselves over there.

A hell of a job, but I knew they had hired me for a reason. I knew this industry and this sport better than anyone else who would have put in an application, I was sure of it, and I just needed to make sure that they understood that. I had seen it from the inside out, and that was what was going to give me the edge that I needed.

Tanya led me through the clean, fresh-painted halls of the office area – they had been redone recently with the team’s colors, a deep magenta and black with a deep blue stripe down the center. I couldn’t help but smile when I saw it. I had already received a complementary strip along with the start of this position, and I wondered if I should have worn it to my first day. Maybe that would have given me the boost that I needed...

Though honestly, as I stood there outside of his office while Tanya tapped on the door to let him know that we were there, I could hardly contain myself. This was happening, this was really happening, and I was sure that nothing in the way of talismans would have made me any less nervous...

But that was part of it, right? Part of what was to come next. I had to prove that I could stand there in front of him and show that I deserved to be there as much as anyone else, anyone else who had earned their place on the squad...

Even if I would never be out on that pitch playing with the rest of them. I straightened my skirt, checked my breath, and made sure that none of my buttons had popped open while I had been heading through the corridors. Tanya smiled at me.

“He’s ready for you,” she told me, and she stepped aside and gestured for me to head in. I bit my lip, and then reminded myself that I wanted to come across as confident, and stopped myself. Okay. Okay! This was it...

I stepped inside the office, and the first thing that I noticed was that it was smaller than I had expected; my eyes darted back and forth, taking in the pictures on the walls, the photos of Hans with his old teams and the trophies that he had won with them. 

“Amelia!” he exclaimed. He had bright blue eyes that seemed to sparkle behind his small, round glasses, his slightly chaotic hair sticking up this way and that on his head. He extended his hand to mine and I took it, trying to bite back the little squeal of excitement that wanted to burst out of me.

“It’s really great to meet you, Mister Klinnsman,” I greeted him.

“Hans, please,” he replied, waving his hand as though dismissing the formality of what I’d just said. “And it’s great to meet you too, Amelia. There’s a few things I’d like to go over with you, if that’s okay – I don’t know if I’m going to have much time to meet with you once the season starts properly, so I want to hit on everything that you need to know right off the bat.”

“Yes, of course,” I agreed with a nod, as I took the seat opposite his and tried to quell the fluttering excitement in my chest. Ever since – well, ever since all my plans had shifted, I had dreamed of being back behind the scenes like this. And here I was. Ready to start over, start again.

“So, I’m sure you’re already acquainted with the description,” he continued. “But what I’m really looking for is someone who can craft narratives for our major players in the press – someone who can handle them so that they know what to say and how to act in front of the media. For most of these boys, they’re new to all of this, and they need someone to point them in the right direction so they don’t do or say the wrong thing.”

“Of course,” I replied, nodding. “I’ve already thought a little about how I’m going to go about that - I’d like to start by interviewing the team pre-season, so that I’ve got something to begin working on before you start with press again.”

“I like it,” he replied, smiling. “And have you got any specific approach in mind?”

“I’d like to keep focused on them as athletes first,” I explained. “Not so much going into their personal lives, as I think that brings up too much space for distraction outside the game. But that said – if there’s a narrative we can work with that comes from something more personal, I’m confident that I can make that work for us, too.”

“Sounds like you have everything worked out,” he replied brightly. I nodded. I was still feeling a little shaky, but at least I was in an area that I knew a lot about. I could handle myself here, and I just had to stick to that – I had already got a few plans as to how I was going to go about fitting these players with everything they needed to handle their newfound life in the spotlight, no matter how much time it took. 

Wasn’t like it was going to be exactly hard, either. Most of the first team had that bright-eyed, fresh-faced thing about them, a gang of young players who had outdone themselves and the odds by pulling through to the team’s first success in years. People loved that kind of thing, and I knew that I just needed to nudge them in the right direction to ensure that it all went off without a hitch. 

“I want to make sure that I know them as people, so that I can make sure that the public does, too,” I finished up.

“Oh, trust me, you’ll love my boys,” Hans remarked fondly, a smile on his face. His almost parent-like attitude towards his team was well-known to anyone who paid attention, and it was sweet to see that he seemed to really mean it. 

“I’m sure I will,” I replied. I hadn’t even thought that much about what it was going to be like to meet all of them – all of the players I had been watching for so long, all of the guys who had been part of my Saturdays through the TV and the radio for the last few years. 

That was a whole other level of nervous – but I would take that when I came to it. For now, I just needed to stay focused on what came next. And hope that I could make as good an impression as I had on Hans on everyone else I met.
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Noah 

––––––––
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“So, you heard about this new girl?”

Patrick raised his eyebrows at me as he dried off his hair after the shower, and I could tell what he was thinking before he had so much as said it.

“Yeah, I heard that she works here, so you should keep your hands off of her,” I replied. I knew the way Patrick could be with women, knew the attitude that he could take towards them, and I doubted that Hans would be too happy if he found out what was going on inside his head right now. 

“You’re meant to be staying focused on the game, remember?” I reminded him. “Not getting distracted with women.”

“But if they’re going to put one right on our doorstep...”

“Pat, you haven’t even seen her yet,” Luca remarked as he pulled on his shirt once more. 

“So?” Patrick replied, with a shrug. “I don’t see what that’s got to do with anything...”

“That you don’t even know if you’re going to be attracted to her yet,” Luca replied. “So you shouldn’t be so quick to jump on the chance to get something out of her...”

“She’s a woman and she’s going to be around us from here on out,” Pat replied. “That’s enough for me. That’s all that I need.”

“No stopping you, I guess,” Luca replied, as he cleaned himself up. “What about you, Noah? What do you think about her?”
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