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And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:2)




This book primarily addresses the doctrine of predestination or, more precisely, explains how God governs His creation. Due to our limited understanding in this present age, we will focus on one aspect of predestination: salvation. For humanity, this is undoubtedly the most critical aspect to understand. Thus, this book will explore the principles revealed in Scripture that God uses to predestine our lives for salvation. These principles, however, also apply to every aspect of our lives and, indeed, to how God predestines His entire creation. There are strong opposing opinions within the church on this subject. The purpose of this book is not to support or refute any of those opinions but to examine what the New Testament teaches about this doctrine.

In the above passage from Romans, the Apostle Paul reveals that there are two aspects to the will of God: His acceptable (or permissible) will and His perfect will. The word translated “acceptable” can also be rendered “permissible.” What does the Bible mean when it refers to God’s perfect will and His permissible will? It means that God reveals His perfect will to us and then allows humanity to decide, of their own free will, whether to submit to it. Those who choose to submit to His will walk in God’s perfect will and, as a result, experience His perfect blessings for their lives. Those who choose not to submit walk in God’s permissible will and, consequently, forfeit His perfect blessings.




Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples." So He said to them, "When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 

(Luke 11:1-2)



The Lord Jesus taught us to pray that God’s perfect will be accomplished in our lives. In the above passage, He instructs us to pray that our Father’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. The reason Jesus taught us to pray this way is that in heaven, there is perfect submission to God’s will. In other words, Jesus encourages us to pray that, like the saints in heaven, we too would be fully submitted to God’s will. Another key truth from this passage is that God’s perfect will for our lives does not occur automatically; we must pray for it. The default position for our lives is not God’s perfect will but His permissive will. This is because God does not override human free will in this life. However, while God allows people to reject His perfect will and walk in His permissive will, there is a cost. God warns of the consequences of not submitting to His will, such as the consequence of rejecting salvation through Jesus Christ.


In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

(Ephesians 1:11)



For those who persistently reject God’s perfect will, there is eventually a point of accountability. God does not permit people to walk in His permissive will indefinitely; as the One who ultimately governs His creation, He will judge them. The above passage from Ephesians confirms this truth, as Paul teaches that God works all things according to the counsel of His will. In other words, God’s will for His creation ultimately prevails. Some might argue that this overrides human free will, but that is not the case. In working all things according to His will, God simply applies the consequences He has warned about to those who continually reject His perfect will, namely salvation through submission to the Lordship of His Son, Jesus Christ.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

God's Will: Universal Salvation

[image: ]




Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord God, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die O house of Israel?' 

(Ezekiel 33:11)



In the previous section, we explored God’s perfect will and His permissive will. In this section, we will establish that salvation is God’s perfect will, while damnation is His permissive will. In other words, God desires all people to be saved, yet He permits individuals to reject His salvation—His perfect will for their lives—resulting in damnation, which aligns with His permissive will. Consequently, God casts into hell those who choose to reject His salvation.

Scripture teaches that truth is established by the testimony of two or three witnesses (Matthew 18:16). To confirm that it is God’s perfect will for all people to be saved, I have cited not just two or three but four witnesses: Ezekiel the prophet, Jesus Christ the Lord, Paul the apostle, and Peter the apostle. Many other scriptures affirm this truth, but four witnesses suffice to meet the biblical requirement. The first witness, quoted above, is the prophet Ezekiel. In this passage, God instructs His prophet to declare that He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked but desires that they turn from their evil ways and live. Clearly, if God desires the salvation of the wicked, He also desires the salvation of the righteous. Thus, this passage reveals that it is God’s perfect will for all people to be saved.



For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. "What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

(Matthew 18:11-14)



The second witness is the Lord Jesus Christ. This passage reveals several important truths. In its context, Jesus focuses on little children, placing a child among His disciples and teaching that children are already part of God’s kingdom. He explains that we must become like them (born again) to enter the kingdom. The lost sheep Jesus refers to are those who were once part of His kingdom as children but as adults have died spiritually and thus become lost to His kingdom (for more details, see my book Of Such is the Kingdom). The key point here is that Jesus declares it is not the will of God the Father that any little one should perish. This clearly teaches that God’s perfect will is for all people to be saved.



For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

(1 Timothy 2:3-6)



The third witness quoted above is the apostle Paul. As always, the apostle Paul is very clear and concise in revealing the will of God to us, and in this case it is no different. For in the above passage, Paul plainly tells us by the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that it is God’s express desire that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. The Holy Spirit couldn’t make it any plainer than that even if He tried.



The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

(2 Peter 3:9)



The fourth witness quoted above is the apostle Peter. It is always encouraging to see the similarity between the gospel messages of the apostle Peter and the apostle Paul. The reason I say this is that both men received their gospels directly from the Lord Jesus Christ, independently of each other. Yet time and again in Scripture, we see that what Paul taught, Peter taught as well. And in this instance
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For whom He foreknew,
He also predestined.
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