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  Introduction


Hey there, trivia lovers! Ever wonder what life was like before smartphones, Wi-Fi, or streaming? This book is your time machine to the wild, weird, and wonderful world of things young people today might not know. From rotary phones to blockbuster video stores, from forgotten historical moments to bizarre fads of the past, we’re diving into the facts, stories, and quirks that shaped the pre-digital age. Did you know people used to navigate with paper maps? Or that a pig once starred in a major movie? Packed with surprising anecdotes, mind-blowing trivia, and questions to stump your friends, this book will make you the coolest know-it-all at the table. Get ready for a nostalgic ride through a world that feels like ancient history to some—but is just yesterday to others! 








  
  Chapter one
What’s a Floppy Disk?


Hey, picture this: it’s the 1980s, and your computer’s storage solution is a flimsy, square piece of plastic called a floppy disk. These things were the USB drives of their day, but with a catch, they could only hold about 1.44 megabytes of data. That’s right, one high-res selfie today would laugh in the face of a floppy’s storage capacity! Back then, though, these disks were revolutionary. Invented by IBM in the 1970s, floppies came in various sizes, but the 3.5-inch version, encased in a hard plastic shell, became the star of the 80s and 90s. You’d pop one into your computer’s disk drive to save a school project, a game, or even early software like Windows 3.1. 

But here’s the wild part: floppies were fragile. Bend one, expose it to a magnet, or leave it in a hot car, and your data was toast. People carried them in special plastic cases, treating them like precious cargo. I remember my uncle, a computer nerd in the early 90s, freaking out when his cat knocked over his floppy disk organizer, years of work scattered on the floor! Schools and offices relied on these disks to share files before email attachments were a thing. Imagine passing a floppy to your friend to share a game like Oregon Trail. It was high-tech bonding!

Floppies also had a quirky charm. You’d label them with a pen or a sticky note, scribbling “Math Homework” or “Doom Save Files.” Some folks got creative, decorating them with stickers. By the late 90s, CDs and eventually USB drives sent floppies to the tech graveyard, but they left a legacy. Fun fact: the “save” icon in most software, a little square with a corner cut off,is modeled after a 3.5-inch floppy. Talk about a digital fossil!

So why don’t young people know about floppies? Well, if you were born after 2000, you likely grew up with cloud storage and terabyte hard drives. The idea of carrying a physical disk that holds less data than a single MP3 seems absurd. But for those of us who lived through the floppy era, it was a time of clunky, charming tech that paved the way for today’s digital world. 

Trivia Time: Can you guess how many 3.5-inch floppy disks it would take to store a single 5-megabyte smartphone photo? (Hint: Do some quick math!)






  
  Chapter two
Why Did People Wait for Dial-Up Internet?


Let me take you back to a time when getting online sounded like a robot having a meltdown. That’s right, I’m talking about dial-up internet, the screeching, beeping gateway to the World Wide Web in the 1990s. If you wanted to surf the internet, you’d double-click an icon on your chunky PC, and your modem would start its iconic handshake,*beeeep, screeech, kshhhh*, like it was negotiating with an alien spaceship. It could take a minute or two to connect, and if someone picked up the phone in your house? Boom, you’re kicked offline. Talk about a family feud waiting to happen! 

Dial-up was the standard for home internet in the mid-90s, with companies like AOL (America Online) ruling the roost. You’d pop in an AOL CD,those shiny discs were everywhere, like junk mail, and sign up for a free trial. Once connected, you’d hear the glorious “You’ve Got Mail!” and dive into chat rooms, message boards, or painfully slow websites. A single webpage could take minutes to load, pixel by pixel. Forget streaming Netflix; downloading a single song on Napster could take half an hour!

Here’s a wild story: in 1996, my cousin spent an entire evening downloading a grainy JPEG of his favorite band, only to get disconnected right at 99%. He was so mad he swore off the internet for a week! But that was the dial-up life,patience was key. People would plan their online time, maybe checking email or browsing GeoCities sites while praying the connection held. It was a shared experience, too; teens in AOL chat rooms would trade “A/S/L” (age, sex, location) to make friends across the globe.

Why don’t young people know this struggle? By the time broadband and Wi-Fi became common in the 2000s, dial-up was a relic. Today’s instant connectivity makes that screeching modem sound like a bad joke. But for those who lived it, dial-up was the thrilling, frustrating start of the internet age. It taught us to appreciate every byte.

Trivia Time: What iconic sound did a dial-up modem make when connecting? (Hint: It wasn’t music to your ears!)






  
  Chapter three
The Lost Art of Using a Payphone


Imagine you’re out and about, no cellphone in your pocket, and you need to call home. What do you do? Back in the day, you’d hunt for a payphone, those metal booths or wall-mounted boxes that were once on every street corner. Payphones were the lifeline of the pre-cellphone era, and in the 1980s and 90s, they were as common as Starbucks is today. You’d drop a quarter (or two) into the slot, punch in a number, and pray the call went through. If you were fancy, you’d make a collect call, where the person on the other end paid,perfect for broke teens! 

Payphones weren’t just for calls; they were cultural icons. Movies like *The Matrix* had Neo dodging bullets in a payphone booth. And who could forget the urban legend about the kid who got a call from a payphone that was unplugged? Spooky! I remember my mom telling me how she once used a payphone to call a tow truck when her car broke down in 1989, standing in the rain, feeding quarters, hoping the operator wouldn’t cut her off.

These phones were everywhere,gas stations, malls, even outside diners. But they had quirks. You’d sometimes get a staticky line, or worse, someone else’s coins stuck in the slot. By the early 2000s, cellphones made payphones obsolete, and now they’re rare, like spotting a unicorn. Young people today might see one in a museum or a retro diner and wonder, “What’s that?” But for those of us who grew up with them, payphones were our connection to the world,25 cents at a time.

Trivia Time: What was the standard cost of a local payphone call in the 1990s in the U.S.?






  
  Chapter four
Did People Really Use Typewriters?


Clack-clack-clack, ding! That’s the sound of a typewriter, the word processor of the pre-digital age. Before laptops and Google Docs, typewriters were how people wrote everything from novels to office memos. These mechanical beasts had keys you had to punch with force, and if you made a mistake? No backspace key! You’d either start over or dab on some correction fluid (think White-Out) and try again. It was a workout for your fingers and your patience. 

Typewriters were a big deal from the late 1800s through the 1980s. Famous authors like Ernest Hemingway and Stephen King hammered out bestsellers on them. King, for instance, wrote *Carrie* on a manual typewriter in the 1970s, probably cursing every typo. My dad used to tell me about his college days, typing term papers late at night, praying the ribbon (that inky strip that made the letters) wouldn’t run dry. If it did, you were out of luck until the stationery store opened!

Typewriters had personality, each one had a unique feel, and some even had quirky fonts. But by the 1990s, personal computers sent them packing. Today, they’re collector’s items or hipster decor. Young people might see one in a vintage shop and think it’s a steampunk prop, but for generations, typewriters were the tool that turned thoughts into words.

Trivia Time: Which famous novelist wrote their bestseller *Carrie* on a typewriter in the 1970s?






  
  Chapter five
The Blockbuster Video Craze


Friday night in the 1990s meant one thing: a trip to Blockbuster Video. Picture a neon-lit store packed with rows of VHS tapes, from *Jurassic Park* to *Clueless*. You’d wander the aisles, hoping your favorite movie wasn’t already rented. Blockbuster was the king of video rentals, with over 9,000 stores at its peak in the early 2000s. You’d grab a tape, maybe some popcorn, and pray you remembered to rewind it before returning,or face those dreaded late fees! 

Blockbuster was a cultural hub. Teens flocked to new release walls, and families argued over whether to rent *The Lion King* or *Terminator 2*. I remember my friend Sarah losing her mind when she got charged $5 for a late return of *Titanic* in 1998, she swore she’d never go back, but she was there the next weekend! Fun fact: the last Blockbuster, in Bend, Oregon, became a tourist attraction, still renting DVDs in 2023.

Streaming services like Netflix killed Blockbuster by the 2010s, but for young people today, the idea of driving to rent a physical movie is as alien as a flip phone. Those blue-and-yellow stores were our Netflix, and we loved every minute.

Trivia Time: What was the name of the last Blockbuster store still operating in 2023?
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