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Chapter 1 Earth’s Moon

The Snowstorm landed on Earth’s moon without incident. The crew waited for a tunnel to be attached to their airlock, where Captain Whitfield was waiting for his two favorite young people to arrive. By the time the tunnel was attached, both Violet and Antoni were within sight of the captain. He smiled at them.

“Ready for another adventure?”

Violet smiled. “Of course we are.”

Antoni smiled.

“Well, don’t worry us too much. We do hate to sit back knowing we can’t do anything to help you out. Yet, we know you two will pull yourselves through somehow.”

Antoni said, “We’ve managed so far with help from others.”

Captain Whitfield smiled. “I hope that will continue. I’ve grown too fond of both of you. Besides, what would Bonnie and Clyde do if something were to happen to Violet and we can’t get her back to Mars after her adventures?”

Violet said, “Hmm, good question. They haven’t said anything so far and we have made it back to the ship every time.”

The captain said, “Well, we’ve never told them you were in the middle of adventure…”

Violet raised an eyebrow. “So, they only found out after the fact. I see. That could explain it.”

“I hope I don’t ever have to tell them.”

Violet said, “We will do our best to keep that from happening.”

Captain Whitfield said, “That’s all I can ask. Have fun and I would like you back when this adventure is over.”

They smiled at him and exited the ship via the tunnel. Soon they found themselves out under the dome in the spaceport.

Antoni smiled at Violet’s glowing. “So, who are we visiting this time?”

“Best friends Luciana and Jorja and their kids Julie and Kleo. Their kids are a couple. After the war between Earth and the colonies, they decided to share an apartment to help each other raise their kids together. Jorja’s husband died in the war. Luciana had her heart broken by a boy when she was a nun. Her mother superior helped her to escape shame to the young colony.”

“Wow. So, Luciana was forced to become a single mother.”

“Yeah, she didn’t want to get an abortion and her mother superior gave her a good reference to join the colony. No one cared if women were pregnant when starting up the colonies. If anything, many companies behind the colonies were glad women were having children. They made sure the women had the support they needed to work and raise their kids.”

“I’m glad they did that. It’s unfortunately there are too many guys who are unwilling to help raise kids they helped to bring into the world.”

“I hope you wouldn’t do something like that.”

“No, I couldn’t. I’d take responsibility.”

“Good.”

“Do you think you’d ever want any kids?”

“I haven’t decided yet. Good thing I’m not involved with anyone.”

“Yeah. Kids are a big responsibility. You’d have to put them first.”

“I would do that if I had one. So, I’m glad I don’t have any yet or on the way.”

“There’s no rush.”

“I’m certainly in no rush. I might still be growing up.”

They laughed. They stopped when they found a map of the lunar city they were connected to. They studied the map to get their bearings. Someone saw them and approached.

“Hey, are you Violet?”

She turned towards the person. “Yes.”

“The blog writer and this must be your partner in adventure Antoni.”

“You have us at a disadvantage. What is your name?”

“Ralph. I’ve read about your adventures and was wondering if you would come here next.”

Violet nodded. “This is where we will be for a little while.”

“Good. I was hoping you could help me understand what happened to my cousin.”

“Who’s your cousin?”

“He was Jerry. I read the official reports, but I have known him since we were children. I find some of the report hard to believe.”

Violet and Antoni grimaced.

Antoni said, “I hope you’re not like Richard Williams. Nothing we said made any difference to him. He refused to believe us about his father’s death.”

“Oh, I read about that. No, it’s not like that. I have questions about who Jerry became after he moved here. I’m confused on that part. I don’t remember him being that bad when we were kids. If he really did attack that poor girl, then I do understand why he’s dead now. But I need to know for sure. I mean the evidence seems clear, but I’m also afraid to approach the other two were creatures who live here.”

Violet nodded. “I think we can help you with that. They both sound peaceful until their friend was attacked. Then they defended her as the presented evidence suggests. Also, neither has done anything violent since. They don’t even shapeshift in public if they can help it.”

“Yeah, I was wondering about that part. I just don’t understand about being a were creature.”

Violet said, “Neither do I. However, I think these two will talk about that as long as we respect them.”

“Got it. I also want to talk to Jerry’s friends. Perhaps then I can understand why he acted the way he did. I just want to make sense of it. Perhaps I missed something when we were kids.”

Antoni said, “I’ve heard of people saying that after someone they’ve known for quite a while who went on to commit terrible crimes.”

Ralph said, “Yeah, I heard about that before. I just want to know for sure. As I said, the evidence seems to be thorough enough, but I think I’m missing something.”

Violet smiled, “Well, we’re here to get another side of the story from the very were creatures. I’m sure they will help you find Jerry’s friends to get a better picture of who he became before he died.”

“I’d appreciate that.”

The trio left the spaceport together.

“Bonnie, how are you feeling?”

“A little dizzy.” She got dressed. “Oh, I’m starting to show!”

“Yeah, so what? You knew this would happen.”

“Don’t you care?”

“You’re still beautiful to me and I’m well aware of some of the changes that you’ll be going through.”

“So, you won’t care if I end up fat from these boys?”

He shook his head no.

“Really?”

“You will still be attractive to me. Even I might put on some extra weight the older I get. I have no right to give you a hard time. It’s just not worth ruining what we have.”

She smiled at him. “In that case, I should stop worrying about it. I have too much to deal with as it is.”

“I’d worry if you were underweight.”

“Because it could be dangerous?”

“Yeah. That would be it and I’d be afraid I’d hurt you when I handle you.”

“I never thought of that way. Good point. At least I can keep my food down now.”

“I’m glad you can eat better now.”

“So am I. But I’m having mood swings.”

“Yeah, that’s a part of it, my love.”

“You’re taking it well.”

“I’ve been forewarned. I’m still listening and doing my best not to take it personally.” He paused to study her reaction. “You have been making legitimate complaints. I’ve done my best to help you through them.”

“I’m glad I’m having these children with you. If it was someone else, I’m afraid I’d kill him.”

He chuckled. “I’m so lucky.”

“For now.”

They both laughed.
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