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When people say ‘bee,’ they usually think of one kind.
But there are thousands.
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Chapter 1: Not Just One Bee
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When people say “bee,”
they usually think of one kind.
A small bee.
Yellow and black.
Flying from flower to flower.
But that is not the whole story.

Bees come in many shapes,
many sizes,
and many colors.
Some bees are big and fuzzy.
Some bees are tiny and quick.
Some shine green or blue.
There are thousands of kinds of bees.

And each one has a job to do.
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Chapter 2: What Makes a Bee a Bee
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A bee is an insect.

Like other insects,
a bee has six legs
and two wings.
A bee has antennae
to help it feel and smell the world.
Most bees have fuzzy bodies.
The fuzz helps pollen stick.
Bees are not flies.
Bees are not wasps.
Bees visit flowers to collect food.
As they move, pollen moves too.
That is what makes a bee a bee.
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Chapter 3: So Many Kinds of Bees
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Some bees are big and round.
Some bees are small and fast.
Some bees are yellow and black.
Some bees are brown.
Some bees shine in green or blue.
Some bees buzz loudly.
Some bees fly so quietly you might miss them.
Bees live in forests and fields.
They live in deserts and mountains.
They live in cities and gardens.
Where there are flowers,
there are bees.
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Chapter 4: Honeybees and Hives
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Some bees live together.

Honeybees live in large groups
called hives.
Inside a hive,
each bee has a job.
Some bees gather nectar.
Some bees care for the young.
Some bees guard the hive entrance.
Honeybees make honey
from the nectar of flowers.
The honey helps the hive
survive when flowers are gone.
Honeybees work as a team.
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Chapter 5: Bumblebees and Big Buzzes
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Some bees are big and fuzzy.

Bumblebees have round bodies
and soft hair.
They buzz loudly as they fly.

Bumblebees can fly
when the air is cool.
They visit many flowers,
moving pollen as they go.
Bumblebees live in small groups.

They are gentle bees,
busy with their work.
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Chapter 6: Bees That Live Alone
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Not all bees live in hives.

Most bees live alone.

A solitary bee builds her own nest.

Most solitary bees are female.

She finds a safe place,
in the ground,
in a plant stem,
or in a small hole in wood.
She lays her eggs
and gathers food for her babies.
She does not make honey.
She does not live with a queen.
She works quietly,
and she is important.
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