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“What the hell is that?” I blinked twice and stopped in midrun to take another look. 

There was definitely something there, glowing in the distance, behind a nearby rock. 

Taking my earbuds out, the sound of my inspiringly loud dance music was replaced by crickets humming and the overall background noises of traffic. Joined by my ragged breathing, I didn’t realize how hard I’d been pushing myself until now. I always liked to work up a sweat when I ran, but today was different. 

Dumped by my girlfriend a week ago, and with more work than I knew what to do at the office, this was my release. My escape. My self-punishment. I both hated and loved it at the same time. 

The feel of the wind on my face. 

The constant thump, thump, thump of my feet on the tarmac. 

The pounding of my heartbeat as I pushed myself to go faster and farther. 

It all put me in the zone. That special place where work, heartbreak, and everything else didn’t matter. It didn’t take me long to get into that headspace, but it took a lot to get me out of it. That’s why it was so strange that something as simple as a mysterious shiny object in the distance had put me off my stride.

Still, there was something about it which called to me. Made me want to get closer to it. To inspect it and see exactly what it was and why it was putting off such a strange, ethereal glow. 

Glancing around, I realized I was by myself in Central Park. That wasn’t unheard of for this late hour, but it still felt strange. Like it was meant to be. 

Creeping closer, unsure of exactly what to do, I neared the thing. Nestled in a clump of grass behind a rock, it appeared to be ‘pulsing’ with a mysterious pinky-purple glow. 

I couldn’t be sure over the noise of my remaining earbud, but it also sounded like the thing was humming. A low, constant throb that made my whole body respond. 

“What the fuck are you?” I whispered, shielding my eyes from the glow to see what kind of object created such an aura. 

On closer inspection, it didn’t appear to be anything special. Just a tennis-ball sized globe. Like a glass sphere or a crystal ball, but swirling; shapes appearing and disappearing on the surface of the thing. 

Unthinking, or perhaps just more curious than cautious, I reached out slowly to pick it up. My heart was still pounding in my chest from my run, but there was something else now. The increased pulse of excitement. Of anticipation. I had no idea what this thing was, but I didn’t doubt it was expensive. 

“Might solve some of my money problems....” With a smile, I wrapped my fingers around the strange shape and picked it up.

Instantaneously, I was hit by a bright flash. So brilliant it blinded me, destroying my night vision and making little flash bulbs dot around my vision. 

“Fuck...” I grunted, pathetically shielding my eyes with my arm, but it was too late. The damage was done. 

Somehow, for some inexplicable reason, I kept hold of the thing as I waited for my vision to return to normal. It felt cool to the touch, but gradually it felt like it was warming. A pleasant, growing sensation which started at my hand before moving down my arm and to the rest of my body. 

If I was smart, I might have thought something was happening. Something not of this world. Something I should run from immediately. 

But I didn’t. Instead, I relished the peculiar warming sensation. It joined the warmth I’d created from my run, but in a more pleasant way. In a way that made every inch of me feel good. Feel... aroused. 

Shaking my head, I stared closer at the purple crystal ball, waiting for my vision to return. When it did, the ominous glow had gone. Replaced by a constantly swirling dark liquid which moved whether the object was stationary or not. 

“Cool...” I smiled, marveling at my find, trying to dismiss my sudden, strange arousal for no reason. There was no denying that I felt more turned on than usual, and the worry was that I might be arrested for a public indecency offense if I didn’t do something about it soon. 

Not wanting to alarm anyone by jogging the rest of the way with a massive, obtrusive erection, I fought back my feelings as much as possible, deciding to end my run right now and get home as quickly as I could.

Stuffing the object into a pocket and putting my earbuds back in, I turned to head home, my mind already playing out elaborate scenarios of how I was going to spend the money I made from selling this thing and take care of the growing need in me the moment I was alone in my apartment. 
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