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Introduction

	 

	Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, ask for His help, and forgiveness from Him. We seek refuge in Him from the evil of our souls and the wicked consequences of our deeds. Whoever is given guidance by Allah ta’ala, then he will not be misled by anyone. And whoever is led astray, then he cannot be guided by anyone.

	 

	I testify that there is no Allah worthy of worship but Allah alone, He is the One, Who has no partners. And I testify that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, peace and blessings always be upon him, his family and all his Companions.

	 

	The topics that will be presented in this book are very important for every Muslim and Muslimah to know. This book will explain the obligations that must be fulfilled by the servant concerning what is ordered by Allah ta’ala in the Quran and the Hadith of our Prophet sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	Shaykh Ul Islam Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahab says (Rahimahullah) in his treatise titled “Our obligation toward that which Allah has commanded us with,”: If Allah commands his servant, seven obligations/levels/steps are obligated upon him.

	 

	(1) Knowledge of it (the command), that is learning about the commandment.

	 

	(2) Love for it (the commandment).

	 

	(3) Determination to carry out the action (implementing it).

	 

	(4) Performing the Action.

	 

	(5) The action should be done sincerely for Allah and in accordance with the Prophetic Sunnah. This is to make sure that the action is in conformity to the Islamic legislation.

	 

	(6) Being aware of any action or anything that will nullify (invalidate) the command/deed, and avoiding such an action.

	 

	(7) Being firm upon that which you have been commanded with, that is being firm in the implementation of the commanded action.

	 

	So, this treatise in front us is a great benefit and great attention is paid to it, because this treatise encompasses seven important affairs (points) obligatory upon every muslim male and female to actualize them toward carrying out the commands of Allah.

	 

	And from that which is known, is that Allah created the creation in order to worship him, and brought them into existence to obey him and single out his worship, for him alone. As Allah said:

	 

	“I did not create the Jinn and Mankind except that they should worship me.”

	[Quran Surah Adh-Dhariyat 51:56]

	 

	Before describing the various obligations, it needs to be conveyed that Allah did not create the creation without a purpose. He did not make their existence in this world a thing in vain or for play. Glory be to Allah from such an action. Allah created them in the right way and for the right purpose. Allah ta’ala says,

	 

	“He created the heavens and the earth with truth. Exalted be He (Allah) above what they associate (with Him as partners).” 

	[Quran - Surah an-Nahl 16:3].

	 

	In many verses of the Quran, Allah has purified Himself from the aforementioned idea (and action), namely creating the creation in falsehood, without purpose, and bringing their existence into this world as a play.

	 

	Allah ta’ala says,

	 

	“And We did not create the heavens and the earth and what is between them in vain (without purpose). This is the opinion of the disbelievers, so woe to those who disbelieve for they will go to hell. Should We treat those who believe and do good deeds the same as those who do mischief on earth? Or should We regard those who are pious as those who are evil?” 

	[Quran – Surah Saad 38:27-28].

	 

	In the above verse, Allah explains that this is the assumption and belief of the disbelievers that their creation is in vain, and without a purpose. They think and believe that they were created just to play and amuse themselves. That Allah created all these creatures in vain, without wisdom and purpose. Therefore, Allah says in the above verse,

	 

	“Such a thing is the assumption of the disbelievers.”

	 

	Meaning that it is the disbelievers who think badly (have sinful thoughts) of Allah, the Lord of the universe. They believe in this heretical belief (the false dogma that Allah created the creation without a purpose). This is why Allah threatens (warns) them by saying:

	 

	“Then woe to those who disbelieve for they will go to hell.”

	 

	In another verse (contrary to the assumptions of the infidels), Allah ta’ala says,

	 

	“And We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them for a (mere) play. Had We intended to take a diversion, We could have taken it from (what is) with Us- if We really wanted to do so.”

	[Quran – Surah al-Anbiya 21: 16-17]

	 

	Mankind was not created without a cause, reason, or purpose. Rather, Allah created mankind to command them and prohibit them i.e., actions/deeds. And Allah sent Messengers who brought the good news, warned their people, and called to the obedience of their lord, and singling Him out in worship.

	 

	In the Quran, Allah ta’ala praises His pious servants (who fear Him by performing His obligations and avoiding His prohibitions), His friends (Awliyaa) from among the believers, and those who are in His group, those who draw near to Allah, having an understanding that is upright, and a righteous sense. The praise of Allah ta’ala is given in relation to their main activity, namely at-tafakkur – that is contemplating the creation of the heavens and the earth, and their firm belief that all of this was not created in vain.

	 

	“Verily, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation of night and day, there are signs (of Allah's power) for men of understanding. (Men of understanding such as) those who remember Allah while standing, sitting or lying down, and they think about the creation of the heavens and the earth (saying), “Our Lord, You did not create all this in vain (without a purpose). Glory be to You, protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” 

	[Quran – Surah Ali Imran 3: 190-191].

	 

	This means that they believe that the existence of all beings, and the creation of man is not in vain. They say:

	 

	“Our Lord, You did not create all this in vain (without a purpose). Glory be to You.”

	 

	When they say this they want to convey that “we glorify You and declare You above this deed (that is falsely ascribed to You).”

	 

	“Protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”

	 

	Therefore, they said this as tawassul (a means of intercession) to Allah to seek protection from the torment of the fire of hell by declaring that Allah did not create all creatures in vain (without a purpose). Such a declaration is a great wasilah (means of appealing to Allah) that can be used by believers to perform tawassul to Allah ta’ala in order to avoid the torment of hellfire.

	 

	Great secret

	 

	There is a great secret that should be known in this matter, namely the belief (the creed) of believers that Allah the Exalted did not create the creation in vain (but for a purpose), and this will have an influence (has an effect) on their (the believer’s) actions, morals, behavior, and worship. All of them (the believers who believe that they were created for a purpose) are far away from the futile actions (amusement and falsehood) and jokes (vain talk) that are contrary to the purpose of creation of creatures (the believers realize that such futile actions are not in accordance to the purpose of their creation).

	 

	Similarly, the belief of the dis-believers (the people of Kufr) that this entire creation was created in vain (with no purpose) is reflected in their activities, morals, behavior, and worship. They are immersed (drowned) in jokes and futility until their lives are similar to or even worse than animals.

	 

	Thus, the faith and belief of believers will motivate them to earnestly and enthusiastically realize the purpose of their creation, namely worshiping Allah. Meanwhile, those who believe that all these creations were created in vain, without a purpose (that is the belief of disbelievers), then their (wrong) beliefs and assumptions will plunge them into enormous destruction in this world and in the hereafter.

	 

	Therefore, it has been said that one of the most important means of seeking (being provided with) Allah's protection from the torments of hell fire is to have firm faith that Allah did not create creatures (His creation) in vain. In fact Allah created us in truth and for a right purpose. This belief is what will lead the believer towards good deeds, and obedience that is filled with sincerity, and to worship Allah sincerely.

	 

	As for the disbelievers who have a bad opinion (sinful thoughts) about Allah have been referred to within the statement of Allah:

	 

	“This is the opinion of the disbelievers, so woe to those who disbelieve for they will go to hell.”

	(Quran – Surah Saad 38:27)

	 

	On the Day of Judgment, they will be threatened by Allah ta’ala with the punishment of hell fire and they will remain in it forever. To express the confusion of their assumptions, when they have entered hell on the Day of Resurrection and tasted the torment that is in it, wherein all the ties forged in the world have been severed, and there is no more argument that can be excused, Allah said to them (while they are in the fire):

	 

	“Then did you think that We created you in play (without any purpose), and that you will not be returned to Us? So Exalted is Allah, the True King; There is no god worthy of worship except Him, the Lord of the Supreme Throne.”

	[Quran – Surah al-Mu’minun 23: 115-116]

	 

	Anyone who pays attention to the sequence of verses (the previous verses) that accompany the above verse, which is the last part of Surah al-Mu’minun, will know that the above words are spoken by Allah on the Day of Resurrection to the dwellers of hell when they are in hell. This can be known because Allah (before this verse) mentions the condition of human beings on the Day of Judgment, where they will stand before the Lord of the universe and come to Him. They will then be divided into two groups. The group that will go to heaven, while the rest will go to hell.

	 

	The various verses above and the like contain signals for the heart, enlightenment to humans, warnings for the negligent, reminders for those who believe, and forms
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