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			Scheherazade of 1001 Nights

			TURKEY, ARABIC FOLKTALE
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			There once was a sultan who, upon his death, divided his domain between his two sons, Shahryar and Shah Zaman, and into two kingdoms. The brothers married two beautiful women and left to rule their respective domains. Although they lived far apart, they were still the best of friends and visited each other often.

			One time when Shah Zaman was visiting Shahryar, Shahryar noticed how unhappy his brother was. When asked the reason, Shah Zaman confessed he had caught his wife cheating on him with another man, and in his rage, he had killed both his wife and the other man. Now suspicious of women, Shah Zaman discovered that Shahryar’s wife was also cheating on Shahryar. Shahryar was furious. He ordered the execution of his wife and from then on married a new woman each night and killed her each morning before she could betray him.

			The kingdom trembled in fear of Shahryar’s wrath, until Scheherazade, the vizier’s daughter, volunteered to become Shahryar’s wife. When her night came, she cleverly asked Shahryar for one last wish, to see her younger sister, Dunyazad. Upon arrival, Dunyazad, prompted by her sister beforehand, begged Scheherazade for a story.

			By the light of the moon, Scheherazade told a story so witty and interesting that when dawn broke and the story was only half done, Shahryar allowed her to live another night to finish her story. In this way, Scheherazade spent 1001 nights telling stories that were romantic, epic, moralistic, ridiculous, and righteous. Through these stories, Shahryar forgot his hate, became a compassionate monarch again, and relearned how to love with Scheherazade. He taught these lessons to his brother, Shah Zaman, who also forgave, and eventually married Dunyazad.
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			The Nightingale

			CHINA, DANISH FAIRY TALE
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			Once long ago, the Emperor of China lived in a beautiful palace surrounded by beautiful gardens. Many travelers came to see the grandeur of his domain, but all agreed the most beautiful thing in the entire empire was not within the walls of the palace but in the nearby forest. For that is where the Nightingale sang with a voice so sweet and pure that all who listened could not help but stop and sigh. But though all the travelers knew this, the Emperor of China did not.

			So it came as a great surprise to him when he read about the Nightingale in some books sent to him by the Emperor of Japan. The Emperor of China quickly summoned his courtiers and ordered them to bring the Nightingale before him. But none of his courtiers knew of the bird, nor did any of their subordinates. Finally, they found a young kitchen girl who declared she knew where the Nightingale roosted. She led the courtiers to the woods, and when they found the Nightingale, they asked her to return with them. She politely agreed.

			That night the little bird was presented before the Emperor, who was surprised by her drab gray appearance. But when she began to sing, the entire court cried upon hearing the beauty of her voice. She was given a golden cage and tied with a golden string, and every day she sang for the Emperor and all his court.

			Then one day a gift from the Emperor of Japan arrived. It was a beautiful gold-and-jewel-encrusted mechanical singing bird, and the court loved it even more than they loved the little Nightingale. The true bird disappeared, and the Emperor wound up the mechanical bird over and over. But eventually the golden bird broke and the Emperor grew sick. Lying alone on his deathbed, the Emperor waited in silence as Death approached him. It was then that the little Nightingale returned and sang a song so sweet that even Death was moved and let the Emperor live.

			The Emperor thanked the Nightingale and tried to restore her to her gilded cage, but the Nightingale said that she would rather remain free to visit. And so she and the Emperor remained friends for all their days.
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			Sleeping Beauty

			ITALY, ITALIAN FAIRY TALE
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			Once upon a time, there were a king and queen who, after many years of wishing for a child, were finally blessed with a baby girl. Seven good fairies were invited to a giant party in celebration. But the royal family forgot to invite the eighth fairy, and she became furious. While six of the seven good fairies gave the baby princess gifts of beauty and virtue, the eighth evil fairy cursed her to die by pricking her finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel. The last of the seven good fairies couldn’t reverse the spell. Instead she changed the spell so that instead of dying, the princess would fall into a deep sleep and not wake until she was kissed by a true prince.

			Fearing for his daughter’s life, the king ordered every spindle in the kingdom burned. This precaution worked for sixteen years, until one day, while the king and queen were out, the princess found an old woman spinning wool in a forgotten part of the castle. Curious, the princess approached the spindle and accidentally pricked her finger. When the king and queen returned, she was already deeply asleep.

			Saddened, the king and queen ordered the princess be laid in the most beautiful bed in the tallest tower. Then the good fairies returned and put the whole castle to sleep and grew thorns and brambles all around to protect it. And so the castle and all its inhabitants lay dormant for a hundred years until a curious young prince finally approached it.

			The prince had heard rumors of the sleeping princess, and he dared to battle the brambles and scale the high walls all the way up to the princess in the tallest tower. The prince was mesmerized by her beauty, and with his kiss, she awoke. They fell in love, and as they descended the stairs, the rest of the castle woke up, too. They were soon wed, started a family together, and lived happily ever after.
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			Anansi

			GHANA, AKAN MYTHOLOGY
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			Anansi was a tricksy spider who would constantly get himself in and out of trouble. There are many, many stories of Anansi and the mischief he caused, but one of the most famous is Anansi and All the World’s Stories.

			In the beginning of the world, the Sky-Father, Nyame, had all of the world’s stories locked up possessively. Anansi the Spider thought that this was very boring. He used his sticky string to climb all the way up in the sky to Nyame’s home and asked him to sell his stories. Nyame was impressed with the Spider for reaching him when no other animal could, but he still refused to sell the stories. After debating for a while, Nyame finally agreed to give Anansi the stories if he captured and brought back the four most dangerous creatures in the world: Onini the Python, Osebo the Leopard, the Mmoboro Hornets, and the invisible Mmoatia.

			With Onini, Anansi pretended to doubt the python’s true length. He then offered to tie him straight to a stick to measure him, which subdued the python. With Osebo, Anansi dug a pit that the leopard fell into. He then offered him webbing to climb out and hopelessly tangled the giant cat in his string. With the Mmoboro Hornets, Anansi faked a rainstorm. He then offered them safety inside a hollowed-out gourd, capturing them. With the Mmoatia, Anansi made a sticky doll that ate sweets. He then manipulated the doll into being so rude that the Mmoatia slapped the doll and got stuck.

			Anansi returned to Nyame with Onini tied to a stick, Osebo caught in his web, the Mmoboro trapped inside the stoppered gourd, and the Mmoatia glued to a sticky doll. Nyame had to concede defeat and made Anansi the Master of All Stories.

			Note: Anansi’s outfit here is a Kente cloth with the pattern that reads “obi nkye obi kwan mu si,” meaning, “sooner or later you will get into the path of the other.”
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			White Buffalo Woman

			NORTH DAKOTA, LAKOTA DEITY
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			Long ago, there was no game to be found, and the Lakota Sioux were starving. The chief of the Lakota kept sending out scouts farther and farther, until one day, two of his scouts saw a beautiful young woman in white buckskin. She approached them by floating instead of walking, which caused one of the men to perceive she was waken, or holy, and deserved to be treated with respect and deference. The other man only lusted after her. He approached her arrogantly and treated her with impudence, desiring to make her his wife.

			When he touched her, he was surrounded by a cloud of white smoke. When the smoke cloud finally dispersed, only a pile of bones was left where the man had previously stood. The first man quaked in fear, but the beautiful woman reassured him, for she saw no ill motives in his heart. She told him in his own language to go back and tell his people that she was coming. The young man returned to his people and called for a council, preparing for the arrival of the divine woman.

			After four days, a white buffalo calf approached and rolled over four times. It turned black, then yellow, then red, and finally into the beautiful White Buffalo Woman. She stayed with the people for four days, teaching them sacred songs, dances, and ceremonies and giving them counsel on living as a people. On the last day, she gave the people the chanunpa, or sacred pipe, to cultivate peace and understanding. She taught them the correct prayers and taught everyone their place and roles in the sacred hoop of life. Finally she left, rolling on the ground four times. She turned into a yellow buffalo, a red buffalo, a black buffalo, and finally a white buffalo calf. As she disappeared over the horizon, a large herd of buffalo appeared, and their bodies supplied the Lakota with everything they needed. White Buffalo Woman taught that by uniting the earthly with the divine, all that was needed would be provided.

			
				[image: ]
			

			The Little Mermaid

			DENMARK, DANISH FAIRY TALE
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			There once was a little mermaid princess who lived in a beautiful castle beneath the sea. And although she had many beautiful things, what she wished for most of all was to see all the things on the earth above the waves where her fins couldn’t take her.

			One day, while the little mermaid was swimming close to a passing ship, she happened to see a handsome prince walking the deck. She was instantly charmed by his good looks and sweet disposition and then worried by the ominous storm that approached his ship.

			The vessel tried its best to withstand the storm but eventually broke apart on the crashing waves. After the weather calmed, the little mermaid found the prince’s unconscious body floating in the debris and bore him back to land.

			Leaving him safely on a beach, the little mermaid saw another girl run to his body and wake him. His first smile was for the girl, not the little mermaid, and this made the little mermaid miserable. She returned to her sea kingdom and sought the aid of the witch who lived there. She told the witch that she wanted to walk on land. The witch tried to dissuade her, telling the little mermaid her feet and legs would always hurt. The witch also warned that the magic required that the mermaid gain the love of a human; otherwise, she would die and turn into sea foam. The little mermaid agreed. As payment for the spell, the witch took the mermaid’s voice in exchange for turning her tail into legs.

			Walking for the first time on land, the little mermaid soon found her prince, fully recovered from the shipwreck. But in that time, he had fallen in love with the girl who found him on the beach. The prince befriended the little mermaid, but without a voice, she couldn’t tell him who had actually saved him. She could only watch as he married the girl, and she, still loving him, died and turned into sea foam.
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			Crane Wife

			JAPAN, JAPANESE FAIRY TALE
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			There once was a poor woodcutter who came across a beautiful crane caught in a hunter’s trap. He felt sorry for the graceful bird, so he carefully set it free. Once released, the bird looked deep into the man’s eyes before flying away.

			Days later, a lovely woman appeared at his door asking for shelter. She was so charming and beautiful that the man asked her to marry him. The mysterious woman readily agreed, for she had fallen in love with the man as well. A short time later, they were married, but life was not easy. The man was still poor, and now he tried to work twice as hard to feed both himself and his beautiful wife.

			The woman saw this and offered to make fabric to sell. She asked only that her husband never come into her room while she worked. Confused, he agreed. A few days later, his wife, looking weak and tired, presented him with the most sumptuous fabric he had ever seen. He took the work to market and sold it for a lot of money, which he was able to use to buy them many good things.

			From that day on, the couple lived well. The wife would retreat to her room and secretly work, emerging later looking a little more sickly but with fabric even more beautiful than the last. The husband would take the fabric to market and sell it for ever higher prices, returning with goods and gifts that made them very wealthy.

			Though his life was easier, the man began to worry for his wife, who was looking ever more frail. Finally, his curiosity could take no more. One night while she was working, he cracked the door open and peered in. He discovered that his wife was a crane—a crane who had been slowly and painfully plucking her own feathers and weaving them to create the beautiful fabric.

			He gasped, and she turned to see that he had learned her secret. She was angry that he broke his promise and mortified that he had seen her as a crane. And so she took flight and never returned to her husband.
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			Timbó Tree

			PARAGUAY, GUARANI LEGEND
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			There once was a man named Saguaa who was the leader of his tribe. He had a single daughter named Tacuaree whom he loved very much. They were both good people beloved by the tribe, so it was not unexpected that Tacuaree had many suitors. But Tacuaree had eyes only for a man from another tribe. Though it saddened Saguaa to have his dear daughter live so far away from him, he also respected her wishes and let her go with his blessing.

			Days, weeks, and then months passed, and still Saguaa had not heard from his daughter. He began to fear she was in danger, and finally he set out to see her. He went to the village that Tacuaree had moved to but found nothing but the remnants of ruin where thriving life should have been. The village had been attacked by an unknown enemy, and all the people were missing entirely. Distraught, Saguaa began searching for his daughter.

			The trail soon ran cold. With no other leads, Saguaa placed his ear to the ground, hoping to hear the sounds of stomping feet or other noises that could tell him where they had gone. He heard nothing, so he got up, moved on, and then stopped again, listening for anything. He never asked for help and never stopped searching.

			Months later, his tribe found him dead, still lying with his ear to the ground listening for his daughter. But a strange thing had happened. A plant had grown out of his ear. The plant grew and stretched and eventually became a tree. The tree flowered, and its fruits looked like human ears.

			From that day on, the timbó tree came to represent a father’s undying love for his daughter, for he is still listening for her to this day.
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			Mohini and Aravan

			TAMIL INDIA, HINDU EPIC MAHABHARATA
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			The Mahabharata, a Hindu mythical and historical epic, primarily documents the
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			Yoshi Yoshitani is an illustrator based in California who has done work for The Walt Disney Company, Image Comics, Valiant Comics, IDW Publishing, DreamWorks Animation, and Rebellion Publishing. Illustrator of the graphic novel Zatanna and the House of Secrets, Yoshi is currently working on a young adult graphic novel for DC Comics. Yoshi regularly appears on panels at comic book conventions such as Emerald City Comic Con, New York Comic Con, C2E2, HeroesCon, LightBox Expo, WonderCon, DesignerCon, Thought Bubble, and Dragon Con. Yoshi’s favorite stories include “The Bear King, Valemon,” “Tam Lin,” and any story with a trickster character.
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