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●  The Detroit Lions were originally founded as the Portsmouth Spartans in 1930 in Portsmouth, Ohio.

●  The Spartans joined the NFL in 1930 as an independent team.

●  In 1934, the team was purchased, relocated to Detroit, and renamed the Lions.

●  The name "Lions" was chosen as a nod to the city's baseball team, the Detroit Tigers.

●  The Lions captured their first NFL championship in 1935.

●  Detroit has hosted the annual Thanksgiving Day game since 1934, with the exception of a hiatus during World War II.

●  The Lions moved to the Pontiac Silverdome in 1975 after previously playing at Tiger Stadium.

●  In 2002, they moved to Ford Field, located in downtown Detroit.

●  The Lions' team colors are Honolulu blue and silver.

●  The 1950s were considered a golden era for the Lions, having won three NFL Championships in 1952, 1953, and 1957.

●  The team's fight song, "Gridiron Heroes," was introduced in the 1930s and is still played after every Lions touchdown.

●  The Detroit Lions were one of the four NFL teams that merged with the rival American Football League in 1970.

●  The "Fearsome Foursome" was a nickname given to the Lions' defensive line in the 1960s.

●  In 2008, the Lions became the first team in NFL history to finish a season 0-16.

●  The Detroit Lions have never made it to the Super Bowl.

●  Detroit is one of four current NFL teams that have never played in the Super Bowl, as of my last training data in 2021.

●  In the 1990s, running back Barry Sanders provided many highlights, despite the team's mixed success.

●  The Lions' mascot is named "Roary the Lion."

●  Their fan base is lovingly referred to as "One Pride."

●  The Lions are part of the NFC North division, competing with the Chicago Bears, Green Bay Packers, and Minnesota Vikings.

●  The team's rivalry with the Green Bay Packers is one of the oldest in the NFL.

●  The 1970 merger led the Lions to move from the NFL's Western Conference to the NFC.

●  Detroit's first-ever draft pick was QB Chuck Bernard in 1936.

●  They're one of the few teams to have blue as a primary team color.

●  In 1940, the Lions played their first night game at Briggs Stadium.

●  The Lions won their first postseason game in 1991, after a 34-year drought.

●  Wayne Fontes holds the record for most games coached for the Lions.

●  The Lions joined the NFL as a result of the league's expansion in 1930.

●  Detroit's first game as the "Lions" was on September 23, 1934.

●  The Lions hold the record for the most playoff losses in NFL history.

●  The team's headquarters and training facility are located in Allen Park, Michigan.

●  In 1991, the Lions achieved a 12-4 record, their best 16-game season.

●  The Lions and Browns played a series of "World Championship" games before the Super Bowl era.

●  Detroit is the only non-expansion team to have been winless since the NFL went to a 16-game schedule.

●  The Lions' main logo underwent a significant redesign in 2009.

●  The team has had multiple periods of using a live lion as a mascot during games.

●  The Lions' all-time leading scorer is Jason Hanson, who played for the team from 1992 to 2012.

●  The 2014 season marked the first time the Lions made back-to-back playoff appearances since 1994-95.

●  Detroit holds the record for the longest NFL championship drought.

●  The Lions have won a total of four league championships.

●  Ford Field has a seating capacity of 65,000 for Lions games.

●  Detroit's record for the longest win streak is 11 games, set in 1953.

●  The Lions were the last NFC team to qualify for the Super Bowl era playoffs, making their first appearance in 1970.

●  Detroit's first playoff win in the Super Bowl era came against the Dallas Cowboys.

●  Their first NFL Championship win in 1935 came just one year after moving to Detroit.

●  In 1963, the Lions defense set an NFL record by allowing only 144 points in a 14-game season.

●  The Lions have had 18 playoff appearances as of 2021.

●  During the 1940s and 1950s, the Lions and the Bears had a fierce rivalry, often contending for the division title.

●  The Lions have retired seven jersey numbers in their history.

●  The team was purchased by George A. Richards in 1934 for $7,952.08.
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Hall of Fame Players
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●  Barry Sanders, the legendary running back, played his entire career with the Lions and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2004.

●  Bobby Layne, quarterback of the Lions during their 1950s championship years, was inducted in 1967.

●  Lem Barney, the seven-time Pro Bowl cornerback, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1992.

●  Joe Schmidt, who played linebacker for Detroit from 1953 to 1965, was inducted in 1973.

●  Alex Karras, a dominant defensive tackle, was posthumously inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2020.

●  Dick "Night Train" Lane, known for his hard-hitting style, was inducted in 1974.

●  Charlie Sanders, the Lions' tight end from 1968 to 1977, was enshrined in 2007.

●  Jack Christiansen, a safety during the 1950s, entered the Hall of Fame in 1970.

●  Doak Walker, a star halfback in the early 1950s, was inducted in 1986.

●  Dutch Clark, one of the NFL's first great quarterbacks, was inducted as part of the Hall's inaugural class in 1963.

●  Yale Lary, a punter and safety, was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1979.

●  Lou Creekmur, an offensive lineman for Detroit from 1950 to 1959, was inducted in 1996.

●  Barry Sanders retired surprisingly early at the age of 31.

●  Night Train Lane set an NFL record with 14 interceptions in a 12-game rookie season in 1952.

●  Lem Barney had an interception returned for a touchdown in his very first NFL game.

●  Joe Schmidt became the Lions' head coach after his playing career, leading the team from 1967 to 1972.

●  Bobby Layne is often credited with saying the Lions wouldn't win for 50 years after he was traded — a "curse" that some fans believe.

●  Yale
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