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About the Author and this Book

Also by Bill Bennett from Philip Garside Publishing Ltd


How to use this book

Would you like a simple, quick way to engage with the Revised Common Lectionary Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel readings for each Sunday and other important days in the church calendar?

Bill Bennett’s short introductions to each Bible reading will get you started.

There are several ways you can use this book:

As a preface to the Bible reading in a service 

Before delivering each Bible reading from the lectern, read aloud the relevant short introduction given in this book.

The intention is to help congregation members to start to think their way into the meaning and significance of each Bible reading, as it is being read to them. The preacher will then usually expand on one or more of the Bible readings, given from the lectern, in their sermon or reflection.

As a courtesy, it is suggested that the person delivering the Bible readings check with the preacher that he or she is happy for the particular short introduction/s to be read. There may be times when the preacher wishes to emphasise a different interpretation of a reading and would prefer that the introduction not be given.

As a sermon spark

It is hoped that preachers will find the short introductions give them an initial idea, or spark, to set them on the way to writing a sermon. 

For personal devotional reading

In the days leading up to the next service, you can read the short introductions and the relevant Bible passages as a personal devotion that will help you engage with the readings and sermon during worship. 

If you can’t be at the service, treat the short introductions and Bible readings as your own time of worship.

In your church’s weekly news bulletin

Churches are welcome to include the short introductions in their weekly, parish news bulletins. Please credit them as shown on the copyright page.

Using the Scripture Index

The Scripture Index shows all the occasions on which a Bible reading occurs in this book. For ease of reference, the index is sorted alphabetically by the name of the book of the Bible, rather than the order in which the books appear in the Bible.

Notes on the contents of this book

Psalms

This book does not include readings from the Psalms. 

Some congregations include in their liturgy the Psalms set in the lectionary. Others use different Psalms that they think better fit with the theme/s of worship for the day. Also, congregations, if they sing or chant them, often repeat the same Psalm for 2-3 weeks so that people become acquainted with them. Some churches don’t use Psalms at all!

New Zealand Anglican Lectionary — Te Maramataka

The readings in this book mainly follow the pattern of the Anglican Lectionary — Te Maramataka used in New Zealand. 

Readers may find that are some regional, international or denominational variations in the readings set for the Revised Common Lectionary used by their local church.


Revised Common Lectionary — Year A

Advent 1

Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5

This reading from the first of the Isaiah prophets is also found in Micah. The threat of an invasion from Assyria from the north is countered by a strong call to peace between nations.

Epistle: Romans 13:11-14

Paul warns the Roman Christians, whom he has not yet met, to be ready, and dressed in the garment or mantle of Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

The notion of the climax of history, whether personal or cosmic, is signalled by the Parousia, the Second Coming of Christ. Matthew refers to the story of Noah as a similar event.

Advent 2

Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10

The first author of Isaiah celebrates and foretells the coming of a leader from the house of David. Peace among all creatures is a parable of peace being established in the political and spiritual realm.

Epistle: Romans 15:4-13

Paul urges the Roman Christians to be hospitable, quoting relevant passages from the Old Testament.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Matthew describes the ministry of John the Baptist in the wilderness.

Advent 3

Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10

In a time of political, social and spiritual uncertainty the prophet declares a message of hope and confirms the status of Mt Zion in Jerusalem.

Epistle: James 5:7-10

The writer, in expectation of Christ’s Second Coming, pleads for patience.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist, now in prison, seeks reassurance regarding the ministry of Jesus as Messiah.

Advent 4

Old Testament: Isaiah 7:10-16

King Ahaz is persuaded by the first Isaiah in 733 BC not to join an alliance to placate the Assyrian threat. Instead, Isaiah prophesies that salvation will come from ‘Immanuel,’ a leader from the lineage of David.

Epistle: Romans 1:1-7

Paul is yet to visit Christians in Rome. This reading is the opening greeting to them.

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

The gospel echoes other Old Testament stories of women whose pregnancies placed them at odds with social convention. A ‘virgin birth’ can only be inferred from Matthew’s quote from Isaiah, chapter 7, but was not initially a Christian belief.

Christmas Day

Proper 1

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:2-7

This familiar passage, uttered in the 8th century BC by the first author of Isaiah foretells a divine kingship derived from the dynasty of King David, and blessed by God. It ushers in the notion of a messianic kingship.

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14

Titus, left by Paul in Crete to build up the church there, is ordered to encourage the Christians to live their lives according to the highest moral standards.

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

This is Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus, and the angelic visitation to the shepherds telling of the birth of the Messiah.

Proper II

Old Testament: Isaiah 62:6-12

In the late 6th century BC the exiled Jews are about to return to their homeland. They must prepare for the journey and declare God’s saving grace to all people.

Epistle: Titus 3:4-7

Paul reaffirms the spiritual renewal of the Holy Spirit freely given, and the hope of eternal life.

Gospel: Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20

[As for Proper I]

Proper III

Old Testament: Isaiah 52:7-10

This passage affirms for Jews their return from Exile in the late 6th century BC and that God has brought them salvation and hope, something that all the world can witness to.

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)

The writer tells of God being revealed in a variety of ways throughout history. In the birth of Jesus, the very being of God is revealed. (The writer then selects significant Old Testament verses to show this unfolding divine revelation.)

Gospel: John 1:1-14

John sees the birth of Jesus as a sign of God’s timeless creative power which precedes all history and is now experienced in human form. The ‘Word,’ the ‘Logos,’ brings together both Jewish and Greek notions of God’s action in time and eternity.

The Naming of Jesus

Old Testament: Numbers 6:22-27

Moses offers a priestly blessing.

Epistle: 

Either Galatians 4:4-7

Paul argues that both Jew and Greek become God’s children by divine adoption.

Or Philippians 2:5-11

This reading is an early hymn or affirmation about Christ’s relationship with God the Father.

Gospel: Luke 2:15-21

The shepherds visit the stable and later the child is given the name – ‘Jesus.’ It means ‘the one who will save his people.’

The Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6

The return of the Jews from Exile is a sign to all nations to acknowledge the actions of a God who saves and restores.

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12

Paul explains to the Ephesian Christians that his ministry is principally to the peoples of all cultures. It is also a faith that comes out of his Jewish heritage.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

The visit of the Wise Men to the infant Jesus is a story with universal imagery. The created universe and the world of intellectual wisdom and knowledge pay homage to the Christ child.

Baptism of the Lord

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9

The Jews in Exile are called upon to exercise a new sort of leadership among the nations.

Lesson: Acts 10:34-43

Peter preaches to the Gentiles about the ministry of Jesus.

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus, baptised by John the Baptist, seeks complete identification with all humanity.

Epiphany 1

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9

This ‘Servant Song’ of the second author of

Epistle: Acts 10:34-43


Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17


Epiphany 2

Old Testament: Isaiah 49:1-7


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9


Gospel: John 1:29-42


Epiphany 3

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:1-4


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18


Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23


The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
(Candlemas)

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-5


Epistle: Hebrews 2:14-18


Gospel: Luke 2:22-40


4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: Micah 6:1-8


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31


Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12


5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16)


Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20


6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Either Deuteronomy 30:15-20


 Or Sirach 15:15-20


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9


Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37


7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23


Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48


8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: Isaiah 49:8-16a


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5


Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34


Last Sunday of the Epiphany

Old Testament: Exodus 24:12-18


Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21


Gospel: Matthew 7:21-29


Ash Wednesday: the First Day of Lent

Old Testament: 

Either Joel 2:1-2, 12-17


 Or Isaiah 58:1-12


Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10


Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21


1st Sunday in Lent

Old Testament: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7


Epistle: Romans 5:12-19


Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11


2nd Sunday in Lent

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-4a


Epistle: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17


Gospel: John 3:1-17


3rd Sunday in Lent

Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7


Epistle: Romans 5:1-11


Gospel: John 4:5-42


4th Sunday in Lent

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 16:1-13


Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14


Gospel: John 9:1-41


5th Sunday in Lent: Passion Sunday

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14


Epistle: Romans 8:6-11


Gospel: John 11:1-45


6th Sunday in Lent: Palm Sunday

Liturgy of the Palms 

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11


Liturgy of the Passion

Old Testament: Isaiah 50:4-9a


Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11


Gospel: 

Either Matthew 26:14-27:66


 Or Matthew 27:11-54


Maundy Thursday

Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10)


Epistle: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26


Gospel: John 13:1-17, (31b-35)


Good Friday

Old Testament: Isaiah 52:13-53:12


Epistle:

Either Hebrews 10:16-25


Or Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9


Gospel: John 18:1-19:42 


Easter Day

Lesson: 

Either Acts 10:34-43


Or Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:1-6


Epistle: 

Either Colossians 3:1-4


 Or Acts 10:34-43


Gospel: 

Either John 20:1-18


 Or Matthew 28:1-10


2nd Sunday of Easter 
(Low Sunday)

Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-32


Epistle: 1 Peter 1:3-9


Gospel: John 20:19-31


3rd Sunday of Easter

Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41


Epistle: 1 Peter 1:17-23


Gospel: Luke 24:13-35


4th Sunday of Easter

Lesson: Acts 2:42-47


Epistle: 1 Peter 2:19-25


Gospel: John 10:1-10


5th Sunday of Easter

Lesson: Acts 7:55-60


Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2-10


Gospel: John 14:1-14


6th Sunday of Easter

Lesson: Acts 17:22-31


Epistle: 1 Peter 3:13-22


Gospel: John 14:15-21


Ascension Day

Lesson: Acts 1:1-11


Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23


Gospel: Luke 24:44-53


7th Sunday of Easter 
(Sunday after Ascension)

Lesson: Acts 1:6-14


Epistle: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11


Gospel: John 17:1-11


The Day of Pentecost 
(Whitsunday)

Lesson: 

Either Acts 2:1-12


Or Old Testament: Numbers 11:24-30


Epistle: 

Either 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13


Or Acts 2:1-12


Gospel: 

Either John 20:19-23


Or John 7:37-39


Trinity Sunday — 1st Sunday after Pentecost

Old Testament: Genesis 1:1-2:4a


Epistle: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13


Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20


11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)


Related Exodus 19:2-8a


Epistle: Romans 5:1-8


Gospel: Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)


12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 21:8-21


Related Jeremiah 20:7-13


Epistle: Romans 6:1b-11


Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39


13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 22:1-14


Related Jeremiah 28:5-9


Epistle: Romans 6:12-23


Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42


14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67


Related Zechariah 9:9-12


Epistle: Romans 7:15-25a


Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30


15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 25:19-34


Related Isaiah 55:10-13


Epistle: Romans 8:1-11


Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23


16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 28:10-19a


Related 

Either Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19


Or Isaiah 44:6-8


Epistle: Romans 8:12-25


Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43


17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 29:15-28


Related 1 Kings 3:5-12


Epistle: Romans 8:26-39


Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52


18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 32:22-31


Related Isaiah 55:1-5


Epistle: Romans 9:1-5


Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21


19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28


Related 1 Kings 19:9-18


Epistle: Romans 10:5-15


Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33


20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Genesis 45:1-15


Related Isaiah 56:1, 6-8


Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32


Gospel: Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28


21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 1:8–2:10


Related Isaiah 51:1-6


Epistle: Romans 12:1-8


Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20


22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 3:1-15


Related Jeremiah 15:15-21


Epistle: Romans 12:9-21


Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28


23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 2:1-14


Related Ezekiel 33:7-11


Epistle: Romans 13:8-14


Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20


24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 14:19-31


Related Genesis 50:15-21


Epistle: Romans 14:1-12


Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35


25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 16:2-15


Related Jonah 3:10–4:11


Epistle: Philippians 1:21-30


Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16


26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 17:1-17


Related Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32


Epistle: Philippians 2:1-13


Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32


27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20


Related Isaiah 5:1-7


Epistle: Philippians 3:4b-14


Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46


28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 32:1-14


Related Isaiah 25:1-9


Epistle: Philippians 4:1-9


Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14


29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Exodus 33:12-23


Related Isaiah 45:1-7


Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10


Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46


31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Joshua 3:7-17


Related Micah 3:5-12


Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13


Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12


32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25


Related 

Either Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16


Or Amos 5:18-24


Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18


Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13


33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Old Testament: 

Continuous Judges 4:1-7


Related Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18


Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11


Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30


Christ the King (or The Reign of Christ) Sunday

Old Testament: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24


Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23


Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
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