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First-Day Jitters



Hi, my name is Will.

Today is my first day of third grade. I can’t wait to see my friends and talk about soccer camp.

There’s just one problem. Today is my little brother Steve’s first day of school, too. He’s starting kindergarten.

If you have a little brother and he’s anything like Steve, you know exactly why I’m worried.
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Mom handed us our lunches.

Mine was in a brown bag. Steve’s was in a superhero lunch box.

Steve looked at my lunch, then at his. “I want a brown bag like Will!” he cried.

As usual, Steve got what he wanted.
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“Time for school, Buster,” Steve sang out. “Let’s go!”

But Mom put a stop to that idea. She said dogs and school don’t mix. Buster could ride to school with us, but he couldn’t go inside. She called it a “compromise.”

I wasn’t sure what that meant. I guess it’s another word for “Steve gets his own way.”

In the car I set my lunch bag on my left knee. Steve set his lunch bag on his left knee.

Mom was going on and on about what a big deal Steve’s first day of kindergarten was. But I was more concerned about my first day.

I whispered to Steve, “If you see me in the hall, just walk on by like you don’t know me.”

Steve giggled. “Who are you? I don’t know you,” he said. “Hey, Mom, who’s that sitting next to Buster?”

Mom didn’t look amused.

That’s when I learned Back-to-School Lesson #1: Your mom will never see your little brother for the monster he is.
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Off to a Bad Start



When we got to school, Buster rushed toward the door. But Mom called him back and shut him inside the car. Buster howled.

“I don’t know why you’re so upset,” I told Buster. “You aren’t the one who has to go to school with your little brother.”

Mom took Steve’s hand. “I’m not a baby,” Steve complained. “I want to walk into school with Will!”

By then I was almost to the door. I pretended I didn’t hear him.

“Will,” Mom called loudly. “Please walk your brother to his classroom.”
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We walked inside. I tried to act cool and pretend Steve wasn’t there.

It wasn’t easy.

“Wow! This is great!” Steve shouted. “Hey, there are real lockers and everything!” He ran over and banged on the closest locker.
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After that, things only got worse. Steve raced through the halls. He jumped up and down. He yelped like Buster does when you accidentally step on his tail.
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People were staring at Steve like he had two heads and three arms. I had to do something.

I grabbed him. “I forgot to warn you,” I whispered. “Principal Smiley is an alien robot. If you make too much noise, her wiring shorts out. It’s horrible!”
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Steve gasped. “Really?”

Just then I spotted some of my friends walking toward us.

“Really,” I said. “You’d better get to your classroom right now or Principal Smiley might find you!”
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Nothing scares Steve. Or so I thought
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Dear Parent: ‘\m
Congratulations! Your child is taking

the first steps on an exciting journey.
‘The destination? Independent reading!

STEP INTO READING® will help your child get there. The program offers
five steps to reading success. Each step includes fun stories and colorful art.
There are also Step into Reading Sticker Books, Step into Reading Math
Readers, Step into Reading Write-In Readers, Step into Reading Phonics
Readers, and Step into Reading Phonics First Steps! Boxed Sets—a complete
literacy program with something for every child.

Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten

« big type and easy words * rhyme and rhythm * picture clues
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to
begin reading.

Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1

« basic vocabulary « short sentences « simple stories

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out
new words with help.

Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3
« engaging characters » easy-to-follow plots * popular topics
For children who are ready to read on their own.

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3

« challenging vocabulary * short paragraphs * exciting stories
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences
with confidence.

Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4

« chapters  longer paragraphs « full-color art

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books
but still like colorful pictures.

STEP INTO READING” is designed to give every child a successful
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides. Children can progress
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their
reading, no matter what their grade.

©0000

Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step!
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