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One of the most fascinating parts of reading the Bible is when we encounter strange creatures that we usually only see in the pages of mythology. Unfortunately, the Church often doesn’t deal with anything outside of the realm of tradition, even if it’s written in scripture. Let’s take a look at some of the strange creatures mention in the Bible.

Words Worth Knowing

	sa'iyr (Strong's #8163): devil, satyr.

	reem (Strong's #7214): wild ox, unicorn.

	akris (Strong's #200): locust


Reading Selection

One creature that comes up a couple of times is the satyr. In Greek mythology satyrs have the lower body of a goat and the upper body of a human. Sometimes they are depicted with horns on their head. Satyrs were known for playing music, dancing, and raping human women that wandered off into the forest. 

"But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there." - Isaiah 13:21

“The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest.” - Isaiah 34:14

The next creature we encounter is a stubborn creature referred to as a unicorn. When we think of unicorns we often think of a magical horse with a horn on its head. Some researchers suspect that the reference to the unicorn refers to the rhinoceros. This would certainly fit the context or an animal that couldn’t be tamed to do domestic labor, but the verse doesn’t provide enough information to make a determination as to what the creature is.

“Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib? Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee? Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn?” – Job 39:9-12

Perhaps the strangest of all creatures is found in the book of Job just after its mention of the unicorn. When Job questions God, The Most High responds with a series of his own questions. One line of questioning concerns a fire breathing dragon like creature that lives in the water.

“Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down? Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with a thorn? Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft words unto thee? Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant forever? Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens? Shall the companions make a banquet of him? shall they part him among the merchants? Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons? or his head with fish spears? Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more. Behold, the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand before me?” – Job 41: 1-10

“Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron. His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.” – Job 41:19-21

The last strange creature is the most controversial creature found in the Bible. In the book of Revelation it describes “locusts” that have a body of a horse, hair like a woman, the face of a man, teeth like a lion, and it only attacks people not protected by the mark of God. In Greek mythology there is an almost identical creature known as the Manticore, meaning “man eater”.

“And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.” – Revelation 9:1-11

Quick Fact

Even though they appear in the Bible, mainstream Christianity teaches that satyrs, dragons, and the Manticore are mythological creatures. Because of this, very few believers have the courage to research controversial topics out of fear of it being unacceptable to the pastor or congregation. No matter what we believe, the fact remains that the Bible does mention strange creatures that we’ve been told do not exist.

Please Leave A Five Star Review
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IF YOU ENJOYED READING this book, please leave a five star review. Your review is important because it helps our people decide if they want to buy the book. If you believe what is written in this book is important, please take a few moments to leave a review. Thanks in advance.
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