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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Kimberley Western Australia

      Caravan Tour with a Dog

      Explore Australia—our dragons are real, not just a fantasy. Our frilled neck lizard welcomes you to the Kimberley.

      

      Travelling North with Our Dog

      Let us take from it and leave behind all that is good while we make great memories from it.

      

      Kakadu Reunion

      Jarrah has spent years protecting Country as a ranger — reading the sky, tracking the water, trusting instincts passed down through generations. But he failed to read the most important signs of all: the quiet breaking of Emily’s heart.

      

      Atherton to the Coast

      The road climbed away from the warm Queensland beaches and wound through thick rainforest. As we gained height, the air turned cooler and smelled of eucalyptus. Each bend took us higher into the mountains, leaving the coast behind.

      

      Gariwerd/Grampians

      Caravan Tour with a Dog

      Seniors, gray with an ‘A’ for active nomads, Reg, Kathryn, and their travel companion, Indigo, are share this part memoir and part travel guide of a caravan tour with a dog, of Gariwerd, also know as The Grampians.
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            EXPLORE AUSTRALIA

          

        

      

    

    
      Explore Australia—our dragons are real, not just a fantasy. Our frilled neck lizard welcomes you to the Kimberley.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      There are twenty-eight varieties of dragon lizards in the Kimberley. The Frilled Lizard is the most famous and he is also easy to see in the hotter months of the year. You may see him sitting on the road. Hi is tree dwelling and easily camouflaged so you may have difficulty finding him when he isn’t basking in the sunshine.
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            MY TRIP-STOCKED CARAVAN PANTRY

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Katherine, in the Northern Territory, is a good place to restock the caravan pantry before heading off on the Victoria Highway into Western Australia. Only pack enough fresh fruit, vegetables and honey to get you to the border quarantine station for border quarantine staff will confiscate any of these items that you still have in your possession.
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            MY PANTRY ESSENTIALS

          

        

      

    

    
      Anchovies 

      Canned beans (e.g., red kidney, chickpeas, butterbeans)

      Canned tomatoes

      Canned tuna, salmon, sardines

      Capers

      Chilli sauce

      Coffee, tea and cocoa

      Cold-pressed extra virgin olive oil (EVOO)

      Couscous

      Dried beans

      Dried pasta

      Dried herbs (e.g., mixed herbs, paprika, dried basil, oregano, cinnamon, cumin, nutmeg)

      Light soy sauce

      Olive oil spray

      Olives

      Oyster sauce

      Pepper grinder full of black pepper

      Powdered milk

      Rice (basmati or brown)

      Rolled oats

      Seeds (e.g., sesame, pumpkin, sunflower)

      Sesame oil

      Stock (cartons or cubes)

      Sultanas

      Tomato paste

      Tomato-based sauces

      Untoasted muesli

      Vinegar for dressing (balsamic, red wine)

      Whey protein powder

      Freezer Essentials

      Free-range, skinless chicken breasts

      Fish fillets - not the boxed kind! (e.g., white fish, salmon)

      Lean red meat

      Frozen peas

      Frozen berries

      Multigrain, rye or soy and linseed bread

      Measuring Tools

      Kitchen scales

      Measuring cup

      Measuring spoons

      Yogurt maker and sealed packets of yogurt mix

      Fridge Essentials: Buy fresh fruit and vegetables to last to the WA border.

      Cheese

      Meat for sandwiches

      Parmesan cheese (strong flavoured so you use less)
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            GRAY NOMAD CARAVAN TOUR WITH A DOG
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            ABOUT GRAY NOMAD

          

        

      

    

    
      This Gray Nomad Guide to the Kimberley—listed by Lonely Planet Guide as the 2nd most beautiful and desirable region in the world—will keep you on well-maintained roads, where you are unlikely to damage your precious towing vehicle and caravan and where you can take your dog on a lead.

      

      Gray Nomad: About Us.

      My husband Reg is in his seventies and I’m in my sixties. We both developed a passion for travel in childhood. We spent out courtship touring together. We love the touring life and nature.

      My name is Kathy Shell, the fine artist. I also go by the pen names Ryn Shell, the fiction writer of the The Stolen Years series, and Reg and just to confuse everyone except me, call ourselves “Gray Nomads” and spell Gray with an A for Active Nomad.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      We have been travelling together and have been married for forty-six years. Indigo is our current four-legged companion. She is now eight years old and has lived her life travelling in a caravan and loves it.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      We bought our current rig—a Toyota 4WD Workmate Troop Carrier and an off-highway, en-suit model Ecotourer Slipstream caravan—for our ruby wedding anniversary trip around Australia, and we have been travelling nearly full time ever since. I am fortunate that my painting and writing career has always fitted in around travel. Reg is my capable proofreader, and the fisherman of our touring team.
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      This Kimberley tour followed an excursion in the Northern Territory up through Central Australia toward the top end. We stayed at Katherine for a month enjoying the gorge scenery and the hot springs.

      Following another swim in the hot springs in Katherine, Northern Territory, we took the Victoria Highway and stopped at a pretty overnight roadside camp, just 59 kilometres out of Katherine. We then headed off toward Western Australia early the next day.
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      We proceeded toward the Kimberley from the Northern Territory, leaving Katherine in late July after spending June camped near and enjoying the Katherine Hot Springs. August is the perfect time of year to tour the tropical regions of Australia, as this is the driest month, when road conditions are likely to be at their best.
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            VICTORIA RIVER CROSSING
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      Victoria River.

      The Victoria River Crossing is a stunningly beautiful location 194km west of Katherine. The low sandstone escarpment backdrop and river provide the perfect location for travellers to rest at the well-appointed roadhouse and campground situated near the location where the highway bridge crosses the Victoria River.

      Most of this region is in the eastern section of the Jutpurra National Park, so whilst there are many more camping areas throughout this region, they may not be suitable for travellers with dogs. This eBook will strive to show places you can go (at the time of writing) with your pet.

      Please check at the Victoria River Roadhouse for the latest information on walking tracks and campgrounds, as the conditions and rules concerning pets may change.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      GREEN TREE FROG.

      I confess, a long time ago I was an uneducated southern Australian who leapt from the public toilet screaming, upon discovering that I shared not only the toilet cubicles with little green tree frogs that began pupping out from everywhere to watch my ablutions but to my consternation they were in the toilet bowl itself.

      Of course, I take sharing houses, and especially bathrooms and toilets, with the charming green tree frog as a part of the tropical experience. I love that they are always there, popping out behind the cubical, toilet roll and washbasin and in your shower to greet you. Always grinning. Wonder what they are thinking.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      Quarantine restrictions apply if journeying from the Northern Territory, so this is where you can gift your fruit, vegetables and honey to travellers leaving Western Australia.

      Reg and I like to stay at Victoria River Crossing Roadhouse Caravan Park for a few days so that we can walk and enjoy the scenery. The roadhouse is well equipped for travellers, with a shop, bar and restaurant.

      You can venture out from here on fishing and boat cruises or helicopter flights over the incredible landscape. It is worth taking a scenic flight to view the magnificent Ord River Valley, Lake Argyle and the Bungle Bungles.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      THE MAGNIFICENT ORD RIVER VALLEY.

      There are nine species of kangaroos/wallabies in the Kimberley region. Big reg kangaroos are seen in the southern parts of the Kimberley. The Agile Wallabies frequent the region around Lake Argyle and are also called Kimberley Wallaby) or Antelopine Wallabies. The smaller rock wallaby are seen on the rocky cliffs around in the Kimberley gorges. You might spot on a cruise on the Ord River or  Lake Argyle.
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      ROCK WALLABY
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      VICTORIA RIVER CROSSING
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            LAKE ARGYLE AND ORD RIVER SCHEME

          

        

      

    

    
      A wonderful introduction into Western Australia, when travelling from the Northern Territory, is the scenic side trip, all on sealed roads, into Lake Argyle.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      LAKE ARGYLE.

      It is certain that no photo will do justice to the size of the lake.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      While at this location, you may want to consider adding one of the many travel options to your trip, such as a scenic cruise up the magnificent Ord River from Kununurra, a scenic flight in a floatplane from Kununurra or even a helicopter flight.

      The closest town to Lake Argyle is Kununurra—one of the youngest towns in Australia and a service centre for East Kimberley’s growing tourism, agriculture and mining industries. If you stay in the nearby caravan park, you can usually find another dog owner to reciprocate dog-minding duties so you can take advantage of an occasional guided tour.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      FRESH WATER CROCODILE

      Crocodile numbers and sizes are increasing.

      

      While at Lake Argyle or any of the waterways of top end Australia, there are a few safety tips to remember the prime activities where people put themselves at risk.

      Don’t fish close to the water’s edge.

      Never clean fish close to the shore or after dark.

      Don’t allow dogs and children to play unattended near a river.
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            GEMSTONES

          

        

      

    

    
      While visiting Lake Argyle and Kununurra, you may wish to examine the colourful Argyle diamonds.
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      ARGYLE DIAMONDS
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      See the amazing zebra rocks, which are gradually being chipped away from their only known place of existence on this earth to be sold to tourists.

      With an average water volume of 5,797,000 megalitres, Lake Argyle replaced the massive Argyle Downs Cattle Station to become the largest reservoir in Australia and environment-changing structure in Australia. The area around the lake, with its constant source of water, has become a haven for birdlife.

      Certainly, there needed to be water for the dry season, but the sheer volume of water stored, for the use it is put to, is staggeringly out of proportion. It has southern Australians, often faced with drought, looking enviously to Lake Argyle and wondering if the water from the top end of Australia’s wet season might not somehow be diverted across the enormous inland to the cities in the south.

      Kununurra is well supplied with irrigation water due to Lake Argyle, and many nomads settle into one of the caravan parks in the region and stay for at least a week; many stay for the entire dry season. Fresh produce at good prices is readily available in Kununurra due to the 150 square kilometres of farmland under irrigation in the East Kimberley region.

      Nature received the blame (the Magpie Geese were made the scapegoat) for the failed attempts to grow rice in Australia.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      MAGPIE GEESE.

      When they applied rice-growing strategies that worked in other countries, they failed to take into consideration the soil types and weather conditions unique to Australia.

      A natural predator for the eggs of the magpie geese is the Mertens’s monitor lizard. There are many varieties of monitor lizards found in northern Australia. They are active foraging and opportunistic predators of aquatic and reptilian species. Don’t leave food out around your campsite. Wildlife is best observed from a distance.

      If you restrain your dog, tread softly in the Kimberley region, leave nothing other than footprints and take nothing aside from photographs, you should have many opportunities to view nature up close.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      

      Black Kite, underside feathers accentuated in morning sunlight.

      The Black Kite has a forked tail and narrow pointy wings. It is similar at first glance and from a distance to the wedge tail eagle though it is smaller at  - Length 48-54cm. You will see this slender hawk in Central and Northern Australia. They scavenging for food and soar in thermals.
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      MERTENS’ MONITOR LIZARD.
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            BIRDS
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      WEDGE TAILED EAGLE

      The Wedge Tailed Eagle is a magnificent, powerful dark brown eagle with a long tail shaped to a wedge like point. It is 88cm-105cm with long fingered wings and feathered legs. You can see it in the sky circling in the thermals above the tops of ranges or regally in dead trees near the roadside and feeding on road kill.

      They soar to great heights, and live in deserts, mountains or forest wilderness regions of Australia, from the Kimberley, Central Australia, Cape York, Tasmania and Arnhem Land as well as Southern New Guinea.
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      WEDGE TAILED EAGLEWEDGE TAILED EAGLE
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      BARN OWL

      A nighttime hunter, widespread where there is bush land in Australia, the barn owl’s black eyes peer out from a beautiful heart-shaped pale face.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      BARKING OWL

      Dingos, the Australian wild dog, howl. They do not bark. If you hear ‘woof woof’ in the the night it might be a toad or a barking owl.

      

      The barking own is a 35-40cm length, muted grey-red-brown owl with a white speckled chest and dark brown back and wings. It has white and grey feathers around the eyes and beak and distinctive bright yellow eyes.
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      DOUBLE-BARRED FINCH

      These striking 10-11cm long finches are found throughout northern and eastern Australia. Their vivid white chest is contrasted by the striking black band around the eyes and upper breast. They have speckled brown plumage extending along the back to the top of the head and a thin black tail. You are most likely to find them on the ground, feeding in pairs, in amongst native grasses. grassland.
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      Pink Galah is another bird you may see during your visit to the Kimberley
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            JUTBURRA (FORMERLY GREGORY) NATIONAL PARK
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      BOAB TREES IN JUTBURRA (FORMERLY GREGORY) NATIONAL PARK

      This is a place I love. In am thrilled to know that in May 2010 the park was returned to its traditional Indigenous owners and renamed Jutburra National Park.

      Travelling north and then slightly east from Victoria River Roadhouse, you will find wonderful, private bush land camp spots in the Jutburra National Park. This is the Northern Territory's second largest national park, a spectacular 13,000 square kilometre wilderness area starting 200 km west of Katherine.
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      KAPOK TREE: COCHLOSPERMUM FRASERI.

      When we arrived in the Kimberley the kapok trees were in flower. Their brilliant yellow blossoms always look so cheerful. There is a lot of yellow in the bush land—yellow wattle and yellow pea-shaped wildflowers—which contrasts beautifully with the red and blue-violet ranges, and the red rocks and soil.

      Both the Kapok flower (which is high in vitamin C) and the taproot (which is roasted) are used as traditional bush tucker (bush food). The roots are also pounded and used in traditional bush medicine to treat sores.

      The Kapok is one of the few Australian native deciduous trees. Its leaves fall in winter, before the flowers fully open. At that stage they are pollinated, and the large, globular, green, papery fruit develop, which eventually turn brown and split along the seams to release their small black seeds.

      What remains in the split seedpod is a dense mat of fine silky hairs, which is the material that is harvested for use in kapok pillows. I knew these pillows from my childhood. Kapok pillows are not seen in stores in Australia these days, as apparently the fibre is highly flammable and perhaps more suited for use as a fire starter.
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            BATS

          

        

      

    

    
      Northern Territory Government Health Department warns -Hands off Bats’.
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      All Territorians, especially Katherine residents in proximity to bat colonies, are being warned to keep clear of bats, as they may be carrying a disease that can kill humans.

       ‘It is best to assume that all bats are carrying the potentially fatal Australian Bat Lyssavirus, which can be transmitted by bat saliva through bites and scratches,’ Dr Vicki Krause, Director of the Centre for Disease Control, said.

      ‘The virus is a close relative of the rabies virus and was first identified in Australia in 1996. Since then, two people have died from it.’

      Dr Krause advises taking quick action in the event of coming into contact with a bat. 

      ‘If a bat scratch or bite occurs, wash the wound thoroughly for a minimum of five minutes with soap under running water. Cover the wound and seek medical attention immediately, as vaccination is effective if given straight away.’

      ‘The virus can also be transmitted when there is direct contact between bat saliva and a person's ears, nose or mouth. If this happens, quickly flush the area with water and seek immediate medical help.’

      Don’t worry, if you don’t leave food out at night, the bats should not come near you. If you encounter an injured bat, do not attend to it yourself. Instead, you should call a National Parks Ranger to deal with it. They are interesting to watch as they hang upside down in the trees and soar through the sky at sunset. Enjoy them as a beautiful part of nature, in nature, and not in the hand.

      These bats are essential to the ecology of the region and are responsible for the distribution and germination of many tropical plant species. This area includes traditional the lands of several Indigenous Australian groups. Victoria River Crossing is a slice of paradise. We stopped and had our lunch there and admired the ranges and escarpment behind the magnificent Victoria River. The foliage was so lush and green-gold at that time of year.

      Our drive through the eastern section of the park proceeded along the Victoria Highway from Katherine and followed the dramatic sandstone escarpment that flanked the side of the road for much of the way.
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            BOAB
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      THE AUSTRALIAN BOAB, ADANSONIA GREGORII.

      Distinctive boab trees appear in the landscape as you approach the Victoria River. Gregory National Park is the ideal place to view them.  While a lot of the park is made up of remote four-wheel-drive tracks, there are a sufficient number of two-wheel-drive areas, large caravan parking bays and plenty of areas described as 'the carparks,' that allow for the walking of your dog on a lead (of up to one-and-a-half meters) within these areas.

      You will continue to see these distinctive trees and appreciate the diversity of their varied shapes as you travel across the Kimberley from Kununarra to Broome.

      We took many walks beside the Big Horse Creek and the Victoria River and even saw crocodiles on the banks. Also, from the high vantage point above, where the creek meets the river, we saw the most spectacular sunset.
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      BOAB TREE, ADANSONIA GREGORII AT SUNSET.
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      THE AUSTRALIAN BOAB, ADANSONIA GREGORII.
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            TIMBER CREEK

          

        

      

    

    
      On a previous occasion we stayed at Timber Creek and took the Victoria River evening cruise. We observed a couple who were watching a crocodile from the bridge. We had to rescue their dog (who was tied to their caravan) when we spotted another crocodile climbing the bank towards it. Fortunately, crocodiles do not move quickly over long distances on land, and we had plenty of time to retrieve their dog.

      Timber Creek is the only place our dog has ever picked up a tick. I carry a tick remover with me. It is a long way between vets, when you cross the Kimberley. To avoid a potential problem, keep a close eye on your pets or leave them at home.

      The most appealing feature of our camp was that it faced towards the bush. It was so private. It was a wonderfully relaxing few days. I began making some new art cards for my exhibition at Kununurra. I also read and wrote a little as Reg relaxed with a good novel or two. The campsite cost was reasonable ($3.30 per person, per night, (2009) honesty system) and had clean composting toilet block and fresh, clean running water.

      No swimming is allowed and fishing is only permitted from high vantage points and from boats—hands well inside—as this is definitely big crocodile country.
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      It was a perfect place to walk, run, jump and generally exercise between relaxing and just enjoying the bush, the starlit evenings, the wildlife, the dingo howling in the evening and to view the reclusive wallabies around dawn and the abundant bird life.

      In crocodile country, don’t leave the dog outside at night. Also, keep your dog out of long grass not only as an extra protection against ticks, grass seeds and snakebite but also to protect wildlife.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Dingo
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            WYNDHAM
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      Fascinating natural features—such as the green waterhole, shown in the photo above—may be seen just off the main road into Wyndham and the Cockburn Range can be viewed in the distance. Reg and I both loved the drive north toward Wyndham—the oldest and northernmost town in the Kimberley region of Western Australia. I loved the iron rooftops and red-earth roads.

      Wyndham is situated on the southern tidal waters of the where the King, Pentecost, Durack, Forest and Ord Rivers meet. It has all the charm of a small frontier town. It was established in 1886 on the tidal banks of the Cambridge Gulf at the foot of Mt Bastian, which boasts a fantastic lookout (Five Rivers Lookout) on the summit 335m above sea level. The road to the lookout is steep and winding. I’d suggest you don’t tow a large caravan the lookout. There also might not be adequate parking for a large rig at the lookout.

      The surrounding countryside is said to be inhospitable to man but the largest habitat for the rare gouldian finch.
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      GOULDIAN FINCH
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      Bastion Lookout provides sweeping vistas of the surrounding country, and Reg and I drove up the mountain to view, from above, the five major rivers, King, Penticost, Durack, Forrest and Ord, that flow into the Cambridge Gulf. We stayed until dark.
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      FIVE RIVERS LOOKOUT, AT WYNDHAM.

      Five Rivers Lookout

      The strangest thing happened around nightfall. We had a florescent tube in the car and when I touched it, it lit up. Reg tried touching it, but nothing happened. However whenever I touched it, the tube lit up. There had to be something in the air or ground I wasn’t aware of, or perhaps I was simply charged with the excitement of the wonderful evening on a mountaintop in the top end of Australia.
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      A VIEW FROM FIVE RIVERS LOOKOUT, WYNDHAM AUSTRALIA.

      We walked, absorbing the heritage of the town. The courthouse had been turned into a museum, open to the public, run by the Wyndham Historical Society. We highly recommended this side trip to relatives doing the around Australia trip in their caravans. They went to Wyndham and couldn’t understand what we saw in the place. Well…I still remember the views and the experience and would not have bypassed it and now accept that everyone sees something different; tastes are not all the same in regard to the types of things we seek when travelling.
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            KUNUNURRA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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      Kununurra is a town of exquisite beauty. One of the spectacular features of the town is Elephant Rock or the Sleeping Buddha. This large rock formation is easily seen from the banks of Lily Creek in Kununurra and is named due to two unique rock features.  From one angle, it appears as Buddha in repose and from a southern angle (Packsaddle area), an elephant's head is definable.
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      KUNUNURRA.

      You can easily use Kununurra as a long-term holiday destination, as there are so many scenic attractions to visit.

      We timed our visit to Kununurra to coincide with the Kununurra Show and set up a stall there, earning our travel costs by exhibiting art. This was the moment when Gray Nomads became Gray Gypsies and had a wonderful time getting to know the locals, rather than spending most of our time with travellers. We love working and meeting the local people within a community.
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            GIBB RIVER

          

        

      

    

    
      Before leaving Kununurra to travel across the Kimberley, stock up on fresh produce, as it will be some time before you find quality and prices this good. Visit the Kununurra Tourist Centre for the latest information on the region. When we were there, they did have some good publications on local and further afield tours. As this is the tropics, road conditions and facilities may change more frequently than in southern Australia.
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      If you are interested in traveling via the Gibb River Road, this is the place to find out if your rig, caravan or touring vehicle is suited to the journey.
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      Allow at least five days to make the trip via Gibb River Rd (see next photo) from Kununurra to Broome.
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      FLOODED RIVER ALONG THE GIBB RIVER ROAD.

      There are some magnificent waterholes along the way. Consider leaving the caravan behind, in storage, for this optional route across the Kimberley. We took the route across the Kimberley region via the sealed road. If you are going to Kununurra and Broome, the scenery, when you get out of the town of Kununurra, is just awesome; not to be missed.
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      There are places where you can store your caravan, if you would like to venture off highway without risking the caravan. A setup I have always admired, for its great design, is the rooftop tent.  Perhaps this is best suited to those who are happy to live with less comforts than a caravan provides, but for those who love adventure and do not mind the setup and stairs to climb, there is the advantage of being able to go places where it might not be advisable to tow the caravan. I would advise using one of these for a tour of the Gibb River Road and the Northern Kimberley.

      Rooftop tents mount on top of a wagon or car and have a tent-style living area that folds out at the side or the back of the vehicle. It folds back down over your own bed, like a pack-rack bag, when you travel.

      It might not have the comforts of a caravan, but it allows you access to four-wheel-drive-only country, and it is a lot safer to sleep in an elevated bed than one on the ground.
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      SMALL WATERFALL IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
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      EXPLORING A KIMBERLEY RIVER GORGE.
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      EMMA GORGE IN THE KIMBERLEY REGION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
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      GEIKIE GORGE

      If you leave your caravan behind, in store and take the 4xwheel experience of the Gibb River Road, take the cruise along the Fitzroy river in Geikie Gorge National Park, part of the Kimberley region in north Western Australia. There are numerous gorges accessible by 4xwheel and boat from along the Gibb River Road. Having shown a sampling of what’s on offer there, I’ll head back to the main highway and the easily accessible places.
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            CANE TOAD CONTROL

          

        

      

    

    
      NIFTY THE CANE TOAD SNIFFER DOG.
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      In 2009, we met Nifty. I am sure there are more dogs like Nifty, as well as many humans, actively striving to stop the spread of the cane toad. I once inadvertently packed a mouse in my car, so I know how easily one could unwittingly introduce cane toads to a new part of Australia. It is, therefore, worth sharing this cautionary tale about not packing unwanted vermin hitch hikers when loading the vehicle.

      If you cross into Western Australia from the Northern Territory, you may meet Nifty the Cane Toad sniffer dog.  At the border quarantine station, people are asked to open their caravans and car boots for inspection and asked to hand over all fruit, vegetables, honey and containers that may have stored these items.

      I have heard of very dirty vehicles being held at the quarantine stations and not allowed to be moved until they have been cleaned at the owner’s expense. Most vehicles are clean enough. The quarantine stations are not excessively fussy. They are primarily concerned with those vehicles encrusted with seed containing dirt that requires cleaning.

      There is a serious burr infestation in North West Kimberley, and large areas are in quarantine as a result. In addition, a lot of fungal disease is introduced by travellers and can be almost impossible to eradicate. As a consequence, the Western Australian border quarantine is strict and has protected Western Australia from many pests that have gained the upper hand in Eastern and Central Australia.
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      TOXIC CANE TOAD

      The cane toad is currently one of the biggest threats to the ecology of north Western Australia; it has already crossed the border and is close to Kununurra.  The Kununurra community organise an annual cane toad muster and encourage everyone to join in on the annual hunt and destroy mission to keep the vermin out of the town in an attempt to slow down its entry into the pristine wilderness beyond the town.

      Meanwhile, researchers work overtime striving to find a way to control the pest. Currently they are working on biological control using nematodes. There is some hope that a few animals may, after initially reducing in numbers when the poisonous cane toad enters their area, might still survive extinction by developing a learned aversion to the cane toad and avoiding it.

      If you travel with a dog, don’t leave a bowl of water outside for the dog overnight as the cane toad can poison the water. If your dog then drinks the contaminated water, he can become ill. Needless to say, the toad itself is very poisonous to your pets.

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      CANE TOAD

      We are about to leave Kununurra and head west, staying at free campsites on the Orr River beside Mary Pool. Then, with the permission of the private property land owner, we will stay beside a bird-filled billabong. These free campsites in the Kimberley will be one of the most enjoyable stretches of our trip.

      One of the best bonuses of having been an exhibitor at the Kununurra Show was staying on the Kununurra Show grounds for a week, free of any camp site fee. We were provided with free use of large automatic washing machines and a 10% discount in the town for many services, including our Toyota Troop Carrier thirty-thousand maintenance service, because we were staying in what they called the 'overflow' area of the caravan parks.

      Personally, if I were not staying at the show grounds, I would not stay in any of the caravan parks, as nice as they may be, because we just don't 'go country' by having another caravan as our view. At 'home' on our summer cottage retreat, we have rural scenery all the way to the horizon, viewed through our own cottage garden, and we don't leave that behind to go to places where we would feel more hemmed in.

      We are self-sufficient with solar power and en suit, (toilet and shower room) so we do not need caravan park facilities. We prefer to be closer to nature than we usually are able to be in a caravan park. We use Camps Australia Wide as our guide to places where you can stay in bush camps, and we look for locations that allow dogs, are suitable for larger rigs and that have scenic locations.  

      If you are not self-sufficient, you might look for the sites that have toilets or even the low-fee sites with showers. The book tells me if a campsite will be in mobile telephone-connection range. Many roadhouses offer showers for the traveler for a modest fee.  I love the shower in our van, and I can usually refill the water tanks at the service stations while Reg fills the car with diesel fuel.
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      SULPHUR CRESTED COCKATOO

      Most areas of Australia where there are people, as the cocky has a long memory of where to get a free handout, the Sulphur Crested Cockatoo has found a home. These 44-49cm long, birds have long bright yellow crest on the top of their head and a white body, with dark brown eyes. In the Kimberley they eat the seeds from native fruits & wattle seeds. They also like to raid home orchids and scavenge at picnic areas.
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      I have been asked to recommend caravan parks, but I can’t help with such advice. We are not your average Gray Nomads, as we rarely use caravan parks.   We do occasionally stay at one, but there needs to be a very specific reason. Usually it is because we want to use the natural hot springs within or beside the park.   

      When we complete the trip through the Kimberley. We will proceed south to and through the Pilbara, then southwest through the wildflower way in Western Australia, and then back over the Nullarbor over the next few months and don't plan to use a caravan park again for the rest of this year.

        I always look for and love the alternative to being surrounding by vans from which another person's choice of TV or radio may blare into my ears as I try to write.   On the Kununurra Show grounds we had our van parked on spacious green grass. There was room for the dog to chase a ball, and I had unbroken views to the right of me of a large clump of boab trees. To the right front was a spreading Frangipani in bloom and in front of that, a large expanse of green oval.  This area is classified as the 'overflow'; it is the place you can book into, within the town, when all the caravan parks are full.  

      Give me the 'overflow area' any day. The caravan park opposite might be 5-star standard (I would not know), but I prefer the spaciousness of the 5-million star non-caravan park locations we find to set up in. It's a great life. We often say to each other, 'Where will we live tonight?'

      Moving from one beautiful place to another, staying and enjoying each one for a week or so, then moving on to the next is the Gray Nomad lifestyle we love. Many sites are designated as 24 hour or 48 hour only stays; that's where having the latest Camps Australia Wide book is a huge help on a tour where you want to see more nature than neighbours.

       It is just as well we are all different in taste, for there can be several thousand tourists in town in Kununurra at the same time, most booked into local Kununurra Caravan Parks, which stay full for most of the duration of the dry season. Income for the parks is around $30 per van, per night (2009). That's a huge input into the local economy. Obviously, more people like to travel that way than like to go bush. If this were not the case, Reg and I and others like us would not get our favourite camp sites by the billabongs and rivers.

      Free camping beside these rivers and Billabongs in the Kimberley and the Pilbara regions of Western Australia are amongst Reg’s and my most memorable and joyous experiences in recent years.
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      BILLABONG IN THE KIMBERLEY REGION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            18

          

          
            PURNULULU NATIONAL PARK: BUNGLE BUNGLES
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      PURNULULU
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      Many places in the Kimberley have become more accessible to travelers than they were when Reg and I last journeyed though the region in 2009. Having seen rock formations similar to these elsewhere, we did not detour to view the Bungle Bungles. Also, at the time, we did not have anywhere safe to unhitch the caravan and make a four-wheel-drive day tour into the Purnululu National Park or a place where someone could mind our dog.

      There is a Bungle Bungle Caravan Park, which is accessed by taking the turn off to Purnululu National Park on Mabel Downs Station, 750m from the highway. It’s owned and run by the station owners. The road to the caravan park should be accessible for 2WD in the dry season.
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      PURNULULU

      There is powered and unpowered caravan camping, a bush restaurant open for breakfast and dinner, and you can even arrange caravan storage so that you can take your own 4WD tour into the Bungles. You can also take one of the day tours to or flights over the Bungles. These extras can prove expensive for the average caravanning family or Gray Nomad pensioner caravaner. Since Reg and I choose not to deliberately drive our 4WD into conditions where we might have major problems, we would leave driving into the Bungles to the experts and take one of the tours offered from the caravan park.
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      PURNULULU

      During past trips around Australia, we stopped from time to time to sell our art and crafts in order to assist with the fuel costs. This allowed us to treat ourselves to one costly cultural or nature experience per trip that we would not have otherwise experienced without becoming a part of a group package tour.
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      BUNGLE BUNGLE, PURNULULU NATIONAL PARK
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