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​1. Foreword
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Nuclear War?: Putin's Self-Restraint In The Ukraine War?

How close is the world to the dreaded nuclear war of WW3?

Could it have started from the Russia-Ukraine proxy war?

Is the West, especially the EU, becoming desensitized about the risk of nuclear war?

Did Russian president Putin save the world from nuclear Armageddon?

Who deserves the Nobel peace prize?

Putin?

Trump?

Or both?
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​2. Fortunes Of War
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When Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022 in response to the creeping eastward expansion of NATO to the Russian borders, a great proxy war between the West and Russia erupted.

The West responded with massive supplies of lethal weapons to Ukraine and the USA marshalled all the Western nations to impose brutal and hugely debilitating sanctions against Russia in all the international financial, banking, trading, economic and political arenas aimed at destroying the Russian economy and the Russian war machine.

These sanctions evolved into a set of restrictions and controls that include the freezing of Russian assets in the West as well as Russian ships and trading routes.

At the height of these sanctions in 2024, and in the stalemated and grinding war in Ukraine, and facing successful Ukrainian counter invasion into Russian Kursk in August 2024, the situation looks grim for Russia, especially with the loss of large numbers of Russian troops and military equipment.
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​3. Putin's Choice
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In desperation, Putin could have unleashed Russia's nuclear weapons to even the score.

This would have terrible consequences for all.

He could have followed the example of president Truman in ordering the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to hasten the end of WW2, and ordered the use of Russia's formidable nuclear arsenal against Ukraine.

He could have used tactical nuclear weapons to obliterate the convoys and warehouses of the large amounts of western weapons supplied to Ukraine at the border of Poland.

He could have obligated Kyiv.

He could have obligated Kharkiv.

He could have obligated Lviv.

He could have chosen a time when there is a prevalent westward wind to drop the nuclear bomb on Lviv so that the lethal radiation fallout will drift directly towards Poland and the northern Baltic neighbors that have been most belligerent towards Russia.

But he didn't.
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​4. Why?
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Putin must be acutely aware that the use of nuclear weapons to turn the tide will have terrible consequences, including retaliation by the USA, UK and France in responding with nuclear strikes against Moscow and major Russian cities.

That would mean WW3 and the mutual assured destruction or MAD.

Perhaps Putin exercised incredible self-restraint in not using nuclear weapons in the vicious war also because of sentimental reasons - after all, he views Ukraine as an integral part of the Russian identity where the Russian state Kievan Rus’ was first originated.

But a man in desperation can do anything. A nation facing total defeat and destruction can very easily decide to risk it all and go for MAD.

That is why desperate people do desperate things.

So why did the USA and the West push Russia so hard to the brink?

Why do the West think that Russia can be pushed into total collapse and bankruptcy without triggering a nuclear war?

And why did Putin shrink from MAD?

All this is worthy of deep reflection by all concerned.
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​5. How Nuclear Holocaust Was Averted
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So, how did the world escape nuclear holocaust?

Is there a lesson for all nations that dabble in conflicts and brinkmanship?

Must we get so close to a nuclear catastrophe before we pull back?

Was Putin at the brink of ordering the nuclear bombing of Kyiv?

What a nightmarish scenario would that be?

So, what happened?
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​6. West's Failure To Sink Russia
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Perhaps the world has to be thankful that the combined effect of the humongous western weapons supplies to Ukraine and the severe sanctions against Russia did not sink Russia as they were meant to.

Perhaps the quiet support of China and the rest of the world in the support they provided to Russia have blunted the West's incredibly damaging onslaught. This was evident from the early UN resolutions about the war at the UN general assembly that did not go the way that the West wanted. Of the 193 member countries, 141 voted against the war, 45 sanctioned Russia, and 29 armed Ukraine.

After 3 full years of the Ukraine war, perhaps Putin was not so desperate after all, because his military forces had somehow managed to withhold the Ukrainian counter-offensive and even turned the tide by reclaiming in early 2025 much of the Kursk region that was captured by Ukraine in August 2024.

The world will never know how fortunate that was - how fortunate that Putin had prevailed over Zelensky's misadventures.

The alternative scenario of a completely desperate and hopeless Putin was unthinkable nuclear devastation and WW3.
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​7. UN Resolutions Of 2025
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Clearly, Russia was not without friends.

Indeed, most of the developing world do not support the West's brutal sanctions against Russia and the West's massive weapons supplies to Ukraine.

Quite obviously, the West's drastic, vengeful and self-serving actions against Russia were hurting every country in the world.

And, with the new US president Trump in 2025, USA has started to press for the end of the West’s proxy war against Russia and shifted US foreign policies to mend fences with Russia.

As an indication of the diversity of views among nations worldwide and the new realities, at the UN General Assembly of February 2025, the US draft to end the Ukraine war without blaming Russia was adopted with 93 in favour, eight against and 73 abstentions. But member states also voted to add the European Union amendments blaming Russia for invasion with a lower margin of 60 in favour, 18 against and 81 abstentions.

More significantly, in the UN Security Council, the European amendments were voted down and the original US draft resolution was passed without any changes with 10 in favour (Algeria, China, Guyana, Pakistan, Panama, Russia, South Korea, Sierra Leone, Somalia, USA), 5 abstentions (Denmark, France, Greece, Slovenia, UK), and none against.

There is obviously a great divide of opinions between the anti-Russia West and the rest of the world.
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​8. What If?
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It is crucial for everyone to ask "what if?"

What if the West's brutal sanctions and weapons supplies to Ukraine had been successful in bringing Russia to its knees?

What if Russia was in such a perilous state under the relentless pressure from the West that it had to resort to the use of its nuclear arsenal to save itself?

What if Putin had to order the nuclear bombing of Kyiv and Kharkiv to forestall a total collapse of Russia?

Well, then all bets are off.

USA, UK and France will retaliate by nuclear bombing of Russian nuclear facilities and population centres.

Then the second wave of nuclear attacks by Russia on New York, Washington DC, London and Paris will follow.

That would officially be WW3 MAD.

And the Earth and humankind will face a nuclear devastation never seen before in human history.

The end result could well be the extinction of the human race and all living things on Earth.

It would be sheer insanity if we were to allow that to happen?
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​9. What Can We Do?
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We can reflect deeply on the train of events that led to the Ukraine war and all the mistakes made by the superpowers and the major nuclear powers in escalating the war.

Clearly, it was pure madness to allow the Ukraine proxy war to escalate so much that WW3 became almost inevitable.

The West, especially the EU and NATO, must not push Russia so far as to precipitate an ultimate crisis.

No superpower should even think about blackmailing another nuclear weapons power to the extent that the use of nuclear weapons to save itself became inevitable.

It's time all the nuclear weapons powers come to a mutual understanding and agreement not to provoke or coerce one another over disagreements on issues that relate to their vassals and allies.

It is not productive to aim to apply maximum force or maximum sanctions to force others to bend to your will.

If you are bloody-minded about it, your opponent can be just as bloody-minded - the end result is of course MAD.

There is absolutely nothing to be gained by pushing one another to the brink of desperation that will trigger a desperate nuclear response.
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