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PREFACE




This pictorial guide illustrates features and ornamentation that capture Tacoma’s historic architecture legacy. The distinctive pre-Modernist examples of the late nineteenth through early twentieth century are liberally disbursed throughout the downtown, Old Town, Stadium, Ruston Point and Proctor districts.




Tacoma was incorporated in 1875 following its selection two years earlier as the western terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad. The railroad along with the city’s deep-water port enabled significant commercial and industrial development leading up to the twentieth century.




Affluence and population migration followed with prime examples of the era’s architecture mirroring the development. The most prominent styles include Greek Revival, Richardson Romanesque, Neo-Renaissance, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Italian Renaissance Revival, Classical Revival and Beaux Arts. The four styles most evident remaining within the city are Italianate, Stick, Queen Anne and American Craftsmen styles.




The most distinctive building traits featured during this period were external design flourishes, decorative tile and molded masonry. This detailing often contrasts markedly with the almost sterile geometrical functionality of contemporary constructions. A viewer can easily recognize the artistry and expertise employed behind these increasingly vanishing touches.




The Klondike Gold Rush of 1898 contributed towards Seattle eclipsing Tacoma in regional prominence. Seattle completely redesigned and rebuilt its downtown and commercial shipping industry following a devastating fire in 1889. For this reason, pre-Fire architecture is nonexistent within Seattle’s Pioneer Square, but evident within Tacoma.




Tacoma was briefly considered a major destination for automobile racing and featured the third largest silent motion picture production studio in the world located at Titlow Beach in 1924.




During the mid to late twentieth century, Tacoma experienced a steady decline in perception and reputation. The Great Depression decimated local industry. In the 1930s, the infamous Aroma of Tacoma tainted breathing. The unsavory acrid odor was produced by local pulp and paper manufactures located in the local tide flats. In November 1940, the Tacoma Narrows Bridge connecting the city with Kitsap County dramatically collapsed into Puget Sound following only four months of operation.




As misfortune piled upon calamity, Tacoma’s downtown became abandoned and virtually uninhabitable. Crime rates rose significantly and organized gang activity solidified its presence.




The city’s reputation skidded to the bottom in the late 1980s, yet the decline proved reversible. During the 1990s, a sustained and resilient renovation program began with the recruitment of a University of Washington campus, world-class art museum construction and extensive downtown redevelopment. Rather than constructing characterless glass rectangular structures, the focus became the rejuvenation of existing buildings.




The interiors were often gutted and reconfigured. Most importantly, the exteriors were freshened and revitalized. This collective coordinated effect by the preservationists opened the downtown into a unique and distinctive portal to the past while still servicing contemporary needs.




The results have become a re-appreciation towards the aesthetic value of architecture in elevating lifestyle. This edition’s images bear testament to this critical detailing component.


Italianate styling became popular throughout the downtown commercial district along Pacific Avenue. Alexander Jackson Davis as an alternative to Gothic or Greek Revival styles introduced the style into the United States in the 1840s. Victorian designers established imposing brick structures featuring long hooded windows and bulky cornices. The predominance of Italianate structures was confined primarily to the business district. 




Distinctive qualities include flat roofs, frequently sloping downwards to the walls with a gentle slope. Projecting eaves are supported by structural pieces of stone, wood or metal jutting from a wall to carry weight as a form of bracket. Other elements include tall first floor windows, tall dome or tower-like structures on tops of buildings and covered exterior galleries and corridors. The style was ultimately superseded in popularity by the late 1870s by Queen Anne architecture.
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Frederic Shaw was born in Sturgis, Michigan in 1883 to the Reverend Robert Shaw. The family moved to Tacoma shortly following his brother Stanley’s birth. His father organized the Immanuel Presbyterian Church and Frederic attended Stadium High School locally. He served his architectural apprentice in Seattle and two Tacoma firms until 1911. He became the official City of Tacoma Architect and supervised the design and construction of Fire Engine House #4. He established an architectural practice in 1919 with his brother Stanley. They were credited with the 1922 construction of the Miller Estate, known as Milamar in Lakewood and the Tacoma First United Presbyterian Church.
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Victorian houses and commercial buildings are often difficult to classify due to the tendency of overlapping and blending of styles. The era borrowed from variations of the past including Gothic, French Renaissance, Elizabethan, Jacobean and Italian and French baroque. What distinguished Tacoma architecture was the abundance of available wood construction inventory due to the local established timber industry. Sawmills could generate significant framing and distinctive appliqués. The affluent population concentrated their residential mansions along Yakima and Tacoma Avenues. Their grandeur rivaled any West Coast city of the late 19th century. These constructions employed great attention to detail and intricate independent design.




Amongst the middle and working class, uniform styled designs were built on a more practical pattern. These often conveyed a simpler elegance, but were fashioned with aesthetic detailing.  




[image: Image]




[image: Image]

[image: Image]




[image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]




Frederick A. Sexton was a prolific designer executing a wide variety of building types in diverse styles. He was born in England in 1851, raised in Minnesota, and moved with his family to Tacoma. He began practicing architecture locally between 1887 to 1891. During his brief practice, he is credited with designing the main building for Puget Sound University in 1890 (now demolished). His other notable achievements include the Biltmore Apartments, The Parkway Tavern, Sampson Hotel (demolished) and two duplexes, one well known as The Sisters. His most enduring work is the renowned White House mansion at 1304 South J Street that was completely renovated in 2022.




In 1891, he moved to the newly developing town of Everett, where he became a noted designer of schools, commercial and residential buildings. He relocated to Seattle in 1900 and became known for several major works including the Bay View School, Mueller Wholesale Block in Pioneer Square, and the Georgetown City Hall. He became best known for his distinctive residential designs employing the English Arts and Crafts and Colonial Revival styles. He settled with is wife in Pierce County and died in Sumner in May 1930.
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Stick style architecture within Tacoma became a popular transitional style between Italianate design and Queen Anne. It derived its name based on its use of overlay board strips (stickwork) on the outside walls to mimic an exposed half-timbered frame. The style was intended to maximize balloon framing that had become popular during the mid-century. Despite a relatively plain layout, the design was often accented with trusses on the gables or trimmed with decorative shingles. Stick-Eastlake became a style incorporating details from the decorative arts movement, initiated by Charles Eastlake. The design enjoyed modest local popularity locally during the late 19th century.
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Tacoma’s Queen Anne style of architecture is one of the most recognizable and distinctive Victorian architectural styles within the Heritage District. The style peaked in popularity from the 1880s until 1910, following the Second Empire style (often called Beaux-Arts) with overlapping periods. The term Queen Anne was employed in architecture, furniture and decorative arts. Curiously the style bears no relationship to the original British Queen Anne style, popular during the early 18th century. A Queen Anne Revival period during the late 19th century shares little commonality.




The American interpretation began to wane in popularity throughout the early 1900s. Certain architectural elements such as the wrap-around porch continued into the 1920s.




There are numerous distinctive features of Queen Anne style including asymmetrical facades, front facing gables, overhanging eaves and porches covering all or part of the front façade including primary entrances, classical columns and monumental chimneys. Round, square and/or polygonal towers were commonly employed along with bay windows.




The flexible combination of floor plans, building materials, and ornamentation made the implementation attractive to many different social and economic groups. In Tacoma, the roof forms are normally hipped or cross gabled. Windows are often double hung with stained glass or leaded glass appearing in even some of the simplest examples.




[image: Image]




[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]




[image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]

OPS/images/Tacoma8.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma7.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma3.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma6.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma5.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma4.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma2.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma1.jpg





OPS/images/MarquisPublishing.jpg





OPS/images/InsideCover.jpg
T

URAL FLOURISHES:
TACOMA, WA SHINGTON






OPS/images/Tacoma39.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma37.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma36.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma35.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma34.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma32.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma33.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma40.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma38.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma31.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma30.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma29.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma28.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma27.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma24.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma26.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma25.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma23.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma22.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma21.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma20.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma19.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma18.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma17.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma16.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma15.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma14.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma13.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma11.jpg





OPS/images/InsiderSeries.jpg
INSIDER SERIES BOOKS:ox





OPS/images/Tacoma12.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma10.jpg





OPS/images/Tacoma9.jpg





