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CHECK YOUR 
DRAWERS


At first I wasn't sure which direction to go with ideas for a second book.
 I’d already shared so much of myself—and my work—in Collage Lost and Found. What new things could I offer? Was there anything that hadn’t already been done? Was I going to have to spend weeks scouring every store in town for new products and the latest and greatest trends? The thought made me dizzy and I felt the need to sit down. That’s when I realized I didn’t need a seat. All I had to do was take a step backward (not a big one— too much stuff in my workroom would make that hazardous) and look at the overflowing containers surrounding me. The things I’d amassed over the past few years with the hopes of someday incorporating into a new book—the inspiring papers, embellishments, inks, ephemera and so on—were staring back at me. One by one I lifted the containers off the shelf, removed the lids, peered inside and poked around, and the ideas I had when I first laid eyes on those objects came back.


I don’t scrapbook, and I have a love/hate relationship with scrapbook paper. I love it so much that I can’t resist it, and I have a hate complex with myself every time I buy another sheet of it. With the new sophistication of patterns, colors and textures, it mimics another of my many obsessions—vintage textiles. Over time, a tower of scrapbook paper in my studio grew and grew until it was infringing on my already wee work area; so instead of using cardstock for stamping, I started stamping on scrapbook paper.


Another thing that I have amassed is a collection of wire—different types and colors, large and small gauges and of course a menagerie of wire-bending tools. The way I bought the tangled coils was the way I still found them— among other cramped supplies in crowded (but nicely labeled) storage drawers with identifiers such as “doll hands,” “tiny watch parts,” “misc. found-on-the-ground bits and pieces that will one day adorn a collage” . . . you get the idea. Open drawers, find inspiration.


So I thought, why not marry the wire and the scrapbook paper together and make cards? Thus began the inspiration for projects in the book’s first section, “Folded.” The wire offered new possibilities for unique embellishments, my own style fonts and a different way to add dimensional texture to the already beautiful piles of scrapbook paper.


Then, I got to thinking about how many beautiful cards I’ve received from others over the years with not enough wall space to frame them all. I imagined other people in the same boat and perhaps even worse off than me, having collections of artful ATCs, but keeping them hidden away in a binder. Store-bought card stands and displays left much to be desired. So, I decided to make my own dimensional holders. I opened my drawer of many wires and began wrapping and twisting to my heart’s content. I found that displaying my collected treasures in handmade, dimensional stands gave artwork or photographs a completely different look. This turned into the second section of the book, called “Wrapped.”


Then, of course, after dealing more with dimensional pieces, I returned to my love of jewelry. Found-object jewelry is not a new concept, but it goes hand-in-hand with recycling or using what you have. As I mentioned before, this was about cleaning up and looking at objects in a new light. It’s one of the few times when wrinkles and tears are appreciated and considered a thing of beauty (those of you who check the 40- to 45-year-old box will understand). The final section of this book, called “Worn,” explores cold connections and techniques that, when paired with your imagination, will give you the ability to breathe new life into someone’s discarded objects.


The projects and techniques I chose to showcase on the following pages are easily applied to many different mediums and ideas. What I hope you get out of this book are approaches to some new and some tried-and-true techniques that you can take and expand on your own for your own unique creations.



SIMPLE
 SUPPLIES


Most of the supplies used throughout this book are basic.
The few things that you may not already own are readily available from local craft, stamp, scrapbook or hardware stores, or they can be found with the help of the resource list on RESOURCE LIST.


I encourage you to look through your own drawers. Like me, you might be surprised at what treasures are lurking in all of those containers.


WIRE 


Here’s what I love about annealed wire: It is readily available, it is affordable, it comes in a number of gauges (though I use 19-, 20- and 28-gauge most often) and the blac kened color lends itself nicely to found-object jewelry. When sanded, it takes on a pewter finish. It is soft enough to form and hammer but it is a strong, hardy material. Because it’s so affordable, it is the wire-forming perfect wire to use while honing your skills.


Baling wire makes the perfect rivet and a [image: 1-16]" (2mm) drill bit makes the perfect companion. This is the best wire to use for heavier findings. While it’s typically 16-gauge, it is not always labeled with a gauge when you buy it. Other types provide of wire, including nickel and copper, an easy way to add color and individuality to your work.


SHEET METAL 


Like wire, sheet metal is available in a number of different gauges and types. It can be cut with metal snips or a jeweler’s saw. Copper and nickel silver are
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