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Jack Frost’s Spell

 

I want a funfair just for me!

(I’ll let in goblins, grudgingly.)

With stolen keyrings in my hand,

I’ll spoil the fun the fairies planned.

 

Their rides will stop, their stalls will fail,

Their food will all turn sour and stale.

I’ll make the goblins squeal and smirk.

This time my plan is going to work!
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“I wish The Fernandos’ Fabulous Funfair could stay on my school playing field for ever,” said Rachel Walker as she skipped along. “I had a brilliant time yesterday, and there’s still so much more to do.”

“Can you imagine having a funfair at school?” said her best friend, Kirsty Tate. “No one would get any lessons done.”

“And we wouldn’t want to leave at home time,” Rachel added with a giggle.

The sun was shining, and the girls were looking forward to another exciting day at the funfair. Kirsty was staying with Rachel all weekend, and they were planning to spend every possible moment enjoying the funfair. Up ahead, they could see two girls leaning over the wooden entrance gate and waving at them.

“Morning, Matilda!” called Rachel. “Hi, Georgia!”

Matilda and Georgia Fernando were twin sisters, and their parents ran the funfair. Rachel and Kirsty had met them the day before, and the four girls had made friends straight away.

“Good morning,” said Matilda, grinning at them. “I’m glad you’re here so early – we’ve got so much to show you! What do you want to try first?”

“What would you choose?” Kirsty asked.

“How about the dodgems?” said Georgia, her eyes sparkling. “They’re always fun.”
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“Oh yes, I love dodgems,” said Rachel.

They bought their tickets from the little booth that stood just inside the gate. Today, the tickets were ruby red with a rainbow-coloured trim.
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“These tickets are even more beautiful than yesterday’s purple ones,” said Kirsty.

“We sell a different coloured ticket every day,” said Matilda. “We go through all the colours of the rainbow.”

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a secret smile as they all ran into the playing field. Talking of rainbows always reminded them of the first fairies they had ever met, the Rainbow Fairies. Since then they had shared many adventures with the fairies.

“This way to the dodgems,” called Matilda.

She and her sister led Rachel and Kirsty over to the red-and-gold dodgem rink. Coloured lights were flashing and summery songs were blasting out. Even though it was early, there were already a few children in the cars.
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The operator was a young woman with short brown hair.

“Hi, Becky,” called Matilda, waving to her.

Becky waved back. Matilda and Georgia jumped into a pink car together, and Rachel and Kirsty chose a red one.

“The other cars are filling up fast,” said Rachel, looking around.

Soon, children were squealing and giggling in every single car.

“Have fun!” Becky called out.

She pressed the button to make the cars work, but nothing happened. Becky pressed the button again. This time, the dodgem cars began to spin around and around on the spot.

“Hey, what’s going wrong?” one boy cried out.
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“This is more like spinning teacups than dodgems,” said Rachel.

“Becky, this is making me feel ill,” said Georgia.

Becky pressed the button again, and the cars stopped spinning. The lights faded, and the cheerful music was suddenly cut off.
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“I’m sorry,” she said. “I don’t know what’s wrong. You will all have to get out of the cars so that I can try to find the problem. Matilda, Georgia, please could you go and fetch your parents? I’m going to need their help.”

Matilda and Georgia hurried off at once, and Kirsty and Rachel started to climb out of their dodgem car.

“Wait,” said Kirsty, putting her hand on Rachel’s arm. “Look down there, under the steering wheel.”

Rachel smiled when she saw a golden glow below the steering wheel. She knew exactly what it meant. There must be magic close by. The girls bent down as if they had dropped something, and saw Paloma the Dodgems Fairy in the foot space.
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“Kirsty, Rachel,” she said in a whisper. “I’ve come to ask for your help.”
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Paloma was wearing a dungaree dress and a crisp white T-shirt, and her dark-blonde hair was swishing around her shoulders under her black hat. Behind her black-rimmed glasses, her eyes looked worried.

“Paloma, it’s good to see you,” whispered Rachel. “You’ve come just at the right moment. The dodgems aren’t working.”
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“I know,” said Paloma, her eyes brimming with tears. “I must find my magical key ring and put everything right. Without it, I can’t make sure that dodgems are lots of fun.”

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a glance. Fairies were usually so kind and happy that it was horrible to see one of them looking so upset.

“We’ll do whatever we can to help you find your key ring,” said Kirsty. “We won’t let you and the other Funfair Fairies down.”

Her mind raced back over all the adventures they had shared in the last twenty-four hours. Almost as soon as the girls had arrived at the funfair the day before, they had met Rae the Rollercoaster Fairy. She had whisked them to Fairyland and introduced them to the rest of the Funfair Fairies – Fatima the Face-Painting Fairy, Paloma the Dodgems Fairy and Bobbi the Bouncy Castle Fairy.

“Thank you for being such good friends to us,” said Paloma. “We all know that we can count on your help to get our key rings back soon – before the Fairyland Summer Fair and the funfair here in Tippington are both ruined.”

The Funfair Fairies and the queen and king of Fairyland had planned a grand Summer Fair in the grounds of the Fairyland Palace. But Jack Frost and his goblins had stolen the Funfair Fairies’ magical key rings. Jack Frost was planning to build a funfair in the middle of his castle. Without the key rings, no one but Jack Frost and the goblins would be able to enjoy funfair games and rides. Rachel and Kirsty had helped two of the Funfair Fairies to get their magical key rings back, but there were still two key rings left to find. Time was running out, because the Fairyland funfair was opening that evening.

“Hide in here,” said Rachel, holding open her pocket. “We have to get off the dodgem rink so that Becky and the Fernandos can try to mend it.”

Paloma fluttered into Rachel’s pocket, and then the best friends stepped out of the dodgem car and walked off the rink. Kirsty glanced back, hoping that they would see the dodgems working again soon. To her surprise, she saw that there were still two children sitting in a dodgem car.

“Hang on a moment,” she said to Rachel. “I wonder why those children haven’t moved. Maybe they didn’t hear Becky ask us all to leave the rink. Should we go back and tell them?”
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Rachel didn’t have a chance to reply. Suddenly, the children’s dodgem car started to zoom forwards. It bumped the other cars out of the way, getting faster and faster. Green sparks flew from the flag. Then it flew off the rink, over the heads of the girls and on to the playing field.
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People gasped and pointed as the dodgem car trundled past them.

“A runaway dodgem!” they shouted.

“Oh my goodness!” said Rachel.
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“Surely dodgems shouldn’t be able to work outside the rink?”

Kirsty nodded, looking confused. Then suddenly her eyes widened.

“Rachel, I just saw something that might explain how the dodgem got off the rink,” she said. “I think that the people inside had green faces!”

Rachel gasped. “That explains why the children didn’t do as they were told and get out of the car. They’re not children at all. They’re goblins!”
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“Goblins or not, how did they manage to get the dodgem car off the rink?” Kirsty asked.

“Good question,” said Paloma from inside Rachel’s pocket. “Dodgem cars should only be able to work on the rink. They are goblins, and they must have my magical key ring.”

“Then we have to follow them,” said Kirsty at once. “Quickly, let’s find a place to hide so that Paloma can turn us into fairies.”

Quickly, the girls ducked down behind the golden-and-red railing of the dodgem rink. Paloma fluttered out of Rachel’s pocket. She traced two tiny circles in the air with the tip of her wand, and each circle turned into a shining bubble. The bubbles floated down to land on Rachel and Kirsty. As soon as the bubbles touched the girls, they popped. Silver fairy dust was sprinkled all over them, and they instantly shrank to fairy size. Gauzy wings fluttered on their backs.
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“Here we go!” Rachel cried out, twirling as she zoomed upwards.

Paloma and Kirsty were close behind her. High above the crowds of people, they flew after the dodgem car. It was bumping across the playing field, and everyone was pointing at it.

“Faster!” Kirsty called out, darting ahead. “I can see them, and they’re definitely goblins.”

There were two goblins crammed into the car. One was hunched over the steering wheel, his long nose skimming the front of the car. The other was enjoying the ride with his enormous feet up
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