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Dedication

To Mom and Dad, whose spirit I felt and has been with me during the writing of this book, l will never forget the lessons you taught and the lives you lived.

To my family whom I love dearly and who has loved me, each and everyone

To the dearest women who without them there would be no book

To Gayle and Lisa

Pearl, Adrienne and Ruthie

Thank You!


Foreword

As the author of twelve books, I realize that writing comes to us in various ways. Sometimes they are written as explanations, others from examination. But the most effective ones, I find, comes from experience.

Wayne Etherly’s book “Your Answer Is In The Fire” is one of those books. It is a book on prayer. Prayer is not something that you just write about, but you have to experience its power.

For over fifteen years, Wayne Etherly was given the name “Prayerman.” It was not a nickname but a sight name. I as well as many others watching and experiencing, not only how he prayed for others, but how it came out of a personal prayer life himself.

I have seen hundreds of lives touched and changed by the prayers of the Prayerman. Not just in this nation, but he has done so in many nations. So much so that in Nigeria he is known as Baba Aladura meaning Father of Prayer.

If you are looking for how to pray and get the results you are looking for, I highly recommend this prayer book that comes from a life of prayer. Wayne has discovered “Your Answer Is In the Fire.”

Apostle H. Daniel Wilson
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Revelations 8:1-6

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer,  filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

NKJV


Your Answer is in The Fire

Chapter One

Answers are the responses to questions asked or pondered. Some answers are straight forward, not requiring any effort on the part of the one receiving the answer. However, some answers have levels within levels that when they unfold lead the learner to ponder and ask additional questions. The end results of these kinds of questions are Wisdom, Knowledge, and Understanding.

A truly gifted teacher knows just how much to present to the student, so their interest and curiosity is piqued. The teacher presents possible questions the student didn’t even consider, but with effort, study, and practice, the additional questions and answers then become lessons themselves. What becomes remarkable is the perspective of the student slowly becomes more open and aligned with the thoughts of the teacher. So, eventually the student begins to grasp things that at one time seemed impossible to know. If you ever have had such a skilled and wise instructor, you will recognize a new maturity, growth, and enhanced skills. For me, this is the essence and purpose of this book on prayer and communication with the Trinity; the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who is the Ultimate Creator and Teacher. Life from beginning until end, class is in session. At the end of your class hopefully you will know more about your creator’s given purpose, plans, and objectives than you did when you started. So, let’s begin.

The greatest desire that anyone could have, in this life is to receive an answer to their prayers. To pray is an acknowledgement by the person praying that what is being asked for is not within their power; thus, prayer is always external. To realize there is an answer to the passionate request of a prayer of one’s heart is exhilarating. Receiving an answer encourages one to keep praying, or at the least it offers an internal acknowledgement that the request was heard. Having this assurance increases one’s faith, and creates a closer relationship with God, the One of Infinite Wisdom. It also opens the opportunity for future prayers to be released and the faith to believe for an answer.

The Holy Scriptures we read are full of stories in which God is in communication with someone. This is one of its highlights of Bible, the Creator in communication with His creation. Let me state this clearly; I am a believer in Jesus Christ, and I believe the Bible to be God’s Word that it holds the keys of principle and structure for Infinite Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Revelation, Counsel, Strength and Humility. For me, prayer is the conversation allowed between me and the Creator of All Things. Prayer is advantageous. Who wouldn’t want to have a free, personal conversation with Infinite Wisdom? Picture two close friends speaking together while they journey from place to place, from one life event to the next. The conversation is easy, effortless, and continual. My praying became so much easier when answers to prayers started to come, because I was convinced the conversation was heard and responded to.

Yet the greatest frustration in our quest to walk by faith is the expanse of time that passes after we find ourselves having prayed, when we feel that our prayers seem to be futile attempts to receive communication from Father. It is for this reason that this book was written, for I believe we are living in the greatest season for communication with the Father since Jesus walked on the earth. This type of loving relationship is available to all those who believe.

Our society makes fun of anyone who uses the expression ‘God spoke to me’ because it sounds so preposterous due to the magnitude of the statement. “God, the creator of all things, wants to talk. God wants to talk to me, personally? Jesus proclaimed in John 10:27, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”.”

Let it be established in your heart today that within you is the capacity, to hear and discern the voice of the one whose words are full of eternal life. He knows exactly what you need, when you need it, and you can put those words into action by following what was spoken to you. There will be times in this book when I’m going to ask you to take a moment to ponder this thought. The One who sits on the throne hears you, knows your voice and speaks back. Selah

What’s more is that you have the opportunity to follow His direction. In our personal lives, we have voice recognition software because each individual voice is different. Jesus is able to distinctly pick out your voice out of the millions of prayers shared from around the world, and he hears you when you make a request for some peace, or some comfort, some grace, he hears you and responds. Now put down this book and let out a holler, a shout, and some praise. JESUS RESPONDS TO YOU!!!!

Praise Break:

Lord, we praise you and we extol you. We honor you who sits on the throne and has a desire to be actively involved with us. To you it, doesn’t matter our background, heritage, or pedigree. To you, it doesn’t matter whether we are covered with the filth and stench of our sins. You hear us and responds to primarily with love. My Lord, who couldn’t fall in love with someone like that?

You know, most people don’t want to be bothered with you once we’ve made a mess of our lives. I speak particularly to those who walked away and abandoned your children and your families for whatever reasons and now are facing the reality and magnitude of your decision and are seeking the forgiveness you so desperately desire. Well, it’s time to confess to the One whose ear is available, but you’re going to have to be open to His response and then follow the instructions He gives you. Selah.

Now back to our discussion on answered prayer.

We would be remiss not to acknowledge there have been some horrific things that have been done by people who have claimed to have talked to God. But if we allow that to be our reason to avoid engaging in a conversation with the Creator, then we are saying that God only wants to talk about death, chaos, and destruction.

Now I don’t want to waste the time or effort in arguing over the question of whether God has spoken to you or not. We lose way too much time in arguing over our position of who’s right and who’s wrong. I believe the only authentic way we know anything is to look at the life of the one who says they speak God on a regular basis, and by the end of this book you will clearly be able to discern for yourself the quality of the conversation. That’s what made Jesus so believable; you see him praying and you see him operating in a level of power that leaves no room for misrepresentation as to whom he said he has spoken to.

Answered Prayer Releases Power. Jesus lived a life of absolute controlled power. Now we perceive that one who prays a lot is one who walks in a lot of power. Now granted, loud bursts; of warfare prayer mixed with a measure of unknown tongue does indeed sound immensely powerful. However, too many times I have personally done just that, in either praying for my own concerns or those of another’s and walked away personally just as disappointed and blinded by life’s problems and situations because every prayer isn’t about your personal situation or condition. Yet if amid all that, I had discerned the answer to that prayer, how much further would I have been along in walking in the manifestation of that I was asking for. There is a difference then between sounding powerful and walking in the manifestation for which we prayed.

We are living in a time when many of our religious practices are being ridiculed and being made to look like falsehoods. Honestly, many are religious relics because they are not generating any real answers to the problems people are experiencing. Right now, people are pursuing politics, psychics, tarot card readers. Many of our television shows have characters with skills and abilities to tap into the spiritual world because they are hoping for answers and power while the people of God the church are underutilizing, what God has designated to be the sites of communication, power, and authority.

Jesus himself proclaimed that His House would be a House of Prayer, but we have made the House of God a place of music, musicals, dance, plays, food, community development, social functions. All those are good things and roles of a ministry. Yet before the pandemic, prayer and our inability to operate consistently in receiving answers
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