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Preface

This slim volume contains five very detailed and deeply researched studies on the Iron Age and Viking Age in Northern Europe, looking in particular at aspects involving links with and impact from Roman society. The studies are mutually supportive and therefore overlap to some extent.

First and foremost, the studies are surprising in several respects, and this is the reason for publishing them in book format rather than as separate articles. Certainly, one of the best things about archaeology is the riddles it asks us to solve.

The first study deals with the fascinating so-called bog bodies of the late first millennium BC, a classical archaeological puzzle: murdered men, women and children, yet shown respect in death and often found with items of fine clothing. A novel hypothesis of the bog bodies as killed hostages is presented.

The second study challenges traditional ideas about the Cimbri, a mirage in European and Nordic history and in archaeology often linked with Denmark, or in fact with Jylland/Jutland – the ‘Cimbrian Peninsula’ to the Romans – and in particular the northern district of Himmerland (traditionally read as ‘Kimber Land’) with the find of the famous Gundestrup silver cauldron, a startling European artefact.

The third study is an archaeologically founded ‘modernist’ discussion of the ‘ethnography’ of Tacitus’ Germania, in particular the character of ancient Germanic Bronze and Iron Age society: did this consist of chiefdoms or cooperations – was it elitist or egalitarian in organization and ideology? It was at any rate sceptical of the southern neighbours.

The fourth study is a linguistic tour de force, geographical in nature, and suggesting that most of the names of places and nations in Northern Europe mentioned by the classical authors are vulgar renderings of mostly Latin words, often with a twist of humour, such as Codanus Sea, stemming from Coda/Cauda, meaning an animal tail. Only a few names seem to be based on local terms. In turn, the Latin names were accepted by the Northerners and have thus continued in history as false confirmations.

In the fifth study, the long timeline of knowledge on the ‘Danes’ throughout the first millennium AD is discussed: the meagre and uncertain written sources but ever growing archaeological data, however ‘tacit’ the latter remains. Still, the linguistic evidence deserves further scrutiny, as has already been indicated. Thus, traditional sources and history are presented here in conjunction with new archaeological observations and interpretations: from Roman reflections to Roman shadows, perhaps.

The sixth contribution is both a summary and a lighthouse, a beacon shining towards Denmark and the North of the following High Middle Ages.

It is the hope of the author that the idea of presenting these contributions in and as one volume will help promote fruitful debates based on the greater momentum of knowledge from many different sources and academic areas, philology, ancient history, regional history – the bases of traditional knowledge – as well as modern archaeology. Indeed, progress in research is very often created by informed tours of other academic subjects.

Such are also some of the more joyful exercises in academics: debates being fed by greater dangers – and new certainty.

Marija Gimbutiene [Gimbutas] in memoriam.

K.R.
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1

Hostages and Bog Bodies

New Interpretations

Adeo ut efficacius obligentur animi civitatum quibus inter obsides puellae quoque nobiles imperantur.

Tacitus’ Germania, Book 8

Introduction

The bog bodies of the Early Iron Age in northern Europe, in particular the centuries BC, constitute one of the most fascinating classes of archaeological finds of the era and region. Very particular conditions of preservation in oxygen-starved wet environments have secured stunning data (van der Sanden 1996; Lund 2002; Asingh & Lynnerup 2007; etc.) (Fig. 1.1 and 1.2; Table 1.1). Human parts and even entire human bodies in the flesh are also known from bogs in other prehistoric periods, but the cited chronological and geographical concentration in the Early Iron Age of Denmark and northwestern Europe calls for one particular set of explanation, or rather several.

In an age and a region otherwise dominated by cremations, the bog bodies are evidence of a very different norm of burial. In Denmark, for instance, the bog bodies constitute the only uncremated human beings in the entire first millennium BC. Most of the bodies – men, women and even children – are naked and were obviously killed, often by hanging, although other methods of killing are also recorded. There have been occasional claims that the dead body carries evidence that suggests the use of unnecessary violence or ‘overkill’, more than would have been needed to kill the person, but this seems uncertain. Male and female bog bodies occur in about equal numbers in Denmark while males dominate the material found elsewhere, such as in northern Germany, and also in Ireland, England, and the Netherlands (van














Interpretations




The bog bodies






	Bog bodies



	W
	Auning
	100 BC–80 AD
	around 10 BC



	M
	Baunsø
	65–130 AD
	around 100 AD*



	M
	Borremose I
	353–176 BC
	around 260 BC*



	
	
	850–540 BC
	around 690 BC



	M
	Borremose II
	392–209 BC
	around 300 BC*



	
	
	750–380 BC
	around 560 BC



	W
	Borremose III
	820–530 BC
	around 680 BC



	
	
	770–420 BC
	around 595 BC



	
	
	396–235 BC
	around 320 BC*



	W
	Bredmose
	350–50 BC
	around 200 BC



	W
	Corselitze (Falster)
	240–340 AD
	around 290 AD*



	W
	Elling
	360–200 BC
	around 280 BC



	
	
	360–190 BC
	around 280 BC



	
	
	360–120 BC
	around 290 BC



	
	
	340–50 BC
	around 200 BC



	W?
	Fræer
	50 BC-25 AD
	around 10 BC*



	?
	Grathe Hede
	160–40 BC
	around 60 BC*



	M
	Grauballe
	490–230 BC
	around 360 BC(+)



	
	
	390–210 BC
	around 300 BC+



	
	
	150 BC–30 AD
	around 60 BC



	
	
	110 BC–50 AD
	around 30 BC



	W
	Haraldskær
	750–390 BC
	around 570 BC



	
	
	409–363 BC
	around 390 BC*



	
	
	200–50 BC
	around 125 BC*



	
	
	179–59 BC
	around 120 BC*



	
	
	161–42 BC
	around 100 BC*



	?
	Horreby Lyng
	370–210 BC
	around 290 BC*



	W
	Huldremose I
	192–61 BC
	around 130 BC*



	
	
	40 BC–220 AD
	around 90 AD



	M
	Karlby
	110 BC-60 AD
	around 30 BC



	
	
	50 BC–80 AD
	around 20 AD



	W
	Krogens Mølle
	392–234 BC
	around 310 BC*



	
	
	357–203 BC
	around 280 BC*



	
	
	180 BC–80 AD
	around 50 BC



	W
	Møgelmose
	400–200 BC
	around 300 BC



	
	
	120–380 AD
	around 240 AD



	W
	Roum
	40 BC–60 AD
	around 10 AD*



	?
	Rønbjerg II
	350–100 BC
	around 230 BC*



	M
	Rønbjerg III
	342–97 BC
	around 220 BC*



	?
	Skærum
	100–140 AD
	around 120 AD



	W
	Stidsholt
	383–211 BC
	around 300 BC*



	M
	Søgård I
	337–102 BC
	around 220 BC*



	
	
	200 BC-10 AD
	around 100 BC



	M
	Søgård II
	130–320 AD
	around 230 AD*



	
	
	430–600 AD
	around 520 AD



	?
	Thorup I
	350–110 BC
	around 230 BC*



	M
	Tollund
	510–380 BC
	around 450 BC



	
	
	400–260 BC
	around 330 BC+



	
	
	360–200 BC
	around 280 BC



	
	
	350–50 BC
	around 200 BC



	?
	Tvedemose
	195–95 BC
	around 150 BC*



	M
	Undelev
	820–795 BC
	around 810 BC*



	
	
	760–540 BC
	around 650 BC



	M
	Vester Torsted
	120–330 AD
	around 230 AD*



	W?
	Vindum
	750–50 BC
	around 400 BC



	
	
	386–203 BC
	around 290 BC*



	Total: 11 men, 13 women, and 6 uncertain. The recent carbon-14 date of Søgård II gives the Imperial Roman period.



	
	Clothing



	
	Borremose IV
	19 BC–69 AD
	around 30 AD*



	
	Borremose V
	360–200 BC
	around 280 BC*



	
	Havndal
	346–166 BC
	around 260 BC*



	
	Oksenbjerg
	345–425 AD
	around 390 AD*



	
	Rebild
	350–170 BC
	around 260 BC*



	
	Refstrup Hovedgård
	250–550 AD
	around 400 AD



	
	Risehjarup
	68–209 AD
	around 140 AD*



	
	Skibelund
	20 BC–72 AD
	around 30 AD*



	
	Skærsø
	170 BC–20 AD
	around 80 BC



	
	Stokholm
	350–100 BC
	around 230 BC*



	
	Store Borremose
	157–42 BC
	around 100 BC*



	
	Thorup II
	390–210 BC
	around 300 BC*



	
	True
	180–1 BC
	around 90 BC



	
	?
	400–230 BC
	around 320 BC*



	
	Vesterris
	410–200 BC
	around 310 BC



	
	Vivsø
	892–802 BC
	around 850 BC*



	
	Ømark
	370–200 BC
	around 285 BC*



	
	Ørbækgård
	896–827 BC
	around 860 BC*



	
	Ålestrup
	485–385 BC
	around 440 BC*



	
	Årdestrup
	180–50 BC
	around 120 BC*



	Note: Arnitlund (around 830 AD*), Tvis (around 1810 AD*), and Vong (around 1450 AD*) are omitted, while the finds from the close of the Bronze Age are listed (9th–6th century BC), as are finds up to about 400 AD (close of the Imperial Roman period)



	Plaits of human hair (number of plaits)



	Sterbygård, Døstrup (7)
	360–200 BC
	around 280 BC*



	Boldrupgård, Hyllebjerg (3)
	360–180 BC
	around 270 BC*



	Vindumhede, Vindum (4)
	400–230 BC
	around 315 BC*



	Thorup, Simested (3)
	360–200 BC
	around 280 BC*



	‘Bundløs Mose’, Ejsing (1+?)
	400–230 BC
	around 315 BC*



	Vingmose, Falster (1+?)
	400–230 BC
	around 315 BC*



	Total: 6 finds, with 19+ plaits
	
	 














	Fredbogård I
	920–780 BC
	around 850 BC



	Almose
	550–380 BC
	around 470 BC



	Gelsted Nederland
	520–370 BC
	around 450 BC



	Uglemosen
	560–400 BC
	around 480 BC



	Bellevue Skov
	400–200 BC
	around 300 BC



	Blichersvej
	380–160 BC
	around 270 BC



	Gadevang Mose
	400–200 BC
	around 300 BC



	Illemose
	220–210 BC
	around 220 BC



	Jordløse Mose
	400–230 BC
	around 320 BC



	Rislev I
	380–200 BC
	around 290 BC



	Rislev II
	360–150 BC
	around 260 BC



	Smouenvej
	190–50 BC
	around 120 BC



	Tybjerg Mose I & II
	520–200 BC
	around 360 BC



	Verup Mose
	410–200 BC
	around 310 BC



	Allestedskov
	100 BC–90 AD
	around 10 BC



	Hygin Vestergård II
	50 BC–60 AD
	around 10 AD



	Ndr. Bjerrgrav Mose
	180 BC–30 AD
	around 80 BC



	Rappendam
	180 BC–90 AD
	around 50 BC



	Vædebro
	110 BC–110 AD
	around 0 BC/ AD



	Bukkerup Langmose
	120–330 AD
	around 230 AD



	Trørød Mose
	130–260 AD
	around 200 AD



	Tollestrup Mose
	240–430 AD
	around 340 AD



	Baggesvogn
	0–170 AD
	around 90 AD









Classical antiquity














	Location
	Men
	Women
	Child/teenager
	Total



	The Netherlands
	6
	1
	1 (girl)
	8



	Lower Saxony
	8
	0
	1 (boy)
	9



	Germany Schleswig-Holstein
	3
	0
	1 (girl or boy)
	4



	Total
	17
	1
	3
	21



	Denmark
	5
	6
	1
	12










	Number of cases distributed according to receiving nations and sex of the hostages, when both are known



	
	Male
	Female/mixed



	Greek nations
	36
	8



	Roman nation
	28
	3



	Other nations
	5
	4



	Total
	69
	15







	
	Age distribution
	Type of agreement



	Nation
	Adult
	Children
	Mixed
	Treaty
	Private
	Extralegal
	Other



	Greek
	21
	15
	6
	19
	14
	8
	1



	Roman
	18
	24
	4
	22
	6
	16
	2



	Other
	3
	4
	6
	5
	2
	3
	3



	Total
	42
	43
	16
	46
	22
	27
	6
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