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      The land on which I live and work is the occupied and unceded territory of the Ohlone, Muwekma, Confederated Villages of Lisjan, who are seeking to rematriate the Huichin land on Turtle Island.

      I acknowledge the water that sustains this land flows from the Upper Mokelumne River watershed, the ancestral and contemporary homelands of the Miwok and Washoe peoples. I recognize the diversion of this water from its natural course and the ongoing responsibility to protect the ecological integrity of the river system and support the Indigenous guardians of these headwaters.

      I acknowledge that the stormwater largely drains into Sausal Creek, Temescal Creek, and Peralta Creek watersheds within the ancestral, unceded homelands of the Chochenyo-speaking Ohlone people. The runoff carries pollution and disrupts natural systems, impacting these lands and waters, and I recognize the responsibility to reduce harm and support Indigenous-led stewardship and volunteer-led restoration efforts.

      I acknowledge the collective debt to Indigenous peoples, Asian and Latin American immigrants, and workers of African descent whose forced and exploited labor built this nation. I recognize the ongoing exploitation of incarcerated people and those denied the true value of their work. The theft of labor is the theft of generational progress.
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      WELCOME

      Welcome to the Fortune + Flow Oracle..

      This deck is the first in a series exploring the five elemental movements of traditional wisdom. It is created as a companion for moments of pause, return, and transformation.

      It draws from characters that have carried meaning across generations—symbols of blessing, virtue, and becoming. Each form is simple, yet layered. Each stroke holds history and possibility.

      You do not need to “know” Chinese to receive what is here. The characters are not presented as something to master, but as something to sit with.

      Each card is an invitation: to notice, to reflect, to return.

      In the resonance of Fire, we seek clarity and the courage to be seen. There is no rush in this practice. No correct interpretation to arrive at. Only a radiant opening—between what is and what is becoming.

      WHY THIS DECK EXISTS

      In times of transition, we often reach outward for answers.

      This deck offers something different.

      It is not designed to predict outcomes or define what comes next. Instead, it creates space to listen inwardly—to what is already present but perhaps unheard.

      The characters in this deck have long been used to express hopes for a new year: peace, abundance, harmony, clarity, fulfillment. But beyond their celebratory use, they also carry deeper questions:

      What does peace feel like within you? What does it mean to truly receive abundance? What are you becoming, even now?

      These cards do not give you answers.

      They help you notice your own.

      HOW TO APPROACH THIS DECK

      There is no single way to work with these cards.

      You might draw one in the morning, letting it accompany you through the day. You might return to the same card for several days, noticing how it shifts. You might draw a card in moments of uncertainty, not to resolve the moment, but to sit more fully within it.

      When you draw a card:

      Pause.

      Take a breath before reading. Notice your first impression—before meaning is explained. Let the character meet you where you are.

      The guidebook offers interpretations and reflections, but these are not fixed meanings. They are starting points—gentle directions you may follow, adapt, or set aside.

      Trust what resonates. Release what does not.

      Over time, you may find that the same card speaks differently to you in different moments. This is not inconsistency—it is depth.

      A NOTE ON MEANING

      Each card includes:

      
        
          	
        A single character, carrying a core theme
      

      	
        A traditional saying, offering context and continuity
      

      	
        A reflection, inviting personal inquiry
      

      

      

      Together, these elements form a conversation.

      The character anchors the theme. The saying expands it outward. Your reflection brings it inward.

      This movement—between outer and inner, tradition and experience—is where the practice comes alive.

      FORTUNE + FLOW: CYCLES & RENEWAL

      This deck is rooted in the spirit of Fortune + Flow—a rhythm that marks not only the turning of time, but a renewal of intention.

      In many traditions, the new year begins with gestures of clearing and opening: spaces are tended, debts are released, doors are opened, and blessings are exchanged.

      It is a time to honor what has passed, while making space for what may arrive.

      But renewal is not a single moment.

      It is a cycle.

      Just as the moon moves through its phases—emerging, brightening, softening, returning—so too do we move through seasons of growth, rest, uncertainty, and clarity.

      Fortune is what meets you. Flow is how you meet it.

      These cards live within that space.

      They are not bound to a single season, but can be returned to whenever you feel the need to begin again.

      WORKING WITH CYCLES

      You may notice patterns in your draws: certain themes appearing repeatedly, or returning after time has passed.

      Rather than seeking novelty, consider what is being revisited.

      What is asking for deeper attention? What is unfolding gradually? What is ready to be seen differently?

      There is no requirement to move forward quickly.

      Sometimes the work is to remain: * to stay with a question * to sit with a feeling * to allow meaning to emerge in its own time

      AN INVITATION

      As you begin, you might take a moment to set a quiet intention.

      Not a goal to achieve, but a way of being:

      To listen more closely. To move with greater awareness. To meet yourself with honesty and care.

      Let this deck be a companion in that intention.

      Return to it as often—or as gently—as you need.

      There is no final destination here.

      Only a continuing practice of noticing, aligning, and becoming.

      CLOSING THOUGHT

      Each time you draw a card, you are not uncovering something hidden.

      You are entering into relationship—with a symbol, with a question, with yourself.

      Let that be enough.
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      A SIMPLE BEGINNING

      There is no single way to use this deck.

      You do not need prior experience, nor a specific question. You may come to it with intention, or simply with curiosity.

      What matters most is not the method, but the quality of your attention.

      A few breaths. A moment of pause. A willingness to notice what arises.

      From there, you may begin.

      SINGLE DRAW

      Daily Guidance

      This is the simplest way to work with the deck.

      Draw one card, and let it accompany you through the day.

      You might draw in the morning, setting a quiet tone for what lies ahead. Or you might draw in the evening, reflecting on what has already unfolded.

      After drawing:

      Pause before reading.

      Notice your first impression of the character. What feeling arises? What word comes to mind?

      Then read the card’s meaning and reflection. Let it settle gently, without forcing interpretation.

      Return to the card throughout the day if you feel called. Often, its meaning will deepen with time.

      THREE-CARD SPREAD

      What is present · What is unfolding · What is emerging

      This spread offers a wider view—useful in moments of transition, uncertainty, or change.

      Draw three cards, placing them from left to right.

      
        
          	
        The first card reflects what is present What is here now, asking for your attention?
      

      	
        The second card reflects what is unfolding What is in motion, developing beneath the surface?
      

      	
        The third card reflects what is emerging What is beginning to take shape, even if not yet fully seen?
      

      

      

      Rather than reading each card in isolation, notice how they relate.

      Is there a shift in tone or energy across the three? Do certain themes repeat or echo?

      Let the cards form a conversation, rather than a conclusion.

      NEW YEAR / NEW MOON SPREAD

      Release · Invite · Anchor

      This spread is well-suited to moments of renewal—whether at the start of a year, a new moon, or a personal turning point.

      Draw three cards with intention:

      
        
          	
        The first card reflects what to release What is ready to be let go, softened, or completed?
      

      	
        The second card reflects what to invite What quality, energy, or perspective is asking to enter?
      

      	
        The third card reflects what to anchor What can you carry forward with steadiness and care?
      

      

      

      You may wish to sit with these cards longer—returning to them over several days, or journaling alongside them.

      Renewal is not immediate. It unfolds in layers.

      AN INTUITIVE APPROACH

      Draw Until It Resonates

      At times, a single card may not feel complete.

      In these moments, you may continue drawing—one card at a time—until something settles.

      This is not about finding the “right” answer.

      It is about recognizing the moment when something resonates—when a card feels quietly aligned with your inner state.

      When that happens, pause.

      There is no need to keep searching.

      Trust that recognition.

      A FEW GENTLE GUIDELINES

      There is no need to rush your reading.

      If a card feels unclear, let it be. Meaning often reveals itself gradually.

      If a card feels challenging, stay with it gently. Not all insight arrives comfortably.

      If a card feels immediately clear, receive it simply. There is no need to deepen what is already understood.

      You may return to the same card many times. Each encounter may be different.

      CLOSING THOUGHT

      These cards are not meant to direct your path.

      They are companions to your awareness.

      Whether you draw one card or several, what matters most is the space you create to receive it.

      Begin where you are. Return when you need.

      That is enough.
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      (A GENTLE GUIDE TO PINYIN)

      Each character in this deck carries a sound that serves as a sensory way to enter into it.

      This sound is offered through pinyin—a system that uses the Roman alphabet to represent pronunciation. This phonetic glossary is designed to move beyond the intimidation of language mastery, inviting you to experience the “shape of sound” as a somatic practice. By sounding a character—even imperfectly—you allow its meaning to move through your breath and body in a different way.

      You do not need to master it.

      You only need to be willing to try.

      BEGINNING SIMPLY

      When you see pinyin, you may choose to read it softly—out loud or silently.

      There is no need for precision.

      Let it be approximate. Let it be natural to your voice.

      Over time, familiarity will come.

      What matters is not correctness, but connection.

      THE SHAPE OF SOUND

      Pinyin is made up of two parts:

      
        
          	
        an initial (the beginning of the sound)
      

      	
        a final (the rest of the sound)
      

      

      

      For example:

      
        
          	
        ān begins with a soft “ah”
      

      	
        xǐ begins with a gentle “sh” sound
      

      	
        fú carries a rising tone, like a lift in the voice
      

      

      

      You do not need to remember these distinctions.

      Simply allow the sound to form as you read.

      TONES AS MOVEMENT

      You may notice small marks above the vowels.

      These are tones—they shape how the sound moves.

      Rather than thinking of them as rules, experience them as gestures of the voice:

      
        
          	
        Steady (ā): A level, consistent sound.
      

      	
        Rising (á): A lift in the voice.
      

      	
        Dipping (ǎ): A descent that gently lifts again.
      

      	
        Falling (à): A clear, grounding descent.
      

      

      

      If this feels unfamiliar, you may choose to set it aside.

      The tone refines the sound and is not required for meaning to resonate.

      PHONETIC GLOSSARY: GROUPED BY RESONANCE

      The following groupings help you navigate the deck by their sonic qualities, allowing you to choose cards based on the vocal energy you wish to cultivate.

      I. The Level Breath (Steady Tones — Tone 1)

      These sounds are consistent

      
        
          	
        安 (ān) — Peace (#2)
      

      	
        發 (fā) — Growth (#23)
      

      	
        希 (xī) — Hope (#24)
      

      	
        清 (qīng) — Clarity (#37)
      

      	
        升 (shēng) — Rise (#48)
      

      	
        新 (xīn) — Renewal (#51)
      

      	
        春 (chūn) — Spring (#52)
      

      

      

      II. The Ascending Heart (Rising Tones — Tone 2)

      
      
        
          	
        福 (fú) — Blessing (#1)
      

      	
        德 (dé) — Virtue (#5)
      

      	
        成 (chéng) — Accomplishment (#8)
      

      	
        榮 (róng) — Glory (#19)
      

      	
        仁 (rén) — Benevolence (#29)
      

      	
        和 (hé) — Harmony (#39)
      

      	
        行 (xíng) — Action (#45)
      

      

      

      III. The Deepening Well (Dipping Tones — Tone 3)

      
      
        
          	
        喜 (xǐ) — Joy (#3)
      

      	
        忍 (rěn) — Endurance (#6)
      

      	
        勇 (yǒng) — Courage (#33)
      

      	
        友 (yǒu) — Friendship (#43)
      

      

      

      IV. The Grounded Step (Falling Tones — Tone 4)

      
      
        
          	
        順 (shùn) — Flow (#4)
      

      	
        愛 (ài) — Love (#9)
      

      	
        道 (dào) — Alignment (#10)
      

      	
        智 (zhì) — Wisdom (#31)
      

      	
        信 (xìn) — Trust (#32)
      

      

      

      SOUND AS PRACTICE

      
      
      
      
      
        
          	
        say it once, gently
      

      	
        repeat it with your breath
      

      	
        return to it throughout the day
      

      

      

      
      
      LETTING IT BE ENOUGH

      
      
      
      
      
      CLOSING THOUGHT
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The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
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open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
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