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FOREWORD BY ROCKY GRAY

(Drummer for Evanescence, music composer
for The Barn and Killing Floor 2)

I caught “Krull” on HBO or Showtime as a young kid growing up in the 90’s. It wasn’t “Conan the Barbarian” and it wasn’t “The Sword and the Sorcerer” or “Beastmaster.” It was something of its own vibe and feel but had the influences of those fantasy films of the time. It wasn’t my favorite film in that genre by any means but if I caught it while flipping channels, I would end up watching what was left of it. It had that kind of appeal.


In the wake of the unprecedented success of the Star Wars franchise and Excalibur, famous producing team, Ted Mann and Rob Silverman began assembling a team of the most talented filmmakers in existence along with an experienced cast of screen legends and rising stars.

Coupled with a huge budget and one of the most original albeit insane marketing campaigns including a Krull themed wedding and custom doughnuts, Krull was destined to be the biggest hit of the year!

It flopped...recouping way less than half of its $40,000,000 + budget on its initial release.

Most of the cast and crew that had worked on the film have avoided being interviewed for this book as if it was the plague!

Yet every year, legions of Krull fans, including myself, show their unwavering and passionate love towards what is now considered a cult classic!

How did this happen you might ask?

This book hopes to shed light on how this one of a kind film was made and the even more insane story behind its perceived “failure.”

Whether you’re a die hard “Krullite,” a casual fan of the film like I am or you’re just curious, I hope this book brings you as much joy reading it as it gave me writing it!


THE CAST

KENNETH “KEN” MARSHALL - “Colwyn”

Born: June 27, 1950 in New York City, NY, USA.

Attended Julliard with fellow classmates Robin Williams and Kelsey Grammer. His first official film roles were on “Tilt” and an episode of the TV series, “How the West was Won.” He gained international attention for playing the title role in the Italian-based historical TV-series “Marco Polo,” with Burt Lancaster and Leonard Nimoy. He is possibly best known for his role as “Lt. Commander Michael Eddington” in “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine.”

LYSETTE ANTHONY - “Princess Lyssa”

Born: September 26, 1963 in Fulham, London, UK.

“The Face of the 80’s,” a moniker given to her by the renowned photographer, David Bailey due to her entrancing and beautiful face. Lysette began her acting career at a very early age and would go on to star in a series of music videos as well as such diverse films as “Tales from the Crypt,” “Robinson Crusoe” and “Dracula: Dead and Loving It.”

FREDDIE JONES - “Ynyr”

Born: September 27, 1927 in Stoke-On-Trent, Staffordshire, England, UK

Died: July 9, 2019

A character actor of immense range and also the father of actor Toby Jones, Freddie starred in a vast array of films and TV episodes. He played Frankenstein’s monster in Hammer Film’s “Frankenstein Must Be Destroyed” as well as “Professor Julian Keeley” alongside Dracula in another Hammer production, “The Satanic Rites of Dracula.” To try to narrow down Mr. Jones’ immense and varied film career is nearly impossible but he also starred in “The Elephant Man,” “Dune” (1984), “The Count of Monte Cristo” and “Firestarter,” just to name a few.

DAVID BATTLEY - “Ergo - the Magnificent”

Born: November 5, 1935, Clapham, London, England, UK

Died: January 20, 2003, London, England, UK

A very talented actor with an immense range but also frequently used as some form of comedic relief, Mr. Battley had a very interesting film career. He played the comic foil to Monty Python royalty, Eric Idle in “Rutland Weekend Television,” and one of his final roles was alongside Mr. Bean (Rowan Atkinson) in the episode, “Tee Off, Mr. Bean,” one of the more elaborate and hilarious episodes of that TV series. He also was in “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” (1971), “That’s Your Funeral” and “Mr. Quilp.”

ALUN ARMSTRONG - “Torquil”

Born: July 17, 1946, Annfield Plain, County Durham, England, UK

A character actor with an unforgettable face, you may not know his name but you recognize him in every movie he’s been in. He was in the WW2 epic, “A Bridge Too Far,” he played the treacherous “Mornay” in “Braveheart” who famously had his head crushed by Mel Gibson. He played the “High Constable” in Tim Burton’s “Sleepy Hollow,” the sleazy “Mr. Hafez” in “The Mummy Returns” and “Uncle Garrow” in “Eragon.”

BERNARD BRESSLAW - “Rell - the Cyclops”

Born: February 25, 1934, Stepney, London, England, UK

Died: June 11, 1993, Regent’s Park, London, England, UK

Bernard turned what could’ve been a ridiculous “Chewbacca - esque” character into a strikingly sympathetic and downright lovable cyclops in Krull, without even pulling out his comedic chops which he may be best known for! Mr. Bresslaw was known for his towering presence of 6’7 and his side splitting comedy routines may be best exemplified in the “Carry On” series of comedies from the 60’s and 70’s. Bernard was also in “Jabberwocky,” “Old Dracula,” “Moon Zero Two” and “Doctor Who.”

LIAM NEESON - “Kegan”

Born: June 7, 1952, Ballymena, Northern Ireland.

Most famous for being the vengeful father with a “particular set of skills” in the “Taken” films, Liam Neeson has had a downright iconic bevy of film roles. Whether he’s playing the “History Channel host” in “Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues” or the gut wrenching and powerful portrayal of “Oskar Schindler” in “Schindler’s List,” Mr. Neeson can do it all! He’s played a Jedi, Zeus the god of thunder, taught and fought Batman, played an Irish cowboy, and my personal favorite and an underrated gem, he plays a burned out wolf killer in the depressing yet action packed “The Grey.”

GRAHAM MCGRATH - “Titch”

Born: July 29, 1971

Mr. McGrath has held his own alongside James Bond (Timothy Dalton), Carrie Fisher, Joan Collins, Gene Kelly, Rutger Hauer and of course Liam Neeson and never once has he not managed to hold your attention throughout every scene he’s in! Now also a creative director and writer, Graham has led a very interesting life, and for those who want to know more than this book could ever provide you on Graham’s life, you should check out his blog at (https://www.grahammcgrath.com). But for now I’ll just list a few of his other films that might peak your interest, like “Frankenstein” (1984), “Peter the Great” (1986), “Sins” and “Sea Dragon.”

ROBBIE COLTRANE - “Rhun”

Born: March 30, 1950, Rutherglen, South Lanarkshire, Scotland, UK

Died: October 14, 2022, Labert, Falkirk, Scotland, UK

Robbie Coltrane was a versatile and accomplished Scottish actor, comedian, and writer, best known for his portrayal of “Hagrid” in the “Harry Potter” film series.

He also played a caviar loving, bond “villain/friend” in “Goldeneye/The World is Not Enough,” Jekyll’s opposite, “Mr. Hyde” in “Van Helsing” and “Man in the bathroom” in “National Lampoon’s European Vacation.”

TODD CARTY - “Oswyn”

Born: August 31, 1963, Limerick, Ireland

Todd started acting at age 4 in various TV commercials before moving onto films and his true passion, theater. He played “Peter “Tucker” Jenkins” in the short lived TV series, “Tucker’s Luck,” played “PC Gabriel Kent” in “The Bill” and was in two episodes of “Doctor Who: Dimensions in Time.”

JOHN WELSH - “Seer”

Born: November 7, 1914, Wexford, Ireland

Died: April 21, 1985, Richmond, London, England, UK

Maybe one if not the most prolific actors in “Krull,” John Welsh acted in over 200 film and TV episodes. He was in “The Revenge of Frankenstein,” the camp classic “Konga,” “Rasputin: The Mad Monk” and “The Norseman.”

FRANCESCA ANNIS - “Widow of the Web”

Born: May 14, 1945, Kensington, London, England, UK

Francesca originally dreamed of being a nun but trained in ballet and eventually fell into playing smaller parts in various productions before officially catching the acting bug. She was “Lady Jessica” in “Dune” (1984), “Lady Macbeth” in Roman Polanksi’s “Macbeth,” she played the “Countess” in “Libertine” and was also in the cult classic “Revolver” alongside Jason Statham.

DICKEN ASHWORTH - “Bardolph”

Born: July 18, 1946, Todmorden, West Yorkshire, England, UK

Famously killed inside The Black Fortress’s “spike room” in Krull, Dicken has led a varied acting career. He has appeared in “Wallace and Gromit: The Curse of the Were-Rabbit,” “Tess,” “Doctor Who” and “Emmerdale Farm.”

TONY CHURCH - “Turold”

Born: May 11, 1930, London, England, UK

Died: March 25, 2008, London, England, UK

A lover of theater that mostly appeared in TV productions, with Krull being one of his few movie role exceptions. He was featured in “Tess,” “Edward and Mrs. Simpson” and “****The Cantor of St. Thomas’s.”

BERNARD ARCHARD - “Eirig”

Born: August 20, 1916, Fulham, London, England, UK

Died: May 1, 2008, Witham Friary, Somerset, England, UK

Bernard often played a detective or some other intellectual type that often used his wits to defeat his enemies. A prolific actor with an impressive array of film and TV roles, Archard’s most famous roles were in “The Day of the Jackal,” Polanksi’s “Macbeth” (1971), Hammer’s “The Horror of Frankenstein,” cult classic, “Village of the Damned” (1960) and 24 episodes of “Emmerdale Farm.”

BELINDA MAYNE - “Vella”

Born: October 2, 1954, Marylebone, London, England, UK

A cult film icon in her own right, Belinda barely makes an appearance in Krull, although it’s a memorable one. Her other roles really show her star power. She also appeared in “Emmerdale Farm”, but her more juicy roles were in “Don’t Open Until Christmas,” “Goliath Awaits,” “Lassiter” and “Wonder Woman” (1984).

BRONCO MCLOUGHLIN - “Nennog”

Born: August 10, 1938, Ashford, County Wicklow, Dublin, Ireland

Died: March 26, 2019, Broom Lodge, Nun’s Cross, Ireland

Bronco is best known for his extensive stunt work on film classics like “Willow,” “Total Recall” (1990), “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade,” “Vikings,” “Superman” (1978) and several Bond films. He was also listed as an actor on “Gangs of New York,” “Hellbound: Hellraiser II,” “Tai-Pan” and “Ordinary Decent Criminal.”

ANDY BRADFORD - “Darro”

Born: September 7, 1944, Cambridge, England, UK

Another stuntman with a robust list of acting roles, Andy’s towering frame of 6’8 coupled with his acting prowess, has helped him land some interesting roles and projects. He has worked as a stunt coordinator but possibly his most famous roles were alongside Roger Moore as “009” in “Octopussy,” “Hawkman” in “Flash Gordon,” “Dick Bent” in “Sid and Nancy” and a “Bumper Car Attendant” in a Mr. Bean episode.

GERARD NAPROUS - “Quain”

Born: February 22, 1947, Saint-Cyr-sous-Dourdan, France

Another one of Colwyn/Torquil’s men, Gerard is more of a stuntman than an actor, but has toed the line on both. His more famous stunt roles were in “Mission Impossible,” “Willow,” “Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves” and “Game of Thrones.”

CLARE MCINTYRE - “Merith”

Born: July 21, 1952, Harrogate, Yorkshire, England, UK

Died: November 27, 2009

Clare appeared in only a handful of films but made her mark in “The Pirates of Penzance,” “Empire State” and “A Fish Called Wanda.”

BILL WESTON - “Menno”

Born: May 29, 1941

Died: March 25, 2012

Bill had a healthy list of acting roles, but his stunt credits are NEXT LEVEL! He worked as a stormtrooper in “Star Wars: A New Hope,” was a stunt double in “2001: A Space Odyssey,” “Raiders of the Lost Ark,” “Batman” (1989) and also played in several Bond films.

LINDSAY CROUSE - “Lyssa” (Voice)

Born: May 12, 1948, NYC, New York, USA

She is an oscar nominated actress with recurring starring roles alongside screen legends like Paul Newman, Al Pacino, Russel Crowe, Kevin Costner, Ashley Judd and Robert Redford. Probably her most notable roles were playing alongside Paul Newman in “Slapshot” and “The Verdict”, but she also appeared alongside Charlie Sheen in the extremely quirky “The Arrival,” just to name a few.

DEREK LYONS - “White Slayer”

Born: September 25, 1958

Not only did Derek play one of the infamous “White Slayers” in Krull, he also played various villagers and other featured roles in the film. His impressive background acting roles can also be seen in “Star Wars: A New Hope,” “The Shining” (1980), “Lifeforce” and “Goldeneye.”


INTERVIEW WITH GRAHAM MCGRATH

“TITCH”

ERICK WOFFORD: What made you want to be an actor?

GRAHAM MCGRATH: I started acting at a young age, so my first steps into it were an exciting adventure for a six-year-old. I felt very lucky, and loved the creative process of playing scenes and bringing stories to life; being a part of that process became compelling as I started to train under LAMDA, developing my technique, and gaining more experience.

EW: What acting style did you study under? Meisner, Method, etc... and how did that help you prepare for your role in Krull?

GM: Stanislavski’s “Art of Experiencing” is the approach I most related to during my studies; I realized it was how I’d naturally been approaching acting from the beginning, before I got deeper into the science behind the Art.

EW: What was your backup plan, if acting didn’t work out for you?

GM: Life away from the studio or stage was always very grounded and “normal” for me, and the importance of getting good grades at school and college was important for my “back-up plan”, which was simply to have options to stretch into other industries. Whenever I was between acting jobs, I worked other jobs, from being a greengrocer, motor insurance broker, an electrical retailer, and even performing as a clown in a circus! Eventually, this back-up plan opened up alternative career opportunities and I found reward in broadening my horizons beyond “just being an actor”.

EW: What film projects in your career were the most fun to work on?

GM: Krull was certainly one of the most fun to work on, although I also particularly enjoyed working on a children’s TV series called THE TORCH, shot entirely on location in fascinating and beautiful places across several European countries. It was a great experience and forged some lasting friendships. (I loved working, full stop, so it was always a joy to be engaged on any of the projects I’ve been lucky enough to be involved with.)

EW: A lot of your roles are based on classic horror books, were you drawn to those before you took those roles?

GM: Funnily enough, the horror genre is one I am somewhat averse to! I have created horror experiences, played in horror stories, yet being an audience of the format is not something I am particularly keen on. In answering this question, I’ve realized that something I’m currently writing has an undertone of horror! Bizarre!

EW: What was your journey to winning the role of “Titch” in Krull? How did you hear about the film? What was your audition like? What did you think of the script? How did your agent help you find the role?

GM: Ron Silverman and Peter Yates (the producer and director of Krull, respectively) had seen me as Pip in a BBC TV serialization of GREAT EXPECTATIONS. This led to me being invited for an audition meeting at Pinewood Studios. It was
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