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RED HERRING

\ - A clue that has nothing
to do with the mystery

or situation at hand.

Argh ..., the mate said.
“Maybe those fish are

just red herrings; maybe there’s

something else we should be
worrying about.”
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GET YOUR GOAT

Means: To push a game far enough to get someone mad.

hen that ogre came by, stealing whatever he saw,

he really got Farmer Brown’s goat!

HORSING AROUND

Means: Just playing around.
E veryone thought Great-Aunt Zelda was

just horsing around when she entered

the Derby, but she won!
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GET THE BALL ROLLING
Means: To get things started.

\X/ hen it came to winter games, those country boys sure knew how to get the ball rolling.
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A Collection of Irresistible Idioms and Illustrations
to Tickle the Funny Bones of Young People
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MAKE A BEELINE

Means: Head straight for something—as quick as

you can!

B uzz was tired of the city and intended to

make a beeline for the country.

BRING HOME THE BACON

Means: Bring home the paycheck for
hard work done.

es, ma’am, you could always count on

hardworking Bob to bring

home the bacon.
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SHIPSHAPE
Means: Being neat, tidy—and ready to go.

( : aptain Smucker smiled to
see his shipshape ship

all scrubbed, trimmed

and ready to sail.

HIGH AND DRY

Means: Being left without a means

to survive.

N o food, no map, and now no
water! Methinks we've been

left high and dry!” the captain said.
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FEELING BLUE
Means: Feeling sad.

ust thinking about six more weeks of winter
had poor old Ben and his cat and dog—and

mouse—feeling blue.

RAINING CATS AND DOGS
Means: Raining heavily.

he Beverly sisters insisted on walking to
church even though it was raining cats
and dogs.






OEBPS/images/mose_9780399548154_epub3_006_r1.jpg
GONE TO THE DOGS
Means: A place has deteriorated or
fallen apart.

eighbors gossiped that ever since the
Joneses moved away, their house had
gone to the dogs.

IN A PICKLE

Means: Someone’s in big trouble!

Friends warned Maybelle: “Don’t balance on the

rim of that barrel, Maybelle!” Now she’s really in
a pickle.
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To BUSTER, INKY & GINGER






