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Chapter 1: Glimpses of Iceland and Sample Itinerary
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Iceland, a Nordic Island Nation between the North Atlantic and Arctic Oceans, has a scenic landscape dotted with geysers, volcanoes, hot springs, and lava fields. Since Iceland is located in the rift between the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates, frequent volcanic eruptions occur. One can see massive glaciers at Vatnajökull and Snæfellsjökull national parks. Most of Iceland's population lives in the capital, Reykjavik. Iceland is known as the land of fire and Ice.

Since 1918, Iceland became a fully sovereign and independent state with a personal union with Denmark, with Denmark carrying out foreign affairs and defence matters of Iceland. After the 25-year agreement with Denmark expired, Icelanders voted for the Icelandic Republic in 1944. Iceland's economy depends mainly on the fishing industry; about 20% of its export earnings are from it. Manufacturing and service industries also contribute to its economy. The tourism sector is also expanding, and 1.7 million international tourists will visit Iceland in 2022.

Most inhabitants of Iceland have access to inexpensive hot water, heating, and electricity due to abundance of geothermal power and hydroelectricity by the harnessing of many rivers and waterfalls. They contribute to 85% of the total energy requirement. 
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Transportation in Iceland:

Roads of Iceland:

Iceland has a high level of car ownership, amounting to 1.5 cars per individual. Though Iceland is a small country, it has 10000 km of roads. The main road is Route 1 or the Ring Road, which runs around Iceland and connects most inhabited places of Iceland. This road is 1332 km long and is paved. 

Trains:

There is no train route in Iceland.

Public Transport:

Both long-distance and City buses are operated by Strætó bs in Reykjavik. Smaller Towns, like Akureyri, Reykjanesbær and Selfoss, also provide local city buses.

Air Travel:

Iceland's main International Air passenger terminal is Keflavík International Airport (KEF), the largest airport in Iceland. It is 49 km from the City Centre of Reykjavic. There is another airport in Reykjavik, Reykjavík Airport (RKV), just 1.5 km from the City Centre, that serves the domestic flights of Iceland. Iceland's regular airports are Akureyri Airport (AEY) and Egilsstaðir Airport (EGS).

Iceland is a small but beautiful country. The 12-day itinerary should be sufficient to visit this country. Since Iceland has a minimal public transport system, tourism in Iceland heavily depends on conducted day tours. Self-drive touring in Iceland is also very popular. The leading tour operators in Iceland are (1) Extreme Iceland, (2) Arctic Adventures, (3) Icelandic Mountains Guides, (4) Iceland Horizon, (5) Midgard Adventures, and (6) Reykjavic Excursions.

Accommodation:

One can opt for hotels, homestays, B&Bs, tents, or apartments in Iceland. I prefer the following websites for booking accommodation online:

	https://www.booking.com/

	https://www.airbnb.com/


We visited Reykjavic by public transport, and the frequency and timing were so good that we did not face any problems visiting different Reykjavic places. We took the help of several well-organised day tours from Reykjavic to visit many places without much headache. We visited the locations in a specific order, and the name of the places in that order is given below:

1.Bakkagerði 2.Harpa Concert Hall 3.Faxagarður Cruise Terminal

4.Reykjavík Maritime Museum 5.Reykjavik Old Harbour  6.Hallgrimskirkja

7.Perlan 8.Skarfabakki Harbour 9.Skarfagarður Lighthouse

10.Frikirkjan or Lutheran Free Church 11.Pond Tjörnin 12.The Unknown Bureaucrat

13.Blue Lagoon 14.Hveradalir Geothermal Area 15.Selfoss

16.Gerðuberg Cliffs 17.Kolgrafafjörður 18.Kirkjufellsfoss

19.Snæfellsjökull National Park 20.Snæfellsjökull 21.Djúpalónssandur beach

22.Djúpalónssandur 23.Vatnshellir Cave 24.Arnarstapi

25.Kerid Crater 26.Thingvellir National Park 27.Friðheimar

28.Strokkur 29.Gullfoss Waterfall 30.LAVA Centre

31.Seljalandsfoss 32.Skógafoss 33.Sólheimajökull glacier parking lot

34.Sólheimajökulll 35.Mýrdalsjökull 36.Reynisfjara Beach

37.Vik 38.Jokulsarlon Glacier Lagoon 39.Vatnajokull

40.Kerlingarfjöll  41.Snæfellsnes 42.Stuðlagil Canyon Main Access

43.Dettifoss 44.Goðafoss Waterfall 45.Akureyri

46.Húsavík 47.Aldeyjarfoss 48.Mývatn

49.Námafjall 50.Ásbyrgi canyon 51.The Arctic Henge

52.Kolugljúfur Canyon 53.Hvitserkur 54.Kálfshamarsvík
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The places we will travel to are shown on the map, courtesy of "Google Maps".
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Must-see places in Iceland: Courtesy: Google My Map

https://bit.ly/3WitqwZ
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Chapter 2: Journey to Reykjavik, Iceland
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We started from Delhi International Airport on 1st August 2019 and reached Reykjavic Airport in Iceland via Helsinki on 2nd August. We stayed in a homestay apartment, which we booked for 6 days from Airbnb. The apartment was away from the busy downtown of Reykjavic, called Bakkagerði, 108 Reykjavík. This is one of the best apartments we have ever stayed in. This is a two-storeyed house with two bedrooms, a drawing room, a dining room and two toilets. The public transport bus stand was just 50 metres from the apartment, and an Asian supermarket (Vietnam Supermarket) was available nearby for our daily needs.
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Keflavik International Airport, Iceland
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Our Apartment in Bakkagerði , Reykjavik
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Chapter 3: Reykjavik: Capital of Iceland
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On the coast of Iceland, Reykjavik is Iceland's capital and the largest City.The National and Saga museums of Reykjavik traces the history of the Vikings of Iceland. The sky-touching Hallgrimskirkja church and rotating Perlan glass dome offer sweeping sea views and nearby hills. Blue Lagoon spa and the village of Grindavik are the places to visualise the Volcanic geothermal activities in Reykjavik. We stayed in an apartment in Bakkargerdi, which was booked from Airbnb. All the must-see places can be visited by local public transport provided by Strætó bs. The route planner provided by their website https://straeto.is/en gives all the timings and bus stands. They have single tickets as well as one and three-day passes. The single ticket is priced at 650 kr. with a 50% discount for Elderly 67 years or older and young people 12 to 17 years. 24 and 72-hour day-pass costs 2500 kr. and 5600 kr. respectively. Below is a map showing essential places in Reykjavik:
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Must-see places in Reykjavik: Courtesy: Google My Map

Harpa Concert Hall:

Harpa Concert Hall is a 15-minute bus ride from Skeifan bus stand, near our apartment. Harpa Concert Hall is also used as the Conference Centre of Reykjavic. The building has a beautiful coloured glass façade, representing Iceland's basalt landscape. Harpa was designed by a Danish Firm in cooperation with a Danish Artist, Olafur Eliasson. It houses the Iceland Symphony Orchestra and the offices of The Icelandic Opera. There is a sculpture of "The Musician" by the Icelandic sculptor Ólöf Pálsdóttir in the pond next to Harpa. The glass façade of Harpa consists of 714 LED lights, and they display a video work designed by Olafur Eliasson, the Danish Artist. The Netflix series "Sense 8" and "Black Mirror".
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Harpa Concert Hall, Reykjavik
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Sculpture The Musician, Harpa Concert Hall, Reykjavik
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Glass Work and LED lamps in Harpa
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Lava Pebble Shore Near Harpa Concert Hall, Reykjavik

Faxagarður Cruise Terminal:

Faxafloahafnir SF, or the Associated Icelandic Ports, was established in 2005. It manages all the port activities in Old Reykjavík Harbour and other harbours of Iceland. The harbour is not only a fisheries port; it caters to tourism port, leisure activities port and culture port. It also has a cruise boat facility, and the terminal is known as Faxagarður Cruise Terminal.
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Faxagarður Cruise Terminal, Reykjavik

Reykjavik Old Harbour:

The Reykjavik Old Harbour is the heart of Reykjavik, and the City grew around the harbour in the early 20th century. Faxafloahafnir SF, or the Associated Icelandic Ports Company, manages the harbour. Though initially, the harbour catered to fishing, it has now been replaced by tourism and whale watching, and the warehouses have been occupied by shops and restaurants.
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Old Harbour, Reykjavik
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Fish and Chips Shop, Old Harbour, Reykjavik

Reykjavík Maritime Museum:

While walking in the Old Harbour area of Reykjavik, we came across the Maritime Museum. The Museum was established in 2005. The Museum holds seven exhibitions displaying Icelandic maritime history and fishing history. There are a gift shop and the Víking Café inside the Museum. 
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Reykjavik Maritime Museum

Hallgrimskirkja Church:

Take a bus from Lækjartorg B bus stand near Old Harbour, go to Bíó Paradís bus stand and walk to Hallgrimskirkja Church. Hallgrimskirkja Church of Iceland is a Parish church in Reykjavik, Iceland, situated on the top of Skólavörðuholt hill. It was designed by Architect Guðjón Samúelsson and was commissioned in 1937. The Church resembles Iceland's landscape, which includes trap rocks, mountains, and glaciers. The Church is 244 feet tall, the tallest and largest Church in Iceland and among the tallest structures in the country. The Church's curved spire and side wings have become an essential symbol of Iceland's national identity since its completion in the 1980s. The interior has a 1,676 square metres area. The Pipe Organ, which is 15 metres tall and weighs 25 metric tons, was built by the German organ builder Johannes Klais of Bonn. The Church is named after the Icelandic poet and cleric Hallgrimur Petursson, author of the Passion Hymns. There is a lift inside the Church that goes to the observation Deck. The panoramic view of the City from the top of the Church is magnificent.
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Hallgrimskirkja Church, Reykjavik
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The Nave of Hallgrimskirkja Church, Reykjavik
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Pipe Organ inside Hallgrimskirkja Church, Reykjavik
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View from Observation point, Hallgrimskirkja Church, Reykjavik

Perlan:

Take a bus from the Snorrabraut bus stand near the Hallgrimskirkja parking lot to the Perlan bus stand and walk to the Perlan bus stand. Perlan is a Natural History
































	Reykjavik Apartment, Ground Floor, Stigahlíð 93, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Capital-Inn, Suðurhlíð 35d, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Grímur Hotel, Efstaland 26, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Summerday guesthouse, Grensásvegur 24, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.summerday.is/

	Arctic Comfort Hotel, Síðumúli, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Myrin Guesthouse, Starmýri 2c, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://myrin-guesthouse.hotels-reykjavik-is.com/en/

	Bolholt Apartments, Bolholt 6, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://bolholtapartments.com/

	Reykjavík Eco Campsite, Sundlaugavegur 32, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.reykjavikcampsite.is/

	Mr. Midtun, Miðtún 8, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Opal Apartments, 151 Reykjavík,, Laugavegur, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://opalapartments.is/

	Heidashome, Hverfisgata 102, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Theatre Row Apartments, Lindargata 14, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Three Sisters Studio Apartments, Ránargata 16 and Ægisgata 4, Reykjavik, 101 IS, 101, Iceland

	House of the Spirits, Ránargata 1, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://houseofspirits101.com/

	Grótta Northern Lights Apartment & Rooms, Valhúsabraut, 170 Seltjarnarnes, Iceland: https://www.grottanorthernlights.com/

	And many more



	Pure deli, Suðurlandsbraut 48, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://puredeli.is/

	Pizzan Fellsmúla, Fellsmúli, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://pizzan.is/

	Haninn Suðurlandsbraut, Suðurlandsbraut 46, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Fresco, Suðurlandsbraut 48, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://fresco.is/

	Mandi Skeifan, Skeifan, Faxafen 9, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.mandi.is/

	Salatbarinn, Faxafen 9, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://salatbarinn.is/

	Tian Chinese Restaurant, 44JG+R84, Grensásvegur, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://tianrestaurant.is/

	TASTY – RVK, Skútuvogur 13, 104 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.tasty.is/

	Grillhúsið, Laugavegi, Laugavegur 96, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.grillhusid.is/

	Kebab Sara, Grensásvegur 14, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.kebabsara.is/

	Vietnam Express, 60, Háaleitisbraut 58, Reykjavík, Iceland: https://vietexpress.is/

	Kröns, Laugavegur 74, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.krons.is

	Subway, Sudurlandsbraut 46, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://subway.is/

	Plan B Burger, Suðurlandsbraut 4, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.planbburger.is/

	Olifa - La Madre Pizza, Suðurlandsbraut 12, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.olifapizzeria.is/

	Lemon Suðurlandsbraut, Suðurlandsbraut, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.lemon.is/

	Perlan Restaurant & Café, Varmahlíð 1, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.perlan.is/en-gb/veitingar

	Bangkok Take Away, Gulgata 11, Smiðjuvegur, 200 Kópavogur, Iceland: Gulgata 11, Smiðjuvegur, 200 Kópavogur, Iceland

	LÓA Restaurant, Laugavegur 95-99 Main entrance from Snorrabraut, Laugavegur, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.loa.is/

	Jörgensen Kitchen & Bar, Laugavegur 120, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.jorgensenkitchen.com/

	Craft burger kitchen, Nýbýlavegur 8, 200 Kópavogur, Iceland: http://www.cbk.is/

	2Guys: Laugavegur 105, Laugavegur 105 101, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.2guys.is/

	Reykjavík Chips, Vitastígur 10, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://rvkchips.is/

	Reykjavík Fish Restaurant, Skólavörðustígur 8, 101, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://reykjavikfish.is/

	Fjallkonan, Hafnarstræti 101, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://fjallkona.is/

	Sumac Grill + Drinks, Laugavegur 28, 101, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.sumac.is/

	Anna Jóna, Hafnarhvoll, Tryggvagata 11, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.annajona.is/

	La Poblana, Laugavegur 12, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Caruso, Austurstræti 22, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.caruso.is/

	Duck & Rose, Austurstræti 14, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://duckandrose.is/



	Bónus, Laugavegur 59 Kjörgarður, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://www.bonus.is/

	Krambúð, Skólavörðustígur 42, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.krambudin.is/

	Extra Barónsstígur, Barónsstígur 4 101, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Pétursbúð, Ránargata 15, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Corner Market, Laugavegur 20b, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Krónan, Hallveigarstigur 1, 101, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://kronan.is/

	Euro Market, 43RQ+V3R, 105 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Ok market, Hlíðarfótur 11, 102 Reykjavík, Iceland

	Hagkaup, Skeifan 15, 108 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.hagkaup.is/

	Nettó, Fiskislóð 3, 101 Reykjavík, Iceland: https://netto.is/

	Melabúðin, 107 Reykjavík, Iceland: http://www.melabudin.is/

	Iceland, 104, Álfheimar 37, Reykjavík, Iceland: http://icelandbudir.is/
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