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    The Holy Spirit and Christian Maturity


    Ransom Press International believes the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence is essential for Christian maturity and victorious living over sin, the world, and the devil. Without the Holy Spirit living in and working within us, we have no hope of sharing in Christ’s inheritance:  For all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are sons of God (Romans 8).


    As joint-heirs with Christ, we receive the Father’s promises, including the Holy Spirit’s anointing. The Spirit equips us with gifts and ministries, which bear fruit through us as we surrender to God’s ways and not our own. Each believer matures at their own pace and according to their willingness to carry the cross of Christ. Because of this, we recognize differences in how the Spirit moves, but we trust that all will grow into a powerful anointing in time.


    Our mission is to preach Christ at every level of belief and faith — patient with those who mature slowly while keeping pace with those moving from hearing to seeing by the Spirit. We do not favor groups or denominations or promote any belief system beyond the cross of Christ and its full work. Our covering is the Holy Spirit alone, and our allegiance is to him, not to men or organizations. Yet, we gladly partner with those ministering with pure hearts and clean hands, committed to preaching the cross and reaching even the most unlikely for the kingdom of God.


    At Ransom Press International, our ultimate mission comes from Ephesians: 


    For the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of the body of the Christ until we all come forth in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the coming of age of the Christ: That we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive, but following the truth in charity, let us grow up into him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and well tied together among itself by the nourishment that every connecting bond supplies, by the operation of each member according to measure they have received, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in charity (Ephesians 4:12–16).
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    Part I


    The Universal 
Epistle of James


  



  

    Introduction to James


    There are three apostles referred to in the New Testament as James.[1] (1) James, the son of Zebedee, the brother of John, was killed by King Herod early on.[2] This happened well before the twelve tribes were scattered. (2) James the son of Alphaeus [3] was also one of the original twelve apostles [4] and known as James the lesser.[5] (3) James the son of Mary and Joseph, the natural sibling of Jesus, was not one of the twelve but came to strong faith after the resurrection [6] and is recognized in Scripture as an apostle.[7] It is generally recognized that this epistle was written by James the son of Alphaeus, brother of Jude or Judas (not Iscariot).[8]


    


    

      

        1.  James is the Greek form of Jacob. This name is mentioned forty-one times in the NT.


      

      

        2.  Acts 12:2


      

      

        3.  Alphaeus means “changing” or “successor.”


      

      

        4.  Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15


      

      

        5.  Mark 15:40


      

      

        6.  Acts 1:14


      

      

        7.  But I saw none of the other apostles, except James the Lord’s brother. (Galatians 1:19)


      

      

        8.  Luke 6:16


      

    

  



  

    Chapter One


    James 1


    1 James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus, the Christ, to the twelve tribes [9] which are scattered abroad, greeting.


    James makes it clear that he totally belongs to God and to the Lord Jesus, who is the Christ or Messiah. This letter, which is addressed to the twelve tribes that are scattered abroad, seems to have been written during or after the destruction of Jerusalem (after AD 70). The tone of this letter strongly suggests that it is directed to both believers and unbelievers. Those of the Jewish nation are natural brothers to James, and so are the converted Gentiles who had now been included in the commonwealth of Israel.[10]


    2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into diverse trials,


    3 knowing that the proving of your faith works patience,


    4 and the patience finishes the work, that ye may be perfect and entire, not lacking anything.


    When we fall into diverse trials, which are different types of trials that occur unexpectedly and that we are unable to avoid, this is a motive for joy because it has to do with proving our faith. If our faith remains steadfast amid trials and tribulations, this works patience, and the patience finishes the work. Patience is linked to bearing good fruit.[11] God is patient.[12] The goal is that we may be perfect and entire, not lacking anything.


    5 And if any of you lacks wisdom,[13] let them ask of God (who gives abundantly to all, and without reproach), and it shall be given them.


    If we realize that we lack wisdom (and don’t we all), the solution is to ask of God. He gives abundantly to all, and without reproach — after he has cleansed us, he will not hold our past against us, whatever it may have been. When God’s children ask him for wisdom, he will not turn them down.


    6 But ask in faith, not doubting anything. For he [14] that doubts is like the wave of the sea which is driven of the wind and is tossed from one side to another.


    To ask in faith is to petition God even while maintaining complete trust and confidence in him instead of waffling back and forth between belief (faith in him) and unbelief (linked to disobedience).[15] The person who doubts is like the wave of the sea. The waves go whichever way the prevailing wind blows. This is what happens to those who doubt God and refuse to believe his great and mighty promises. They get tossed from one side to another.


    7 For let not such a man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.


    8 The double minded man is unstable in all his ways.


    Doubters cannot expect that they shall receive anything of the Lord. They are linked here to double-mindedness, and the double minded man is unstable in all his ways. Therefore, those who doubt that God is the source of wisdom are unable to remain steadfast and patient through diverse trials. When their faith is tested, they repeatedly fail the test because they refuse to receive the wisdom God has given.


    9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in his high status;


    10 and he who is rich, in his low status, because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.


    11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withers the grass, and its flower falls, and the beautiful appearance of it perishes: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.


    Those who are considered here and now to be of low degree are to rejoice in the high status that they have before God. Those who are presently considered to be rich can rejoice in their low status. Jesus said, But many that are first shall be last, and many of the last shall be first.[16]


    12 Blessed is the man that patiently endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to them that love him.


    Bouts of temptation can be very prolonged and require patient steadfastness in our faith — in our dependence on God and on what he says. The crown of life is mentioned twice in Scripture. The other reference is contained in the letter dictated by Jesus to the apostle John, which is addressed to the congregation of Smyrna: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.[17]


    Believers at the time this was written and those throughout the history of Christianity, even until now, are not immune to temptation. One of the many temptations to be patiently endured is that of being faced with a prolonged opportunity to deny the Lord in order to save something we think belongs to us. This includes our wealth, reputation, job, or even our physical life. Note that the crown of life is promised to the one that patiently endures temptation, and this is linked to them that love him (more than they love themselves).


    In his letter to the congregation in Philadelphia, Jesus warned them: Behold, I come quickly [or suddenly]; hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.[18] We must hold fast to our relationship with God, to our love for him (our number one priority) if we are to receive a crown and reign and rule with Christ. Many trials and temptations will be thrown at us to try our faith.[19]


    13 Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither does he tempt anyone:


    14 But each one is tempted, when they are drawn away of their own lust and enticed.


    15 Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.


    Temptations do not come from God. For us to be enticed into sin, we must give in to lust, which has to do with overmastering desires that may be linked to unrestrained bodily appetites. Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin. The Greek word here for “sin” is hamartia, which means “to aim at the wrong target.” In other words, we may aim to please God, or we may aim to please our own lust. If we choose the latter, then sin (aiming at the wrong target), when it is finished, brings forth death. Sin is directly opposed to righteousness, which is a state of being in which we live in fellowship with God, aiming to please him above all else. It is the will of God for our hearts to be circumcised [20] — for the control of the flesh with its lust or inordinate desires to be cut by the Holy Spirit.[21]


    16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.


    17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness neither shadow of turning.


    God desires to give good and perfect gifts to his children [22] who ask in faith, not doubting anything. In fact, he is the only source of anything good and perfect.[23] He is the Father of lights. He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world [24] and who does not change,[25] and his plans and expectations for us remain constant. Jesus told his disciples that corporately, Ye are the light of the world.[26] The plan of the Father of lights is to bring us out of darkness and into his
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