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‘It happened one day, about noon, going towards my boat, I was exceedingly surprised with the print of a man’s naked foot on the shore, which was very plain to be seen in the sand . . .’
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FOREWORD TO THE SECOND EDITION

Bob ‘Bobby’ Carss has used his wealth of experience to give an insight into the secrets of the tracker.

Learning to read sign enables everyone to choose a safe route through life, staying safe and avoiding dangers.

Bobby tracks the trackers – a great book.

John ‘Lofty’ Wiseman
Hereford, April 2008


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

My original purpose in setting down some of the lessons learnt over years of tracking was to try to share with my young son and other young people the sense of adventure and discovery that I’d had with my father when growing up in Scotland. Although our territory would be the Wye Valley and Brecon Beacons rather than Roxburghshire, I knew that the lessons of tracking would be the same and that applying them could open a whole world of nature as well as establish habits of observation that would make my son’s entire life richer. One of my father’s greatest gifts to me was time spent together out of doors, guiding me with both words and example to be aware of the wonders around us that remain hidden to the uninitiated.

To my surprise, the book hit a chord not only with young people and experienced trackers in Great Britain, but also with a much wider audience throughout the world. Thus, letters and emails have come to me from environmentalists, bird-watchers, Scouts, police, and others in Canada and the United States, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and countries throughout Europe. Readers have made comments, shared their experiences, sought advice on specific scenarios – and asked why the book was so hard to find when they wanted another copy! The first edition had sold out swiftly, and those who had copies kept them to consult on day trips and longer expeditions as well as to use in setting up tracking courses. Thus, this second edition meets a real need. Wherever one lives, the environment offers many opportunities for tracking, but practitioners are harder to find; this book can help you get started whether there is a kindly gillie nearby or not.

Readers also asked for more real-life tracker stories and offered some stories of their own. Of course, the point of a tracking manual is to keep it brief so that it will be easy to carry and so that critical points are not overlooked. Thus, the new stories in this edition will, as before, be in the form of short examples. Should you wish to read longer accounts about how tracking has been employed, a few are suggested at the back of this edition – both true adventure stories and a few fictional ones in which tracking plays a part.

And readers of all ages reported that although they remembered lessons as they read and carried out the exercises chapter by chapter, they found it hard to bear everything in mind whilst on the trail. This is understandable: tracking demands close observation, precise memory, and awareness of many other things simultaneously. The ultimate answer is study, practice, review, practice again – and lots of self-discipline! Even experienced trackers get rusty if away from tracking too long. But short checklists can be helpful in jogging the memory, especially in the early days and especially for such important drills as assembling equipment and moving through close jungle environments. Therefore, a new tracking aide-mémoire has been added in Chapter 26. This aide-mémoire can be used as a study guide as well as a refresher on key points before heading into the field.

Welcome to the world of tracking. Happy tracking trails!

Bob Carss


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

My first debt of gratitude is to 22 Special Air Service Regiment and the New Zealand Special Air Service and all their highly talented jungle instructors who taught me tracking and, most importantly, introduced me to the Iban trackers of Brunei from whom I was able to learn a great deal by observing their methods.

Also I would like to thank Roy Thomasson, not only for his illustrations, which breathe life into the subject matter, but also for his support throughout this enterprise, especially in the early stages when his encouragement sustained me. Thanks are also due to Stewart Birch for his help in editing and writing, and Anne Harbour for her unstinting professional help in ensuring this second edition became a reality.

Finally, I want to thank those members who are no longer with us for their contributions that helped me write this book.


INTRODUCTION

This book is about tracking – a serious subject in which I am passionately involved. It is not about the SAS. I was fortunate enough to have served in 22 SAS for eighteen years and whilst there enhanced and developed my interest in tracking – that is the connection. Don’t expect to find any state secrets in this book. The only secrets that I wish to pass on are those from nature, gained by the study and practice of the art of tracking. I hope this study will enrich your life as much as it has mine.

I was born in the urban environment of Newcastle. My mother and father moved when I was very young so I was brought up in Kelso, a small market town on the English/Scottish border. This was to be the start of my interest in country life and nature. I learnt a lot fishing and walking with my father, listening to and watching local people, and spending many days wandering the countryside as a young boy.

By the age of fifteen I knew a great deal about the countryside and the wildlife it supported, absorbing some valuable lessons that were to become useful throughout my military career. Leaving Kelso at age fifteen, I joined the Army as a boy soldier. I enlisted as Junior Private Carss in the 1st Battalion of the King’s Own Scottish Borderers (KOSBs) at Pennycuik barracks near Edinburgh. I felt immensely proud to join this infantry regiment. At seventeen and a half, after my ‘apprenticeship’, I was posted to my battalion in Germany. I later served with them in a number of overseas postings. I enjoyed life in the KOSBs, but by 1971 I felt the need for a greater challenge so I applied for and passed selection for the SAS, which is based in Hereford – the city which has been my home ever since.

My service in 22 SAS took me all over the world, always in varied and interesting work. All volunteers for the SAS have to undergo jungle training, which forms an important part of the selection and continuation training. My initial jungle training lasted ten weeks, conducted by the very experienced Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) ‘Geordie’ Tindale and his very experienced and enthusiastic team of NCOs, who shared a passionate interest in jungle soldiering. The first phase of jungle training consisted of seven weeks 24/7, up at first light learning SOPs (Standard Operational Procedures); the second phase consisted of a two-week tracking course; and the third phase was spent looking for illegal loggers.

Learning to track with very knowledgeable and very experienced men – men who had survived years on operations throughout the world – brought to life all the things I had learned as a child roaming the countryside. It was hard work, but it suited me down to the ground and this early period in 22 SAS was a deeply satisfying time for me. The SAS, like any sound organization, tries to match jobs with people’s interests and abilities, so I was often sent to work in jungle environments.

After twelve years’ service, I came out of 22 SAS for a short period – and then decided to go back in. This second time I was 31 years old, not 21. I was fortunate to have two mates of mine rejoining at the same time: Stewart Birch, who helped me with this book, and Charlie C. We had all been in the same squadron and had served in the Oman War together. We completed, and passed, all of the 22 SAS selection again, including the jungle training, and we rejoined the same squadron we had left. The Sergeant Major was Roy Thomasson, who has also helped me to complete this book.

Fortunately, I was just in time for the Falklands War. After I came back from the Falklands, I had a serious talk with myself and decided that having lost twelve years’ seniority, I was not going to become a general. Thus, the best way for me to put something back into the system was to concentrate on what I know best: hands-on field soldiering. With a few more trips to the jungle and a New Zealand tracking instructor course behind me, I started to teach tracking and survival proper.

Then I was asked if I wanted the job of chief instructor at the Jungle Warfare School. I took it and spent over two years there teaching tracking, long-range patrol courses run on the same lines as 22 SAS jungle training, jungle warfare courses, and jungle maiden courses. Not long after I returned to Hereford I was posted to 22 SAS Training Wing for two years, teaching mainly combat survival courses – that is, trapping, shelters, fires, food, and water – and going to the jungle to help set up jungle warfare training camps.

After two years on Training Wing, I was posted to a training area to assist a good friend of mine, RSM ‘Jock’ Owen. Apart from other jobs to be done, I decided to build a Tri-Service Survival Area from scratch and to run survival weekends. The students in my first group were children with learning difficulties; the students in my second group were members of the TA (Territorial Army, comparable with the National Guard in the United States and with other such units around the world). 22 SAS still use this survival area today.

During my career with 22 SAS, I was fortunate enough to spend over 30 months actually in the jungle. Obviously I have omitted a lot of information about my career with 22 SAS in order to concentrate mainly on subjects that have enabled me to write this book. Counting my service as a Boy Soldier, I spent nearly 25 years in the British Army, 18 of them with 22 SAS. I was given the opportunity to do what I do best, hands-on field soldiering. In this book, I pass some of that experience on to you.

Back in civilian life I have continued to take an active interest in the outdoor, country life. There is a great deal that I would like to share with others. I look forward to when I can go out into the countryside with my son, Ben, to whom this book is dedicated, and share with him my enthusiasm for the natural world.

This book is designed to appeal to all ages from all backgrounds, and the use of male pronouns should be read as meaning both genders. It draws heavily upon my personal experience and my military career – especially my practical knowledge of the countryside. Although certain chapters are of more immediate significance to specialist groups, I recommend that all readers sample all chapters – there is much to be learnt from a cross-fertilization of ideas in tracking, as in many other inter-disciplinary subjects. The outdoor pursuits teacher will learn from the jungle experiences of a soldier, just as much as an NCO instructor will profit from the lateral thinking of the psychologist.

The book starts by putting tracking into a modern perspective by briefly looking at its development and then showing the present day applications, describing the attributes the tracker is trying to foster, and defining tracking terms. From this baseline the book progresses through a study of sign to development of the powers of observation, movement (stalking), and on to the track pursuit drill proper. Once the principles of the drill are established, we move to specific examples and chapters dedicated to advanced techniques.

A short summary in outline form appears at the end of each chapter. These summaries have been collated into the aide-mémoire that makes up Chapter 26. The serious student and the instructor will find these a useful tool, both for review in preparing for the next stage of tracking and as a critical prompt to memory in the field.

Finally, at the back of the book you will find two pages for you to record your own notes. Although you may wish to use a notebook, I thought it necessary to make the point that you never stop learning about tracking – you will learn new lessons from each follow.

This book will guide you stage by stage through the various practices that lead up to tracking itself.

If you are prepared to put the skills into practice as you read through the book, you will start to assimilate the knowledge straightaway. By the end of the book you will be well on the road to starting your career as a tracker.

To be a successful tracker, as in any other occupation, you will have to adhere to the age-old adage that nothing is achieved except by hard, conscientious work.

Read the book!
Follow the spoor!
Good luck!


PART ONE

THE BRIEFING


1

TRACKING TODAY – SOME MODERN APPLICATIONS

People’s first comment, or at least their first thoughts, when they hear an account of an incident where tracking has been employed is something along the lines of, ‘How unusual!’ It is as if the skills associated with trackers and tracking had died out long ago, and the disciplines had no relevance to modern day life. My aim is to dispel this misconception and to open up the benefits of tracking to a much wider audience. At the moment there are, it seems, only two groups who are aware of the usefulness of the tracker’s knowledge in modern society.

Firstly, there are the specialist military units who have kept the skills alive – despite great resistance from some quarters of the military establishment. And secondly, there are the rural police forces who have brought in trackers, usually ex-military, on a case by case basis but who rarely have a formal training programme for their own trackers.

In my opinion this is a sad under-utilization of a wealth of knowledge that our ancestors have built up over millennia. I believe that tracking can play a wider and valuable role in modern society.

A historical perspective

The tracking skill initially developed because of man’s desire for meat. Naturally weaker than most of his prey and having only primitive weapons, man was forced to use other skills. He had to observe the areas frequented by and the habitats of the animals and birds which he intended catching for food.

This basic feature is reflected even today in that some of the best game trackers in the world come from the more remote areas where they live a very unsophisticated existence close to nature. Often their way of life, customs and social habits are dominated by the ‘game chase’ and the ‘after catch’ celebrations. A classic example of this hunting-centred lifestyle was the Great Plains Indians of North America. They migrated with the game herds that not only provided them with food, but also clothing, ornaments, tools, shelter and fuel. It is not surprising that their dances and their spiritual life were fashioned around the buffalo and the other animals that supported them. This is just one example of how fundamental hunting and therefore tracking are to mankind.

Even after man had domesticated animals and cultivated the land, tracking did not become redundant. It was a skill in his arsenal when warring against other tribes. He soon found that even with inferior numbers and weapons, by employing stealth, cunning, surprise, and superior knowledge of bush craft he was able to overcome and defeat his victims. Reprisals and revenge naturally followed, and so tracking and scouting skills were firmly established in warfare.

The vast majority of the civilian population and even military leaders and police chiefs are unaware of the potential use of trained trackers, but, with some imagination, it is not difficult to envisage tracking’s many uses.

Law enforcement agencies

Tracking with most law enforcement agencies is orientated primarily towards scent tracking, employing highly trained tracker dogs. Their work ranges from the pursuit of law-breaking fugitives to the detection of explosives and narcotics. The USA border patrol is but one enforcement agency that currently employs these tracking techniques in its never-ending task of stopping illegal entry into the USA.

Scent tracking is established as a useful tool but the same enthusiasm has not yet extended to visual tracking, where expertise could equally well be used. To limit the use of tracking to scent tracking is to impose a severe limitation. The visual tracker can be especially useful in rural areas. Speaking from experience of having trained an anti-poaching unit (APU) in Botswana, I know how useful, and lethal, visual trackers can be – as do the unfortunate Zimbabwean poachers who tried to outrun and outshoot our APU.

In my opinion there are two areas in which visual trackers should be involved with police work. Firstly, there should be a pool of Home Office-certified trackers who are on call to constabularies – rather like interpreters are on call. And secondly, they have a briefing role – to explain to senior officers the applications of visual tracking and to make all officers aware of the importance of preserving the sign (see Chapter 2) for the tracker.

The military

Recent military tracking provides many examples of the application of this ancient skill. It is man tracking man, either to gain information or to kill him. The low-intensity, counter-insurgency wars of the post-colonial era provide many examples of the employment of trackers. It is such a rich and varied field that I have devoted a whole chapter to it – see Chapter 18. But even here, once the conflicts have been resolved, the tracking units are usually disbanded and the men remustered, thus dispersing and eventually losing the pool of skills. The New Zealand SAS is one unit that has had the foresight to keep tracking skills as an essential component of the military curriculum.

The benefits of preserving the knowledge and skills of a tracker within a military establishment are twofold. Firstly, the training that a tracker undergoes can be seen as honing the skills that any infantry soldier needs – observation, movement and concealment. And secondly, the skills are ready for immediate utilization by the higher commands in such bushfire emergency situations as search and rescue of downed pilots, as in Iraq or Bosnia, when the TACBE (the emergency beacon carried by aircrew for locating purposes) may have been lost, damaged, stolen or removed if the aircrew have been captured – or it simply ran out of power.

Cave and mountain rescue

Rescue organizations are often called upon to locate missing persons. Unfortunately, they possess limited or no knowledge in the arts of tracking. Consequently a great deal of sign (see Chapter 2) is normally obliterated by the first person on the scene, making it almost impossible for any immediate pursuit by trained trackers. Vital time is wasted and the results can be tragic.

Conservationists

For the nature enthusiast, whether he is a professional paid conservation officer or the unpaid amateur working for the RSPB, there is a great benefit to be had from a proper grounding in tracking. With a fuller understanding of what is happening in a particular environment they gain a greater satisfaction from their pursuits, and professionals are better placed to protect species and encourage the development of the wildlife.

Gamekeepers

As any professional gamekeeper knows, he is now protecting a very valuable asset for his employer. Land and livestock are under threat from ruthless, well-organized gangs, both local and, perhaps more importantly, from out of area. These criminals do not enter a region on a whim. They plan their raids with precision because they know the profits to be gained are huge. The knowledge that a trained tracker could elicit from studying the areas where either raids have taken place or, even better, where the reconnaissance and preparation for a raid have taken place would be an invaluable weapon in the anti-poaching units’ armoury. This is not just of relevance to the African government trying to protect its stock of rhino but also to the Yorkshire or Scottish gamekeeper trying to preserve stocks of pheasants and salmon.

A gamekeeper’s use of tracking skills is not confined to anti-poaching activities; they can also be used to protect their charges from other wildlife predators. To catch, trap, shoot or control the wildlife in their area of operation they must first be able to locate and identify the areas frequented by these animals.

Farmers and livestock owners

The activities of rustlers may conjure up romantic images of the Wild West but to the Welsh sheep farmer or the private zoo-owner who has a rare species stolen, rustling is simply a matter of common-or-garden theft. Often though, the environment in which these crimes take place is ideally suited to the effective deployment of a tracker – if the owners are aware and do not foul the sign.

Country recreationalists

Any person who is interested in the countryside is seeing only a fraction of the life around him if he hasn’t got the tracker’s awareness of the observation of detail. This knowledge can enhance a country-based hobby beyond belief. It is the difference between an illiterate and a literate person standing in front of a signpost. Orienteers, fell walkers, fishermen, hunters, botanists, and anyone with a love of or an interest in nature will find that their enjoyment and knowledge increase tremendously.

Educationalists

For the adult who has responsibilities for the personal development of the young and for the educationalist in general there is profound value in the study of tracking. It may seem paradoxical that a topic so readily associated with warlike activities should be proposed as being of use to the teacher in a liberal democracy but I’m sure the following observations will banish any preconceived ideas.

Observation, memory, analysis, and deduction are all fundamental mental operations that need to be cultivated in the young mind – and they also happen to be the basis of the tracker’s mental process. What better way to develop these processes than in an educationally fun environment for groups of all ages? I see this being extremely efficacious with children who have not responded well in a more formal teaching setting, or as an adjunct to an outdoor pursuits environment. As well as developing rational skills, emotional traits inculcated by tracker training are also of great worth – patience, determination, concentration, and an appreciation and respect for the countryside and its wildlife (see Chapter 5 for a full exposition of the qualities of a tracker and Chapter 17 for the material specifically for the teacher and instructor). The educational value of tracking should not be underestimated and there is a good argument for introducing tracking into any school syllabus for outdoor pursuits. One can see the development of a tracker as a progress through several stages. First of all he must cultivate his powers of observation and attention to detail. Then he must develop and practise his memory and deduction. Along with these skills, habits of perseverance and patience are being encouraged.

I am sure that many in the armed forces, the police, and the cave and mountain rescue services will find invaluable, and possibly lifesaving, lessons in this book. For other groups such as conservationists, ornithologists, and country sportsmen and women this book will enhance their understanding and enjoyment of their pastimes.

And finally, for the young person, I hope this book fosters an interest in the countryside, conservation and nature, just as the following incident did for me when I was lucky enough to have it explained to me by the gamekeeper. We were out walking one winter’s morning when he pointed out where a rabbit had been crouching in the snow – there was a round patch about five by nine inches. Then he showed me how the rabbit must have been startled as it accelerated suddenly – the hind feet were ahead of the fore feet within a few paces. Then the rabbit’s path became erratic. It was trying to escape but there were no other tracks. Then he showed me a few spots of blood. The rabbit had been attacked but by a hunter that left no track. To a six-year-old this was a mystery – obvious when the gamekeeper told me about hawks and owls. We then found a great deal more blood. And then the remains of the rabbit. The gamekeeper showed me the prints of the bird of prey in the snow by the rabbit’s carcass. He was just about to outline in the snow the difference between a hawk’s print and that of an owl’s when the rabbit’s attacker came swooping in to finish its meal and prove the gamekeeper right. The sort of incident you never forget!


2

SOME DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Before going any further I would like to mention some of the terms used in tracking that you will find useful throughout this book. They are organized in like groups, so that the earlier ones will help to explain the later entries.

Tracking

Tracking can be defined as the art of being able to locate, identify and pursue sign and, from intelligent interpretations and deductions, gain reasonably accurate information about the quarry concerned. The same skills apply whether it is a human being, an animal, a bird, or a vehicle. When applied to animals, in particular, it has been known by different names in different continents – trailing in North America, spooring in Africa, and pugging in India. Put simply, tracking is the following and interpretation of sign.

Sign

A sign is any physical indication left on or in the environment by the passage of any animal or inanimate object. The following are some examples of visual signs:

•   Sap from a bruised root or trunk of a tree

•   Disturbance to animal, bird or insect life

•   Change in colour and unnatural formation of vegetation due to disturbance

•   Lack of water and dew on vegetation

•   Footprints in bare or muddy ground

•   Mud, soil or sand on vegetation

•   Animal droppings, fur, feathers, and bones

•   Bruises, breaks and cuts in vegetation

A sign is so important in tracking that a separate chapter, Chapter 3, is devoted to a more detailed breakdown and explanation of it.

Ground sign

These are ground-level marks or disturbances. (See also Chapter 3.)

Top sign

This is defined as any sign above the ankle. (See also Chapter 3.)

Conclusive sign

This is sign directly linked to the quarry, such as a boot print in soft ground. (See also Chapter 3.)

Substantiating sign

This is sign probably made by the quarry but it cannot be tied to him conclusively. (See also Chapter 3.)

Key sign

Key sign is the most prominent. The track may have 20 to 30 different types of sign and the tracker will have to be familiar with all these. But, in fact, he will be concentrating on a combination of two to three signs at any one time – these are the key signs. Because of the nature of the ground and changes in vegetation, key signs will change and one will become more important at any one time. The key sign will vary depending on the landscape, be it primary and secondary forest, scrub, swamp and grassland, or desert and snow-covered areas. Obviously, some signs are common to all areas, such as a footprint or a tyre track. Key sign, like all sign, is affected by climatic and seasonal changes. It alters with the time of day and before, during, and after snow or rain – all of which will greatly influence the amount of sign left in any area.

Sign pattern

A sign pattern indicates the habits or the peculiarities of a quarry. This information may be of a particular individual or it may be building up a profile of the group or species. An example of this would be deer coming out of the forests at dusk to graze on the farmer’s crops.

Time bracket

All sign in the initial stages is placed into a time bracket, that is, the time lapse between the earliest possible time that the sign could have been made and the time it was located.

Straight edge

This is the line found on leaves or blades of grass caused by the application of pressure. Most leaves, dry or green, are curled and if trodden on will break or bend in a straight line. Usually dry leaves will break and green or wet leaves will bend. From the straight edges on the leaves (see Fig. 1) we can tell the approximate size of the footprint, which, in turn, will help us to determine the size of the quarry. This can be demonstrated by treading on a small cardboard cylinder, such as a toilet paper roll (see Fig. 2), which creates two straight edges. The width of your shoe would be shown by the distance between the ‘straight edges’.

[image: image]

Fig. 1. Examples of straight edges on vegetation

[image: image]

Fig. 2. Straight edges and their relationship to the size of the footwear

Spoor

The word ‘spoor’ from Africaans derives from the Dutch word for footprint. ‘Spoor’ is reserved for that sign left by an animal (including man), as opposed to the sign left by a vehicle or inanimate object.

The track

This is the line of sign. The derivation of the word ‘track’ is uncertain but it is generally thought that the original sense described the line or mark made on the ground by anything hauled or dragged. Now the meaning of the word extends to include the mark, or series of marks, or any physical indication left by the passage of anything – a wheel, the wake of a ship, a series of footprints, animal spoor, scent, any residual heat and even microscopically recognized material in genetic tracking.

Visual tracking

This is the art of being able to track a human being, animal, or vehicle, by the marks it has left. It should be remembered that it is difficult for anything to move in an environment without leaving some sign noticeable to the trained eye. A visual tracker relies primarily on sight and is therefore unable to track by night except in very unusual circumstances such as brilliant moonlight, bright ambient light, with the use of a torch, or by using night viewing devices such as goggles or scopes.

Scent tracking

Scent tracking is normally performed by dogs. However, a well-trained visual tracker can follow a quarry, either human or animal, by its scent – the scent needs to be strong and fresh. In addition, the visual tracker may be alerted to potential dangers by detecting smells such as:

•   Cooking odours

•   Smoke

•   Latrines

•   Newly dug earth

Tracking picture

This is the overall picture gained by the tracker over any given length of track. It is like a story to a good tracker. To obtain the complete tracking picture you would have to follow the track until you could state with accuracy the complete details of the quarry being followed. The track picture builds up continuously with each new piece of information gained. An experienced tracker will be able to deduce part of the track picture after following for only a short distance.

[image: image]

Fig. 3. Examples of pointers

Tracking medium

This is the generic term used for the material in which the sign was left by the quarry. For example, mud and sand are tracking media that obviously retain sign, whereas rock and water do hold sign but it is far more difficult to detect.

Exit and entry points

These are points or passage ways through which a quarry may pass from one environment to another, for example, from a pine wood to a corn field, from a grass field to a road, from a ploughed field back into a wood.

Pointers

These are the signs that serve to indicate the direction of movement. They can either be ground or top sign – see Fig. 3 for examples. Low foliage, grass, ferns when trampled on or brushed forward will remain in the direction of the movement until disturbed again. When a person or animal brushes past a small tree a number of leaves may become entangled. These may be seen from a distance after practice. If the base of the tree was tapped the leaves would fall back into their natural position. The leaves or branches will be tangled towards the direction of movement – these are the pointers. If the ground and top sign pointers contradict each other, it is possible that the quarry was walking backwards; that is, the prints on the ground would be facing one way but the evidence from the disturbed foliage would indicate a different direction of travel. On the other hand if the top sign pointers contradict themselves, in the case of a human quarry, then it could be that the sign has been rearranged. For example, a man using this deception tactic would deliberately bend vegetation in the opposite direction to his line of travel.

Foul track

Is defined as a track that has entered an area where numerous other tracks exist, for example, at a watering hole, or a feeding area. Figure 4 shows some specific examples of individually fouled prints.

[image: image]

Fig. 4. Fouled tracks

Deception

If a quarry knows it is being followed it will invariably try to lose the tracker by deception. Unless extremely efficient in deception methods this will more often than not ‘sign post’ a change of direction – see Indicator Pace.

Indicator pace

This is the footprint immediately before or after an intended change of direction (see Fig. 5). The initial indications of this can be seen at the prints marked as 1 and 2, 1 being the indicator pace as it is now pointing, or indicating a possible change of direction. The print marked as 3 gives the first full indication of the new direction of travel. At a walking pace a 90-degree change of direction will normally be indicated by two shorter paces as the turn is executed – in this case between 1 and 2.

Casting

This is the method of locating or relocating sign that has been lost, or where a tracker is endeavouring to
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